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LETTERS. 


LETTER    CLXYI. 

I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  by  your  brother  that  — 
was  dead  ;  but  there  is  an  appointed  time  for 
every  purpose,  and  an  appointed  time  for  man, 
"  A  time  to  be  born,  and  a  time  to  die  ;  "  these 
bounds  are  fixed,  and  cannot  be  passed,  and  we 
must  accomplish  as  an  hireling  our  day.  But 
Christ  is  our  life,  the  gift  of  it,  the  preordination 
of  God  to  it,  the  promise  of  it,  the  spirit  of  it 
is  in  Christ  Jesus,  our  life  is  hid  with  Christ 
in  God. 

In  this  we  must  make  up  our  happiness,  for 
short  of  this,  all  is  transient,  all  is  fluctuating, 
uncertain,  vain,  and  vexatious  ;  but  this  is  the 
better  and  the  more  enduring  substance.  "  The 
ransom  of  a  man's  life  are  his  riches,"  Prov. 
xiii.  8.  This  my  dear  friend  is  the  one  thing 
needful,  and  this  is  the  secret  blessing  of  God, 
which  he  breathed  into  Adam's  nostrils,  and  that 
Spirit  breathed,  formed  the  soul,  and  by  this 
breathing,  man  became  a  living  soul ;  but  when 
Jie  sinned,  the  soul  still  remained,  but  life  was 


gone,  and  death  came.  But  the  same  breath 
through  Christ  is  breathed  afresh,  and  this  life 
is  secured  for  evermore,  and  blessed  is  that  soul 
that  is  quickened  to  feel  its  need  of  this  bread. 
God  gives  it,  Christ  came  that  we  might  have 
it,  and  the  animated  soul  cannot  exist,  support, 
or  live  without  it. 

As  Christ  is  this  living  bread,  every  appear 
ance  of  him  is  food  to  this  divine  life ;  we  live 
by  the  faith  of  him.  If  he  answers  our  prayers, 
if  he  blesses  us  in  providence,  if  he  baffles  and 
blasts  the  measures  of  our  avowed  enemies  ;  if 
he  blesses  the  means,  if  he  applies  a  suitable 
and  seasonable  promise,  if  he  lifts  up  the  light 
of  his  countenance,  if  he  encourages  hope,  if 
he  enlivens  or  increases  faith,  if  he  seems  to 
own  and  honour  his  former  work,  if  he  baffles 
Satan  and  silences  his  accusations  ;  if  he  gives 
but  a  cairn  of  peace,  a  spark  of  life,  a  coal  of 
love,  or  a  ray  of  light,  or  the  smallest  flame  of 
joy,  0  these  are  sweet  scraps,  choice  crumbs, 
rich  cordials,  dainty  dishes,  and  sweet  repasts. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    CLXVII. 

TO  MRS.   M.   now  Mrs.    B. 


YOUR'S  came  to  hand,  and  as  you  have  acknow 
ledged  me  in  part,  I  hope  you  will  acknowledge 
me  to  the  end,  and  my  doctrine ;  those  whom 
God  makes  manifest  in  each  other's  hearts  and 
conscience,  are  fellow-heirs  of  the  grace  of  life ; 
and  those  who  meet  together  in  the  unity  of 
faith  in  their  covenant  head,  will  meet  together 
in  the  image  of  Christ,  and  in  God  the  fountain 
of  life,  and  Father  of  glory,  in  the  realms  of 
bliss. 

The  wretched  rags,  the  fig-leaf  dress,  the  use 
less  web,  is  a  sad  bar,  a  great  impediment,  and 
a  deeply-rooted  deception,  which  is  as  a  middle 
wall  of  partition  between  the  divine  wooer,  and 
the  wooed.  God  will  draw  and  present  his 
highly-favoured  Ilephzibah  to  the  second  Adam, 
in  the  wedding-garment  of  his  own  imputing ; 
she  must  be  brought  unto  the  King  in  a  raiment 
of  needle-work,  ready  wrought  out  to  her  hand, 
in  the  preparing  which  she  lent  no  aid,  and  with 
which  nothing  must  be  mixed.  Adam  and  Eve 
when  fallen  must  both  be  stripped  and  clothed 
by  the  Lord,  before  any  union  could  take  place 


between  him  who  inhabits  eternity,  and  them  in 
their  low  estate. 

Thy  match  is  made,  and  thy  day  of  espousals 
is  come,  the  Lord  Jesus  is  thine,  and  thou  art 
his ;  to  have  and  to  hold,  for  better  for  worse, 
for  richer  for  poorer,  in  sickness  and  health,  in 
life  and  death,  for  time  and  eternity.  None 
but  God  and  the  wedded  soul  knows,  or  can 
know,  what  fellowship  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  and  the  blessed  effects  of  it  mean ;  eye  hath 
not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  the  heart  of  man 
conceived ;  but  God  hath  revealed  them  to  us 
by  his  Spirit,  1  Cor.  ii.  9,  10. 

Thou  wilt  find  thy  present  match  with  the 
Son  of  David  to  be  attended  with  the  same 
train  of  changes,  as  do  in  general  wait  on  new- 
married  folks  ;  there  will  be  many  love-tokens, 
and  as  many  withdrawments ;  some  warm  em 
braces,  and  some  cold  refrainings ;  free  converse, 
and  silent  reserve  ;  provocation  to  jealousy  on 
both  sides,  and  renewing  of  love  ;  doubtful  sus 
picions,  and  mutual  satisfaction.  Unparalleled 
indulgences,  with  soul-cutting  slights  and  neg 
lects  ;  many  heavenly  smiles,  and  many  gloomy 
frowns;  the  sweetest  union,  and  the  greatest 
distance  ;  the  kindest  respect,  and  the  greatest 
shyness ;  frequent  visits,  and  lamented  absence  ; 
banquets  of  wine,  and  waters  of  Marah.  The 
best  of  house-keeping,  and  the  worst  of  fasting  ; 
the  highest  joy,  and  the  deepest  sorrow;  the 


sweetest  harmony,  and  the  strongest  contentions : 
this  is  for  better  for  worse. 

Chastity  will  be  sifted  to  the  bottom,  and 
every  disaffected  thought,  wandering  desire,  and 
treacherous  affection,  will  be  sought  for  and 
brought  to  light.  "His  name  is  jealous,"  Exod. 
xxxiv.  14 ;  and  thou  wilt  often  provoke  him  to 
fulfil  his  name.  Whatever  thy  present  cross  may 
be,  thou  mayest  find  it  in  the  law  of  retaliation ; 
God  hangs  the  balance  of  the  sanctuary  in  the 
judgment  of  all  his  children,  and  there  is  written 
on  the  beam,  "  Hast  thou  not  procured  all  these 
things."  It  is  but  to  reflect,  and  to  come  to 
impartial  examination,  and  the  cause  is  soon  dis 
covered  ;  conscience  will  tell  thee  in  thy  own 
mother  tongue,  that  it  is  but  measuring  back  to 
thee  what  thou  hast  formerly  dealt  to  others, 
therefore  there  is  no  room  for  complaint,  for  God 
gives  no  stroke  till  the  fool's  back  calls  for  it. 
Nevertheless  he  will  make  thee  run  to  and  fro 
the  yard,  and  look  up  to  heaven  again  and  again 
yet,  for  he  is  as  merciful  as  he  is  severe,  and  as 
good  as  he  is  terrible. 

As  to  creature- comfort,  it  is  nothing  but  a 
dead  fly  in  the  good  physician's  ointment,  drops 
of  gall  in  the  pot  of  honey.  Thou  wilt  find  it  as 
I  have  done,  the  less  vanity  the  more  divinity ; 
they  who  have  got  the  living  fountain,  will  not 
pine  after  the  broken  cistern.  The  bread  of  life 
will  suffice,  without  spending  money  for  that 


which  is  not  bread,  or  labour  for  that  which 
satisfieth  not.  The  glory  of  the  Lord  so  filled 
the  tabernacle  and  the  temple,  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  one  Levite  to  minister ;  and  when  his  power 
and  presence  fill  the  sinner's  heart,  there  is  no 
room  for  a  second,  who  at  best  is  but  a  rival. 
The  Lord  calls  for  the  whole  heart,  and  love  with 
all  the  heart. 

Cleave  close  to  that  friend  who  loveth  at  all 
times,  and  be  thou  always  ravished  with  his  love, 
then  wilt  thou  be  at  home,  and  wilt  always  have 
enough,  for  he  is  our  dwelling-place,  and  our 
exceeding  great  reward.  Unknown  friend,  fare 
well.  The  Lord  give  thee  the  blessing  of  Sarah, 
the  wisdom  of  Hannah,  and  the  affection  of  Mary ; 
while  I  remain, 

Thy  willing  Servitor, 
in  the  household  of  faith, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE     CLXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

To  the  Daughter  of   my  vows,   Greeting,  with  perfect 
peace,  and  at  such  a  Time. 

»«  TT 

IAIL  highly-favoured  "  saith  the  angel  to  her 
that  believed,  "the  Lord  is  with  thee;  blessed 
art  thou  among  women.  Surely  he  hath  put 


down  the  mighty  from  their  seats  and  exalted 
them  of  low  degree."  Blessed  is  he  that  remem- 
bereth  the  poor,  and  blessed  for  ever  be  He, 
that  took  notice  of  thee,  to  put  thee  among  the 
fish  of  my  net,  that  thou  mightest  be  a  gem  in 
my  crown,  yea  my  crown,  my  joy,  and  the  crown 
of  my  rejoicing  in  that  day,  when  the  seedsmen 
shall  return  with  joy,  and  bring  their  sheaves 
with  them. 

Does  my  daughter  maintain  her  hold  of  the 
skirt  of  him  that  is  a  Jew  ?  And  does  he  spread 
his  skirt  over  her,  and  appear  to  be  in  covenant 
with  her  ?  Cleave  close  to  him  my  daughter, 
for  he  is  a  near  kinsman  of  ours,  one  of  our  next 
kinsmen  ;  go  not  from  the  floor  of  his  barn,  nor 
let  them  catch  thee  in  any  other  field.  Glean 
fast  by  his  maidens,  and  the  reapers  will  drop 
some  handfuls  for  thee  to  glean,  and  thou  shalt 
gather  them  even  among  the  sheaves. 

0  the  matchless  dignity,  the  infinite  honour, 
the  divine  felicity,  the  celestial  triumphs,  of  a 
soul  thus  crowned  with  loving  kindness,  and 
satisfied  with  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  ;  blessed 
with  heart-felt  union  with  the  King  of  kings,  and 
solaced  in  the  bosom  of  immortal  love :  all  which 
are  the  foretastes,  the  earnests,  and  pledges  of 
endless  life,  and  eternal  day. 

Die,  0  my  soul,  to  the  vanities  of  a  sin-disor 
dered  world ;  let  it  be  crucified  to  thee,  and  thou 
to  it;  die  daily,  that  thou  mayest  live  for  ever. 
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Shun  the  paths  of  the  destroyer,  the  way  of  sin 
ners,  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly,  and  the  seat  of 
the  scornful,  and  delight  thyself  in  thy  God; 
then  shall  thy  peace  be  like  a  river,  and  thy 
righteousness  as  the  waves  of  the  sea ;  the  candle 
of  God  shall  shine  upon  thy  head,  and  the  dew 
of  heaven  shall  lay  all  night  upon  thy  branch  ; 
the  visitations  of  God  shall  preserve  thy  spirit? 
and  his  glory  shall  be  fresh  in  thee ;  thou  shalt 
shine  forth  as  the  morning,  thy  judgment  shall 
be  as  a  robe  and  a  diadem.  But  is  it  so  ?  Will 
the  Most  High  that  inhabits  eternity,  dwell  in  a 
broken  heart  ?  What  He,  who  only  hath  immor 
tality,  dwell  with  mortal  man  ?  Yea,  his  delights 
are  with  the  sons  of  men.  In  Zion  will  he  dwell, 
he  hath  desired  it  for  his  habitation  ;  this  is  his 
rest  for  ever,  God  hath  spoken  it  in  his  holiness, 
I  will  rejoice. 

A  few  more  crosses  and  disappointments,  a  few 
more  deep  sighs,  heavy  groans,  and  soul-distress 
ing  desertions  ;  a  few  more  stripes,  reproaches, 
and  purifying  flames  in  the  furnace  of  affliction, 
and  all  shall  be  light ;  the  vail  shall  rend  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom,  the  vision  shall  speak, 
imperfections  shall  vanish,  mortality  shall  drop 
her  shroud,  and  paradise  with  all  her  ravishing 
scenes  shall  be  exhibited. 

Having  lately  obtained  a  live  coal  from  the 
altar,  and  musing  over  it,  the  fire  kindled,  and 
then  I  spake  with  my  tongue,  till  my  tongue 
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became  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.  I  hope  the 
heavenly  rays  will  attend  the  scraps,  that  my 
daughter  may  compass  herself  about  with  sparks. 
Betty,  farewell,  peace  and  truth  be  with  thee. 
Greet  thy  brother  in  my  name  ;  a  certain  saint 
saluteth  thee,  while  I  remain,  thy  willing  servant, 
and  ready  friend  in  the  best  of  bonds,  and  for  the 
sa.ke  of  the  greatest  of  Xames, 

A  SIXNER  SAVED. 


LETTEK  CLXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


BETTY, 


Is  it  well  with  thee  ?  Is  it  well  with  thy 
brother  ?  Is  it  well  with  the  child  ?  Is  thy 
supposed  righteousness  discovered  ?  Does  the 
fig-leaf  dress  begin  to  wither?  Does  the  sup 
posed  web  appear  to  be  nothing  but  net- work  ? 
Is  that  covering  too  narrow  to  hide  all  the  guilt 
and  shame  that  the  glorious  light  of  the  gospel 
makes  manifest  ?  Is  that  bed  too  short  for  thy 
wearied  soul  to  stretch  itself  on,  or  find  rest  in  ? 
Does  the  perfect  commandment  appear  exceeding 
broad,  dead  works,  eye  service,  and  partial 
obedience  too  scanty  to  reach  the  infinite  dimen 
sions  ?  Is  Christ  in  his  active  obedience  the  end 
of  the  moral,  and  Christ  as  a  sacrifice  the  end  of 
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the  ceremonial  law  for  righteousness,  the  only 
object  looked  to  and  depended  on  for  justification 
before  God,  and  acceptance  with  him  ? 

Is  this  first  and  best  robe,  this  garment  of 
needle-work,  this  fine  linen,  this  divine  skirt, 
this  wedding  garment  seen,  admired,  approved, 
revealed,  applied,  received,  put  on,  and  walked 
in  ?  If  so,  the  king's  daughter  is  all  glorious 
within,  and  her  garment  is  of  wrought  gold  ;  with 
joy  and  rejoicing  shall  she  be  brought,  and  shall 
enter  into  the  King's  palace.  Yes,  the  above 
work  is  in  part  already  done,  it  is  meat  for  me  to 
think  this  of  my  daughter ;  for  if  the  Lord  draws 
near  to  a  self-lost,  self-despairing,  self-condemned 
sinner,  his  reward  is  with  him,  the  spirit  of  faith 
prepares  the  way,  opens  the  heart,  and  the  door 
of  faith;  and  the  King  of  glory  with  all  the 
benefits  of  his  cross,  enters  in  ;  when  every 
thought  is  entertained,  and  every  faculty  of  the 
soul  hails  the  King  of  the  Jews. 

0  Betty,  when  I  consider  the  unfeigned  faith 
that  is  in  thee,  that  dwelt  first  in  thy  great 
grandmother  Eve,  in  thy  mother  Sarah,  and  I  am 
persuaded  in  thee  also  ;  0  that  I  yet  may  through 
the  good  hand  of  God  upon  me,  creep  into  a  few 
more  houses,  and  lead  captive  these  silly  women, 
until  every  thought  of  their  hearts  be  brought 
into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Christ.  The 
heifer  that  is  taught,  shall  submit  to  the  Saviour's 
yoke ;  the  wild  ass  that  is  used  to  the  wilderness, 
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that  snuffcth  up  the  wind  at  her  pleasure,  shall 
be  found  in  her  month,  Jerem.  ii.  24 ;  the  young 
asses  that  ear  the  ground,  shall  eat  clean  pro 
vender  ;  the  ox  shall  know  his  master's  crib,  and 
the  good  shepherd  shall  lead  them  that  are  with 
young.  Faithful  is  he  that  hath  promised,  who 
also  will  do  it.  God  iiath  spoken  it  in  his  holi 
ness,  rejoice  0  my  soul ;  thy  name  shall  be 
legion,  for  we  shall  be  many,  "  A  small  one  shall 
become  a  thousand  :  "  God  will  perform  it  in  his 
time.  Plough  with  thy  master's  heifer,  and  thou 
shalt  make  known  his  riddle. 

The  union  of  saints,  Betty,  stands  in  the  con 
fidence  of  every  believer  meeting  together  in 
Christ  crucified,  in  order  to  receive  righteous 
ness,  life,  pardon,  and  peace  in  him ;  this  is 
meeting  together  in  the  unity  of  the  faith.  God 
shining  with  approbation  in  the  heart  of  every 
saint,  and  giving  them  to  see  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  face  of  Jesus,  makes  them  all  light  in  thn 
Lord.  The  secret  of  God's  predestination,  and 
the  death  of  Christ  for  the  elect  only,  being  seen, 
approved,  credited,  and  embraced,  under  the 
renewing  operations  and  divine  application  of 
the  spirit  of  all  grace,  is  being  of  one  mind  and 
one  judgment  in  the  Lord.  A  most  cordial  affec 
tion  to  the  Saviour  above  every  other  object, 
under  the  influence  of  the  spirit  of  love  and 
power,  is  being  joined  to  the  Lord,  and  one  spirit 
with  him. 
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To  have  the  mystery  of  iniquity  in  one's 
own  heart  laid  open  by  the  Spirit,  makes  us  at 
once  acquainted  with  the  lost  estate  of  all  that 
Jesus  came  to  seek  and  save;  "  As  in  water 
face  answers  to  face,  so  doth  the  heart  of  man 
to  man."  To  feel  the  blessed  effects  of  the 
pardoning  voice  of  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  is 
meeting  with  all  saints  at  the  fountain  God  has 
opened  'for  the  household  of  David,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem.  The  union  of  saints 
consists  of  drinking  into  one  spirit,  holding 
the  unity  of  the  same  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and 
in  maintaining  a  mutual  hold  of  the  covenant 
head,  from  which  all  the  body  mystical,  by  the 
joints  and  bands  of  love  and  peace,  being  knit 
together  in  Christ,  and  having  nourishment 
ministered  from  his  fulness,  increases  in  num 
ber  and  in  knowledge,  by  the  blessed  increase 
of  God. 

The  communion  of  saints  consists  of  being  en 
abled  under  God,  to  communicate  knowledge, 
comfort,  strength,  refreshing,  encouragement, 
support,  reviving  dew,  and  holy  unction,  season 
able  words  and  the  salt  of  grace,  to  cheer  droop 
ing  hearts,  and  revive  languid  spirits ;  it  is  com 
forting  with  apples,  and  staying  with  flaggons 
jealous  souls,  who  are  sick  of  love ;  it  is  to  feel 
for  them,  condole  them,  succour  them,  suckle 
them,  and  swaddle  them.  It  is  to  solve  their 
ha/d  questions,  disentangle  their  perplexities, 
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unriddle  their  intricacies,  take  up  their  stum 
bling-blocks,  dissolve  their  doubts,  and  remove 
their  prejudices.  It  is  to  drop  a  tear  in  their 
sorrows,  to  rejoice  in  their  prosperity, .  to  feel 
their  cares,  bear  a  part  of  their  burdens,  pray 
for  them,  and  make  intercession  with  God  in 
their  behalf. 

It  is  to  be  on  one's  guard  in  their  company,  to 
restrain  Christian  liberty  in  compliance  with  their 
infant  weakness,  to  check  their  fleshly  savour,  to 
brighten  their  views,  enforce  a  pure  language  and 
the  force  of  truth.  To  correct  their  mistakes,  to 
rectify  their  errors,  to  pull  down  their  aspiring 
notions,  rebuke  their  follies,  silence  their  mur- 
murings,  curb  their  pride,  and  provoke  them  to 
emulation  when  they  get  cold  and  lifeless.  To 
shun  them  in  their  self-conceit,  to  whip  them  if 
they  get  wise  above  what  is  written,  and  to  be 
shy  of  them  if  their  walk  is  unbecoming  the 
gospel  of  Christ.  It  is  to  find  them  out,  and 
take  them  up  ;  and  to  bring  them  to  the  bar  of 
truth  and  equity,  if  they  prowl  beyond  their 
bounds,  or  break  through  any  of  the  fences  of 
Zion.  It  is  to  break  their  bones  with  soft 
words,  to  smite  them  if  ungrateful,  and  to  take 
away  their  vail  from  them  if  they  go  back  to 
Moses,  either  for  justification  or  perfection. 

Such  a  watchman  in  Zion  is  like  one  of  John's 
four  beasts,  full  of  eyes  within  and  without ;  and 
to  qualify  for  such  a  work,  a  man  had  need  have 
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the  wisdom  of  Solomon,  the  faith  of  Abraham, 
the  zeal  of  Elijah,  the  knowledge  of  Paul,  the 
meekness  of  Moses,  and  the  patience  of  Job  ;  for 
who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?  "Bat  our 
sufficiency  is  of  God,"  2  Cor.  iii.  5 ;  and  it  is 
well  for  the  servants  of  God  that  it  is  so ;  for  the 
children  of  the  night  charge  us  with  heresy,  the 
offspring  of  the  flesh  exclaim  against  our  bad 
spirit,  and  those  in  the  bonds  of  iniquity  censure 
as  licentious  our  liberty,  while  the  children  of 
falsehood  accuse  us  of  errors.  Novices  give  us 
both  correction  and  counsel,  fools  attempt  to 
convert  us  from  the  error  of  our  ways,  those 
that  are  at  ease  call  the  power  of  godliness  en 
thusiasm,  the  hypocrite  in  Zion  blesses  God 
that  he  is  kept  from  our  seduction,  while  the 
scorner  condemns  both  the  preacher  and  the 
preachment. 

But,  "Having  obtained  help  of  God,  I  con 
tinue  unto  this  day,"  Acts  xxvi.  22  ;  for,  "  Who 
shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect," 
whom  the  supreme  Judge  has  acquitted?  "  It  is 
God  that  justifieth,  who  is  he  that  condemeth  ?  " 
Bom.  viii.  33,  34.  Those  that  receive  the  truth, 
the  truth  shall  make  them  free,  and  those  that 
mock  shall  find  their  bands  made  strong ;  the  lips 
of  truth  are  a  sweet  savour  unto  God,  both  in 
them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perish  ;  nor 
shall  any  soul  living  have  either  dew  or  rain,  but 
according  to  the  truth  of  the  gospel.  My 
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daughter  is  a  living  witness  of  this  truth,  she  has 
gone  to  many  a  well  without  water,  and  returned 
with  her  pitcher  empty  ;  she  has  been  under 
many  a  cloud  without  rain,  and  returned  like  the 
mountains  of  Gilboa,  barren  enough.  But  the 
promise  is  fulfilled,  God  hath  heard  the  cry  of  the 
poor  and  needy,  and  those  whose  tongue  failed 
for  thirst,  have  found  the  fountain  of  living 
water,  and  the  well  of  salvation. 

"  Drink  abundantly,  0  beloved ;  drink,  and 
forget  thy  poverty,  and  remember  thy  misery  no 
more."  "  Go  thy  way,  eat  thy  bread  with  joy, 
and  drink  thy  wine  with  a  merry  heart ;  for  God 
now  accepteth  thy  works,''  Eccles.  ix.  7;  being 
the  works  of  faith,  labours  of  love,  and  patience 
of  hope,  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  into  whose 
merciful  hands,  and  under  whose  kind  protection 
I  commend  thee,  on  whom  thou  hast  believed  ; 
who  is  able  to  keep  thee  from  falling,  and  to  pre 
serve  thee  unto  his  heavenly  kingdom  and  glory  ; 
to  whom  be  praise,  honour,  and  love  by  the  whole 
church  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end, 
Amen.  The  salutation  of  S.S.  with  my  own 
hand,  which  is  the  token  in  every  epistle,  so  I 
write.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
with  thee,  and  thy  brother  by  all  means;  the 
Lord  be  with  you, 

A  SINNER  SAVED. 
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LETTEE    CLXX. 
TO  THE  SAME. 

IT  is  enough,  the  daughter  of  my  vows,  and  the 
daughter  of  my  faith  is  yet  alive ;  I  was  afraid 
lest  the  enemy  being  permitted  to  tempt  her,  my 
lahour  should  prove  in  vain ;  but  God  hath  seen 
that  I  am  hated,  and  therefore  hath  given  me 
this  poor  child  also ;  and  God  shall  add  to  me 
another  daughter,  and  endow  me  with  a  good 
dowry.  Surely  our  little  Zion  shall  be  as  a  fruit 
ful  vine  against  the  wall  of  mine  house,  and  my 
spiritual  offspring  as  olive  plants,  round  about 
my  Lord's  table,  thus  shall  the  man  be  blessed 
that  feareth  the  Lord  ;  the  God  of  Jacob  grant 
that  my  quiver  may  be  full  of  them,  who  shall 
not  be  afraid  when  they  speak  with  their  enemies 
in  the  gate. 

I  thank  thee  my  poor  little  one,  that  thy  ten 
der  care  hath  flourished  for  me  ;  I  was  nigh  unto 
death,  and  expected  no  less,  but  God  had  mercy 
on  me,  and  not  on  me  only  but  on  my  poor 
despised  charge  and  family,  lest  any  of  them 
should  have  sorrow  upon  sorrow.  However,  I 
had  this  comfort,  I  was  going  about  my  Father's 
business,  namely,  to  visit  the  brethren,  and  to  see 
how  they  did,  and  to  carry  them  a  little  fresh  oil. 
The  animal  I  have  long  known  and  often  rode, 
but  whether  he  took  fright  at  a  chaise  that  stood 
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before  him,  or  whether  the  man  that  held  him 
pinched  his  mouth,  I  know  not,  but  he  reared  up 
and  fell  back,  I  went  to  the  ground,  and  he  fell 
across  me  ;  and  surely  never  did  one  escape  with 
whole  bones,  from  such  an  intolerable  weight  ; 
however,  the  crush  will  be  attended  with  pain 
sufficient  to  remind  me  of  the  mercy  of  my  God, 
so  long  as  I  live.  But  this  is  one  of  the  all 
things  that  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that 
love  God,  and  I  have  blessed  and  thanked  him 
for  it  since  with  many  tears ;  we  are  in  deaths 
oft,  but  they  that  believe  shall  never  die. 

Thou  need  not  make  any  excuse  for  thy  former 
dislike  of  me,  &c.,  for  those  that  are  my  greatest 
friends,  were  once  my  most  inveterate  enemies  ; 
and  those  who  love  me  most  for  Christ  sake,  are 
in  the  general  those  that  hated  me  for  the  same ; 
nor  do  any  make  me  glad,  who  were  never  made 
sorry  by  me.  There  is  no  standing  before  envy, 
she  will  never  suffer  reputation  to  live ;  and  if 
she  cannot  blame  the  conduct  of  her  supposed 
rival,  she  will  search  the  heart,  and  try  the  reins, 
and  reproach  the  Spirit  itself.  So  they  dealt  with 
my  dear  Lord  and  Master,  they  could  not  con 
vince  him  of  sin,  nor  contradict  the  truth,  but 
they  said,  He  hath  a  foul  spirit,  which  was  the 
highest  affront  that  could  be  offered  to  him,  and 
the  greatest  transgression  that  could  be  com 
mitted  by  them,  Mark  iii.  30.  And  they  were 
provoked  to  this  unpardonable  iniquity,  by  having 
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their  mental  deception  laid  open ;  their  sheep's 
clothing  and  their  mask  of  guile  was  rent  from 
them,  and  the  hypocrites  in  Zion  were  seized  with 
a  panic,  and  fearf  illness  surprised  them.  As  their 
nakedness  was  discovered,  so  their  malice  was 
kindled,  till  it  enflamed  the  whole  frame  of  nature, 
and  set  it  at  last  on  rive  of  hell :  they  called  the 
master  of  the  house  Beelzebub,  and  he  palmed 
them,  upon  the  devil  their  father,  and  told 
them  "Where  I  am  ye  cannot  come." 

IS'or  was  the  poor  Arminian  that  you  speak  of 
the  first  that  founded  his  resentment  on  the 
colour  of  my  wig ;  better  they  be  disgusted  at 
my  dark  hair,  than  dark  deeds  ;  but  it  is  the 
doctrines  of  Christ  in  my  mouth,  and  not  the 
colour  of  my  head,  that  gives  the  offence  ;  and  I 
hope  never  to  be  esteemed  as  a  tabret  by  those 
who  make  Christ  a  rock  of  offence  :  I  hate  them 
that  hate  him.  But  my  daughter  is  cured  of 
itching  ears,  God  for  ever  be  praised  for  that,  for 
it  is  a  disorder  that  most  professors  are  infected 
with,  more  or  less,  and  many  have  been  led  by 
such  cars  to  make  shipwreck  of  their  profession, 
others  to  pierce  themselves  through  with  many 
sorrows,  others  into  the  seat  of  the  scornful,  and 
many  unto  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  dark 
ness,  until  they  have  met  their  destruction  at 
noonday ;  for  to  err  and  perish  under  the  rays  of 
the  gospel,  is  an  evident  token  of  utter  darkness, 
or  of  ending  with  hypocrites  and  unbelievers. 
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I  have  thanked  my  God  for  the  hope  I  have  of 
thee,  aiid  of  thy  brother,  and  have  entreated  him 
to  preserve  and  keep  you,  that  before  I  have 
swaddled  you  the  enemy  may  not  be  permitted 
to  carry  you  away,  for  if  I  am  bereaved  of  my 
children,  I  am  bereaved,  Gen.  xliii.  14.  What 
few  spoils  I  have  taken  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Amorites,  have  been  taken  with  sword  and  bow, 
and  plucked  as  brands  from  the  fire  ;  such  moun 
tains  of  oppositions,  bars  of  prejudice,  and  heaps 
of  reproach,  hath  Satan  and  his  emissaries  laid  in 
my  way.  lint  blessed  be  God,  who  confirmeth 
the  word  of  his  servants,  and  performeth  the 
counsel  of  his  messengers  ;  who  frustrateth  the 
tokens  of  the  liars,  and  maketh  the  diviners  mad  ; 
who  takes  pleasure  in  them  that  fear  him,  and  in 
them  that  hope  in  his  mercy  ;  and  who  honours 
them  that  honour  him,  and  beautifies  the  meek 
with  salvation. 

I  have  no  objection  to  your  hearing  any  good 
man  of  God,  or  any  one  that  professors  call  one 
of  a  bad  spirit ;  but  0  beware  of  men  of  candour, 
men  universally  approved,  men  of  a  moderate 
spirit,  and  of  peaceable  principles,  and  of  a 
charitable  disposition  and  judgment — this  is  the 
devil  transformed,  it  is  Satan  in  orders,  or  lucifer 
in  his  ecclesiastical  dignity  ;  shun  him,  and  all 
shall  be  well  I  have  cautioned  thee,  but  thy 
consequence  will  lead  thee  through  all  the  bounds 
that  I  have  set.  However,  you  have  acknow- 
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ledged  me  in  part,  and  I  trust  you  will,  (or  your 
conscience  will)  acknowledge  me  to  the  end.  My 
dear  girl,  let  me  have  joy  of  thee,  read,  search, 
mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest  for  thyself  ;  try 
and  prove  thy  own  work,  and  then  shalt  thou 
have  rejoicing  in  thyself  alone,  and  not  in  another. 
Aim  at  union,  communion,  freedom,  and  fellow 
ship  with  the  Son  of  God  ;  seek  his  blessed  face, 
his  approbation,  the  light  of  his  countenance, 
and  his  Spirit's  testimony,  and  thou  shalt  find  the 
kingdom  of  God  within  thee. 

Could  my  bed,  my  curtains,  my  study,  or  my 
Bible  speak  for  me,  they  would  bear  such  a  testi 
mony    of    the   unutterable    felicity,    foretastes, 
earnests,  and  celestial  triumphs  of  my  soul,  that 
would  prove  to  all  that  fear  God  that  I   envied 
not  the  mansions  of  Gabriel.     But  I  have  done, 
and  conclude  with  tears  of  gratitude  to  the  God 
of    Jacob,   who    condescends    to    give   so   much 
success  to  the  worst  of  sinners  ;  for  as  the  Lord 
liveth,  though  I  am  clad  with  zeal  in  the  pulpit, 
I  seldom  in  private  go  one  day  dry-eyed  to  God ; 
I  am  a  Boanerges  in  public,  but  in  private  of  a 
sorrowful  spirit,  not  for  fear  of  wrath,  but  under 
a   daily  sense  of  superabounding  mercy  to  the 
worst   of    sinners.     "  Favour   is    deceitful,   and 
beauty  is  vain:  but  a  woman  that  feareth  the 
Lord,  she  shall  be  praised,     Give  her  of  the  fruit 
of  her  hands,  and  let  her  own  works  praise  her 
in  the  gates,"  Prov.  xxxi.  30,  31.      You  must 
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take  this  in  the  rough  ;  I  have  no  time  to  cast  it 
in  a  second  mould.  If  your  brother,  whom  I 
once  saw,  would  take  a  copy  of  it,  and  some 
Tuesday-night  come  home  with  me  in  the  coach, 
and  give  me  the  counterpart,  would  greatly 

oblige, 

Your  ready  Servitor, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE   CLXXI. 
TO  THE  SAME. 

MAKE  no  apologies  to  me  Betty,  put  no  enco 
miums  on  me,  my  titles  and  all  my  honours  lay 
in  S.  S.  my  ambition  aspires  no  higher  than  to 
appear  what  I  know  I  am,  namely,  a  sinner 
saved ;  this  is  all  my  salvation,  and  all  my  desire. 
Christ  hath  received  thee  my  sister,  and  thou 
art  welcome  to  my  barrel,  to  my  lamp,  and  to 
my  cruse,  as  long  as  one  handful  of  meal,  one 
ray  of  light,  or  one  drop  of  the  oil  of  joy  remains 
in  them. 

I  was  glad  to  see  thee,  and  am  thankful  to  my 
God  for  setting  thy  face  Zion-ward,  and  for 
honouring  his  unworthy  servant  to  be  the  stand 
ard  bearer,  to  which  all-conquering  love  com 
pelled  her  to  submit.  And  I  intreat  thee,  my 
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sister,  to  bear  the  cross  with  fortitude  and 
patience,  no  cross  no  crown,  no  cross  no  comfort, 
no  cross  no  appetite,  no  cross  no  fervour  in 
devotion,  no  energy  in  prayer,  no  attention  to 
the  Shepherd's  voice,  no  watchfulness  on  the 
hand  of  God,  no  purging,  purifying,  renewing, 
reviving  work  going  on,  nay,  nor  the  soul-sup 
porting  presence  of  God,  who  is  a  very  present 
help  in  trouble. 

Thus  far  I  had  wrote  last  week ;  Monday 
morning.  I  bless  the  Lord  for  his  kind  condes 
cension,  in  sending  my  poor  sister  such  refreshings 
from  his  presence;  these  are  dewy  seasons,  set 
feasts,  banquetting  times,  halcyon  days,  days  of 
the  Son  of  man.  But  the  larnb  must  be  eat  with 
bitter  herbs,  feasts  and  fasts  are  to  succeed  each 
other ;  we  often  go  from  the  banquetting  house 
to  the  tents  of  Iledar,  and  from  the  glorious 
report  and  testimony  of  our  sonship,  into  the 
wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil,  as  did  our 
Lord  before  us.  "But  all  things  shall  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  and  are 
the  called  according  to  his  purpose." 

You  tell  me  in  your's  that  you  took  courage, 
and  begged  of  Christ  to  pray  for  you  ;  not  so  my 
sister,  Christ  is  never  represented  as  praying  in 
heaven.  He  offered  up  strong  cries  and  prayers 
as  man  and  mediator  upon  earth,  and  was  heard 
in  that  he  feared,  but  in  heaven  not  so  ;  he  per 
fumes  with  the  abundance  of  his  grace,  and  the 
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sweet  savour  of  his  sacrifice,  the  prayers  of  all 
saints  on  the  golden  altar :  but  as  an  ever-living 
intercessor,  he  is  in  his  various  office-characters, 
and  under  his  eternal  consecration  and  appoint 
ment,  and  in  his  glorious  and  finished  work,  an 
everlasting  intercession ;  heaven  is  not  a  place  of 
prayer,  nor  a  house  of  prayer,  but  of  praise. 
Thou  dost  not  understand  the  wise  man,  my 
daughter,  when  Solomon  says,  "  Let  a  man  rejoice 
in  his  own  works  ; "  in  the  lowest  sense  he  doth 
not  mean  the  works  of  the  flesh,  which  are  sin, 
nor  the  works  of  the  law,  which  can  never 
justify  or  save ;  but  he  means  the  labour  or 
works  of  a  man's  own  hands  in  his  lawful  calling, 
as  he  tells  you  how  he  himself  at  first  rejoiced  in 
his  own  contrivances  and  performances. 

But  in  the  highest  sense  he  doubtless  means 
the  good  work  of  grace  on  a  man's  own  heart, 
the  works  of  a  man's  own  faith,  the  labours  of 
his  own  love,  the  experience,  changes,  or  work 
ings  of  his  own  mind,  which  is  what  Paul  advises 
to  ;  "  Let  every  man  prove  his  own  work,  and 
then  shall  he  have  rejoicing  in  himself  alone, 
and  not  in  another,"  Gal.  vi.  4  ;  in  his  own 
experience,  and  not  in  the  experience  of  another ; 
in  his  own  testimony,  and  not  in  the  good  opinion 
that  another  may  entertain  of  the  goodness  of  his 
state.  Thus  to  rejoice  is  to  rejoice  in  the  good 
work  of  grace,  begun  and  carried  on  in  a  man's 
own  soul ;  the  ground  of  this  joy  is  the  inward 
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witness  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  better  and  more 
sure  than  the  witness  of  any  good  man;  for, 
"If  we  receive  the  witness  of  men,  the  witness 
of  God  is  greater."  Betsy,  farewell,  be  of  good 
comfort;  grace  and  peace  be  with  thee.  Amen, 

and  Amen. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE    CLXXII. 

TO   THE   SAME. 

MY   DEAR    SISTER, 

ALL  that  will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus,  shall 
suffer  persecution,"  more  or  less,  2  Tim.  iii.  12. 
It  is  given  on  our  behalf  not  only  to  believe  on 
Christ,  but  also  to  suffer  for  his  sake,  Phil.  i.  29. 
The  tares  must  be  dried  for  the  fire,  as  well  as 
the  wheat  ripened  for  the  barn.  Israel  must 
wander  forty  years  in  the  wilderness,  till  the 
iniquity  of  the  Amorites  is  full.  The  hotter  the 
furnace,  the  sooner  over,  it  is  nothing  but  a 
burning  caustic,  to  draw  out  and  discover  your 
bad  humour,  and  to  eat  off  the  proud  flesh,  and 
then  it  will  be  over ;  "  The  rod  of  the  wicked 
shall  not  always  rest  on  the  lot  of  the  righteous, 
lest  the  righteous  put  forth  his  hands  to  iniquity." 
There  is  no  cause  to  fear  the  fury  of  the 

oppressor;  if  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against 
us  ?     It  is  one  of  the  promises  of  the  new  coven- 
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ant,  that  the  righteous  shall  see  their  fall.  When 
we  see  the  enemy  in  the  scorner's  chair ;  when 
he  begins  to  set  his  month  against  the  heavens, 
and  to  ridicnle  the  counsel  of  the  Most  High, 
which  are  evident  tokens  of  perdition  ;  Ave  know 
that  they  are  got  almost  to  the  brim  of  their 
measure,  and  to  the  end  of  their  chain.  God 
stayeth  his  rough  wind,  in  the  day  of  the  east 
wind ;  the  wrath  of  man  shall  praise  him  when 
it  meets  with  j  ustice,  and  the  remainder  of  wrath 
will  he  restrain. 

All  that  I  can  do  for  my  dear  Betty  is,  to  pray 
for  her,  to  stay  her  with  ilaggons,  and  to  comfort 
her  with  a  few  apples ;  I  cannot  visit  her,  there 
is  a  lion  in  the  way  ;  and  she  will  not  visit  me,  or 
cannot,  being  under  the  command  of  Nabal. 
However,  kindred  souls  are  often  the  closest 
together,  when  the  farthest  asunder,  being  under 
the  influence  of  him  that  filleth  all  space,  and 
filleth  all  in  all.  It  will  not  be  many  years 
before  we  shall  have  a  happy  and  a  lasting  meet 
ing  where  we  shall  talk  it  all  over  and  talk  it 
out,  without  having  our  ears  bombarded  with 
oaths  and  curses,  or  the  conversation  interrupted 
witli  a  fallen  countenance.  Till  then,  Betty,  we 
must  take  it  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  cov 
enant,  for  better  for  worse,  till  death  us  do  part, 
and  not  be  afraid  with  any  amazement.  My 
love  to  brother,  and  a  certain  saint  saluteth  thee. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEE    CLXXIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

A  Nosegay  of  spring  flowers,  in  acknowledgment  of 
the  new-year's  gift. 

MY  Daughter's  kind  gift  is  received, 

Attended  with  hallowed  fire  ; 
Kind  Mercy  her  wants  has  relieved, 

I  hope  she'll  remember  her  sire. 

If  the  oil  she  has  drawn  from  my  cruse 
Has  furnished  her  tongue  with  this  tale, 

'Tis  plain  its  of  excellent  use, 

Let  her  pray  that  it  never  may  fail. 

If  Betty's  first  husband  be  dead, 
If  Betty's  divorced  from  the  law, 

Let  her  never  prove  false  to  her  head, 
Nor  suffer  his  love  to  withdraw. 

The  soul  that  is  Jesu's  delight 
Both  devils  and  sinners  shall  foil, 

Their  garments  shall  always  be  white, 
And  their  head  be  anointed  with  oil. 

My  Daughter  abides  by  the  flock, 
'Tis  Dinah  that  loveth  to  roam  : 

Abide  in  the  cleft  of  the  rock, 

Good  wives  should  be  keepers  at  home. 
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The  soul  that's  ordain'd  to  repent, 
The  bowels  of  mercy  shall  move  ; 

His  folly  shall  sorely  lament, 

And  weep  the  contritions  of  love. 

The  tokens  of  mercy  benign 

Leave  lasting  impressions  of  grace, 

All  manifestations  divine 

Convey'd  by  the  rays  of  his  face. 

Poor  rebels  with  wonder  adore 
To  see  their  own  hardness  depart, 

When  he  puts  in  his  hand  by  the  door, 
And  slides  back  the  bolt  of  the  heart. 

The  infinite  debtor's  enlarged, 

And  ransom' d  from  death  and  from  hell, 
The  ten  thousand  talent's  discharged, 

And  the  prisoner  creeps  from  his  cell. 

All  glory  to  sovereign  grace, 

All  praise  to  a  covenant  God, 
Who  pities  a  ruinous  race, 

And  cancels  their  debts  by  his  blood. 

All  peace  be  to  Betty  and  me, 

All  peace  to  her  brother  and  then ; 

Much  grace  to  her  mother,  that  she 
May  trust  in  the  Saviour  of  men. 

W.    IIlTNTINGTON,    S.S. 
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LETTEE     CLXXIY. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


I  AM  glad  to  hear  thou  art  yet  alive.  My  dear 
est  Lord  and  poor  I,  are  still  in  harmony,  still  in 
union,  communion,  in  perfect  friendship,  and 
walking  together,  insomuch  that  I  scarce  refrain 
a  day  in  a  month,  weeping  over  his  undeserved, 
unexpected,  and  unimplored  goodness.  ISTo 
infant  was  ever  more  indulged,  more  dandled, 
more  nursed,  more  safely  led,  and  kindly  treated, 
than  this  poor,  much  despised,  self-loathing  Coal- 
heaver.  To  this  world  I  die  daily,  and  to  all 
short  of  the  sensible  embraces  of  immortal  love. 
Never  did  his  providence  appear  so  conspicuous 
and  so  replete,  never  was  his  visits  more  frequent, 
never  was  my  success  in  conversion  so  great.  I 
have  had  the  accounts  of  five  this  week.  I  bless 
my  God  in  covenant  for  calling,  teaching,  and 
sending  me  himself  ;  I  bless  him  for  keeping  me 
singular,  for  not  suffering  me  to  enter  into  any 
connexions  of  combinations,  cords  of  sins  and 
bonds  of  iniquity  ;  I  bless  him  for  not  suffering 
me  to  say  a  confederacy.  My  sweetest  moments 
are  those  spent  in  secret,  and  the  sweetest  com 
pany  when  quite  alone.  He  makes  my  study  a 


31 

Bethel,  and  my  pulpit  the  field  of  victory ;  my 
heart  his  storehouse,  and  my  tongue  both  a  pierc 
ing  sword  and  saving  health. 

Had  I  "been  favoured  with  a  line  from  thee 
sooner,  I  would  have  come  down,  and  given  an 
exhortation  at  thy  father's  house,  for  I  well  know 
that  all  attempts  to  get  me  into  a  cormexion- 
pulpit  would  prove  vain.  Chapels  are  chiefly 
built,  not  for  Christ  in  substance,  but  for  Christ 
in  name ;  they  collect,  found,  build,  and  open  in 
the  name  of  Jesus,  and  for  his  name,  but  Jesus 
living  in  the  heart  is  quite  sufficient  to  bar  the 
doors  ;  these  hold  fast  his  name,  and  have  a  name 
to  live,  but  if  Christ  lived  in  them,  they  could 
not  live  without  the  word  of  life  from  living  souls. 
We  have  more  deaths  than  births,  and  more 
funerals  than  resurrections,  more  scenes  of  the 
dead  burying  the  dead,  than  savours  of  life  unto 
life  :  this  is  a  lamentation,  and  must  pass  for  a 
lamentation ;  nevertheless  the  time  will  come 
when  Christ  will  say,  what  I  will  not  say, 
namely,  that  they  shall  know  that  there  hath  been 
a  prophet  among  them. 

0  Betty,  beware  of  the  snares  of  the  infernal 
fowler,  who  lays  his  nets  to  entangle,  and  then 
gathers  up  his  charges  against  the  entangled, 
brings  guilt  into  the  conscience,  and  guilt  lets  in 
the  accuser ;  this  is  the  grief  of  the  spirit,  and 
this  the  death  of  all  comfort.  Nothing  will  suffice 
but  the  operations  of  God,  nothing  humble  us  but 
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the  deep  and  lasting  impressions  of  goodness  and 
severity,  and  nothing  will  crucify  us  to  this 
world  but  Christ  crucified  in  us.  Tender  my 
kind  respects  to  father  and  mother,  and  to  all 
that  love  my  All,  though  they  have  not  seen  my 
face  in  the  flesh.  Adieu.  Grace  and  peace  be 

with  thee. 

Ever  thine  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W. 


LETTEE   CLXXY. 

To  Mr.  8.  W. 

Ditton,  Dec.  17th,  1776. 
My  Dear  Friends  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 
Tins  comes  with  my  sincere  love  to  your  souls, 
and  indeed  I  write  to  you  in  the  bonds  of  the 
strongest  love,  namely,  that  love  that  is  stronger 
than  death  ;  0  Lord,  may  it  ever  reign  in  all 
our  hearts,  world  without  end  !  even  so  0  Lord, 
Ainen.  When  I  think  of  the  happy  opportu 
nities  we  have  had  together  in  holy  conversation, 
and  how  amazingly  the  Almighty  has  sealed  his 
truth,  and  the  love  of  it  upon  our  hearts,  when 
we  have  assembled  together  ;  0  what  a  strong 
mark  of  God's  being  in  the  work  when  it  is  so 
blest,  knowing  God  never  sets  his  seal  to  a  lie, 
but  to  the  truth. 
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But  now  my  dear  Samuel  and  Phebe,  these 
opportunities  will  never  again  perhaps  be  put  in 
our  hands,  yet  God  can  change  them  for  better ; 
and  as  we  cannot  now  reach  each  other's  ears 
with  our  voices,  may  the  Lord  enable  us  to  reach 
each  other's  minds  with  our  pens.  I  shall,  if  God 
enable  me,  sometimes  write  to  you,  and  should 
be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  to  know  your  affairs, 
and  whether  ye  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  of  the 
gospel.  Beware  my  dear  souls  of  the  world,  and 
be  not  again  entangled  with  the  yoke  of  bondage  ; 
and  be  not  of  that  number  that,  God  says,  draw 
back  to  perdition,  but  of  them  that  press  forward 
in  faith,  to  the  saving  of  the  soul. 

My  dear  friends,  beware  of  Christless  talkers, 
for  they  are  the  bane  of  the  church ;  a  man  may 
have  all  the  truths  of  the  gospel  in  his  head,  but 
that  will  not  do,  because  the  scriptures  say, 
"  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word,  but  in 
power,"  I  Cor.  iv.  20.  A  man  may  have  a  gift 
of  prayer  and  be  a  hypocrite,  but  God's  children 
have  the  spirit  of  prayer  as  well  as  the  gift. 
A  child  of  God  may  cry  to  Christ,  when  he 
cannot  speak,  a  hypocrite  may  speak  when  he 
cannot  cry ;  view  these  things,  and  the  Lord 
give  thee  understanding.  A  hypocrite  may  cry 
to  God  in  trouble,  but  at  the  same  time  his 
heart  never  taken  from  the  world,  such  cries 
God  will  not  hear,  because  the  world  has  their 
hearts,  Hos.  vii.  11 ;  Micah  iii.  4.  But  to  the 


34 

poor  in  spirit,  and  to  the  meek-hearted,  God 
says  he  will  up,  because  of  their  deep  sighings, 
and  deliver  them  from  the  hands  of  him  that 
is  stronger  than  they. 

But  say  you,  our  souls  have  got  many  enemies  ; 
yes,  I  know  it,  and  there  is  but  one  friend ;  I 
know  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil  are  your 
enemies,  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  woe  to  your 
souls  if  you  are  at  friendship  with  either  of  these 
three.  We  are  to  declare  war  with  all  Christ's 
enemies,  and  when  you  are  nothing  but  perfect 
weakness  in  yourself,  then  you  will  beat  every 
enemy  you  fight  with,  Joel  iii.  10 ;  but  when 
you  are  strong  in  the  flesh,  you  are  sure  to  be 
beat,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  16.  As  for  your  enemies, 
Christ  conquered  them  all  for  us,  and  when  we 
come  to  Christ  in  trouble,  then  he  imputes  to  us 
the  victory,  then  all  our  enemies  must  hide  their 
heads  in  a  moment ;  and  as  for  the  devil,  faith 
minds  him  not,  faith  knows  he  is  nothing  but 
a  fallen  rebellious  angel,  that  lays  under  the 
most  high  God's  everlasting  curse,  which  holds 
him  as  a  chain  in  utter  darkness  ;  and  faith's 
work  is  to  look  to  Jesus  that  destroyed  princi 
palities  and  powers.  But  say  you  there  is  sin ; 
yes,  but  faith  well  knows  that  her  object  and 
author,  has  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh,  and  if 
sin  is  condemned  and  the  sinner  justified,  then 
says  faith,  What  God  condemned  in  my  flesh, 
shall  not  condemn  my  soul  that  God  hath  justi- 
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fled ;  therefore  says  faith,  I  must  look  to  him. 
that  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  to  destroy  the 
works  of  the  devil. 

But  say  you,  the  world  herns  me  in,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  will  draw  me  from  Christ ;  I  am  glad 
you  are  afraid  of  it,  for  God  says,  he  that  is  a 
friend  of  the  world  is  an  enemy  of  God,  there 
fore  faith  looks  to  him  that  says  "  Be  of  good 
cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world,"  John  xvi.  33. 
Well  say  you,  but  my  own  wicked,  corrupted, 
deceitful  heart,  is  my  worst  enemy  ;  yes,  but 
says  faith,  God's  word  declares,  he  that  trusts 
his  own  heart  is  a  fool,  a  natural  man,  and  not 
a  saint,  for  faith  says,  My  work  is  to  look  at 
my  other  object  that  prepares  the  heart ;  and  I, 
says  faith,  am  the  instrument  he  uses  to  purify 
the  heart,  for  I  know,  says  faith,  your  heart  and 
your  flesh  will  fail,  but  if  yourself  will  let  me 
alone,  I  shall  point  out  him  to  you  that  is  the 
strength  of  your  heart,  and  your  portion  for  ever. 
Well,  say  you,  but  if  they  cannot  destroy  me, 
they  destroy  my  comforts,  and  drive  me  from 
the  sensible  presence  of  God,  into  many  misty 
clouds  of  ignorance,  stupidity,  and  insensibility, 
and  into  many  dark  days  of  desertion  ;  darkness 
covers  my  mind,  so  that  I  grope  like  one  blind, 
quite  without  an  evidence  :  this  is  bad  to  be  in, 
but,  says  faith,  I  must  believe  the  promise,  and 
look  to  the  word  of  God,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  12. 

A  good  man  once   said,   that    God  when    he 
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converted  a  sinner,  laid  his  Spirit  in  pawn  to  that 
soul,  so  the  Spirit  is  the  soul's  earnest  of  its  in 
heritance,  and  so  when  we  die,    Christ  receives 
his  own  with  usury.     So,  my  dear  souls,  let  your 
troubles  be  what  they  may,  obey  God's  voice, 
God  says,  «  Give  me  thy  heart ;  "  let  the  blessed 
Jesus  have  it,  for  you  can  do  nothing  in  mending 
of  it,  and  he  says,  Commit  the  keeping  of  your 
souls  into  his  hands;  pray  let  him  have  tt,  and 
he  will  keep  your's  as  well  as  Paul's  till  that 
day.     He  likewise  says,  Offer  up  your  bodies, 
which  is  your  reasonable  service,  pray,  my  dear 
souls,  let  him  have  them  ;  and  he  likewise  says, 
"Commit   thy  works  unto    the    Lord,   and  thy 
thoughts  shall  be  established."     Obey  his  voice 
for  he  gave  himself  for  us  ;  give  we  ourselves 
to  him,  and  then  says  faith,  "  You  are  not  your 
own,  you  are  bought  with  a  price,"   1  Cor.  vi. 
19,  20  ;  then  let  what  enemies  will  come  against 
me.  says  faith,  the  battle  is  not  mine  but  God's  ; 
and  we  must  turn  the  battle  to  the  gate,  says 
David,  and  that  gate  is  Christ. 

So  then  when  enemies  come  to  us,  say  we  as 
the  three  children  did  to  the  king  in  Babylon, 
"  We  are  not  careful  to  answer  thee  in  this 
matter,"  Dan.  iii.  16  ;  for,  says  the  soul,  I  can 
not  answer  any  enemies,  therefore  I  have  com 
mitted  all  my  affairs  into  the  wonderful  Coun 
sellors  hands,  to  plead  for  me.  So  the  soul  that 
is  married  to  Christ,  says  to  all  enemies  if  they 
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demand  any  thing,  Go  to  my  heavenly  husband, 
he  pays  all  for  me,  he  paid  law  and  justice  too 
for  me  ;  and  as  all  fulness  dwells  in  him,  there 
is  enough  to  pay  all  demands  :  and  if  you  have 
peace  with  God  through  Christ,  then  let  faith 
produce  his  receipt  to  any  enemy  that  asks  after 
it,  which  is  this,  He  that  believes  is  justified 
freely  from  all  things,  that  is  your  receipt,  mark 
it ;  when  ye  thus  live,  then  you  live  indeed. 

Would  you  know,  whether  you  have  got 
Christ's  righteousness  on  you  ?  depend  on  it  you 
have  if  you  have  got  rid  of  all  your  own,  for 
whom  Christ  strips  he  clothes,  Zech.  iii.  4  ; 
Christ  puts  no  new  cloth  upon  our  old  garments, 
lest  the  rent  is  made  worse.  I  have  much  more 
to  say  but  no  more  time.  Pray  give  my  love 
to  C.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  and  tell  them  to  take 
hold,  and  keep  hold  of  Christ ;  stretch  forth  the 
withered  hand,  and  pray  the  Lord  to  lift  it  up, 
according  to  his  promise,  Micah  v.  9.  My  wife 
joins  in  love  to  you,  and  I  conclude,  an  enemy 
to  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil.  Christ 
be  with  you,  Amen. 

WM.    HUNTINGTOX. 

I  cannot  conclude  here,  now  I  must  go  on  and 
make  a  double  letter  of  it.  Would  you  know 
whether  you  have  got  Christ,  and  the  truth  in 
your  heart,  and  mercy  from  God  through  him  ? 
depend  upon  it  you  have,  if  conscience  condemns 
thee  not.  Would  you  know  whether  you  are 
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made  wise  to  salvation,  and  your  wisdom  all 
from  the  blessed  Jesus,  the  great  prophet  ?  why, 
God  says,  he  will  destroy  the  wisdom  of  the  wise, 
and  if  you  are  sure  you  are  a  fool  of  yourself, 
and  have  not  wisdom  in  your  own  eyes,  Prov. 
iii.  7,  then  be  sure  your  wisdom  is  in  Christ  laid 
up,  Prov.  ii.  6.  Would  you  know  whether  you 
have  got  saving  faith  in  the  blood  of  Christ  ? 
why,  if  you  can  discern  unbelief  to  be  the  damn 
ing  sin  of  the  whole  world,  and  feel  it  so  to 
be,  this  is  the  Spirit's  work  in  the  heart,  John 
xvi.  9. 

Where  God  discovers  unbelief,  he  gives  faith, 
all  the  time  unbelief  is  hid  from  our  eyes,  we 
cannot  have  faith,  and  therefore  all  that  is  not  of 
faith  is  sin  ;  but  if  you  can  persuade  yourself 
from  what  you  have  felt,  and  what  you  have 
seen  in  the  word,  and  what  you  have  heard 
preached,  that  Jesus  is  your's,  then  if  you  have 
been  enabled  to  believe,  the  fruit  of  faith  is 
peace,  Kom.  v.  1.  Hold  him  fast  in  the  prom 
ises,  and  that  will  not  fail.  Bring  what  you  feel 
and  the  word  together,  and  that  will  stand  fast, 
Isai.  viii.  20.  Would  you  know  how  God  causes 
his  people  to  hear  his  voice,  and  how  God  in 
structs  his  people  ?  it  is  by  temptation,  and  by 
deliverance  from  it;  by  persecution,  and  by  the 
stirring  of  corruption,  and  by  doubts  and  fears, 
and  deliverance  from  them.  By  sharp  convic 
tions  going  before,  and  comforts  coming  after, 
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by  our  blindness  and  knowledge,  followed  by 
the  light  of  God's  Spirit ;  by  uncomfortable  and 
comfortable  frames,  by  sharp  soul  sorrow  and 
heavenly  joy. 

Would  you  know  whether  God  loves  you  ?  he 
docs  if  he  scoiirges  you  well,  Prov.  iii.  11,  12; 
his  chastenings  are  our  instructions,  mind  what 
every  stripe  utters,  listen  to  its  voice,  Micah 
vi.  9.  Depend  on  it  God  loves  you,  if  you  on 
account  of  sin  hate  yourself ;  Christ  says,  He 
that  hates  his  life  in  .this  world,  shall  keep  it 
to  life  eternal.  Would  you  know  whether  you 
grow  in  grace,  and  knowledge,  and  love,  and 
how  you  grow  ?  I  answer,  by  being  condemned 
by  the  law,  and  by  being  justified  by  Christ's 
gospel ;  by  being  wounded  in  your  spirit,  and 
having  it  bound  up  by  the  Spirit  of  God ;  by 
being  often  in  trouble,  and  helped  out  by  Christ 
through  the  prayer  of  faith  ;  by  being  honoured 
before  sinners,  and  sometimes  dishonoured  before 
saints,  to  humble  pride  ;  by  being  lashed  by  con 
science,  and  comforted  by  God ;  by  being  con 
quered  by  sin,  and  delivered  by  Christ.  Thus 
we  are  taught  by  darkness  and  by  light,  by 
desertion  and  consolation,  by  deaduess  and  live 
liness,  by  insensible  and  sensible  feelings,  and 
by  faith  and  unbelief.  Now  may  the  almighty 
Jesus  bless  this,  and  all  your  souls,  is  the  desire 
of  a  miserable,  poor  wretch,  and  make  you  truly 
poor  in  spirit,  continual  beggars  at  a  throne  of 
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grace,  destitute  of  all  help  but  Christ,  and  never 
any  stock  in  your  own  hands,  but  all  in  Jesus, 
Amen.  Love  to  all  saints. 

WM.    HUNTINGTON. 


LETTEK    CLXXVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Ditton. 
My  dear  Brother  and  Sister, 

I  HOPE  in  the  Lord,  the  dearly  beloved  of  me, 
and  longed  for  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  this 
comes  with  the  strongest  love  to  your  souls.  I 
write  to  you,  because  I  must  be  at  Kingston  on 
Thursday,  about  that  unhappy  affair,  therefore 
you  cannot  expect  me  at  Ewell.  0  my  dear  souls, 
I  think  I  every  day  see  our  awful  calamities  com 
ing  on,  shocking  divisions  are  in  the  country,  our 
day  is  far  spent. 

I  charge  you  all  in  the  presence  of  God,  to  try 
yourselves  by  scripture  and  prayer,  whether  you 
be  in  the  faith.  Soon,  my  dear  souls,  must  we 
all  appear  before  the  awful  tribunal  of  God,  where 
there  will  be  no  feeing  the  judge,  nor  bribing 
the  jury,  I  mean  the  twelve  apostles,  that  will 
judge  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  Then  all 
hypocrites  will  be  uncased,  and  the  king  and  the 
beggar  stand  both  on  a  level,  and  only  the  poor 
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in  spirit  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  of  which 
happy  number  may  you  be,  shall  be  the  prayer 
of  the  vilest  sinner,  and  feeblest  saint,  William 
HuntingtoD. 

Our  friends  at  Woking  give  their  kind  love  to 
you ;  God  seemed  to  follow  the  word  with  power, 
some  crying  tinder  great  concern  of  soul ;  they 
lay  near  my  heart,  0  pray  that  they  may  lay 
in  the  bosom  of  Christ.  I  pray  you,  withdraw 
from  all  that  walk  unholy,  and  let  the  world 
hang  loose  on  your  back,  and  follow  hard  after 
that  spirit  of  love  and  meekness  in  which  I  found 
you  the  last  time  I  was  with  you ;  all  pride,  and 
lightness  of  spirit,  is  hid  from  your  eyes  in  that 
frame.  Beware  of  vain  talk  and  vain  people, 
watch  against  the  devil,  and  watch  God's  hand  in 
answering  prayer. 

Now,  0  God,  I  commit  this  into  thy  hand, 
and  their  dear  souls,  praying  thee  to  bless  them, 
and  own  this  to  their  good,  Amen.  Tell  M.  to 
beware  of  sin,  for  if  she  wilfully  sins  again,  there 
is  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin,  but  a  fearful  looking 
for  of  judgment,  as  the  scripture  says.  May  God 
keep  you  all,  Amen.  We  all  join  in  love  to  your 
souls,  Amen. 

WM.    HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTEK   CLXXVIL 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Ditton. 
DEAR    FRIENDS, 

I  CONFESS  my  fault  in  not  sending  to  you  before, 
but  believe  me  I  have  but  little  time.  Last 
Sunday  week,  I  went  to  London  and  preached, 
and  the  Lord  was  with  us  indeed,  though  stran 
gers  to  each  other  before.  I  found  soon  we  were 
fellow-citizens ;  the  Lord  gave  me  great  power  in 
prayer  and  preaching,  and  we  parted  in  the  lan 
guage  of  a  friend  of  old,  "  It  is  good  for  us  to  be 
here."  From  thence  I  went  to  Camberwell,  and 
found  my  dear  sister  alive  to  God,  and  I  went  to 
hear  Mr.  B.  in  the  evening,  and  had  such  a  time, 
that  I  wished  to  die  before  I  got  out  of  the  church. 

0  Lord,  ever  give  me  this  bread.     I  parted  with 
her,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  with  some 
of  the  old  prophetic  love  in  our  hearts ;  0   heav 
enly  wind,  blow  it  into  a  flame.     Between  four 
and  five  in  the  morning  I  reached  home ;  I  do 
really  believe  this  is  better  than  sleeping. 

Last  Saturday  I  was  dreadfully  tried  by  an 
old  enemy  that  I  had  been  preaching  against  a 
night  or  two  before,  tried  till  my  soul  groaned. 

1  told  a  friend  that  I  would  at  him  again  when  I 
got  out ;  it  is  he  that  our  motber  overcame  by 
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the  blood  of  the  Lamb  :  0  God  give  power.  On 
Sunday  morning  I  went  to  Moulsey  in  chains,  but 
found  freedom  of  speech,  though  no  love  on  my 
heart ;  but  it  was  a  blessing  to  them  that  were 
bound,  God  will  not  let  me  work  for  nothing. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Woking  alone,  not 
quite  alone,  for  my  foe  was  near  at  hand,  which 
made  me  look  up  and  cry  heartily  to  God ;  yet  I 
was  big  with  expectation  of  feeling  some  of  the 
fire  of  God's  love,  after  this  fire  of  confusion,  and 
going  over  Seend  Marsh,  a  man  that  comes  to 
hear  me  told  me  that  one  Captain  B.  and  his  wife, 
and  some  more  people,  wanted  to  hear  me  preach. 
I  told  them  if  they  got  together  against  1  came 
back,  I  would  preach  to  them.  Well,  thought  I, 
this  will  pay  for  my  temptation. 

When  I  came  to  my  dear  flock  they  gladly  re 
ceived  me,  and  the  room  was  full ;  I  found  it 
well  between  God  and  my  soul  alone,  and  went 
out  to  speak,  and  there  were  some  stood  without 
doors,  the  room  would  not  hold  them.  I  spake 
from  these  words,  "  Have  you  received  the  Holy 
Ghost  ?  "  and  God  blessed  it.  Then  I  retired  to 
get  a  text  for  them  without,  and  the  Bible  was 
shut  up  from  me  ;  0  how  was  I  tried,  I  prayed  and 
cried  to  God,  and  1  said,  there  was  the  greatest 
multitude  I  ever  spoke  to.  At  last  1  went  trem 
bling  out  with  these  words,  uBut  they  shook  off 
the  dust  of  their  feet  against  them,  and  came  unto 
Iconium,"  Acts  xiii.  51 ;  still  in  chains,  and  my 
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dear  brother  H.  pitying  me  with  tears.  This 
concourse  of  people  came  from  all  quarters,  a 
great  many  hundreds  ;  as  soon  as  I  took  my  text, 
down  dropped  my  chains,  and  I  never  felt  out  of 
doors  such  boldness  and  power,  and  all  so  quiet, 
so  awed,  and  such  power.  After  sermon  they 
thronged  round  the  door,  I  exhorted  them  till 
my  soul  wept,  and  some  that  I  never  saw  before 
wept  with  me;  nigh  a  hundred  of  them  stood 
round  me,  and  God  was  powerful  with  us.  They 
kept  me  till  dark,  many  wanted  to  go  to  Seend 
with  me,  so  I  left  them  like  little  children. 

When  I  came  to  Seend,  there  were  a  few  peo 
ple  waiting,  there  had  been  both  foot  and  horse, 
but  many  were  gone  ;  they  asked  me  to  preach, 
and  they  called  the  Captain  out ;  there  was  still 
some  foot  and  some  horse.  So  I  went  into  a 
house,  and  picked  out  a  text,  and  then  went  out 
and  preached  in  the  dark,  all  stood  still,  and  I 
hope  God  was  with  us,  so  I  got  home  about 
twelve  o'clock.  On  Monday  night  I  preached 
at  Twickenham,  after  being  three  times  asked, 
and  God  was  there ;  some  wanted  to  hear  because 
of  the  evil  report  raised  about  me,  and  God  met 
them,  and  sent  them  away  with  a  very  good 
opinion  of  me. 

On  Tuesday  evening  I  preached  at  Eichmond, 
some  thronged  to  hear  because  I  had  been  called 
a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing,  but  God  was  with  me; 
some  were  greatly  cut,  others  that  came  to  hear 
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night  I  preached  at  Ditton,  with  as  great  liberty 
as  ever,  God  was  with  us,  and  some  of  my  dear 
friends  from  Kingston,  who  have  strongly  opposed 
me,  ciime  to  hear  out  of  curiosity  ;  but  God  sent 
them  home  with  these  words  in  their  mouth,  It 
is  worth  coming  for.  My  dear  friends  that  gave 
it  out  that  I  was  a  wolf  come  to  scatter  the  Hock, 
have  since  altered  their  minds,  and  said  that  I 
was  a  child  of  God,  but  no  preacher,  though  they 
never  heard  me  before.  The  next  words  I  sup 
pose  will  be,  that  I  am  a  preacher  but  no  bishop; 
Lord,  what  is  man  !  % 

A  gentleman  from  London  who  was  at  Woking 
told  me,  that  he  thought  I  was  to  blame  to  go  to 
Richmond,  and  to  blame  to  preach  out  of  doors, 
because  I  had  no  learning ;  this  was  a  month  ago 
last  Sunday  ;  many  quality  came  with  him  from 
Guildford,  so  he  distressed  iny  soul  greatly. 
But  I  went  away  and  poured  out  my  soul,  com 
plaint  and  all,  before  God  alone,  till  my  heart 
was  broke,  and  then  I  went  out  to  preach,  and  I 
think  one  of  the  clearest  discourses  I  ever  deliv 
ered,  and  with  great  power.  Then  the  gentleman 
called  me  aside,  and  offered  me  money  to  bear 
my  expenses,  which  I  refused  ;  he  told  me  he 
wished  he  could  give  me  twenty  pounds ;  he  said 
I  was  called  of  God,  and  told  me  never  to  work 
journey-work  under  any  proprietors,  but  to  go  on 
as  I  did,  and  I  am  determined  to  have  no  master 


46 

but  Christ,  So  I  see  from  this  gentleman,  that 
if  I  consulted  man  I  should  neither  preach  nor 
hold  my  tongue  ;  God  make  me  a  preacher,  not 
of  man  nor  by  man. 

A  minister  was  sent  down  from  London  to 
preach,  and  to  expose  me  in  the  pulpit ;  he  said 
he  knew  I  preached  errors,  but  never  heard  me. 
He  said  he  knew  I  did  not  live  according  to  the 
gospel,  but  never  saw  me ;  he  said  I  had  left  off 
work,  God  forgive  his  lies ;  he  said  I  preached 
for  money,  but  I  could  stand  search  any  time  I 
believe,  If  any  man  would  give  me  a  thousand 
pounds,  I  could  not  leave  off  preaching,  God 
holds  me  with  a  strong  hand.  The  proprietors 
threaten  laying  me  in  prison,  because  I  am  not 
licensed ;  after  this  many  people  came  to  hear  me 
at  Bichmond  with  keen  ears,  to  hear  what  a  mon 
ster  of  sin  I  was.  1  earnestly  begged  of  God  in 
my  prayer  publicly,  that  God  would  shew  them 
whether  I  was  light  or  wrong  in  coining,  if  wrong 
that  he  would  confound  me,  if  right  that  power 
might  be  felt ;  and  God  was  with  me  with  a  wit 
ness,  and  convinced  them  all.  I  must  conclude, 
it  is  midnight,  Pray  give  my  love  to  all  friends. 
I  wish  you  my  dear  friends  the  peace  of  heaven, 
and  more  communication  with  iny  dear,  dear 
Bedeemer,  Amen. 
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LETTER    CLXXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

DS, 

WHEN  may  a  child  of  God  lay  down  ?  When 
he  can  get  no  higher  in  his  spiritual  mind  ;  when 
no  lower  in  humility  ;  when  no  further  in  gos 
pel  experience  ;  when  there  is  nothing  more  new 
in  the  Bible  ;  when  he  seeks  Jesus  in  vain  ;  and 
when  he  is  the  invisible  image  of  Christ  in  full 
stature. 

I  tell  you  when  I  intend  to  leave  off  prayer. 
When  corruption  is  entirely  destroyed ;  when 
my  heart  can  no  longer  deceive ;  when  I  have 
done  kicking  at  the  cross,  and  never  a  cross  to 
take  up ;  when  the  world  no  more  deceives  my 
eyes ;  and  when  the  devil  is  ashamed  to  shew  me 
his  face. 

Two  ways  I  deceive  myself,  and  two  ways  I 
am  deceived.  When  I,  to  encourage  pride,  want 
to  appear  more  gracious  than  I  am ;  and  when 
through  fear  I  hide  that  grace  I  really  have ; 
when  I  thought  I  had  strength  for  a  great  trial, 
and  sunk  at  a  small  one ;  and  when  I  sunk  at  the 
thoughts  of  a  great  cross,  and  when  it  came 
carried  it  boldly  :  one  is  strength  in  weakness, 
the  other  is  weakness  in  strength. 

I  am  always  in  fear.     When  comfort  is  gone  I 
fear  it  will  come  no  more ;  when  I  have  got  it  I 
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fear  being  robbed ;  when  I  am  in  trouble  I  am 
not  easy  ;  and  when  I  walk  long  easy  I  am  in 
trouble. 

Two  things  I  should  like  to  pray  for.  To  be 
saved  from  my  good  works,  and  to  have  the  sins 
forgiven  of  my  godly  sorrow. 

Two  things  I  desire  to  see,  which  would  strike 
me  dead.  To  see  myself  as  I  really  am  in  God's 
sight,  as  a  sinner ;  and  to  see  Christ  as  he  is  in 
glory,  and  that  is  the  best  sight  of  all ;  terror 
always  hardens  my  heart,  and  to  taste  Christ's 
love  coming  out  of  a  trial,  breaks  it  all  to  pieces. 

One  way  I  commonly  get  a  blessing  at  Meet 
ing.  When  the  preacher  has  nothing  of  his 
own ;  when  it  comes  hot  from  the  Lord,  given 
in  as  it  is  dealt  out,  and  then  it  is  wet ;  a  dis 
course  laid  up  in  the  head  is  mostly  dry. 

My  clear  C.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  and  all  my 
poor  dear  souls,  I  wish  you  all  the  blessed  Jesus ; 
all  is  heaven  with  him,  all  is  hell  and  damnation 
without  him.  0  my  dear,  dear  Lord,  and  God, 
and  Saviour,  Jesus,  be  thou  my  portion  for  ever, 
Amen. 

WM.    HUNTINGTON. 

P.S.  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you.  Pray  lisp 
out  something  of  heart-work,  that  I  may  guess 
whether  it  is  Jesus  speaks  or  not.  The  devil 
tells  me  I  shall  be  praised,  for  this  disappoint 
him,  and  praise  God.  I  do  not  like  he  should 
please  me,  I  do  not  like  to  please  him. 


49 


LETTEE  CLXXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Ditton. 
My  dear  Brother  and  Sister, 

J.HIS  comes  with  my  love  to  you  and  all  friends, 
hoping  your  souls  prosper,  and  am  sorry  I  could 
not  come  to  you  ;  I  did  set  out  to  come,  but  it 
was  so  dark  and  late  that  I  went  hack  again,  hut 
my  heart  was  in  a  measure  with  you.  0  how 
did  the  devil  work  me  because  I  could  not  come, 
but  I  know  we  should  meet  oftener  together,  if 
you  prayed  for  it  more  ;  all  things  are  possible  to 
them  that  pray  in  faith,  for  God  says,  he  will  be 
enquired  of,  that  he  may  do  these  things  for  us, 
and  blessed  be  his  name,  it  is  right  we  should. 

0  my  dear  brother  and  sister,  tell  God  of 
every  trouble  you  meet  with  as  soon  as  it  comes, 
for  when  you  try  to  help  yourselves,  you  fall  into 
a  bad  temper,  and  grieve  the  Spirit  of  holiness, 
and  Satan  leads  you  into  darkness.  I  thought 
to-night  he  would  work  you,  and  tell  you  we 
should  meet  no  more,  but  do  not  believe  the 
father  of  lies ;  as  soon  as  you  find  he  works  on 
you  and  makes  you  cross,  go  directly  and  tell 
God  of  it,  and  the  Lord  will  soon  bruise  his  head, 
for  God  tells  us  to  cast  our  cares  on  him.  The 

devil  loves  to  see  our  souls  bowed  down  with  our 
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own  cares.  0  thou  enemy  of  all  truth,  we  defy 
thee  in  the  strength  of  Jesus,  and  through  Christ 
we  hope  we  shall  rejoice  in  heaven,  when  you 
will  burn  world  without  end  :  0  Lord,  deliver  us 
from  him  because  he  tempts  us. 

I  have  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  he  gives  his 
love  to  you  both,  it  is  something  of  the  language 
of  Canaan.  0  my  clear  souls,  keep  close  to 
Jesus,  and  let  that  be  your  chiefest  work.  Follow, 
my  dear  friends,  that  weeping  spirit  of  meekness, 
that  is  the  frame  we  walk  safe  in,  and  beware  of 
a  light  spirit,  and  a  light  conversation  ;  keep  from 
sinners,  and  keep  humble,  and  may  the  Lord  bless 
you.  My  soul  shall  weep  for  you  all :  remember 
me  to  all  friends.  My  wife  gives  her  love ;  the 
Lord  bless  thee,  Amen. 

HUNTINGTON. 


LETTEE   CLXXX. 
TO  MBS,  W. 

Thames  Ditton. 


My  dear  Daughter  in  Christ, 

I  TRUST,  by  the  Lord  thou  art  highly  favoured, 
blessed  art  thou  among  women.  It  is  true,  my 
daughter,  thou  hast  lost  a  good  and  a  great 
earthly  comfort,  but  let  not  thy  precious  soul  be 
bowed  down  on  that  account,  for  my  dear  master 
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will  surely  do  the  kinsman's  part  for  thee,  and 
be  a  nourisher  of  thy  soul  in  thy  widowhood 
state.  Thy  old  father  Mordecai,  hath  not  forgot 
thee,  but  will  surely  sit  at  the  king's  gate,  beg 
ging  in  sackcloth  for  thee,  till  he  knows  how  it 
will  go  with  poor  Esther.  Pray,  my  daughter, 
let  me  know  how  thy  poor  soul  fares ;  send  me  a 
letter,  send  me  spiritual  savoury  meat  in  it,  such 
as  thy  father's  soul  loveth,  and  let  it  come  in  a 
lordly  dish  ;  and  I  will  now  and  then  send  thee 
a  spiritual  bracelet,  and  sometimes  a  signet,  and 
sometimes  a  staff. 

Put  off  thy  widowhood  garments  from  thee, 
and  call  thyself  Hephzibah,  for  the  Lord  de- 
lighteth  in  thee.  Surely  I  will  do,  in  Christ 
Jesus,  the  duty  of  a  father  and  a  husband  to 
thee,  and  if  the  Lord  blesses  my  letter  to  thee, 
thou  must  call  my  name  Asher,  and  say7  he 
yieldeth  royal  dainties.  I  will  if  thou  desire  it, 
speak  to  the  king  for  thee,  or  the  captain  of  the 
host,  and  when  thou  art  permitted  to  touch  the 
sceptre,  thou  must  remember  Mordecai ;  and  if  I 
find  by  thy  letter  thou  art  happy  in  soul,  I  will 
say  it  is  enough,  my  child  is  yet  alive.  What  ? 
dost  thou  say  bless  me,  even  me,  0  my  father  ? 
I  have  blessed  thee,  and  will  pray  that  thy  cruse 
may  not  fail,  nor  the  meal  waste. 

Where  art  thou  my  daughter?  in  the  tent  laugh 
ing  through  unbelief,  saying,  shall  I  have  a  son 
that  am  old  ?  0  my  daughter,  thou  hast  borne 
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seven,  thou  hast  a  holy  child  in  the  womb  of 
hope,  and  at  death  thou  wilt  see  him,  and  laugh 
so,  that  all  that  hear  will  laugh  with  thee.  Fear 
not,  my  daughter,  thy  father  will  give  thee  a 
good  south  land,  and  the  upper  and  nether 
springs,  and  thy  name  shall  be  Anna,  thou  shalt 
speak  of  him  to  those  that  look  for  redemption 
in  Israel. 

Pray  give  my  kind  love  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L. 
and  Mrs.  F.  and  be  sure  to  get  the  room  ready 
on  the  wall,  and  set  the  table  in  order,  and  the 
stool,  and  the  chair,  and  get  a  candlestick  ready, 
for  I  am  going  to  Carmel  next  Monday,  it  is  new 
moon.  Fare  thee  well,  my  daughter,  a  full 
reward  be  given  thee  of  the  Lord,  under  whose 
wings  thou  art  forced  to  trust.  Let  me  have 
joy  of  thee,  my  daughter;  be  thou  a  spiritual 
comfort  to  Paul  the  aged. 

WM.  HU^TINGTON. 


LETTEB     CLXXXI. 

TO  MBS.  . 

Thames  Ditton. 


To  my  dear  Phebe,  greeting, 

GRACE,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  her,  from  him 
which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty. 
I  received  thy  epistle  yesterday,  and  was  glad  to- 
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hear  that  my  poor  blind  child  was  alive,  with 
her  tottering  faith.  And  now  Phebe  is  desirous 
of  knowing  what  the  Lord  hath  done  for  me, 
listen  to  a  parable,  my  daughter,  and  I  will  open 
my  dark  sayings  on  the  harp  ;  To  thee  it  is 
given  to  know  the  words  of  the  wise,  and  their 
dark  sayings.  Why,  then  Jesus  is  so  immense 
that  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  him, 
and  yet  my  heart  holds  him  ;  he  is  incomprehen 
sible,  and  yet  I  know  him  ;  invisible,  and  yet  I 
see  him ;  immortal,  yet  dwells  with  mortal  man  ; 
eternal,  and  yet  born  in  time.  Now  if  thou  dost 
not  plough  with  Christ's  heifer,  thou  wilt  not 
find  out  the  riddle,  and  poor  Phebe  said  it  was 
manna,  for  she  wist  not  what  to  call  it.  See 
then  that  thou  lay  up  a  little  of  this  hidden 
manna  in  thy  golden  pot,  for  thou  wilt  want  it 
in  the  great  day. 

I  think  by  thy  letter,  thou  art   not   grown  at 
all,  thou  art  little  of  stature,  I  wish  thou  wouldest 
get   up  into   the  tree  of    life  ;    surely   thou  art 
ricketty,  or  else  they  do  not  nurse  and  feed  this 
poor  blind  child.     Thy  hands  seem  very  weak, 
and  thy  knees  feeble,  I  advise  thee  to  bathe  in 
Ezekiel's   holy    waters,   and    do  not    be  afraid ; 
paddle  in  them  up  to  thy  very  heart,  and  drink 
a    little    new    wine    of    the    kingdom,    for   thy 
stomach's  sake,   and   thy  often   infirmities ;  and 
take  a  little  of  the  oil  of  joy  to  anoint  thee,  for 
thou  knowest  not  how  soon  thou  mavest  be  called 
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to  stand  before  the  king.  Let  no  filthiness  appear 
in  thy  skirts,  go  in  peace,  and  be  whole  of  the 
plague  of  thy  unbelief.  If  I  had  thee  here,  I 
should  search  thy  tent  very  narrowly,  I  should 
examine  thy  stuff  to  see  if  thou  hast  got  an 
image  instead  of  Christ.  Take  Christ,  and  eat 
him  up,  for  he  only  creates  an  appetite. 

But  you  want  to  know  how  I  go  on,  why 
faith,  hope,  love,  and  godly  zeal,  are  with  me 
still,  and  they  are  very  profitable  to  me  for  the 
ministry,  but  patience  I  have  left  at  Miletum 
sick.  The  old  man  is  with  me  still,  and  in  a 
thriving  condition ;  by  all  that  I  can  do  I  cannot 
keep  him  lame  in  both  his  feet,  I  am  obliged 
to  dwell  with  him  that  hates  peace  ;  but  blessed 
be  God  I  have  great  success  in  my  labours,  and 
preach  more  than  ever,  but  am  weak  in  body. 
You  want  to  know  how  my  wife  does,  she  is 
with  me  still  in  the  tent,  and  a  flying  in  my 
face  every  now  and  then  as  usual ;  she  is  very 
fond  of  Hagar,  and  determined  not  to  part  with 
Moses  if  she  can  help  it,  and  he  is  a  cruel 
husband  to  her  soul  ;  there  will  be  a  divorce 
soon  I  believe,  for  he  has  almost  killed  her. 

Little  Ebenezer  is  well,  and  cannot  walk,  and 
there  is  another  just  at  hand  will  tread  upon  his 
heels ;  old  Leah  has,  and  will  have  a  good  dowr)^ 
she  is  neither  barren  nor  unfruitful  We  are  all 
well  here  at  present,  and  I  wish  thee  better  in 
soul,  lay  by  thy  leading  strings,  and  lean  on 
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Christ  by  faith  more  Betty,  mind  what  I  say, 
lean  on  the  Lord  as  thy  staff.  I  suppose  I  shall 
receive  an  answer  within  a  year,  for  she  is  idle, 
she  is  idle  ;  fare  thee  well,  the  God  of  peace  be 
with  thee  ;  I  believe  I  shall  see  thee  by  and  by. 
My  dame  joins  in  love  to  you,  in  Christ, 

HlTNTINGTON. 


LETTEK    CLXXXII. 

TO   THE   SAME. 

BOTH  your  epistles,  Betty,  came  to  hand,  but 
the  first  in  which  you  ordered  me  how  and  where 
to  direct  to  you,  is  mislaid,  so  that  I  am  con 
strained  to  direct  this  to  brother  G.  who  I  doubt 
not  will  help  it  to  you.  Your  first  convinced  me 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  always  thought,  that  when 
you  left  me  you  went  from  God,  however  the 
elect  of  God  cannot  be  lost,  for  they  are  appointed 
to  obtain  the  salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
with  eternal  glory.  Hence  the  Saviour  says, 
"  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me  shall  come 
to  me,  and  he  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out,"  John  vi.  37. 

We  may  procure  many  rods  and  stripes,  crosses 
and  burdens,  to  our  own  souls,  which  may  cause 
us  to  go  halting  to  the  grave,  but  nothing  shall 
ever  alter  the  eternal  purpose  of  God,  nor  prevent 
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his  most  holy  Spirit,  and  his  eternal  love  from 
finding  them  out.  I  am  a  living  witness  of  this, 
for  though  I  never  sought  him,  yet  he  sought 
me ;  I  never  called  upon  his  name  in  truth,  yet 
he  called  upon  mine ;  and  though  out  of  the  way 
of  the  means,  his  means  made  a  way  to  me  :  "  I 
am  found,"  saith  he,  "  of  them  that  sought  me 
not."  "I  know  my  sheep,  and  they  hear  my 
voice ;  and  they  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall 
any  pluck  them  out  of  my  hands."  "  I  lay  down 
my  life  for  my  sheep,  and  I  give  unto  them 
eternal  life  ; "  and  these,  Betty,  are  the  true 
sayings  of  God. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  by  your  last,  that  you  found 
some  encouragement  under  the  word,  when  in 
town  ;  I  was  afraid  that  your  appetite  had  been 
so  vitiated,  feeding  so  long  upon  husks,  that  the 
provisions  of  Wisdom's  table,  and  the  true  bread, 
would  hardly  go  down ;  though  when  the  same 
mighty  famine  falls  on  us,  as  did  on  the  poor  pro 
digal,  nothing  but  the  bread  of  life  will  suffice ; 
and  my  soul  blesses  Grod  for  making  such  provi 
sion,  and  for  inviting  them  to  it  who  are  ready  to 
perish.  What  a  hearty  welcome  do  poor  sinners 
meet  with,  when  they  bring  a  craving  appetite 
with  them  ;  "Eat  0  friends,  drink,  yea,  drink 
abundantly,  0  beloved ;  "  so  true  is  the  word  of 
his  grace,  that  he  filleth  the  hungry  with  good 
things,  but  he  sendeth  the  rich  in  themselves, 
empty  away,  Luke  i.  53. 
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The  elder  sons  by  creation,  who  are  in  their 
first-born  state,  in  the  flesh  and  not  born  again, 
frankly  own  that  our  heavenly  Father  never  gave 
them  a  kid,  to  make  merry  with  their  friends  ; 
but  those  who  are  predestinated  to  the  adoption 
of  sous,  these  poor  prodigals  when  they  return, 
obtain  the  ring  of  eternal  love,  the  robe  of  im 
puted  righteousness,  and  the  fatted  calf  ;  and 
though  the  elder  sons  are  offended  with  this,  yet 
God  will  have  it  so,  and  there  is  no  resisting  his 
will.  Betty,  cleave  close  to  Jesus,  delight  thy 
soul  in  him,  and  make  up  all  thy  happiness  in 
him,  for  all  besides  is  death.  Be  a  good  girl, 
and  mind  your  books,  I  mean,  scripture  and 
conscience,  keep  there,  for  out  of  them  are  the 

issues  of  life. 

Ever  your's, 

.    HUNTINGTON. 


LETTEK    CLXXXIII. 
TO  MR.  A. 

I  WAS  glad  to  hear  from  thee,  my  son,  but  am 
much  engaged  with  a  book  in  hand,  which  by 
visitors  I  have  been  much  hindered  in  writing. 
You  must  not  judge  of  your  success  by  your  dif 
ferent  frames,  the  treasure  is  lodged  in  an  earthen 
vessel,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be 
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of  God  and  not  of  us.  He  often  displays  his 
power,  when  we  are  most  weak,  and  his  wisdom 
in  and  by  the  most  simple  means  and  words,  that 
men  may  learn  to  distinguish  between  the  instru 
ment  and  the  hand  that  uses  it.  Paul's  bodily 
presence  was  contemptible,  said  his  enemies,  and 
his  speech  weak ;  but  his  letters  were  weighty 
and  powerful,  and  so  were  his  [words.  Paul's 
words  were  seasoned  with  grace ;  the  more  he 
cleaved  to  Christ,  the  more  he  savoured  of  him  ; 
and  the  more  savoury  he  was,  the  more  unctuous 
was  the  flock.  "  All  his  garments  smell  of 
myrrh,"  which  is  sweet,  "  and  of  aloes,"  which  is 
bitter.  Ezekiel's  roll,  and  John's  little  book  were 
bitter  sweets  ;  the  sweeter  the  Lord's  presence  is, 
the  more  bitter  his  absence  ;  and  the  more  fruit 
ful  we  are,  the  more  purging  will  the  branch  need. 
Give  yourself  much  to  study  and  reading,  and 
when  this  becomes  our  delight,  the  work  will  be 
the  more  pleasant. 

I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  report  that  I 
hear  of  thee.  Purifying  faith,  truth  in  the  love 
of  it,  and  a  good  conscience,  will  carry  a  man 
with  peace  and  fortitude,  through  this  vain  world. 
Farewell,  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  with  thee, 
and  with  all  them  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus. 
Ever  your's  in  him, 

WM.  HUNTINGDON. 
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LETTEK   CLXXXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
Dear  Son  and  Fellow-labourer, 

GRACE  and  peace  be  with  thee,  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Souls  young  in  faith,  and  under 
the  powerful  constraints  of  love,  are  always  for 
ward  to  lengthen  Zion's  cords,  and  to  strengthen 
her  stakes ;  and  while  the  promises  flow  in,  and 
consolations  abound,  they  are  for  pouring  this 
treasure  out  to  them  that  are  abroad  ;  and  nothing 
pleases  them  so  much,  as  a  few  children  to  nurse. 
Others  are  fired  with  zeal,  I  will  not  say  always 
according  to  knowledge,  but  these  are  forward  to 
sound  an  alarm,  to  awaken,  and  to  plough  up  the 
fallow  ground.  Thus  love  draws  the  one,  and 
zeal  drives  the  other  ;  and  while  these  two  springs 
last,  the  work  goes  off  tolerable  easy,  and  the 
workmen  are  much  pleased,  especially  with  them 
selves.  But  when  the  former  spring  becomes 
dry,  and  the  nurslings,  like  the  daughters  of  the 
horse-leach,  cry,  Give,  give,  and  there  is  nothing 
but  a  dry  breast — then  the  forward  nurse  would 
be  glad  to  put  up  a  bill  in  the  window,  with  the 
following  inscription,  '  No  nurse  children  taken 
in  here.'  The  ploughman  begins  to  look  back, 
but  Lot's  wife  stands  in  the  way  ;  but  the  breasts 
are  put  up,  and  weaning  time  comes  on,  that  we 
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may  learn  to  eat  meat,  yea,  strong  meat,  and  not 
milk,  for  that  is  for  babes,  and  for  them  who  are 
unskilful  in  the  word  of  righteousness. 

Weaning  serves  to  exercise  our  senses,  to  dis- 

O  ' 

cern  between  good  and  evil,  and  these  trials  lead 
us  under  the  Spirit  to  full  age,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
digest  strong  meat ;  but  as  long  as  we  can  get 
milk,  this  sort  of  food  will  not  go  down  :  u  Whom 
shall  he  teach  knowledge?  and  whom  shall  he 
make  to  understand  doctrine  ?  them  that  are 
weaned  from  the  milk,  and  drawn  from  the 
breasts,"  Isai.  xxviii.  9.  This  teaching  makes 
us  pastors  after  God's  own  heart,  who  are  to  feed 
the  people  with  knowledge  and  understanding ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  my  son,  who  was  for 
ward  enough  at  the  first,  now  finds  that  all  the 
felicity  of  the  just  is  not  confined  to  the  pulpit, 
nor  all  the  happiness  under  the  sun  peculiar  to 
the  ministry. 

When  the  Bible  cannot  be  read  with  light  and 
life,  because  it  is  sealed ;  when  the  gate  of  life, 
and  the  door  of  hope  are  both  closed;  when 
heaven  frowns,  and  Satan  smiles ;  when  the  heart 
is  too  full,  too  big  to  vent  its  grief,  and  God 
denies  access,  and  the  least  apparent  relief  ;  when 
heaven  appears  to  resist  us,  and  Satan  to  reproach 
us ;  when  the  people  are  assembling  in  hope,  and 
the  preacher  alone  in  despondency ;  the  flock  ex 
pecting  the  sermon,  and  the  priest  at  a  loss  for  a 
text ;  God's  rod  on  the  back,  and  enmity  rising  in 
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the  heart ;  the  people  waiting  for  comfort,  but  the 
ambassador  is  weeping  in  bitter  grief — this  sort 
of  work  would  make  him  run  as  well  as  the  for 
mer,  that  is,  he  would  be  as  glad  to  run  back,  as 
he  was  at  first  to  run  forward. 

But  the  branch  that  is  in  the  vine  must  have  a 
threefold  purging ;  the  head  from  blindness, 
darkness,  ignorance,  and  confusion,  that  the 
watchman  may  see  ;  the  heart  from  idols,  that 
Christ  may  be  all  in  all  ;  and  the  whole  soul  from 
self,  which  sends  forth  a  stinking  savour,  that  God 
may  make  manifest  the  savour  of  his  knowledge 
by  us  in  every  place,  2  Cor.  ii.  14.  The  more 
the  branch  is  purged,  the  closer  it  sticks  to  the 
vine  :  and  the  closer  the  union  with  Christ,  the 
more  savoury,  the  more  unctuous,  and  more  pre 
cious  is  the  branch.  The  preacher  wants  ten 
times  the  purging  that  the  hearer  does.  The 
hearer  works  for  himself,  and  all  he  gets  he  keeps ; 
we  work  for  others.  A  whole  day  in  the  furnace 
may  afford  one  meal,  but  the  first  sermon  empties 
the  cupboard ;  so  the  preacher  starves  himself  to 
feed  others.  The  more  powerful  he  preaches,  the 
more  lively  the  people,  but  the  longer  he  preaches 
the  deader  he  gets  ;  life  works  in  them,  but  death 
in  him.  Tender  my  love  to  the  friends  at  N.  and 
G.  and  accept  the  same  from  thy  friend  and  father 
in  Christ  Jesus. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEB   CLXXXV. 

To  Mr.  T. 
DEAR   FRIEND, 

To  pray  for  the  death  of  any  person  is  contrary 
to  the  word  of  God.  When  the  disciples  desired 
fire  from  heaven  to  consume  the  inhabitants  of 
Capernaum,  they  were  rebuked  by  the  Saviour  ; 
and  if  a  person  prays  for  the  death  of  another, 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  cross,  or  to  enjoy  their 
property,  the  sin  is  still  the  greater,  and  cow 
ardice  or  covetousness  is  the  root  of  it ;  and  if 
they  pray  for  the  death  of  a  person  out  of 
revenge,  the  spirit  is  nigh  of  kin  to  that  of 
Cain.  If  a  person  triumph  at  the  death  of  an 
enemy,  and  supposes  himself  a  favourite  of  God 
on  this  account,  Israel  might  draw  the  same 
conclusion  at  the  destruction  of  Pharaoh,  but 
God  destroyed  all  the  Israelites  that  believed 
not ;  the  answer  of  pardon  and  peace  from  God 
through  Christ,  and  that  alone,  can  shew  us 
that  we  are  prevalent  with  God.  "  Eejoice  not 
when  thine  enemy  falleth,  and  let  not  thine 
heart  be  glad  when  he  stumble  th  :  lest  the 
Lord  see  it  and  it  displease  him,"  Prov.  xxiv. 
17,  18. 

Tender   my  kind   respects    to    the   person   of 
whom    you  speak,   tell   her  the  man  was  born 
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blind  that  the  works  of  God  might  be  manifested 
on  him ;  and  some  were  born  eunuchs,  to  whom 
God  speaks  in  Isaiah,  and  says,  let  them  not 
say,  "I  am  a  dry  tree;"  and  perhaps  she  is 
a  cripple  that  her  feet  may  not  run  to  evil, 
but  that  her  heart  may  run  to  God.  The  Holy 
Ghost  makes  the  lame  leap  as  an  hart,  and  the 
tongue  of  the  dumb  to  sing ;  if  she  learns  to 
walk  by  faith,  she  will  fulfil  Isaiah's  prediction, 
"  The  lame  take  the  prey."  My  humble  service 
to  her.  Excuse  haste  as  I  am  going  shortly 
to  B.  will  if  God  permit  send  you  a  line  from 
thence. 

Ever  thine, 

W.IL 


LETTER    CLXXXVI. 

I  DO  not  wonder  at  the  son  of  Mr.  -  — ,  such 
men  entail  a  curse  as  the  Jews  of  old  did,  and 
it  goes  ill  with  them  that  remain  in  their  taber 
nacle  ;  they  harden  their  children,  and  their-  pos 
terity  approve  their  sayings,  and  in  the  general, 
go  to  the  generation  of  their  fathers,  and  never  see 
light.  I  know  of  no  men  on  earth  who  seem  so 
firm  in  the  scorner's  chair,  and  who  dares  so  impu 
dently  to  set  their  mouths  against  the  heavens ; 
the  brightest  idea  that  man  has  of  God,  never 
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rose  one  degree  higher  than  that  which  he  forms 
of  himself ;  the  higher  man  rises  in  himself,  the 
lower  lie  conceives  of  his  Maker. 

But  we  have  not  so  learned  Christ.  In  the 
rays  of  his  own  countenance  we  see  that  just  one, 
as  the  only-begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth.  We  know  his  fulness,  his  beauty, 
and  his  worth ;  and  the  most  distant  prospect  of 
the  utmost  skirt  of  his  robe,  is  of  more  worth  to 
the  perishing  soul  than  a  million  worlds,  when 
he  spreads  his  skirt  over  us,  and  says  unto  us, 
Live.  But  the  heavenly  scenery  that  opens  in 
the  visions  of  faith,  is  too  high  for  a  fool,  he 
cannot  attain  unto  it.  And  what  he  could  see  in 
us,  or  what  could  move  him  to  bow  the  heavens 
and  come  down  to  such  poor  worms,  is  that  which 
I  shall  never  make  out ;  however,  the  mountains 
that  obstructed  us  in  our  approaches  to  him, 
flowed  down  at  his  presence,  darkness  gave  way 
to  light,  rough  places  became  plain,  and  crooked 
things  became  straight ;  and  all  this  was  effectu 
ally  done  by  seeing  the  salvation  of  God. 

Blessed  are  our  eyes,  for  they  see,  and  hope 
tells  us  that  we  shall  see  greater  things  than 
these,  when  the  vail  which  so  often  opens  and 
shuts  shall  be  rent  from  the  top  to  the  bottom, 
and  lays  the  holy  of  holies  open,  and  discloses, 
in  everlasting  light,  our  shield  and  exceeding 
great  reward.  Until  then  we  must  grope  on  like 
the  blind  for  the  wall,  in  a  day  that  is  not  dark 


65 


nor  light,  with  transient  visits,  momentary  relief, 
pleasing  but  passing  operations,  short  indulgences 
and  apparent  long  neglects,  as  spectacles  to  the 
world,  and  sport  for  fools.  Farewell. 

W.H. 


LETTEK    CLXXXVIL 

1  AM  doubtful  whether  you  will  ever  be  able  to 
stop  the  mouth  of  a  blasphemous  devil,  as  he  is 
given  up  to  a  perpetual  course  of  sinning,  and 
will  send  his  darts  through  our  minds  at  every 
turn,  when  he  is  permitted  to  find  but  the  least 
access  to  us.  I  do  not  suppose  that  I  have  been 
entirely  free  from  them  for  oue  month  together 
for  these  twenty  years  ;  at  first  they  terrified  me 
beyond  measure,  but  they  leave  no  guilt,  and 
bring  no  wrath  down  from  heaven  against  our 
souls  ;  nor  will  God  call  us  to  an  account  because 
Satan  wants  to  make  us  as  bad  as  himself. 

I  have  known  the  time  when  Satan  has  been 
sending  his  curses  into  my  heart  even  in  my 
pulpit,  before  I  have  begun  my  text,  and  I  have 
been  rejoicing  in  my  God  not  five  minutes  after ; 
and  at  other  times  his  furious  attacks  have  driven 
me  to  my  knees,  and  I  have  had  a  heaven  upon 
earth  when  I  came  there ;  so  that  the  shafts  of 
Satan  having  lost  their  force,  and  being  so  long 
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accustomed  to  them,  and  finding  the  goodness 
and  faithfulness  of  God  always  the  same,  they 
are  not  so  weighty  and  grievous  as  in  my  infancy 
and  childhood.  As  for  the  old  man  which  is 
corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lusts,  he  will 
never  be  mended,  the  father  of  him  is  the  most 
foul,  filthy,  unclean  creature  in  all  the  world, 
and  you  know  that  every  sin  thnt  a  man  com 
mits,  is  without  the  body,  setting  aside  every 
species  of  fornication,  for  these  are  peculiar  to 
the  body,  and  of  the  body  it  is  said,  "  Dust  thou 
art;"  and  it  is  declared,  that  "  Dust  shall  be 
the  serpent's  meat."  The  inward  workings  of 
our  old  man  is  the  same  as  the  mind  of  Satan, 
and  only  impure  lusts  and  false  doctrines  can 
feed  that  foul  spirit. 

God  never  leaves  me  one  day  but  this  kind  of 
fare  becomes  my  sorrowful  meat,  and  when  I  can 
get  no  better,  no  other  food,  I  often  feed  upon 
the  vain  imaginations  or  imaginary  sweets  of 
these,  till  barrenness  comes  on,  the  furnace  next, 
meekness  next,  and  power  next,  and  then  light 
ness  of  mind,  and  then  the  old  fare  again.  No 
one  has  ever  opened  their  mind  to  me  that  know, 
neither  male  nor  female,  but  what  has  given  me 
to  understand  that  they  were  not  ignorant  of 
Paul's  confession,  "  It  wrought  in  me  all  manner 
of  concupiscence."  I  expect  this  old  man  to 
pursue  me  till  within  two  hours  of  death,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  live  in  your  head 
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when  the  other  end  is  dead  ;  it  has  its  seat  not 
in  what  we  have  received  when  Paul  says,  "  We 
have  the  mind  of  Christ,"  but  it  lives  in  the 
carnal  mind  which  is  enmity,  and  wherefore 
called  the  carnal  mind  ?  because  carnal  things 
live  in  it :  "With  my  mind  I  serve  the  law  of 
God,"  says  Paul,  "  but  with  my  flesh,"  or  fleshly 
mind,  "  I  serve  the  law  of  sin."  "  That  which 
is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is 
born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit." 

Ever  thine, 

WM.    IIUNTLNGTON. 


LETTEE     CLXXXVIII. 

TO  MES.  M.  now  MBS.  B. 

WELL,  Betty,  how  dost  thou  come  on,  my 
daughter  ?  I  hope  thou  sharest  in  the  rich 
repast,  and  sweet  banquets,  which  (according  to 
what  I  hear)  you  are  entertained  with  in  my 
absence.  The  good  Lord  is  very  kind  and  favour 
able  to  me,  he  hath  not  let  me  have  one  real 
barren  time  in  my  soul  in  the  pulpit,  since  my 
arrival  here.  Of  all  his  creatures  I  am  the  least, 
and  the  most  unworthy,  and  yet  of  all  creatures 
the  most  indulged  ;  but  he  will  dwell  with  them 
that  tremble  at  his  word,  he  will  love  them  that 
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love  him,  and  them  that  honour  him  he  will 
honour.  No  state  so  safe,  so  sure,  as  that  of 
being  poor  in  spirit,  and  dependent  on  his  ful 
ness  ;  he  knows  them  that  trust  in  him,  and 
them  that  trust  in  themselves ;  he  will  humble 
the  proud,  and  exalt  the  humble. 

This  place  is  truly  Tottenham  and  the  Taber 
nacle,  never  more  profession  nor  less  possession 
in  any  place  than  in  this  ;  legions  of  young 
candidates,  as  the  cant  word  is,  for  the  ministry, 
but  not  the  least  sign  of  one  qualification  for  it. 
But  my  happiness  lays  in  my  God  and  Saviour, 
and  if  I  cannot  find  it  there,  I  can  find  it  no 
where  else.  0  how  few  is  the  number  of  God's 
elect !  and  not  one  preacher  in  a  thousand,  in 
the  possession  of  one  thing  that  accompanies 
salvation  ;  what  a  blessed  thing  to  be  taught 
of  God,  and  to  know  whom  we  have  believed. 
I  had  about  a  dozen  divines  under  me  last  Tues 
day  evening,  and  expect  fourteen  to  the  dozen 
this  night ;  I  shall  help  to  store  their  garrets, 
that  is  all  that  is  required  by  those  who  have 
got  a  pulpit  in  their  head ;  their  eye  is  single 
at  human  applause,  and  God  gives  them  human 
shame,  when  they  have  got  their  reward  of 
Hosanna.  Give  my  love  to  Jarnes,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  and  to  all  that  love  the  altogether-lovely 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Ever  thine  in  heart  and  affection, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER    CLXXXIX. 

IF  we  arc  to  be  clothed  with  the  apparel  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  reveals,  brings  nigh,  and  puts 
on,  such  as  the  robe  of  righteousness,  the  gar 
ments  of  salvation,  and  the  clothing  of  humility, 
we  must  expect  the  work  of  stripping  to  go 
on  also.  Stripping  and  emptying,  is  the  hardest 
and  most  difficult  work  when  carrying  on,  that 
I  have  ever  felt,  but  to  this  day  I  find  and  feel 
the  salutary  effects  and  blessed  fruits  of  it.  The 
believer  and  the  Saviour  are  just  like  a  pair 
of  balances,  as  self  is  abased  and  goes  down, 
the  Saviour  is  exalted,  extolled,  and  very  high, 
hence  self-denial  and  following  him  are  coupled 
together. 

As  Christ  is  put  on,  so  self  is  crossed  and  put 
off,  that  is,  his  requests  are  denied,  as  Christ's 
word  is  complied  with  ;  and  it  is  a  poor  furnace 
that  discovers  no  dross,  weakens  no  member  of 
the  old  man,  or  that  purges  away  no  tin.  It  is  a 
truth  that  no  sermon  is  so  savoury  as  those  that 
are  brought  out  of  the  fire,  and  delivered  in  self- 
loathing  ;  nor  does  any  believer  hear  so  well,  nor 
pay  such  attention,  nor  feed  so  heartily,  as  he 
does  who  obtains  his  appetite,  like  the  prodigal, 
from  the  mighty  famine  ;  being  hunger-bitten 
he  goes  with  bonds  within,  while  unbelief  and 
Satan  follow  close  at  his  heels  without,  This  is 
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the  man  that  sits  down  under  the  Lord's  shadow 
with  great  delight,  and  finds  his  fruit  sweet  to 
his  taste;  "The  full  soul  loatheth  the  honey 
comb,  but  to  the  hungry  soul  every  bitter  thing 
is  sweet." 

An  honest  heart  chooseth  affliction  before  ease, 
when  a  Pharisee,  filled  with  self,  prefers  his  own 
performances  before  the  promise  of  life,  and  such 
souls  with  an  appetite  thus  sharpened  with  bitter 
herbs,  are  seldom  or  ever  sent  away  empty,  when 
once  they  have  begun  to  taste  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious.  Concerning  the  doubts  about  the  three 
persons  in  the  Godhead,  tell  your  friend  that  the 
following  account  is  safe,  satisfying,  and  experi 
mental.  The  Father  is  to  be  known  by  a  sense  of 
his  love,  "  The  Lord  hath  appeared  of  old  unto 
me,  saying,  yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  ever 
lasting  love,  and  therefore  with  loving  kindness 
have  I  drawn  thee,"  Jsr.  xxxi.  3 ;  this  is  seen  by 
chastening  of  us,  and  leading  us  to  Christ ;  this 
is  coming  to  God,  (to  be  judged,  tried,  chastened, 
and  drawn,)  the  Judge  of  all,  Ileb.  xii.  23.  Get 
pardon  and  peace,  and  then  you  come  to  the 
blood  of  sprinkling,  that  speaketh  better  things 
than  that  of  Abel,  Heb.  xii.  24.  And  the  third 
is,  ''Because  ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the 
Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your  hearts,  crying,  Abba, 
Father,"  Gal.  iv.  6.  Here  is  the  love  of  God  the 
Father,  "  He  that  loveth  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
God  in  him."  Here  is  the  pardoning  grace  of 


71 


Christ  through  faith,  and  Christ  dwells  in  the 
heart  by  faith  ;  and  he  that  believes  hath  the 
witness  in  himself,  the  Spirit  bearing  witness  with 
our  spirits  that  we  are  the  children  of  God.  The 
pardoning  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
love  of  God,  and  the  fellowship  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
be  with  you  all,  Amen. 

THE  DOCTOR. 


LETTEK    CXC. 

I  RECEIVED  the  letter,  by  which  he  seems  to  be 
troubled  about  many  things,  and  according  to 
his  account,  that  which  is  crooked  cannot  be 
made  straight,  and  that  which  is  wanting  cannot 
be  numbered.  However,  there  is  bread  enough  in 
our  father's  house,  and  sufficient  is  our  Lord's 
fulness  to  supply  our  every  want.  We  are  not 
in  hell,  not  in  irons,  nor  in  black  despair ; 
"  Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain,  a  man 
for  the  punishment  of  his  sins,"  Lam.  iii.  39. 
Thy  work,  thy  whole  work  lays  in  a  small  com 
pass,  the  afflicted  are  to  pray,  the  longing  soul  is 
to  let  his  requests  be  made  known  unto  God,  the 
hoping  soul  is  to  watch  and  wait,  and  "  It  is  good 
for  a  man  to  both  hope  and  quietly  wait,  for  the 
salvation  of  God."  If  this  is  good  in  the  sight  of 
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God  then  it  is  well-doing  in  us,  and  let  us  not  be 
weary  at  it. 

He  that  believes  shall  not  make  haste,  faith 
stands  in  the  power  of  God  ;  every  deliverance, 
every  support,  every  enlargement,  or  inward 
change,  affords  a  fresh  footing  for  faith.  There 
are  two  things  that  make  her  move,  deep  distress 
will  drive  her  to  act,  and  at  these  times  she  will 
act  with  a  witness,  she  will  maintain  her  hold,  and 
give  up  nothing,  and  will  pursue  her  request  and 
take  no  denial.  The  next  thing  that  moves  her 
is  love,  this  draws  her  forth  only  as  a  companion 
to  faith,  and  to  see  that  all  the  glory  of  every 
love-visit  is  given  to  God.  Otherwise  love  is 
nothing  but  the  enjoyment  of  what  faith  has 
fetched  in;  faith  must  have  all  the  honour  of 
bringing  all  the  sweet  morsels  into  the  heart. 
"  We  live  by  faith,"  and  love  banquets  on  the 
provision ;  and  the  fullest  belly  is  nothing  else 
but  the  fulness  of  joy. 

The  word,  or  promise  of  life,  is  a  coal,  the 
Holy  Spirit  the  life  of  the  coal,  love  is  the  fire  or 
heat  of  the  coal,  and  joy  is  the  flame  of  that  fire 
which  breaks  out  and  discovers  itself,  either  in 
vocal  acclamations  or  on  the  skin  of  the  face, 
which  reflects  the  glee  of  the  heart.  My  pen  has 
run  away  with  me,  and  carried  me  into  things 
which  were  not  in  all  my  thoughts  when  I  begun 
and  what  you  make  of  me  and  it  I  know  not, 

THE  DOCTOE. 
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LETTEE    CXCI. 

ALL  your's  came  to  hand.  I  had  it  often  secretly 
suggested  to  my  mind  while  you  were  here,  that 
some  trial  would  succeed  at  your  return.  God 
revives,  refreshes,  or  renews  the  soul  by  his  word 
and  spirit ;  some  scorching  exercises  succeed  to 
wither  the  buddings  of  corruption  and  pride. 
The  days  of  prosperity  and  adversity  are  inter 
changeably  mixed,  and  set  one  against  the  other  ; 
and  blessed  for  evermore  be  the  name  of  God  for 
both,  for  without  them  we  cannot  live.  The 
least,  yea,  every  spark  of  light,  and  every  grain 
of  grace,  and  every  word  of  truth,  and  every 
breath  of  spiritual  life,  will  stand  the  fire  ;  no 
Hood  of  temptation  can  drown  these,  no  fire  can 
scorch  them,  no  flame  can  kindle  upon  them,  God 
himself  declares  this. 

A  tree  of  righteousness  should  bring  forth  fruit 
in  due  season.  I  have  long  been  vexed  and 
grieved  at  your  unseasonable  fruit,  where  it  was 
not  needed ;  but  no  advice  had  any  weight.  I 
do  not  know  you  are  so  much  indebted  to  any 
instrument  as  to  me,  I  have  the  greatest  power 
here  and  no  other.  Kead  1  Cor.  ix.  10,  11,  12. 
God  may  try  us,  and  will  try  us,  but  he  will  never 
leave  us  nor  forsake  us,  but  will  richly  supply  all 
our  need,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who  is  heir  of  all  things.  We  shall 
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the  most  singular  witness  of  this  I  believe  in  all 
the  world,  the  chapel,  and  all  that  I  have  in 
hand,  heart,  and  hope,  come  in  answer  to  the 
poor  petitions  of  faith ;  and  all  that  comes  this 
way  has  a  peculiar  flavour  and  sweetness  in  it, 
it  is  like  the  widow's  miraculous  oil,  or  the 
wine  kept  till  last,  which  was  poured  out  at  the 
marriage  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  which  wine  is 
not  out  yet. 

God  gives  us  faith  to  live  by,  to  work  by,  and 
to  walk  by  ;  and  the  more  this  grace  is  exercised 
the  brighter,  the  better,  the  stronger,  and  the 
bolder  it  grows ;  and  every  fruit  is  a  prize,  work 
it  which  way  you  will.  It  honours  God,  and 
God  will  honour  that ;  it  will  work  its  way 
through  a  host  of  foes  ;  it  knows  nothing  of  im 
possibilities  ;  it  will  wade  through  a  sea  of  diffi 
culties  ;  make  mountains  sink,  and  valleys  rise ; 
it  straightens  the  crooks,  and  smooths  the  roughs, 

and  this  I  know.     "Will  drop  a  line  to ,  when 

time  permits. 

THE  DOCTOR. 


LETTEE    CXCII. 

GRACE  and  peace  be  with ,  hoping  she  will 

be   enabled   to   keep   out   Hagar   and   Ishmael. 
Both  the  epistles  came  to  hand,  but  my  book  has 
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swelled  to  that  degree  ill  my  hands,  that  it  em 
ployed  me  almost  all  last  week,  but  is  uow  done. 
Do  not  give  place  to  every  whim  and  turn,  snare 
and  device  of  Satan.  God  says,  "  Be  not  slothful 
in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord," 
Horn.  xii.  11.  Fulness  of  bread  and  idleness  was 
the  sin  of  Sodom,  Ezck.  xvi.  49.  If  we  start  at 
every  attempt  of  the  devil,  he  will  soon  make  us 
desist  from  every  good  work. 

When  I  began  to  preach  he  set  every  difficult}* 
that  attended  the  work  before  me,  and  the  impos 
sibility  of  illiterate  persons  being  able  to  explain 
the  profound  mysteries  of  the  Bible.  When  that 
failed,  then  he  threatened  me  that  he  would 
pursue  me  with  unrcmitted  rigour,  and  stir  up 
every  individual  against  me,  this  he  soon,  made 
good.  The  next  step  was  tempting  me  all  the 
way  home  after  I  had  done  preaching,  and  ter 
rifying  me  with  the  continual  thoughts  and  fears 
of  his  personal  appearance  to  me.  After  this 
he  shifted  the  sails,  and  aimed,  as  he  perceived 
that  God  still  strengthened  me,  to  puff  me  up, 
telling  me  upon  every  discourse  that  of  all  that 
were  born  of  woman,  there  had  not  appeared  a 
greater  prophet  than  Parson  Sack  ;  this  gained 
my  ear,  and  here  he  was  not  so  much  suspected 
as  in  his  black  cloak.  All  the  time  he  worked 
at  this,  my  pride  was  counterbalanced  with 
barren  times  ;  one  time  alive,  the  next  time 
dead ;  again  liberty,  then  bondage  :  this  made 
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me  tremble  at  pride,  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  his 
artful  wiles. 

The  next  step  was  to  send  his  darts  through 
my  mind,  even  in  the  pulpit,  and  even  tempt 
me  to  blaspheme  the  work,  especially  when  strait 
ened  ;  this  has  baffled,  confused,  and  confounded 
me,  and  at  times  made  me  stop  while  the  dart 
went  hissing  through  my  mind.  The  next  step 
was,  he  laboured  to  make  me  aim  at  universal 
reformation,  to  draw  no  lines,  but  to  handle  the 
word  so  as  to  gain  all,  and  give  offence  to  none ; 
to  this  I  listened,  and  approved,  and  aimed  at 
it,  but  when  I  begun  I  went  on  as  usual,  forgot 
all  my  schemes,  and  was  carried  through  with 
more  zeal,  and  drawing  if  possible  more  strait 
lines  than  ever. 

His  present  work  is  raising  up  and  sending 
out  fresh  evangelists,  and  setting  them  to  lampoon 
the  Doctor,  and  I  believe  he  has  done  better  by 
this,  than  by  all  the  others.  For  when  he  has 
sent  out  two  or  three  thousand  of  these,  and 
some  of  every  denomination,  and  all  are  unani 
mous  against  the  Antinomian,  and  cry  him  down 
with  one  voice ;  no  simple  soul  unenlightened 
can  doubt  the  truth  of  so  many  witnesses,  and 
especially  when  all  are  evangelical  preachers ; 
and  I  am  not  much  mistaken  if  I  have  not  been 
led  to  write  this  last  book,  to  give  a  universal 
challenge  in  order  to  forestall  the  devil's  market, 
in  this  last  branch  of  business. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE    CXCIII. 

Ix  my  last  journey  into  the  north,  my  success 
was  exceeding  great.  I  still  hear  accounts  of  it, 
and  indeed  God  has  greatly  indulged  me  in  his 
work  of  late  ;  but  at  some  intervals  I  have  been 
very  cold  and  lifeless,  though  even  then  I  press 
on,  fully  persuaded  there  is  no  alternative.  The 
Socinians  who  occupy  -  — ,  being  few  in  num 
ber,  finding  the  lease  near  out,  intended  to 
engage  the  whole  for  themselves,  and  we  have 
left  it. 

L—  -  complains  of  changes,  when  these  cease 
where  are  we  ?  we  must  be  all  love  and  joy. 
then  where  is  the  daily  cross,  the  furnace  of 
affliction,  the  path  of  much  tribulation  ?  Or 
else  we  must  get  into  carnal  ease  in  Zion,  and 
then  woe  to  us.  There  is  no  appetite,  no  life, 
no  feeding,  no  activity,  no  growth,  no  grace, 
where  there  is  no  changes.  "  They  have  no 
changes,"  saith  the  Psalmist,  "  therefore  they 
fear  not  God."  This  dark  foggy  winter  tries 
me  not  a  little,  but  I  am  looking  forward  to 
that  country,  where  night  and  winter  shall  be 
no  more.  My  infirmities  now  are  not  few,  and 
every  week  they  must  be  worse  ;  my  eyes  fail 
not  a  little,  besides  short  breath,  and  rheumatic 
pains  ;  but  though  the  outward  man  thus  perish, 
the  inward  man  is  most  certainly  renewed  day 
by  day.  God  bless  you, 

W.  H.  S.  8. 
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LETTEK    CXCIY. 

THE  plague  is  in  your  house  as  well  as  in  mine, 
by  your  account.  Subdued  sin  in  the  saints, 
and  unsubdued  sin  in  servants,  are  both  the 
plague  of  leprosy,  and  these  will  abide  till  our 
earthly  tabernacles  are  dissolved,  and  raised  up 
anew  ;  and  then  there  shall  be  no  more  the 
Canaanite  in  the  land,  nor  the  uncircumcised  in 
the  city.  Until  then  tribulation  must  attend  us, 
but  life  is  but  a  moment  when  compared  with 
Paul's  weight,  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 
Every  thing  that  shews  us  the  true  state  of  this 
world,  and  the  depths  of  iniquity  that  abound 
in  it,  deadens  us  to  it,  and  raises  in  our  mind 
the  glory  of  that  salvation  that  has  saved  us 
from  it ;  for  were  it  not  for  the  elect  and  their 
light  in  it,  and  for  the  few  remains  of  law 
and  justice  that  are  left,  it  would  be  like  hell 
itself. 

God  has  long  since  made  manifest  my  heart, 
and  a  most  tremendous  sight  it  was,  but  I  could 
not  believe  that  all  were  like  me  ;  but  within 
this  last  year  I  have  seen  more  of  this  world 
than  ever  I  did  before,  and  of  the  depths  of 
Satan  in  the  souls  of  men  ;  at  this  sight,  only 
one  door  of  hope  appears,  and  that  is,  a  hope  of 
leaving  it.  Well  may  John  say,  Truly  our  fel 
lowship  is  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  the 
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whole  world  lieth  in  the  hand  of  the  wicked 
one  ;  for  so  it  should  be  read.  But  what  stupen 
dous  grace  is  that,  that  hath  chosen  us  out  of 
such  a  state,  a  set  of  such  poor,  and  despicable 
creatures. 

We  have  the  advantage  of  all  in  this,  we 
know  them,  but  they  know  not  us  ;  we  know 
their  birth  and  pedigree,  but  they  know  not 
our' s ;  we  see  their  state  and  end,  but  our's  is 
hid  :  u  The  spiritual  man  judgeth  all  things, 
but  he  is  judged  of  none."  Last  week  I  was 
exercised  with  various  disagreeables,  and  the 
prince  of  this  world  came,  and  found  rebellion 
enough  in  me  ;  and  on  Sunday  forenoon  I  felt 
the  effects  of  it.  But  in  the  afternoon  at  the 
table,  I  was  quite  above  myself,  and  more  than 
mortal  in  him,  and  in  his  work  ;  the  Doctor 
stayed  at  the  foot  of  the  mount,  only  the  new 
man  ascended.  Love  to  all  friends. 

In  the  path  of  tribulation, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER     CXCY. 

To  the  Hewer  of  wood,  and  Drawer  of  water,  greeting, 

I  MUST  confess  that  Satan  has  put  a  most  honour 
able  name  and  calling  upon  you,  since  it  is  added 
for  the  congregation,  and  for  the  altar  of  the  Lord 
in  the  place  that  he  shall  choose.  I  hope  to  be 
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employed  in  this  work,  so  long  as  the  Lord  per 
mits  me  to  live,  "  I  have  hewed  them  by  the 
prophets,  and  slain  them  with  the  words  of  my 
mouth,"  Hos.  vi.  5.  To  hew  them  is  to  make 
room  for  grace,  and  dry  and  corrupt  trees  cannot 
be  made  good  trees  without  it.  To  slay  them  is 
doing  as  Peter  did,  u  Arise,  kill  and  eat ;  "  those 
that  the  law  kills,  Christ  quickens,  this  is  the 
food  of  the  preacher. 

But  drawing  water  is  sweeter  still ;  In  those 
days  shall  you  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of 
salvation,  Isai.  xii.  o.  This  work,  even  for  the 
whole  congregation,  has  been  my  employ  for 
many  years ;  nor  am  I  quite  weary  of  it  even 
now,  though  I  meet  with  not  a  few  discourage 
ments  in  it.  I  have  no  doubt  but  Satan  lays  hard 
at  you,  he  will  not  lose  a  subject  easily,  but  his 
power  is  nothing  against  the  Son  of  God ;  it 
pleases  God  often  to  suffer  him  to  tempt  us,  that 
we  may  know  what  dreadful  hands  we  are  fallen 
into,  and  that  it  is  not  without  a  real  cause  that 
Christ  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  to  destroy  the 
works  of  the  devil,  which  none  can  understand 
who  are  strangers  to  his  assaults. 

By  bearing  our  sin  and  suffering  death,  the 
Saviour  destroyed  him,  as  the  head  in  his  usurp 
ation  ;  by  redeeming  our  souls  from  the  curse 
and  wrath,  under  which  we  and  Satan  both  lay, 
he  spoiled  him  of  his  prey  by  taking  us  and 
leaving  him  ;  and  by  attending  his  gospel  by  the 
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power  of  his  Spirit,  he  wounds  this  head  over 
divers  countries  ;  by  the  light  of  the  gospel,  Satan 
and  his  works  are  laid  open,  and  by  the  convic 
tions  which  the  Spirit  gives,  the  peaceable  pos 
session  of  the  strong  man  armed  is  disturbed,  and 
the  power  of  God  coming  so  near,  and  restraining 
and  limiting  his  power,  fills  him  with  rage  and 
desperation. 

His  power  being  bridled  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
he  cannot  reign,  nor  rule,  nor  lead  captive  at  his 
will  as  usual,  therefore  he  tempts,  terrifies,  and 
labours  to  sink  us  in  despair,  or  to  entangle  us 
by  art  and  craft  to  sin,  because  he  cannot  compel 
us  himself ;  but  the  stronger  than  the  strong 
man  armed,  restrains  him  and  guards  us.  "  I 
will  give  you  power  to  tread  on  serpents,  and 
scorpions,  and  over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy;" 
and  the  Holy  Spirit,  working  by  the  power  of 
his  grace,  is  this  power ;  and  stronger  is  he  that 
is  in  you,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world.  And  this 
is  plain  in  you,  for  notwithstanding  all  Satan's 
attempts  and  attacks,  you  are  just  where  you  was, 
and  I  know  that  no  man  can  stand  one  moment 
under  Satan's  assaults,  without  momentary  sup 
port  :  "I  will  water  them  every  moment,  I  will 
keep  it  night  and  day."  Hence  Cain,  Saul,  Esau7 
Judah,  went  into  desperation,  at  the  first  onset, 
and  who  makes  us  to  differ  ?  The  vail  by  which 
the  god  of  this  world  blinds  the  eyes  of  men  is 
gone  from  you,  prejudice  also  is  removed ;  nor  are 
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you  given  up  to  hate  either  God  the  Father  or  his 
dear  Son,  because  you  are  led  earnestly  to  seek 
both,  and  as  the  wise  man  says,  "  The  desire  of  a 
man  is  his  kindness  ;  "  and  this  kindness  is  in 
you,  though  the  carnal  mind  abstractedly  con 
sidered  is  enmity. 

How  many  things  have  we  been,  and  even  now 
are  tempted  to,  and  yet  none  of  these  obeyed, 
save  some  such  slips  as  Paul  speaks  of,  Bom.  vii. 
23.  Does  he  then  lead  captive  .at  his  will  ? 
Does  that  strong  man  armed  keep  possession,  and 
his  goods  in  peace  ?  No,  we  know  it  is  not  so, 
for  when  our  feet  have  been  almost  gone,  our 
steps  had  well  nigh  slipped,  then,  even  then  the 
interference  of  God  has  been  most  conspicuous  ; 
his  strength  perfectly  sufficient  in  our  greatest 
weakness,  and  this  more  than  once ;  ascribe  it  to 
any  thing  else  but  God  if  you  can  :  and  if  Satan 
should  drive  you  to  deny  this,  you  will  never  be 
able  to  get  the  Amen  of  conscience. 

The  power  of  God  is  already  in  your  will,  you 
are  already  willing,  to  will  is  present  with  you, 
and  when  God  performs  the  work  of  faith  with 
power,  or  reveals  his  arm  in  leading  you  to  his 
dear  Son,  then  you  will  do  as  well  as  will ;  and 
remember  the  call  and  invitation  to  the  water  of 
life  is  to  the  thirsty,  and  to  them  that  will. 
Faith  is  already  pent  up  in  thy  heart ;  when  the 
Spirit  convinces  us  of  sin,  he  works  at  the  same 
time  every  grace  in  the  heart,  though  we  know 
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not  what  manner  of  Spirit  we  are  of.  Hope  and 
expectation  have  oft  appeared,  and  now  and  then 
a  momentary  confidence,  now  and  then  a  ray  of 
joy,  and  a  sense  of  un  worthiness,  surely  he  never 
can  take  notice  of  snch  a  wretch  as  me.  Love 
also,  both  to  the  Lord  and  the  brotherhood  ;  and 
sure  I  am  that  one  clear  view  of  Christ,  or  power 
ful  sensation  of  his  dying  love,  will  draw  all  these 
things  out  ;  "  And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Thou 
hast  both  seen  him,  and  it  is  he  that  talketh  with 
thec.  And  he  said,  Lord  I  believe,  and  he  wor 
shipped  him,"  John  ix.  37,  38. 

W.H. 


LETTEE    CXCVL 

Church  Street,  Paddington. 

I  WISH  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  to  be  multiplied 
to  you  and  to  your  spouse,  through  the  knowledge 
of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  is  the 
author  and  finisher  of  our  faith.  As  for  fathers, 
and  fathers  in  law,  they  are  all  in  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  ;  the  heart  of  the  king  is  in  the  hand  of 
the  Lord,  and  as  rivers  of  waters  he  turneth  them 
whither  lie  will.  What  men  say  stands  for  noth 
ing,  unless  God  put  his  Amen  to  it.  "  Who  is 
he  that  saith,  and  it  cometh  to  pass,  when  the 
Lord  commandeth  it  not  ?  "  Lam.  iii.  37. 

A  young  man  that  belongs  to  us,  whom  the 
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Lord  was  pleased  to  work  upon,  who  lived  with 
an  uncle  in  town,  had  so  exasperated  his  father, 
that  he  drove  him  from  his  presence,  and  a  few 
days  after  offered  him  a  thousand  guineas  to 
recant  his  religion  ;  but  upon  being  informed  by 
the  son,  that  it  was  a  poor  religion  that  was 
bought  and  sold,  he  went  home,  and  that  night 
intended  to  alter  his  will,  and  leave  him  a  shilling. 
But  that  night  he  dropped  down  dead  in  the  sta 
ble,  and  the  son  came  in  for  all  that  God  had  ap 
pointed  for  him.  God  stays  back  the  hand  of 
the  sinner,  so  that  he  cannot  perform  his  enter- 
prize,  and  he  is  sure  to  find  it  hard  work  to  kick 
against  God. 

The  great  Shepherd  has  got  a  few  chosen  sheep 
in  the  world,  and  he  will  have  them  in  spite  of 
fathers  and  mothers ;  they  have  only  bred  them 
and  nursed  them  for  him,  and  he  has  given  them 
their  hire  ;  these  sheep  the  Saviour  knows,  and 
sooner  or  later  they  shall  all  know  him.  If  you 
and  your  dame  both  unite,  and  wrestle  hard  with 
the  angel,  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  Esau  and 
his  men  must  offer  to  drive  the  sheep ;  it  is  only 
to  let  your  request  be  made  known  unto  God,  and 
all  things  are  possible  to  be  done  for  them  that 
believe.  The  Almighty  will  shew  you  many 
tokens  for  good,  many  signs  of  his  benign  favour, 
and  compass  you  about  with  many  blessings,  that 
none  will  know  but  God  and  yourselves.  He  has 
promised  to  make  all  his  goodness  pass  before  us, 
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and  mercy  and  truth  shall  follow  us  all  our  days ; 
he  is  near  to  them  that  call  upon  him,  and  be 
found  of  them  that  seek  him. 

Fear  no  man,  but  God  only,  and  when  thy 
ways  please  the  Lord,  he  will  make  thine  enemies 
to  be  at  peace  with  thee.  A  sparrow  shall  not 
fall  to  the  ground  without  a  grant  from  God,  nor 
one  hair  of  thy  head  perish,  much  less  to  be 
turned  out  of  house  and  home  because  we  follow 
the  thing  that  good  is.  God  compasses  them 
that  fear  him  as  with  a  shield,  while  destruction 
and  misery  is  in  all  the  sinner's  ways ;  and  if 
destruction  is  in  all  his  ways,  he  is  never  one 
minute  sure  of  his  life. 

With  respect  to  the  inward  state  of  mind, 
patiently  wait  and  quietly  hope  for  the  salvation 
of  the  Lord ;  it  is  good  to  be  exercised  and  dis 
ciplined,  God  opens  our  ears  to  discipline,  and 
visits  our  sins  with  a  rod  ;  but  it  is  in  very  faith 
fulness  that  he  afflicteth  us.  We  must  not  despise 
the  day  of  small  things ;  they  that  sow  in  tears 
shall  reap  in  joy,  and  they  that  seek  long,  feel 
the  pearl  of  greater  price  when  they  find  it. 
None  but  God  and  his  elect  know,  the  happiness 
that  is  to  be  felt  and  enjoyed  in  religion.  When 
you  have  waded  through  a  few  more  difficulties, 
you  will  understand  my  meaning.  I  have  been 
writing  a  book,  which  is  almost  done,  or  I  would 
have  answered  your  letter  before.  Tender  my 
kind  respects  to  your  spouse,  and  I  hope  she  will 
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choose  the  good  part  that  shall  not  be  taken  away 
from  her.  Search  the  scriptures,  be  stedfast  and 
constant  at  private  prayer.  Stick  to  one  another, 
bear  each  other's  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of 
Christ,  who  bore  the  burden  of  us  all. 

HUNTINGTON. 


LETTEE    CXCVII. 

YOCE  letter  came  to  hand,  and  it  appears  that 

lease  of  his  long  life  is  not  the  grant 

of  God,  for  sickness  is  no  proof  of  it ;  and  look 
ing  like  Ahaz,  not  to  God  but  to  the  physicians, 
is  quite  a  wrong  step  to  procure  long  life.  God 
the  Saviour  is  our  life,  and  the  length  of  our  days, 
and  because  he  lives  we  shall  live  also,  and  this 
we  know  by  the  principle  he  has  infused  into  us, 
by  the  appetite  he  has  given  us,  and  by  the  mouth 
of  faith  which  can  taste,  savour,  relish,  feed,  and 
feast  upon  his  soul-reviving  presence. 

The  bride-children  cannot  fast  while  the  bride 
groom  is  with  them,  only  when  he  is  taken  away 
from  them,  then  they  shall  fast  in  those  days,  and 
I  would  to  God  that  those  days  did  never  come 
at  all ;  for  then  the  devil  is  sure  to  bring  all  his 
choice  morsels,  and  if  he  cannot  vend  these  goods, 
then  he  will  fill  us  with  hard  thoughts  and  heart- 
risings  against  the  good  man  of  the  house,  be- 
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cause  he  has  left  us  in  a  state  of  widowhood,  and 
suggests  that  the  Lord  hath  wooed  us  to  gain  our 
heart,  and  now  he  is  slighting  our  affections. 
But  if  he  speaks  fair,  believe  him  not,  for  there 
are  seven  abominations  in  his  heart ;  besides,  he 
has  no  part  nor  lot  in  our  matters,  his  name  is 
not  in  our  book,  nor  is  he  in  our  covenant ;  he  is 
not  included  in  our  promises,  nor  is  he  a  friend 
either  to  the  bride  or  the  bridegroom. 

All  his  work  is  forbidding  the  banns,  putting 
away,  and  preaching  up  divorces ;  and  these  are 
the  things  which  the  Lord  hates.  But  God  will 
circumcise  the  hearts  of  his  chosen  to  love  him, 
and  where  this  is  done  no  rival  can  ever  ravish 
or  charm  the  soul  as  he  does,  and  therefore  the 
heart  is  barred  against  all  pretenders ;  for  light 
and  life,  peace  and  joy,  comfort  and  quietude, 
the  good  wine  and  the  anointing  oil,  do  not  attend 
their  visits  ;  and  we  know  that  he  is  loved,  ''Be 
cause  of  the  savour  of  his  good  ointments,  thy 
name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth,  therefore  do 
the  virgins  love  thee,"  Song  i.  3.  Tender  my 
duty  to  Mr.  B.  and  to  all  the  blood-royal. 

THE    COALHEAVER. 


LETTER   CXCVI1I. 

1  AM  engaged  at  present  in  a  cold,  lifeless,  dis 
agreeable  business,  which  is  a  cold  chill  running 
continually  over  the  outward  man,  and  keeps  me 
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at  will,  and  every  apparent  decay  keeps  us  look 
ing  at  the  end :  "  We  have  a  building  of  God,  a 
house  not  made  with  hands." 

This  wisdom  I  have  long  observed,  and  it 
appears  great  unto  me,  God  loves  the  work  of  his 
own  hands,  but  his  soul  abhors  all  the  additions 
which  men  or  devils  have  put  to  it.  The  whole 
of  God's  work  respecting  the  elect  is  now  made 
Christ's  charge,  and  his  will  is,  that  all  the  Father 
has  given  him  be  raised  up  the  last  day,  that  no 
thing  be  lost,  no,  not  one  hair  of  our  head ;  these 
are  all  numbered,  and  not  one  shall  perish.  But 
the  whole  work  of  the  devil  in  us,  must  all  be 
destroyed,  and  not  one  spot  of  sin,  nor  a  wrinkle 
of  old  age  must  remain.  This  is  the  good  work 
begun,  founded  in  fear,  and  it  will  be  perfected 
in  love.  Quickening  the  soul  by  the  Spirit  is  the 
first  dominion,  and  quickening  the  body  will  be 
making  it  a  subject  of  ultimate  glory;  "Then 
shall  the  righteous  shine  forth  as  the  sun,  in  the 
glory  of  their  father's  kingdom,  for  ever  and 
ever."  The  first  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  is  incor 
ruptible  seed,  and  putting  on  immortality,  is 
swallowing  all  mortality  up  of  life. 

My  mind  and  thoughts  often  plow,  ponder, 
and  pore  over  these  profound  depths,  but  the  old 
vail  hangs  heavy,  and  makes  chequer- work  of 
the  brightest  and  best  views.  But  this  is  our 
comfort,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  hid  from  our 
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eyes,  for  if  we  were  not  born  again  we  could  not 
see  the  kingdom  of  God ;  but  blessed  be  God  we 
do  see  it,  feel  it,  and  know  the  invaluable  power 
of  .it;  and  blessed  be  God  we  understand  the 
nature  of  it,  for  it  comes  at  the  reception  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  It  stands  in  his  power,  and  consists 
of  his  grace,  and  in  this  grace  the  Saviour  reigns, 
for  even  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  from  his  infinite 
fulness ;  he  sends  his  Spirit  upon  us,  this  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  coming  with  power  ;  and  when 
he  influences  the  soul  with  this  grace,  then  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  set  up  within. 

I  know  well  the  beginning  of  it,  and  have  long 
watched  the  progress  of  it,  and  am  in  some  mea 
sure  acquinted  with  the  glory  of  it,  by  its  mar 
vellous  light,  and  with  the  majesty  of  it  which 
appears  in  the  divine  grandeur,  with  which  it 
enriches,  ennobles,  and  exalts  the  mind;  and  its 
power  appears  in  crushing  the  reign  of  Satan, 
sin,  and  death.  All  beneath  the  sun  appears  a 
bauble,  and  as  the  dust  of  a  balance,  when  com 
pared  with  the  glorious  majesty  of  the  kingdom 
of  God ;  and  sure,  they  are  the  best  messengers 
of  the  nations,  best  ambassadors,  and  the  bearers 
of  the  best  tidings,  that  say  unto  Zion,  "Thy 
God  reigneth :  "  sweet  tidings  to  them  that  are 
in  the  chains  of  sin,  and  galled  with  Satan's 
yoke. 

I  went  forth  at  first  with  these  tidings,  I  knew 
the  sweet  power,  but  my  head  was  in  a  fog,  and 
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upon  proper  reflection  I  have  no  checks,  no  re 
morse  ;  all  my  present  new  things,  serve  only  to 
confirm  the  old.  'Nor  has  one  dying  man  or 
woman  ever  said,  that  I  had  deceived  them,  and 
this  has  been  a  cordial  to  me.  Thousands  hope 
in  profession,  others  hope  in  the  letter,  legions 
hope  in  their  knowledge  and  judgment,  and  more 
hope  in  the  water,  and  not  a  few  in  the  Lord's 
supper ;  but  these  are  no  branches  of  that  power, 
in  which  the  kingdom  of  God  stands.  Several  of 
late,  and  even  deacons  too,  have  owned  on  a  death 
bed,  they  had  been  deceived,  and  would  not  suffer 
their  own  pastors  to  come  near  them.  These  tid 
ings  set  me  to  examine,  but  the  Antinomian 
stands  acquitted.  God  bless  you. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE   CXCIX. 

To  Miss  E.  B. 

Cabin. 

L  THANK  thee  my  dear  friend  for  thine  epistle, 
and  bless  my  God  for  his  goodness  to  thee,  and 
for  all  the  visits  and  indulgences  which  his  unde 
served  mercy  grants  to  such  poor  creatures,  who 
are  unworthy  of  every  mercy.  But  you  complain 
that  these  joys  are  short;  I  think  my  poor  little 
one  does  not  seem  to  understand  the  mind  of 
God  in  these  his  communications,  nor  consider 
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rightly  the  end  for  which  these  influences  and 
exercises  of  grace  are  sent.  Observe,  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  his  grace  is  not  called  a  pond, 
pool,  or  standing  water,  but  quite  the  reverse  ; 
being  waters,  or  water  of  life,  a  flowing  brook, 
and  a  springing  well,  all  which  is  expressive  of 
a  continual  emanation,  or  perpetual  flowing  ;  and 
the  great  end  God  aims  at  in  this  is,  that  he 
may  be  glorified,  "  Herein  is  my  Father  glori 
fied,  that  ye  bring  forth  much  fruit."  All 
acceptable  fruit  is  produced  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  therefore  called  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  as 
our  sacrifices  are  called  spiritual  sacrifices,  our 
worship,  worshipping  in  the  Spirit,  and  our 
service  is  called  serving  in  the  newness  of  the 
Spirit. 

Hence  let  my  dear  friend  observe,  that  all 
purging  and  purifying  is  to  promote  fruitful- 
ness  ;  My  Father,  says  Christ,  purges  the  branch 
to  make  it  more  fruitful,  or  that  it  may  bring 
forth  more  fruit.  The  next  thing  intended  by  it 
is  to  refresh,  animate,  quicken,  and  stir  us  up 
to  fruit-bearing  ;  "  Their  leaf  shall  be  green, 
neither  shull  they  cease  from  yielding  fruit." 
Hence  every  divine  influence  from  God,  is  to 
go  back  again  to  God,  and  it  all  comes  and  goes 
through  the  mediator  ;  hence  it  is  called  water 
ing  every  moment,  and  keeping  the  vineyard 
night  and  day.  Mark  now  what  I  say  ;  we  are 
sometimes  in  trouble,  under  the  stirrings  of  cor- 
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ruption,  or  guilt,  fear,  shame,  bondage,  or  un 
belief,  and  altogether  barren;  presently  godly 
sorrow,  pious  grief,  self-loathing  operates  ;  "  Is 
any  afflicted  ?  let  him  pray."  "  Call  upon  me 
in  trouble,  I  will  deliver,"  &c.  ;  we  give  our 
selves  unto  prayer,  and  soon  this  sorrowful  frame 
is  gone.  Soon  after  thankfulness  springs  up, 
we  bless  him,  praise  him,  and  adore  him  ;  and 
by  speaking  to  him,  we  spend  that  holy  frame 
in  the  praises  of  him  that  sent  it. 

This  stirring  us  up  to  fruit-bearing,  is  done  in 
innumerable  ways,  sometimes  under  the  word, 
and  how  does  the  soul  long  to  get  alone  to  pour 
it  out ;  sometimes  in  reading  or  meditation,  re 
flecting  or  looking  back  to  past  mercies.  Some 
times  by  a  word  occurring,  a  favourable  provi 
dence  turning  up,  some  deliverance  wrought,  or 
desirable  way  opened  ;  a  ray  shines,  the  bowels 
are  moved  by  love,  or  a  humbling,  softening, 
pleasing  sensation  flows  through  the  mind,  and 
dissolves  the  whole  soul,  and  off.  we  go  to  dis 
charge  the  rich  contents  into  the  fountain  of 
life  from  whence  all  flows  :  either  by  thanks, 
"  Sacrifice  thanksgiving;  "  or  in  blessings,  "  Thy 
saints  bless  thee ; "  or  in  praises,  "  He  that 
offereth  praise,  glorifieth  me ;  "  or  in  adoration, 
"I  adore  thee,  0  God  of  my  fathers."  And 
according  to  the  different  attributes  of  God  which 
appear,  so  is  our  praise,  which  is  celebrating,  or 
speaking  good  of  the  holy  properties  of  God; 
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u  God  has  spoken  in  his  holiness,  I  will  rejoice ;  " 
good  and  upright  is  the  Lord.  "  His  mercy 
endureth  for  ever."  "  Great  is  the  Lord,  and 
greatly  to  be  praised."  "  The  Lord  hath  sworn 
in  truth  unto  David ;  thy  faithfulness  shall  thou 
establish  in  the  very  heavens." 

Thus,  says  Christ,  "  I  have  eaten  my  honey 
comb  with  my  hone}*,  I  have  drunk  my  wine 
with  my  milk  ;  eat,  C)  friends,"  Song  v.  1.  These 
are  the  uses  of  our  holy  frames,  not  kept  for 
us  to  bathe  in ;  Christ  receives  his  own  with 
usury.  I  intend  soon  to  visit  13.  and  hope  to 
preach  two  Sundays  in  the  orchard,  at  which 
time  you  would  like  perhaps  to  be  there.  Let 
me  hear  from  you,  if  it  is  but  two  lines,  as  I 
long  for  your  soul's  welfare.  I  have  had  a  line 
from  your  father  •  I  am  sorry  poor  Mary  is  low, 
hope  to  send  her  a  scrap  this  week.  God 
bless  thee. 

Ever  your's  in  Christ, 

W.  II.  S.  S. 


LETTER    CC. 

TO   THE  SAME. 

1  RECEIVED  my  friend's  kind  epistle,  and  in 
every  thing  executed  her  orders.  It  most  cer 
tainly  is  the  unalterable  purpose,  and  revealed 
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will  of  God,  that  the  just  shall  live  by  faith  ;  and 
every  one  thing  that  has  a  tendency  to  draw  my 
mind,  or  my  dependence  from  God,  is  a  let  and 
stagnation  to  faith.  The  grace  of  faith  is  like  a 
ministerial  gift,  it  wants  stirring  up  ;  it  is  the 
better,  the  brighter,  the  stronger  for  using.  If 
it  hath  no  difficulties  to  cope  with  and  surmount, 
no  errands  to  fetch  in,  no  messages  and  petitions 
to  carry,  it  lingers,  sinks,  gets  inactive,  weak,  and 
almost  dead,  until  the  Spirit  which  is  the  life  of 
all  grace,  quickens  it  afresh,  and  sets  it  to  work  ; 
read  Eev.  iii.  2.  Without  exercise,  faith  dwin 
dles  into  a  mere  habit ;  the  principle  remains, 
but  the  actings  and  exercises  are  not  felt  and 
enjoyed. 

The  contents  of  your's  greatly  surprised  me, 
but  God  is  the  first  cause,  and  one  under  your 
roof  the  second  cause.  Every  divine  lesson  must 
be  learned  experimentally,  and  then  the  impres 
sion  will  sink  both  into  the  ears  and  into  the 
heart.  When  God  has  implanted  his  grace  in 
our  hearts,  which  is  secretly  and  often  impercep 
tibly  done  with  respect  to  us,  he  intends  to  dis 
cover  his  goodness  and  his  relationship,  as  a  cov 
enant  God,  to  us ;  and  whatever  discoveries  he 
intends  to  make  of  himself,  or  of  his  goodness  to 
us,  he  will  bring  us  into  such  straits,  as  shall 
compel  us  to  use  our  interest  with  him,  or  sink 
for  the  want  of  his  aid.  When  he  intended  that 
I  should  be  brought  to  observe,  and  depend  upon 
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his  providence,  he  often  took  away,  to  my  view 
of  things,  every  means  of  sustenance,  and  let  me 
see  his  promises  of  daily  food  ;  and  his  withdraw 
ing  all  apparent  means,  and  closing  all  doors,  was 
in  effect  telling  me  to  call  on  him,  or  trust  in  him 
or  starve. 

So  when  he  has  implanted  the  grace  of  hope, 
we  know  not  what  we  are  in  possession  of,  but  he 
brings  us  either  into  the  furnace,  or  horrible  pit, 
and  then  says,  Hope  and  despair,  swim  or  go  to 
the  bottom  ;  and  at  such  times  many  evidences, 
tokens,  former  favours  slighted  before  are  now 
courted,  called  in,  hugged,  and  embraced,  as 
friends  in  time  of  need.  In  this  way  have  I  been 
taught,  believe  or  die,  hope  or  despair,  trust  in 
my  providence,  or  more  plainly,  trust  in  God  who 
provides  for  all,  or  stave.  And  when  I  come  to 
use  the  implanted  stock  of  grace  within,  and  to 
try  the  faithfulness  of  God  to  his  word,  I  soon 
found  what  I  could  do.  And  still  look,  wonder, 
and  admire,  what  he  could  do,  would  do,  and  did 
for  poor  me. 

In  this  we  see  the  weakness  of  the  best  of  meu, 
the  malice  of  the  best  of  friends  if  carnal,  and  the 
determination  of  God  to  keep  the  objects  of  his 
choice,  the  darlings  of  his  soul,  and  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  his  household,  dependent  upon  him. 
I  like  it  best  as  it  is,  the  old  man  loves  food,  but 
no  physic,  a  stock  in  hand,  but  no  dependence  ; 
ease,  but  no  emptying  from  vessel  to  vessel,  all  at 
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home,  but  no  actings  or  goings  out  in  faith,  to 
fetch  matters  in.  Satan  frets  and  feels  more 
under  our  exercising  of  faith,  and  accesses  to 
God,  than  ever  we  do  under  all  his  foul,  furious, 
and  fiery  assaults,  and  darts.  My  love  to  poor 

Mary. 

Ever  your's, 

W.  H.  8.  S. 


LETTER     CCI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

The  Cabin  on  board  the  Providence. 

J_HE  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  thee, 
and  with  all  them  who  know  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  those  that  feel  their  need  of  him,  and 
favour  his  righteous  cause.  Beloved  of  the  Lord, 
I  have  been  of  late  not  a  little  indulged  with 
access  to  God  through  Christ,  have  had  much 
freedom  in  private  prayer,  and  have  given  myself 
much  to  it ;  have  been  kept  very  meek,  submis 
sive,  and  heavenly-minded  ;  and  have  given  my 
self  much  up  to  retirement,  and  to  a  close  walk 
with  my  God.  In  all  my  secret  engagements  I 
have  remembrance  of  thee  in  my  prayers,  that 
the  throne  of  grace  may  be  accessible  to  thee,  and 
the  door  of  hope  displayed ;  that  thou  mayest, 
agreeable  to  our  Lord's  most  gracious  promise, 
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Go  in  and  out,  and  find  pasture.  When  this  is 
denied,  like  Israel  of  old,  we  wander  from  moun 
tain  to  mountain,  and  from  hill  to  hill ;  they 
have,  says  God,  forgotten  their  resting  place. 
Christ,  says  the  prophet,  is  our  rest,  where  the 
weary  are  to  rest,  and  he  is  our  refreshing. 
And  how  sweet  does  the  soul  sink  down  composed 
and  becalmed  in  the  dying  love,  and  finished 
work  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  the  conscience  purged 
by  his  precious  blood,  rests  in  peace ;  the 
heart  is  settled,  in  confidence ;  the  mind,  in 
hope ;  and  the  heart  fixed  in  the  immutable  love 
of  God. 

By  the  application  of  the  atonement,  God  takes 
away  the  guilt  of  sin,  that  it  should  not  sting ; 
the  sting  of  death  is  sin.  By  justification,  or  by 
the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteousness,  he  takes 
away  the  destructive  power  of  sin,  that  it  should 
not  condemn ;  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them 
that  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  it  is  God  that  justifies  ; 
and  he  that  believes  is  justified  freely  from  all 
things,  from  which  he  could  not  be  justified  by 
the  law  of  Moses.  By  the  most  holy  Spirit  of  all 
grace,  God  takes  away  the  dominion  of  sin,  that 
it  shall  not  reign  ;  "  Sin  shall  not  have  dominion 
over  you,  for  you  are  not  under  the  law  but 
under  grace,"  Rom.  vi.  14.  And  by  glorification 
in  the  great  day  he  will  take  away  the  very  being 
of  it,  that  it  never  more  may  be  found  among  the 

saints  ;  "  At  that  time  the  iniquity  of  Israel  shall 
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be  sought  for,  and  there  shall  be  none ;  and  the 
sins  of  Judah,  and  they  shall  not  be  found; 
for  I  will  pardon  them  whom  I  reserve,"  Jerem. 
1.  20. 

This,  my  dear  friend,  is  the  good  work  that 
Paul  speaks  of,  "He  that  hath  begun  a  good 
work  in  you,  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of 
Jesus  Christ,"  Phill.  i.  6.  This  work  shall  be 
carried  on  until  the  day  of  Christ's  appearing, 
and  then  it  will  be  finished  ;  this  is  what  David 
alludes  to,  when  he  says,  "  The  Lord  will  perfect 
that  which  concerneth  me.  Thy  mercy,  0  Lord, 
endureth  for  ever  ;  forsake  not  the  works  of  thine 
own  hands,"  Psal.  cxxxviii.  8.  Thine  own  hands 
have  begun,  and  in  much  mercy  didst  thou  begin 
it,  and  this  work  is  my  concern,  or  it  is  that 
which  concerneth  me ;  and  surely  thou  wilt  not 
forsake  it,  but  perfect  it,  and  this  I  gather  from 
the  eternity  of  thy  mercy,  thy  mercy  endureth  for 
ever,  forsake  not  the  work  of  thine  own  hands  : 
thou  hast  already  made  me  a  vessel  of  mercy, 
prepare  that  vessel  for  glory. 

This  is  the  work,  Betty,  that  is  going  on,  and 
how  restless,  uneasy,  and  disquieted  are  we,  if  he 
seems  to  neglect  it,  or  we  to  perceive  it  falling  to 
decay.  If  it  is  not  revived  every  few  days,  we 
begin  to  sink ;  a  visit,  a  promise,  an  enlargement 
in  prayer,  a  propitious  look,  a  transient  ray  will 
do,  but  some  morsel  for  this  new  man  must  be 
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had,  or  we  complain.     Let  me  know  how  you  all 
do,  and  when  you  heard  from  B. 

Ever  your's  to  serve  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEK    CCII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Cabin,  Monday  Morning. 
MY   DEAR    FRIEND, 

IT  is  winter,  it  is  cold,  and  I  am  and  have  been 
for  some  time  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the 
worst  coughs  that  ever  fell  to  my  share.  I  have 
got  I  firmly  believe  a  confirmed  asthma,  and  no 
wonder  if  the  bellows  decay,  when  the  pipes  have 
been  hard  worked  for  upwards  of  thirty  years. 
This  cold  has  been  long  on  me,  and  is  continually 
renewing,  so  that  I  am  almost  a  stranger  to  be 
loved  sleep. 

When  this  came  first  on,  I  felt  the  iron  sinew 
in  my  neck,  a  brazen  brow,  a  stubborn  will,  a 
hard  unrelenting  heart,  and  an  obstinate  mind. 
I  fretted,  I  cavilled,  I  contended,  I  disputed,  I 
murmured,  1  rebelled ;  I  kicked  up,  I  hung 
back,  I  started  aside,  I  fell  down  in  the  furrow, 
but  could  not,  would  not  yield.  So  the  devil  and 
the  Doctor  went  on,  and  carnal  reason  and  unbe 
lief  they  helped  forward  the  calamity.  Sunday 
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came  on,  still  the  war  lasted ;  when  in  the  pulpit 
all  bio  wed  over,  and  all  was  well,  and  I  was 
carried  through  with  a  high  hand.  But  when 
the  work  was  done,  and  I  again  alone,  I  renewed 
the  attack,  and  reassumed  the  dispute.  Some 
times  I  was  a  pharisee,  and  ready  to  plead  my 
integrity,  usefulness,  and  the  sincerity  of  my 
love ;  then  I  hardened  my  mind  in  desperate 
sorrow,  saying,  Let  me  alone ;  then  Gallio-like, 
kill  or  save,  and  let  me  sink  or  swim  I  care  not. 
Now  and  then  a  reflection  upon  many  past 
favours,  kind  tokens,  and  tender  dealings  came  to 
my  mind ;  I  relented  and  bowed  my  knees,  and 
asked  submission.  A  few  soft  tears  rolled  down, 
and  the  heavenly  dove  whispered  within,  this  will 
terminate  in  a  renewal  of  the  work,  and  so  I 
believed  for  awhile. 

After  this  I  rose  up,  and  summoned  all  the 
black  band  again,  and  revived  the  old  arguments. 
Could  any  soul  think  that  the  Coalheaver  should 
have  so  many  coals  of  juniper  in  his  sack  ?  But 
previous  to  this,  I  had  in  my  cabin  one  afternoon, 
such  a  frame  of  energy  with  God  in  prayer,  as 
was  wonderful  to  me ;  and  finding  the  door  open, 
and  the  sceptre  held  out,  and  his  ear  attentive, 
the  king  was  held  in  the  galleries.  I  went  again 
and  again,  for  all  that  I  could  think  of,  and 
among  the  rest  that  he  would  cure  my  asthma, 
and  I  believed  he  would ;  and  by  terrible  things 
in  righteousness  has  he  answered  me. 
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But  there  are  other  answers  besides  these,  these 
are  preparatory,  or  to  empty  me  of  self,  that  the 
new  wine  may  come  into  the  new  bottle.  Not 
long  since  I  was  thinking,  we  have  but  little 
converting  work  going  on,  and  a  thought  sprung 
up,  I  have  had  but  little  soul-travail  of  late,  and 
soon  after  this  labour  came  on.  And  now  twice 
have  I  had  tidings  of  one  long  in  the  deep,  com 
ing  to  an  anchor,  and  another  coming  fairly  out, 
after  a  long  labour,  a  reconversion,  and  after 
going  into  the  water,  &c.  and  many  more  are  in 
travail  among  us,  so  that  I  expect  the  lying-in 
hospital  to  be  at  work.  And  now  my  dear  com 
panion  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  let  me  exhort  thee  to 
cleave  close  to  Christ,  with  full  purpose  of  heart, 
for  all  but  Christ,  and  those  in  whom  he  dwells, 
is  death.  I  remember  you  all  in  every  prayer  of 
mine.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  you,  and  Mary,  if 
convenient. 

Ever  your's, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER     CCIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR     FRIEND, 

YOUR'  s  came  to  hand  just  as  I  was  deeply  en- 
i-;ugvd  in  packing  up  for  a  tour  to  C.  in  order  to 
take  fresh  air,  as  my  appetite  seemed  nearly  gone. 


102 

I  went  a  long  round,  and  preached  four  times  at 
C.  and  I  believe  I  was  a  more  welcome  guest 
there  than  I  had  ever  been  before ;  and  to  my 
view  of  things,  there  seems  to  be  a  good  work 
going  on  there.  Poor  L.  seems  upon  hoping 
ground,  nay,  further,  he  told  me  in  his  last 
letter,  that  he  was  more  comfortable  in  the  hope 
of  salvation  than  formerly  ;  and  his  countenance 
expresses  much  more  than  his  pen  or  tongue. 

Yesterday  I  seemed  to  have  got  a  fresh  cold, 
and  have  been  poorly  all  night,  and  the  rheuma 
tism  in  my  shoulders  pinches  me  not  a  little  ;  but 
this  is  not  our  rest,  it  is  polluted,  and  therefore 
we  must  look  forward,  and  press  after  another, 
for  "  There  remaineth  a  rest  to  the  people  of 
God."  When  God  finished  the  works  of  creation, 
he  rested  on  the  seventh  day,  and  when  Christ 
had  finished  the  work  of  redemption,  his  flesh 
rested  in  hope.  So  the  soul  that  works  out  his 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  finds  rest  for 
his  weary  soul  in  the  dying  love,  and  finished 
work  of  Christ,  and  rests  from  his  works  as  God 
did  from  his  :  "  For  we  that  believe,  do  enter  into 
rest."  And  although  this  our  rest  is  often  dis 
turbed,  yet  we  rest  fully  persuaded  that  Christ 
has  finished  the  work,  and  at  times  fully  satisfied 
that  we  have  our  part  in  it ;  and  when  the  light 
shines  we  rest  contented  :  and  the  full  assurance 
of  faith,  is  nothing  else  but  the  full  assurance  of 
Satisfaction,  and  hence  the  promise,  they  shall 
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rest  satisfied ;  and  again,  they  shall  be   satisfied 
with  my  goodness,  saith  the  Lord. 

In  my  first  illness,  I  was  very  low,  dry,  and 
barren,  but  through  the  tender  mercy  of  my  God, 
I  am  not  so  now  ;  though  I  feel  myself  in  body 
very  feeble.  You  look  too  much  to  yourself,  it  is 
looking  to  Jesus  that  does  the  work ;  "  Look  unto 
me  and  be  ye  saved."  It  is  being  strong  in  the 
fulness  of  grace  that  is  in  him,  and  looking  to  the 
promise ;  "I  will  water  them  every  moment,  I 
will  keep  them  night  and  day."  Looking  out 
brings  the  comfort  in,  and  then  we  look  within 
till  it  is  lost,  this  is  our  folly.  Adieu. 

WM.  HUNTINGTOX. 


LETTEE     CCIY. 

TO  MR,  B. 
MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 

How  disappointed  are  those,  how  crossed,  how 
entangled,  ensnared,  and  ruined  are  those  who 
make  gold  their  hope,  and  this  world  their  home ; 
but  what  are  we?  and  what  could  God  see  in  us? 
But  he  will  be  merciful  to  whom  he  will  shew 
mercy,  and  he  will  be  gracious  to  whom  he  will 
be  gracious  ;  his  gifts  and  calls  are  without  re 
pentance.  He  has  repented  that  he  made  man, 
and  he  has  often  repented  of  the  evil  brought  on 
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man,  and  he  has  often  repented  of  the  good 
whereby  he  has  benefited  a  nation,  when  they 
have  ungratefully  sinned  against  him. 

But  of  the  gift  of  his  dear  Son  to  men,  the  gift 
of  his  Spirit  to  them,  the  gift  of  grace,  the  gift 
of  eternal  life,  and  the  gift  of  glory,  of  these  his 
gifts  to  his  own  elect  he  never  repented ;  "  Fear 
not,  little  flock,  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure 
to  give  you  the  kingdom :  "  and  what  is  his  good 
pleasure  to  give,  he  never  will  repent  of.  Nor 
does  he  repent  of  his  calls;  he  calls  some  to  labour 
in  the  vineyard,  and  some  he  calls  by  their  labour 
to  repentance;  and  he  calls  all  his  elect,  to  union, 
communion,  and  fellowship  with  the  living  vine 
but  he  never  repents  of  these  calls,  neither  do  we 
repent  that  he  has  called  us.  My  love  to  all 
friends.  Be  sure  to  write  soon. 

Ever  your's, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE   COY. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
BELOVED, 

JN  Saturday  I  received  Betsy's  letter,  informing 
me  of  my  poor  friend's  illness,  which  I  was  much 
grieved  to  hear.  I  have  spread  it  before  the 
Lord,  and  am  waiting  the  event;  however,  of 
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this  I  am  well  assured,  that  this  sickness  is  not 
unto  death,  for  they  that  believe  shall  never  die, 
but  sleep.  Jesus  tasted  death  for  every  man  of 
his  family  upon  the  cross,  at  his  resurrection  he 
conquered  death,  and  at  the  general  resurrection 
of  the  just,  he  will  swallow  up  death  in  victory ; 
this  is  the  last  king  that  shall  be  dethroned,  and 
the  last  enemy  that  shall  bo  destroyed.  This 
ghastly  monarch  reigned  from  Adam  to  Moses, 
and  we  have  no  power  in  the  day  of  death,  and 
there  is  no  discharge  in  that  war.  It  is  appoint 
ed  unto  all  men  to  tread  this  dark  valley,  which 
leads  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  living : 
"  As  the  waters  fail  from  the  sea,  and  the  flood 
decayeth  and  drieth  up  ;  so  man  lieth  down,  and 
riscth  not  till  the  heavens  be  no  more."  Job 
xiv.  11,  12. 

On  the  day  that  the  just  shall  awake,  shall  the 
present  heavens  and  earth  pass  away,  the  earth 
shall  be  burnt  up,  the  elements  shall  melt,  and 
the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise, 
as  soon  as  the  archangel  descends,  and  the  trum 
pet  of  God  is  sounded.  On  the  day  the  saints 
rise  shall  these  heavens  be  rolled  together,  and  as 
a  vesture  shall  they  be  folded  up,  and  they  shall 
be  changed  :  then  shall  the  new  heavens  and  new 
earth  appear,  and  the  righteous  shall  possess  it, 
and  inhabit  it,  and  none  but  they,  and  that  for  a 
thousand  years.  This  is  the  rest  that  remains  for 
the  people  of  God ;  and  our  present  rest  by 
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faith,  in  the  dying  love  and  finished  work  of 
Christ,  which  is  resting  assured,  resting  satisfied, 
resting  contented,  and  resting  in  hope  and  expec 
tation,  is  a  pledge,  an  earnest,  and  the  first  fruits 
of  this. 

The  best  armour  for  the  soul  on  a  sick  bed,  is 
the  breast  plate  of  an  imputed  righteousness  ;  this 
applied  by  the  Spirit,  and  the  witness  of  it  in  our 
conscience,  is  a  piece  of  defensive  armour,  such 
as  the  curse  of  a  broken  law  will  never  penetrate. 
It  is  proof  against  the  sting  of  death,  the  darts 
of  Satan,  and  the  sentence  of  the  most  righteous 
of  all  judges,  who  will  never  condemn  the  just, 
nor  justify  the  wicked.  And  it  is  our  right  and 
title  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  for  whom  God  justi 
fies,  them  God  glorifies.  Hold  this  fast,  my  dearly 
beloved,  to  the  end,  for  this  is  the  righteousness 
of  faith,  and  he  that  is  our  judge,  and  our  Saviour, 
says,  "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will 
give  thee  a  crown  of  life." 

The  companion  of  faith  is  hope,  for  what  faith 
credits,  hope  expects,  they  are  twin  sisters,  and 
go  hand  in  hand ;  "  Now  abideth  faith,  hope, 
charity,  these  three."  Be  patient,  and  hope  to 
the  end.  "The  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his 
wickedness,  but  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his 
death."  The  third  promised  support  on  a  sick 
bed  is  peace,  this  is  the  fruit  and  effect  of  an 
imputed  righteousness,  the  fruit  of  righteousness 
is  peace  ;  and  is  a  grace  that  passes  with  us  into 
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the  other  world.  It  is  the  end  of  faith  in  this 
life,  and  a  fruit  of  glory  in  the  life  to  come  ; 
"  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright. 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace."  The  Lord  is 
as  fond  of  seeing  his  children  home,  as  we  are  of 
reaching  his  prepared  mansion  ;  and  as  earnest  to 
grant  the  promised  reward,  as  we  are  of  the 
enjoyment  of  it.  To  them  that  believe  Christ  is 
precious,  and  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is 
the  death  of  his  saints.  If  my  dear  companion 
wishes  to  see  me,  send  word.  Grace  and  peace 
be  ever  with  thee,  so  prays, 

Thy  friend  and  brother  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER     CCVI. 

TO   THE   SAME. 

Friday  Morning. 

Dearly  Beloved  Companion  in  travel,  and  true  Yoke-fellow 
in  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 

LAST  night  I  received  your  very  kind  epistle, 
and  when  it  came  it  found  me  very  low ;  but  as 
cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from 
a  far  country,  for  the  good  Lord  who  comforteth 
those  that  are  cast  down,  comforted  me  by  the 
coming  of  Titus  ;  and  not  by  his  coming  only,  but 
by  the  good  account  you  send  me  of  the  enlarge- 
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ment  of  -  — ,  under  the  word  at  my  last  visit. 
His  countenance  has  for  many  years  proclaimed 
him  a  bond-man,  and  sensible  of  his  bonds,  as 
all  the  king's  state  prisoners  are,  when  the  iron 
enters  into  the  soul ;  and  to  such  there  is  no 
ground  of  hope,  but  in  the  law  of  release. 

The  jubilee  year  by  such  is  much  longed  for, 
and  every  stop,  and  distinction  of  the  jubilee 
trumpet  is  observed ;  and  sure  I  am  that  the 
sound  of  enlargement,  and  release  of  infinite 
debts,  is  attended  with  the  joys  and  triumphs  of 
the  third  heavens,  for  there  is  joy  in  the  presence 
of  the  angels  of  God,  as  well  as  in  the  penitent 
soul,  which  is  melting  and  dying  in  love. 
"  Blessed  are  the  people  that  know  the  joyful 
sound,  they  shall  walk,  0  Lord,  in  the  light  of 
thy  countenance.  In  thy  name  shall  they  rejoice 
all  the  day  long,  and  in  thy  righteousness  shall 
they  be  exalted."  Faithfulness  and  truth  go  hand 
in  hand,  what  divine  veracity  promises,  divine 
faithfulness  makes  good,  and  then  the  poor  soul 
sets  to  his  seal  that  God  is  true.  "  Shall  I  cause 
to  travail,  and  not  cause  to  bring  forth  ?  Shall  I 
cause  to  bring  forth  and  shut  the  womb,  saith  thy 
God?"  No,  as  soon  as  Zion  travails,  she  brings 
forth;  God  raises  up  the  dead,  and  quickens 
them.  Such  are  brought  forth  from  insensibility, 
from  carnal  security,  and  from  a  death  in  sin, 
and  from  the  deep  sleep  of  God  ;  "  And  unto  God 
the  Lord  belong  the  issues  from  death,"  Psalm 
Ixviii.  20. 
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Thus  she  brings  forth  before  she  travails,  and 
thus  she  is  delivered  before  her  pains  came ; 
guilt  and  wrath  work  in  the  soul,  and  life  by  the 
Spirit  makes  us  feel  it.  God's  blessing  is  life, 
life  for  evermore.  God  never  calls  or  pronounces 
any  man  blessed,  who  is  dead  in  sin,  and  dead  to 
God ;  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  God  chastens, 
and  teaches  him  out  of  his  law ;  and  blessed  is 
the  man  that  hungers  and  thirsts  after  righte 
ousness.  But  the  appetite  of  nature  is  vitiated, 
it  cannot  savour  the  things  of  God ;  but  spiritual 
life  must  have  spiritual  sustenance  ;  the  soul  that 
longs  as  the  prodigal  did  for  divine  bread,  and  he 
that  hungers  and  thirsts  after  righteousness  are 
both  quickened — the  former  is  sick  of  husks,  and 
the  latter  of  his  own  performances.  You  may 
call  the  blessing  of  life,  Gad,  for  there  is  a  troop 
behind  it. 

But  it  must  be  confessed  that  love  brings  up 
the  rear  ;  "  Shall  I  cause  to  travail,  and  not 
cause  to  bring  forth  ?  "  Shall  I  alarm,  awaken, 
chasten,  and  quicken,  and  not  cause  to  bring 
forth  ?  Shall  I  tell  them,  that  all  that  I  love  I 
rebuke  and  chasten,  and  give  them  the  promised 
chastisement,  but  never  discover  my  love  to 
them  ?  No,  that  be  far  from  me,  "  Shall  not  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?  "  Next  Sunday 
we  shear  the  sheep,  the  Sunday  following  is  ordi 
nance  day ;  and  either  this  week  or  next,  the 
M s  come,  so  that  I  know  not  what  to  say. 
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I  would  wish  when  I  come  to  stay  three  weeks, 
but  who  is  to  preach  for  me  I  know  not.  I  will 
write  to  B.  this  clay  if  I  can.  Tender  my  love  to 
the  family.  God  bless  you  all. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    CCVIL 

TO  ME.  T. 

Paddington. 
MY   DEAR   FRIEND, 

BOTH  your  epistles  came  safe  to  hand,  and  I 
thank  you  kindly  for  the  same.  My  long  silence 
hath  not  originated  from  any  displeasure,  far 
from  it,  but  merely  from  want  of  time,  having 
been  driven  to  write;  have  also  reprinted  one 
book  which  was  out  of  print.  My  son  Gad,  who 
for  some  years  back  hath  been  sharply  exercised 
by  the  chastening  hand  of  God  upon  him,  begins 
to  hold  up  his  head  ;  he  told  me  last  Sunday,  that 
the  word  of  God  now  comes  with  power,  love,  and 
comfort  to  his  heart,  and  that  he  now  believed 
that  the  Lord  would  most  surely  save  him;  I 
never  expect  to  send  you  better  tidings  than  these. 
Should  be  heartily  glad  to  see  either  you  or  your 
daughters,  whenever  you  or  they  choose  to  come, 
you  are  all  welcome  to  such  as  I  have.  Tender 
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my  love  and  respects  to  them  both,   and  accept 
the  same  from, 

Your  much  obliged  friend  and  servant  in 
Christ  Jesus, 

.    HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER    CCYIII. 

TO  MR.  B. 

Paddington,  Friday  Morning. 


MY   DEAR    BROTHER, 


I  WISH  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  ever  to  be  with  thee.  I  have  been  sadly 
shook  with  a  violent  fever,  and  pains  from  head 
to  foot ;  seized  I  was  all  at  once,  and  to  bed  I 
went,  and  then  to  doctoring  and  nursing,  and 
through  the  tender  and  undeserving  mercy  of  my 
God,  am  better ;  and  I  hope  to  be  in  my  lawful 
calling  again  next  Sunday. 

When  I  was  last  at  your  house,  I  dreamed  that 
my  house  fell  down,  and  at  my  return  was  in 
formed  it  was  to  be  sold  ;  but  the  price  set  upon 
it  was  so  high,  that  I  was  compelled  to  look  out 
elsewhere :  have  therefore  taken  a  little  farm  ; 
do  not  laugh  at  this.  This  little  concern  was 
advertised  in  the  papers,  and  some  of  my  friends 
went  down  to  see  it  unknown  to  me,  and  would 
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insist  upon  my  undertaking  the  affair;  but  I 
moved  heavily  and  with  some  reluctance,  fearing 
a  state  of  bankruptcy  :  however,  I  am  embarked 
in  it,  and  am  watching  to  see  what  the  event 
may  be.  I  have  had  many  tossings  and  strange 
goings  upon  my  mind  about  it,  and  the  old  adver 
sary  hath  not  been  slack  nor  idle,  during  my  ill 
ness  ;  nor  could  I  once  say  at  the  expected  ap 
proach  of  the  devil,  Behold,  the  prince  of  this 
world  cometh,  and  hath  nothing  in  me ;  for  carnal 
reason  and  unbelief,  natural  enmity,  rebellion, 
and  discontent,  all  united  together,  and  took  part 
with  him. 

This  is  the  interest  that  Satan  hath  got  in  my 
foolish  heart,  these  are  the  members  of  the  old 
man,  who  certainly  is  a  most  rank  Jacobin,  an 
enemy  to  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  an  enemy 
to  all  order  and  good  government ;  and  all  the 
disaffection  in  this  nation  springs  from  no  other 
source  than  this.  But  notwithstanding  all  these 
enemies,  there  were  some  few  Eoyalists  in  my 
heart,  which  opposed  the  clamour  of  all  these 
of  Tom  Paine's  followers.  Gratitude  sometimes 
appeared,  and  brought  to  my  mind  many  past 
favours,  love- visits,  and  tokens  for  good,  which 
would  make  my  bowels  move,  and  my  eyes  flow 
with  silent  and  secret  tears  of  love  and  affection ; 
but  the  noise  of  rebellion  in  the  camp,  would  soon 
drown  this.  Faith  said,  there  is  neither  un- 
atoned  guilt  nor  unappeased  wrath  working  in 
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your  conscience,  and  you  will  be  most  certainly 
saved,  nor  have  you  any  doubts  about  it;  but 
this  was  prophesying  of  things  to  come ;  this  is 
all  true,  but  it  is  not  the  Lord's  presence,  and 
therefore  I  murmured  on. 

Patience  forsook  me,  submission  and  resigna 
tion  lent  no  assistance,  fear  only  appeared  now 
and  then,  but  interfered  very  little,  humility 
never  once  shewed  her  face  ;  all  that  remained 
with  me  was  confidence  and  hope,  and  now  and 
then  love  for  past  favours  would  appear  a  little  ; 
but  as  I  supposed  myself  hardly  dealt  with,  this 
counteracted  all  the  pleas  of  love  and  affection. 
And  here  I  continue  to  this  day,  in  a  strait  be 
twixt  two,  pro  and  con ;  and  I  can  compare  it  to 
nothing  else  but  the  Lord  standing  at  my  right 
hand,  and  Satan  at  my  left,  contending  which  shall 
have  the  spoil.  "  To  will  is  present  with  me," 
I  know  how  I  would  fain  have  it,  but  the  war 
fare  must  continue,  the  Canaanites  must  dwell  in 
this  land  to  goad  our  sides,  and  prick  our  eyes  ; 
no  small  mortification  they  are  to  me,  and  little 
strength  God  knows  have  I  got  against  them  : 
but  enough  of  this. 

The  harvest  is  now  in,  and  you  know  not  how 
much  I  long  to  see  your  poor  father  and  mother ; 
and  I  beg  they  will  now  come  before  I  go  into 
the  next  furnace,  for  without  doubt  there  will 
soon  be  another  of  some  sort  or  other,  heated  for 
me.  Do  tell  them  to  send  a  line  as  soon  as  con- 
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venient,  by  what  coach  they  come,  where,  and 

what  day,  and  at  what  hour  they  arrive ;  and  I 

will  send  a  person  to  get  a  coach,  to  move  the 

luggage,  and  to  be  on  the  spot  when  the  stage 

comes  in.     Tender  my  kind  respects  and  best 

wishes  to  the  two  young  ladies,  my  kindest  love 

to  father  and  mother,  and  accept  the  same  from, 

Your  unworthy  comrade  in  the  unremitted 

fight  of  faith, 

WM.  HUNTINGDON. 


LETTER    CCIX. 

TO  ME.   W.  B. 

I  THANK  thee,  my  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord, 
for  the  good  tidings,  as  I  believe  God  has  kept 
me  in  a  spirit  of  prayer,  ever  since  my  arrival  at 
B.  and  I  was  vexed  that  no  soul  for  so  long  a 
time  sent  me  any  tidings,  neither  about  you,  nor 

about  poor  mother.     I  even  quarrelled  with 

in  my  heart,  not  knowing  that  she  was  gone 
from  B. 

However,  we  poor  wretches  are  still  debtors  to 
grace ;  nor  does  he  leave  us  without  a  witness 
that  he  is  faithful,  nor  without  a  sure  token  that 
he  is  good,  which  calls  aloud  for  suitable  returns 
of  love,  of  gratitude,  and  of  thankfulness.  I  bless, 
and  truly  thank  my  most  merciful  God  and  Father 
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in  Christ,  for  his  goodness  to  poor  mother  and 
you,  and  I  do  bless  my  God  that  I  can  say,  that 
I  have  your  whole  family  in  my  heart,  in  every 
prayer  of  mine,  making  request  with  joy.  I  have 
plenty  of  this  work,  for  last  week  I  had  the  last 
dying  groans  of  his  Excellency,  and  I  was  enabled 
to  wrestle  hard  for  him,  and  to  send  him  an 
epistle  which  he  informs  me  filled  first  his  heart, 
then  the  pulpit,  and  then  the  flock.  I  want  to 
wean  him,  but  I  cannot ;  and  I  do  at  times  think, 
that  he  will  go  sucking  to  the  grave ;  he  is  such 
a  dear  friend  to  Moses. 

Though  he  continually  curses  him,  yet  every 
time  Satan  gets  him  down,  off  he  goes  to  Horeb, 
and  there  he  gets  the  old  vail,  and  then  he  is  lost, 
and  gropes  for  the  wall  like  the  blind,  and  then 
comes  his  last  dying  speech  and  confession.  These 
papers  come  sometimes  when  the  devil  has  got 
me  by  the  ear,  and  then  I  am  like  a  wild  bull  in 
a  net,  and  should  most  certainly  make  use  of 
Mrs.  Birch,  was  he  present ;  but  God  keeps  us 
far  enough  apart,  that  there  may  be  none  of  these 
Welch  battles.  I  yesterday  dropped  you  a  line, 
informing  you  that  I  was  going  into  Kent,  where 
his  Excellency  sends  me  word  he  will  come  and 
meet  me,  on  next  Monday  evening.  God  bless 
thee,  and  keep  thee,  so  prays 

The  chiefest  of  Sinners, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEE    OCX. 
TO   THE   SAME. 

I  ALMOST  long  to  know  how  my  dear  friend 
comes  on,  whether  he  gained  anything  by  trading 
the  last  visit,  and  if  there  be  any  breaking  out  or 
breaking  forth  from  the  prison,  from  the  chains 
of  sin,  and  from  the  yoke  of  bondage,  among  the 
people.  The  ring-straked,  spotted,  and  spangled 
sheep,  are  to  be  the  shepherd's  hire ;  so  shall  the 
righteousness  of  the  shepherds,  answer  for  them 
in  time  to  come. 

We  got  home  safe,  and  in  good  time,  and  am 
much  attended  in  the  ministry ;  nor  have  I  had 
one  barren  time  in  the  pulpit,  since  my  return, 
which  is  not  common,  and  to  me  it  is  most  won 
derful.  Bless  God  I  am  still  longing  for  an  in 
crease  in  the  Lord's  harvest,  and  I  have  good 
tidings  from  0.  in  Kent,  three  of  whom  came  to 
hear  me  last  Lord's  day;  and  I  am  fully  per 
suaded  that  they  came  not  in  vain :  I  am  going 
to  preach  there  next  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
evenings,  if  God  permit.  0  my  dearly  beloved 
companion,  what  debtors  we  are  to  free  grace. 
How,  how  many  comply  with  a  few  legal  convic 
tions,  which  are  attended  with  no  life,  no  appe 
tite,  no  relish  for  the  passover,  no  hunger  after 
righteousness,  nor  any  thirst  for  the  love  and 
favour  of  God,  and  therefore  get  ease  and  secu- 
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rity  at  the  foot  of  Sinai,  and  fetch  all  their  hopes 
and  comforts  from  the  law  that  condemns  them ; 
but  never,  never  arise  to  that  evangelical  influence, 
that  makes  the  sabbath  of  God  holy  and  honour 
able,  Christ  precious,  and  God  the  delight  of  the 
soul. 

The  only  way  to  attain  this  is  by  tracing  the 
footsteps  of  his  providence,  observing  the  work  of 
his  hands,  and  yielding  to  the  dictates  and 
impulses  of  his  most  holy  and  most  blessed  Spirit ; 
and  sure  I  am  that  often  when  I  am  admiring  his 
works  without,  my  soul  is  sensibly  touched 
within.  If  he  lays  on  the  rod  of  affliction,  he 
says  to  the  afflicted,  Pray ;  if  he  gives  joy  and 
gladness,  he  expects  thanksgiving,  and  the  voice 
of  melody.  In  a  joyous  frame,  he  expects  bless 
ing  ;  but  when  in  a  meek  and  quiet  frame  of 
soul,  he  requires  familiarity,  and  a  holy  boldness  j 
for  never  can  a  poor  believer  make  so  free  as 
when  his  soul  is  truly  poor  and  needy.  "  The 
poor,"  says  the  wise  man,  "  hear eth  not  rebuke;" 
there  is  nothing  in  all  God's  book  against  him. 
"  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  God."  True  yoke-fellow,  adieu. 
Ever  your's  in  faith  and  affection, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEK    CCXI. 

To  Miss  B. 


MY   DEAR   FRIEND, 


YOUR  letter  has  brought  me  lower  than  I  was, 
for  of  late  I  have  been  of  a  sorrowful  spirit.  The 
death  of  your  poor  Aunt,  the  sickness  of  your 
surviving  Aunt  and  Uncle,  and  the  often  infirmi 
ties  of  poor  M.  is  sorrow  upon  sorrow.  But  our 
dear  Jesus  lives,  and  his  grace  is  endless  health 
and  eternal  life,  nor  shall  hell  itself  ever  deprive 
us  of  this.  "We  love  one  another  now,  and  this  is 
the  bond  of  the  covenant,  the  bond  of  union,  and 
the  bond  of  all  perf  ectness  ;  and  this  bond  every 
sharp  trial  both  increases  and  strengthens.  Death 
shall  not  dissolve  it,  and  eternity  itself  will  only 
perfect  it. 

How  did  my  soul  cleave  to  you,  and  others  of 
my  dear  fraternity,  when  this  trouble  first  came 
upon  me;  how  did  I,  and  still  do  loathe  this 
malicious  and  envious  world :  I  comforted  my 
self  to  think  I  was  old,  and  should  soon  see  an 
end.  Nothing,  look  which  way  you  will,  is  to 
be  seen  but  lust,  pride,  and  every  vanity,  and  a 
tinder  box  within,  inflamed  at  every  spark,  and 
setting  on  fire  the  whole  frame  of  nature.  "  But 
this,  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me ;  of  all 
he  hath  given  me,  I  should  lose  nothing,  but  raise 
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it  up  at  the  last  day."  Our  bodies  and  souls  are 
God's  work,  and  given  to  Christ,  and  not  one 
hair  of  our  head  shall  ever  perish.  But  the  old 
man,  sin,  is  the  corruption  of  our  nature ;  "  All 
flesh  hath  corrupted  its  way." 

Satan  corrupted  us  from  the  original  holiness 
that  we  had  of  God.  To  purge  us  from  this  by 
blood,  to  counteract  the  remains  of  it  by  grace, 
to  change  our  vile  bodies  at  last,  and  to  fashion 
them  like  the  glorious  body  of  Christ,  is  the  work 
in  hand.  This  good  work,  my  dear  girls  and 
sisters,  is  begun,  and  will  be  carried  on,  and  be 
perfected  in  the  day  of  Christ,  when  the  body 
rises  ;  this  is  what  David  means,  "  The  Lord  will 
perfect  that  which  concerneth  me :  thy  mercy,  O 
Lord,  endureth  for  ever ;  forsake  not  the  works 
of  thine  own  hands,"  Psal.  cxxxviii.  8.  Sure  I 
am,  and  I  feel  it  now,  that  every  cross  and  sore 
trial  mortifies  sin,  and  deadens  the  soul  to  it ;  the 
effect  of  this,  meekness,  humility,  and  self-abase 
ment,  searching,  seeking,  crying,  praying ;  and 
after  this  faith,  hope,  and  love  rise  up,  with  new 
strength,  life,  and  vigour. 

The  devil  hates  the  furnace,  his  sweet  morsels 
are  disrelished,  when  the  soul  is  in  sackcloth ;  and 
crying  and  praying  to  God,  is  a  scourge  for  the 
devil.  I  never  read  of  any  dying  or  perishing 
under  the  rod,  under  sharp  exercises,  or  in  the 
purging  furnace.  Job's  children  were  all  feasting, 
when  the  wind  smote  the  house,  and  killed  them 
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all.      God  bless  you  both  is,   and  will  be,  the 
prayer  of, 

Your  loving  Brother, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE     CCXII. 

TO  ME.  S.  W. 

Thames  Ditton. 

MY   DEAR    SOULS, 

I  THIS  day  received  your  letter  with  joy,  and 
give  you  thanks  for  the  same.  I  have  been  twice 
to  Woking  since  my  brother  P.  left  me.  The 
time  before  last,  coming  home,  I  was  most  dread 
fully  tempted  indeed ;  but  the  blessed  Jesus 
helped  me  up  again  by  calling  me  to  visit  an  old 
man,  whom  I  had  once  seen  before.  When  I 
came  I  found  him  in  dreadful  horror,  and  calling 
on  God,  and  when  I  began  to  tell  him  how  he 
felt  himself,  he  found  it  would  do  for  him,  and 
being  thick  of  hearing,  he  pulled  off  his  hat  and 
cap,  and  laid  his  aged  ear  to  hear  the  word,  and 
soon  was  melted  down  in  tears.  I  left  him  smil 
ing.  Pray  for  him. 

The  last  Sunday  I  thought  to  be  at  Mitcham  ; 
I  intended  to  go  last  Saturday  to  Camberwell, 
and  Mitcham,  and  Ewell,  and  Epsom,  and 
Horsham ;  but  the  frost  broke,  and  I  was  called 
to  "Woking.  I  found  heaven  on  earth  in  my 
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journey.  I  went  weeping,  bearing  precious  seed, 
God  grant  I  may  return,  and  bring  my  sheaves 
with  me,  Amen.  When  I  came  I  was  gladly 
received.  One  of  our  sisters  was  very  ill,  and 
her  husband  is  a  pharisee  and  an  enemy,  and  his 
daughter  likewise  opposed  her  mother,  though 
she  often  came  to  hear  me.  Well,  I  went  to  see 
her,  and  the  father  was  at  home,  and  behaved 
very  civil ;  but  when  I  began  to  talk  he  heard 
awhile,  but  soon  withdrew,  being  a  lover  of  dark 
ness,  and  therefore  a  hater  of  light.  I  spent 
some  time  in  prayer ;  and  the  daughter  being 
convicted  of  being  an  enemy  to  her  mother,  cried 
out,  and  Mr.  H.  kept  her  company  in  weeping ; 
I  had  much  ado  to  pacify  her,  and  my  bowels 
yearned  towards  them  ;  so  I  left  them  in  the 
spirit  of  meekness :  God  grant  that  we  may  meet 
again  where  we  shall  cry  no  more,  Amen,  and  do 
you  say  Amen  to  it. 

1  likewise  visited  a  poor  cripple,  that  had  long 
desired  to  see  this  William,  the  parson,  and  he 
seemed  all  ear ;  the  Lord  affect  his  heart,  Amen. 
The  forenoon  and  afternoon  service,  I  was  happy, 
but  before  the  evening  in  trouble.  The  clerk's 
wife  and  daughter  seemed  convinced,  and  the 
clerk  wanted  to  hear,  but  was  afraid  to  come 
openly  though  desirous ;  so,  like  Mcodemus,  he 
came  in  the  night,  and  was  shut  in  a  room  just 
against  the  wall  where  I  stood  to  speak.  I 
thought  of  him,  and  though  in  chains  just  before, 
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God  gave  me  great  power  and  liberty  indeed ; 
God  grant  he  may,  like  Nicodemus,  come  forth 
to  the  light,  and  beg  of  God  the  Father,  his  cru 
cified  Son,  for  his  soul's  salvation,  Amen. 

In  the  morning  we  awaked  about  three  o'clock, 
and  the  Lord  was  with  me  indeed,  and  we  sung, 
and  prayed,  and  parted  in  love,  0  bless  the  Lord 
for  it.  My  master  has  got  a  new  bargeman,  and 
one  morning  master  gave  him  and  me  a  breakfast 
together  alone,  at  Christmas.  I  began  to  speak 
to  him  about  God  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  since 
that,  God  has  given  me  his  ear  ;  pray  God  to  con 
quer  his  heart.  This  night  he  blessed  me,  and 
tells  me  he  begins  to  feel,  God  grant  it  may  be 
Christ  crucified  in  his  heart,  Amen,  Lord  Jesus. 
He  tells  my  master  he  loves  William,  God  grant 
he  may  love  Christ.  Master  has  given  him  leave 
to  go  to  Woking  with  me,  0  that  he  may  go  to 
heaven  with  me,  Amen.  You  tell  me  you  are 
tempted  by  the  devil ;  obey  God's  voice,  give  all 
you  have  to  him,  and  then  you  are  not  your  own, 
you  are  bought  with  a  price,  and  God  is  your  wall 
of  salvation. 

Praise  him  for  his  wonderful  creation.  Praise 
him  for  his  work  of  works  in  Dinner's  salvation. 
Praise  him  for  his  dear  Son.  Praise  him  for  his 
precious  blood.  Praise  him  for  his  Holy  Spirit. 
Praise  him  for  his  matchless  grace.  Praise  him 
for  his  precious  love.  Praise  him  for  his  powerful 
faith.  Praise  him  for  his  blessed  hope.  Praise 
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him  for  discovering  guilt.  Praise  him  for  salva 
tion  from  it. 

Praise  him  for  a  quiet  spirit.  Praise  him  for 
a  broken  heart.  Praise  him  for  a  tender  consci 
ence.  Praise  him  for  holy  desires.  Praise  him 
for  a  spiritual  thirst.  Praise  him  for  a  renewed 
will.  Praise  him  for  his  marvellous  light.  Praise 
him  for  your  heavenly  views.  Praise  him  for  the 
hope  of  glory. 

Praise  him  for  engaged  strength.  Praise  him 
for  a  precious  soul.  Praise  him  for  his  grace 
to  save  it.  Praise  him  for  his  power  to  keep 
it.  Praise  him  for  his  watchful  eye.  Praise 
him  for  his  guardian  angels.  Praise  him  for 
your  holy  wars.  Praise  him  for  your  perfect 
weakness. 

Praise  him  for  his  word  of  promise.  Praise 
him  for  his  humbling  rod.  Praise  him  for  both 
law  and  gospel.  Praise  him  for  his  mercy  on 
us.  Praise  him  for  all  humbling  trials.  Praise 
him  for  instruction  from  them.  Praise  him  as 
your  Lord  and  God.  Praise  him  for  the  spirit  of 
meekness. 

Let  all  mankind  from  north  to  south,  praise 
my  God  with  heart  and  mouth.  Praise  the 
Lord,  ye  saints  of  light,  praise  my  God  both 
day  and  night.  Praise  him  for  your  life  and 
breath,  praise  my  Christ  both  heaven  and 
earth.  Praise  him  for  a  spiritual  ear,  praise  him 
for  his  godly  fear.  Praise  him  for  his  humilia- 
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tion,  praise  him  in  his  exaltation.  Praise  him 
in  all  the  hymns  you  sing,  praise  him  your  pro 
phet,  priest,  and  king.  Let  every  tongue,  in 
every  head,  praise  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead. 
Praise  the  Lord  from  pole  to  pole,  praise  him 
that  saved  my  helpless  soul.  Praise  the  Lord 
from  coast  to  coast,  praise  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost. 


LETTEK    CCXIII. 

TO  MISS  E.  B. 

THE  last  time  I  heard  from  my  dear  friend,  she 
was  in  a  very  flourishing  state,   comfortably  en 
larged,  and  somewhat  confirmed  and  established; 
at  such  seasons  they  can  reign  as  kings,  with  the 
toil  of  labourers.     But  these  flourishing  seasons 
are  of  short  duration,  and  after  a   sweet  banquet 
the  appetite  is  but  the  keener  when  fasting  days 
come  on  :   "  Can  the  children  of  the  bride-cham 
ber  fast,  while  the  bridegroom  is  with  them  ?  " 
No,  it  is  impossible,  but  the  time  is  sure  to  come, 
'  when  the  bridegroom  shall  be  taken  away  from 
them,  and  then  shall  they  fast  in  those  days," 
Mark  ii.  19,  20.     That  which  sharpens  the  appe 
tite  is,  the  sweetness  of  his  presence,  and  the 
bitterness  that  succeeds  upon  his  departure,  which 
makes  the  soul  passionately  long  for  his  return  ; 
the  days  will  come,  when  you  shall  desire  to  see 
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one  of  the  clays  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  ye  shall 
not  see  it. 

But  this  going  and  coming  not  only  leads  us  to 
distinguish  between  feasting  and  fasting,  but  be 
tween  the  old  man  and  the  new  ;  it  also  makes  us 
more  and  more  acquainted  with  the  Lord  himself, 
whose  presence  is  the  better  distinguished  by  his 
long  absence,  the  more  minutely  observed,  and 
the  more  thankfully  acknowledged.  All  this  may 
be  seen  in  the  spouse  ;  her  Lord's  long  absence 
had  provoked  her  to  such  raging  jealousy  that  her 
apprehension  became  so  quick,  that  she  knew  him 
both  by  his  voice,  and  by  the  stroke  of  his  hand ; 
"  It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved  that  knocketh, 
saying,  Open  to  me,"  as  if  she  was  the  only  one 
that  he  sought  after.  It  also  leads  us  to  distin 
guish  between  the  old  man  and  the  new ;  the 
new  man,  so  called  by  Paul,  is  by  Peter  called 
the  divine  nature ;  and  elsewhere  Paul  calls  the 
old  and  new  man,  flesh  and  spirit :  "  The  flesh 
lusteth  against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  against 
the  flesh,"  Gal.  v.  IT. 

Now  every  visit  which  the  Lord  pays  to  his 
poor  children,  is  to  preserve,  revive,  enliven,  and 
strengthen  the  good  work  of  grace ;  "  Thy  visita 
tion,"  says  Job,  "  hath  preserved  my  spirit," 
Job  x.  12  ;  for,  "  Thou  hast  granted  me  life  and 
favour,"  and  visited  me  to  keep  that  life  and 
favour  from  falling  to  decay.  This  is  what 
David  alludes  to,  when  he  says,  "  The  Lord  will 
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perfect  that  which  concerneth  me.  Thy  mercy, 
0  Lord,  endureth  for  ever ;  forsake  not  the  work 
of  thine  own  hands."  To  this  Christ  alludes, 
when  upon  every  visit  he  says,  "  Behold  my 
reward  is  with  me,  and  my  work  before  me  ;  " 
every  visit  therefore  is  to  renew  this  new  man : 
"  The  inner  man,"  says  Paul,  "  is  renewed  day 
by  day."  Hence,  if  we  observe  upon  every 
appearance  of  the  Lord's  presence,  the  heart  is 
enlarged,  the  soul  refreshed,  faith  gets  active, 
hope  abounds,  love  draws,  meekness  softens,  con 
trition  affords  a  pleasing  smart ;  he  deals  kind 
ness  by  his  countenance,  and  recalls  former 
miscarriages,  and  coyly  refuses  his  tenderness 
upon  a  deep  sense  of  unworthiness,  and  reflec 
tions  of  former  unbelief,  impatience,  and  hard 
thoughts  of  his  long  delay;  this  fills  the  soul 
with  true  humility,  and  self-loathing,  under  which 
much  nearness,  boldness,  freedom  of  access,  great 
liberty,  and  strong  persuasions,  and  comfortable 
claims  are  granted ;  our  interest  appears  clear, 
and  our  evidences  bright,  and  love  appears  per 
fect  ;  and  we  resolve,  and  fully  intend  in  all 
future  periods,  to  quit  ourselves  like  men. 

But,  alas,  when  Christ  has  revived  his  work, 
and  is  gone,  then  comes  Satan  to  stir  up  every 
branch  of  his  dominion,  every  loyal  subject  to 
his  interest,  and  every  corruption,  or  every 
faculty,  power,  or  affection  of  our  hearts,  which 
he,  by  the  fall  of  man,  has  corrupted,  and 


127 


vitiated,  and  alienated  from  God.  Not  only 
unbelief,  hardness,  rebellion,  enmity,  pride,  and 
revenge,  but  every  natural  inclination  to  evil  \ 
this  is  the  old  man,  and  these  two  will  war,  as 
long  as  we  live  in  this  vale  of  tears,  this  enchant 
ing  and  ensnaring  spot,  and  as  long  as  we  are 
in  this  body  of  sin  and  death  :  thus  our  Lord's 
visits  and  absence  distinguish  between  sin  and 
grace.  And  this  my  dear  friend  must  expect 
to  be  the  daily  task  of  bearing  the  cross,  till 
the  cross  give  way  to  the  crown,  and  tribulation 
ends  in  eternal  tranquillity. 

I  have  for  this  fortnight  back  had  a  bad  cold, 
fever,  cough,  hoarseness,  and  much  shortness  of 
breath,  but  am  somewhat  better.  I  have  long 
lived  in  expectation  of  seeing  my  old  companion 
in  travail,  and  his  two  daughters,  but  all  hope 
on  that  ground  has  been  destroyed,  on  which 
account  I  send  these  few  scraps.  The  heavens 
bless  my  poor  friends,  and  all  at  the  Bower,  is 
the  daily  prayer  of, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE  CCXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

The  Cabin,  Monday. 

ONCE  more  I  come  to  enquire  after  the  health, 
the  wealth,  and  the  prosperity  of  my  dear  friend ; 
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knowing  that  there  is  balm  still  in  Gilead,  or 
among  the  witnesses  of  God,  and  a  physician 
there,  that  is  in  every  purged  conscience;  and 
near  to  every  broken  heart,  in  order  to  save  every 
contrite  spirit :  "  His  reward  is  with  him." 
Every  band  for  binding  up,  every  cordial  for 
reviving  drooping  spirits,  every  bitter  ingredient 
for  strengthening  the  stomach,  and  promoting 
appetite ;  oil  and  myrrh,  milk  and  honey,  wine 
and  spices.  "  All  his  garments  smell  of  myrrh, 
aloes,  and  cassia,  out  of  the  ivory  palaces,"  all,  all, 
for  our  use,  for  our  good,  and  for  our  growth. 

"  His  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  before 
him  ;  "  and  what  is  that  ?  "  From  all  their  filtlii- 
ness,  and  from  all  their  idols,"  says  Christ,  "  I 
will  cleanse  them;"  "I  will  clothe  thee  with 
change  of  raiment,"  Zech.  iii.  4.  And  he  shall 
feed  them,  and  keep  them  as  a  shepherd  does  his 
flock  ;  this  is  his  charge,  and  he  is  the  good  Shep 
herd,  and  will  be  faithful,  tender,  and  watchful, 
for  he  that  keepeth  Israel  never  slumbers  nor 
sleeps,  Psal.  cxxi.  4.  We  are  God's  choice,  and 
his  own  purchase,  and  he  will  lose  nothing  of  his 
own,  no,  not  an  hair  of  the  head  shall  perish,  for 
these  are  all  numbered.  And  if  matters  are  so, 
will  he  ever  forget  our  persons,  or  once  let  our 
names  slip  from  his  divine  mind,  or  be  banished 
from  his  memory  ?  u  0  thou  of  little  faith,  where 
fore  dost  thou  doubt,"  when  thou  art  in  such  safe, 
and  such  powerful  hands. 
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I  daily  remember  you  all  in  my  poor,  imperfect 
prayers,  for  I  love,  and  I  long  to  see  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  enlarged  ;  and  I  have  some  satisfaction 
on  this  head.  Let  nothing  damp  thee,  to  slacken 
thy  diligence  ;  "  The  diligent  sonl  shall  be  made 
fat  ;  "  it  is  bold  faith,  and  strong  faith,  that  gives 
glory  to  God,  which  maintains  its  hold,  and  re 
peats  its  claims,  suits,  and  pleas,  when  heaven 
and  earth  seem  to  combine  against  us.  I  have 
this  day  sent  a  scrap  to  poor  Mary.  God  bless 
my  dear  friend,  so  prays 

Her  most  affectionate, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE    COXY. 

TO   THE   SAME. 

The  Doctor  to  his  Little  One,  sendeth  Greeting,  with  per 
fect  peace  and  at  such  a  time. 

THIS  is  Saturday,  and  I  have  been  on  the  wings 
of  vain  imagination  five  or  six  times  to  B.  I 
have  lately,  in  order  to  prevent  my  going  out  of 
the  chapel  on  Sunday  nights,  when  I  am  so  hot, 
had  a  new  bed  put  up  in  the  study  at  the  chapel, 
and  there  I  have  slept  for  some  time.  On  Thurs 
day  night  last,  being  Christmas  eve,  I  went  there 
to  bed  at  seven  o'clock  ;  I  waked  up  at  mid 
night,  and  chewed  over  my  Christmas-day  text, 

I 
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and  after  this  dropped  off  again,  and  into  the 
land  of  Nod  I  went.  I  dreamed  that  I  was  on  a 
large  barren  common,  and  a  person  stepped  up  to 
me  and  told  me,  that  was  the  way  to  the  mill ;  I 
set  off  down  a  descent,  and  soon  came  to  the  mill, 
and  something  told  me  that  there  were  none  in 
that  place  but  what  would  be  glad  to  see  me. 
The  mill  stood  very  pleasant,  and  before  it  a 
beautiful  stone  building,  and  at  the  front  of  that 
a  delightful  river,  and  one  lady  walking  by  it, 
who  looked  at  me,  smiled  and  curtseyed.  I  said, 
You  have  been  at  great  expense  here,  she  said 
she  had,  and  I  awoke.  I  thought  of  the  two 
grinding  at  the  mill,  the  one  taken,  the  other  left, 
and  of  Peter's  building  of  living  stones,  and  of 
John's  river  of  the  water  of  life,  and  then  sunk 
clown  into  the  land  of  forgetfulness  again,  and 
behold  another  dream. 

I  dreamed  that  I  was  in  a  very  large,  old,  and 
ruinous  house,  but  it  had  pleasant  gardens ;  in 
this  house  there  was  you,  your  father,  mother, 
Mary,  and  John,  and  we  all  walked  about  for 
some  time  ;  at  last  all  sat  down  in  a  large  room, 
and  I  was  to  wash  the  feet  of  you  all :  I  was  to 
begin  with  you,  then  your  father  who  sat  next, 
then  your  mother,  then  Mary,  and  then  John.  I 
began,  and  washed  your's  quite  clean,  and  when 
I  had  done,  you  looked  hard  at  me,  and  said,  I 
think  I  have  got  some  spots  about  my  nose ;  I 
looked,  and  there  were  two  spots  upon  one  cheek, 
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one  upon  the  other,  and  two  little  ones  upon  your 
upper  lip.  I  got  those  off  the  same  way  the 
Saviour  healed  the  blind  man,  I  spit  upon  my 
handkerchief,  and  rubbed  them  all  off,  and  I 
thought  I  never  saw  you  look  so  cheerful  in  my 
life.  I  then  began  upon  your  father,  but  by  the 
motion  of  my  arms  in  rubbing,  I  awoke  myself, 
before  I  had  finished  the  work  that  I  was  to  do. 
I  thought  of  our  Lord's  washing  the  disciples' 
feet,  and  of  Peter's  desire  to  have  the  same  to  be 
done  to  his  hands  and  his  head,  and  of  our  Lord's 
answer  to  him ;  and  then  I  thought  of  this  text, 
"  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have  washed 
your  feet,  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  another's 
feet,"  John  xiii.  14.  Then  I  considered  what 
that  of  washing  one  another's  feet  should  mean, 
and  likewise  what  is  meant  by  the  feet.  Those 
who  believe  in  Christ  are  pardoned,  justified,  and 
sanctified,  and  therefore  complete  in  Christ,  and 
of  course  clean  every  whit,  and  need  no  more 
washing,  save  to  wash  the  feet ;  which  signifies 
the  whole  of  our  conversation  through  life  in  the 
course  of  our  pilgrimage,  in  which  we  often 
offend  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  and  which  dis 
quiets  the  mind,  disturbs  our  peace,  offends  our 
conscience,  weakens  our  faith,  encourages  Satan, 
and  brings  on  the  rod  of  God.  "  What  I  do  thou 
kuowest  not  now,"  says  Jesus  to  Simon,  "but 
thou  shalt  know  hereafter,"  John  xiii.  7 ;  which 
was  fulfilled  when  Peter  fell,  then  he  wanted  his 
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feet  washed,  for  he  was  down,  and  his  mouth  too, 
for  he  had  cursed  and  swore. 

But  what  can  be  meant  by  washing  one  an 
other's  feet,  did  the  apostles  ever  do  this  ?  I  be 
lieve  not.  How  does  the  Lord  purge  and  save 
us  ?  "  With  the  washing  of  water,  by  the  word," 
Ephes.  v.  26  ;  this  is  the  way  that  he  sanctifies 
and  cleanses  his  church  :  that  water  is  the  renew 
ing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  called  the  washing  of 
regeneration,  Titus  iii.  5.  But  then  why  is  it 
called,  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word  ?  Be 
cause  God  gives  testimony  to  the  word  of  his 
grace,  by  accompanying  it  with  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
the  word  comes  in  power,  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
in  much  assurance,  1  Thess.  i.  5 ;  therefore  to 
preach  comforting,  and  encouraging  words  to 
fallen  saints,  backsliding  souls,  and  to  such  as 
have  offended,  the  Holy  Spirit  applying  the  word, 
pardon  and  peace  is  renewed,  and  the  feet  are 
afresh  washed  again. 

By  the  cheeks  of  my  little  one,  I  understand 
the  heart  and  conscience,  for  when  these  are  clean 
we  can  lift  up  our  face  withot  spot  to  God,  Job 
xi.  15  ;  but  when  these  are  foul,  I  am  bowed 
down,  I  am  so  troubled  I  cannot  look  up.  The 
spot  on  my  little  one's  lip,  betoken  some  mutter- 
ings  ;  your  lips  have  muttered  perverseness,  saith 
the  prophet;  and  of  himself  at  conversion  he 
says,  "I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips."  Thus 
has  the  Lord  told  me  what  thou  hast  been  at, 
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and  I  was  employed  to  rub  it  all  off,  and  who 
knows  but  the  living  water  may  attend  this 
epistle,  and  do  the  work  of  the  whole  dream ; 
I  never  understood  these  things,  of  washing  the 
feet  so  clear  before.  After  my  dreams,  I  had  a 
glorious  time  in  the  pulpit,  and  after  that  good 
news  from  -  —  I  have  hope  of  five  poor  souls 
there.  About  three  weeks  before  Christinas,  now 
twenty- eight  years  ago,  I  was  brought  forth  the 
second  time,  on  which  I  thought  with  many 
tears.  I  send  this  to  B.  expecting  you  are  alto 
gether  there.  My  most  cordial  love  to  father, 
mother,  Mary,  and  John. 

God  bless  you  all, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE    CCXVL 

TO  THE  SAME. 

BEING  returned  from  the  journey,  I  am  coming 
to  enquire  how  my  beloved  friend  does.  I  see 
I  have  not  laboured  in  vain  in  -  — ,  some 
have  shook  themselves  from  the  dust,  and  loosed 
the  bands  of  their  neck  ;  while  others  look  out 
of  obscurity,  and  struggle  to  come  forth  out  of 
their  holes  :  some  hang  their  harps  on  the  wil 
lows,  and  two  or  three  go  forth  in  the  dances  of 
them  that  make  merry. 

But  how  is  it  with  my  old  companion  in  tra- 
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vail  ?  I  have  no  doubt  but  her  mind  is  often 
buffeted,  her  understanding  beclouded,  her  peace 
disquieted,  her  resting  place  disturbed,  her  un 
belief  strengthened,  and  every  good  thought 
scattered;  but  after  all,  this  is  no  more  than 
the  devil's  works,  moving  our  inbred  corrup 
tions  :  and  this  we  know  is  the  war  that  God 
himself  has  called  us  to,  and  Christ  is  the  captain 
of  all  these  forces,  and  of  our  salvation  ;  and  we 
are  to  be  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 
hath  loved  us.  All  the  devil's  malice  is  against 
Christ,  and  faith  in  him,  but  this  is  not  attended 
with  the  sword  of  justice  ;  no  sting  of  unpardoned 
guilt,  no  rebukes  with  flames  of  fire,  no  piercing 
curses  from  the  holy  law,  no  arrows  from  God's 
quiver,  no  vindictive  wrath  reflected  from  God's 
anger,  no  black  despair,  no  evident  token  of 
perdition,  no  dread  of  damnation. 

Nay,  so  far  from  this,  we  find  that  after  every 
onset  is  over,  that  the  Lord  comes  in  and  revives 
the  work,  gives  fresh  strength,  repairs  all  our 
losses,  recruits  our  ammunition,  and  gives  fresh 
fortitude  to  renew  the  war ;  and  surely  those 
soldiers  fight  well  who  are  thus  honoured,  en 
couraged,  and  led  on  in  the  field  of  action  again 
and  again.  And  sure  I  am  that  there  would  not 
be  any  renewing  of  our  strength,  no  more  encour 
agement,  no  more  visits,  no  smiles,  no  reviving 
cordials,  no  good  cheer ;  nor  would  he  ever  lead 
us  forth  again,  if  he  did  not  approve  of  the  war, 
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and  of  our  conduct  in  the  war  :  nor  do  we  fight 
and  beat  the  air.  We  have  gotten  fear,  life, 
light,  peace,  rest,  faith,  hope,  love,  and  meekness 
already  in  possession,  which  are  the  first  fruits  ; 
and  when  we  are  so  bewildered  as  to  lose  sight 
of  all  these,  a  thousand  worlds  would  not  pur 
chase  our  share  in  these  things,  even  then  when 
we  have  nothing  left  but  the  bare  remembrance 
of  them.  Keep  on,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  both 
our  Commander  and  our  armour,  and  we  are  no 
more  than  mere  machines  in  this  war.  Kind 
love  to  Mary,  and  accept  the  same. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER     CCXYII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 

Cricklewood,  Edgeware  Road. 
MY    DEARLY    BELOVED    IN    THE    LORD, 

YOUR'S  came  safe  to  hand,  and  I  was  glad  to 
hear  of  the  revival  of  the  good  work  in  thee ; 
and  indeed  it  is  no  more  than  what  I  firmly 
believed  would  be  the  case  when  I  set  out.  God 
will  not  contend  for  ever,  nor  will  he  be  always 
wrath;  "  His  anger  endures  but  a  moment,  in 
his  favour  is  life ;  weeping  may  endure  for  a 
night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning,"  Psal. 
xxx.  5.  Our  souls  are  naturally  wedded  to  the 
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law ;  a  self -righteous  spirit  which  is  natural  to 
us,  often  betrays  us  into  a  labyrinth  of  bondage, 
hence  the  apostle  intimates,  that  there  is  a  neces 
sity  of  being  divorced  from  the  law,  by  the 
condemning  sentence  thereof.  "  Wherefore,  my 
brethren,  ye  also  are  become  dead  to  the  law, 
that  ye  should  be  married  to  another,  even  to 
him  who  is  raised  from  the  dead,  that  we  should 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,"  Bom.  vii.  4. 

A  legal  spirit  betrays  us  into  slavish  fear,  and 
slavish  fear,  which  the  law  communicates,  influ- 
enceth  the  soul,  and  mingleth  wrath  and  terror 
with  it ;  it  gendereth  to  bondage,  Gal.  iv.  24  : 
and  the  motions  of  sin  which  are  by  the  law 
discovered,  irritated,  and  stirred  up,  such  as 
enmity,  unbelief,  and  rebellion,  work  in  our 
members,  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death,  Bom. 
vii.  5.  Hence  my  dear  little  one  may  see  the 
need  of  a  divorce  from  the  law,  because  it  can 
give  no  life,  and  therefore  under  it  dead  fruits 
and  nothing  else  can  be  brought  forth.  But  the 
bond  of  the  new  covenant  is  love,  and  the  bond 
of  the  old  covenant  is  wrath,  hence  it  is  said  to 
work  wrath ;  and  as  it  binds  the  sinner  over  to 
punishment,  so  the  poor  criminal  is  kept  in  tor 
menting  fear  of  punishment,  and  bowed  down  to 
the  meditations  of  terror. 

Unpardoned  guilt,  and  the  law's  curse,  always 
go  together ;  and  the  curse  and  wrath  of  a  broken 
law  hold  the  sinner  fast ;  nor  can  he  ever  get 


137 

free,  but  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  :  "  The  sting 
of  death  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the 
law,"  1  Cor.  xv.  56.  Faith  eyes  the  atonement 
and  satisfaction  of  Christ,  and  deals  with  his 
blood  for  pardon ;  and  when  applied,  "  By  the 
blood  of  thy  covenant,"  says  the  Father,  "  I  have 
sent  forth  thy  prisoners  out  of  the  pit,  wherein 
is  no  water.  Turn  ye  to  the  strong  hold,  ye 
prisoners  of  hope,"  Zech.  ix.  11,  12.  This  is 
God's  command,  that  Christ's  prisoners  of  hope 
turn  their  eyes  to  him,  who  is  their  high  tower, 
strong  hold,  and  safeguard,  Nahum  i.  7. 

I  have  informed  my  little  one,  that  the  bond 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  is  love  ;  a  covenant  is  a 
bargain  made  between  two  persons  or  more ; 
God's  covenant  was  a  bargain  made  between 
God  and  his  Son,  in  which  bargain  God  promised 
and  fixed  his  free  love  upon  us,  and  ordained  us 
to  life  and  glory.  Christ  on  his  part  agreed  to 
take  our  nature,  and  die  to  redeem  us  from  sin, 
and  from  the  curse  that  we  were  under,  by 
obeying  the  law,  and  dying  in  our  room  and 
stead  ;  and  this  was  the  debt  which  the  surety 
paid  down.  The  bond  of  the  covenant  was,  that 
God  promised  upon  the  satisfaction  of  Christ  to 
turn  his  wrath  from  us,  and  to  love  us  freely, 
and  to  continue  us  for  ever  in  his  love ;  hence  he 
sends  us  out  of  the  pit,  and  discharges  us,  and 
likewise  chastens  us  as  a  proof  of  his  love  to  us  ; 
and  after  he  has  caused  us  to  pass  under  this 
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chastening  rod,  he  brings  us  into  the  bond  of  the 
covenant,  that  is,  he  reveals  his  love  to  us.  This 
love  is  to  cast  out  the  fear  and  torment  peculiar 
to  the  old  covenant,  that  the  blessings  of  the 
better  covenant  may  come  into  our  souls,  namely, 
life  and  peace,  Mai.  ii.  5.  Life  and  peace  in  the 
new  covenant,  are  the  fruits  and  effects  of  pardon 
and  justification,  as  guilt  and  death  were  the 
fruits  and  effects  of  condemnation  by  the  old 
covenant. 

Let  my  little  one  read  and  ponder  these  things 
over,  and  let  her  observe,  that  by  the  bond  of 
love  which  God  fixed  on  us  in  Christ,  and  which 
we  feel  when  we  are  enabled  to  exercise  faith  on 
the  Son  of  God,  is  the  bond  of  union  between 
Christ  and  us  ;  hence  he  is  flesh  of  our  flesh,  by 
his  incarnation,  and  we  are  one  spirit  with  him, 
being  joined  to  him  in  love.  And  as  the  cove 
nant  of  promise  is  ratified  by  the  death  of  Christ, 
it  stands  fast,  having  the  unchangeable  love  of 
God,  the  oath  of  God,  the  promise  of  God,  the 
faithfulness  and  truth  of  God,  the  blood  of  Christ, 
and  the  witness  of  the  Spirit  for  its  basis. 

God,  that  we  might  be  safe,  has  made  Christ 
our  everlasting  Father,  husband,  and  elder 
brother ;  and  has  appointed  him  in  our  nature 
to  be  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead,  that  he  may 
avenge  us  of  our  enemies,  and  reward  us  with 
the  kingdom  and  glory  which  he  hath  predes 
tinated  us  to,  and  prepared  for  us.  It  is  our 
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heavenly  Father's  will  that  none  of  Christ's  little 
ones  should  perish,  hut  have  everlasting  life,  and 
he  raised  up  at  the  last  day  ;  and  Christ  who  is 
our  lover,  and  the  faithful  and  true  witness,  must 
reign  till  this  is  done;  "The  last  enemy  that 
shall  be  destroyed  is  deatk"  Have  been  much 
tempted  and  exercised  lately,  and  am  but  poorly 
in  body,  but  hope  ever  to  remain, 

Dear  little  one, 

Your's,  most  affectionately  in  the  best  of  bonds, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    CCXYIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Criddewood,  Friday  Morning. 
Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

(JTRACE  and  pt'ace  be  multiplied,  for  it  is  God's 
most  faithful  promise,  that  those  which  be  planted 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  shall  flourish  in  the 
courts  of  our  God,  or  as  the  JS"ew  Testament 
explains  it,  they  shall  grow  in  grace,  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ, 

The  first  grace  planted  in  the  heart  is  fear, 
"  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wis 
dom  ;  "  and  though  this  fear  has  at  first  an  angry 
God  for  its  object ;  and  therefore  slavery  attends 
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it,  and  we  tremble  at  his  word,  and  every  sin 
pierces  us,  and  conscience  being  authorised  and 
commissioned  to  act  against  us,  yet  this  serves 
to  hedge  up  our  way  with  thorns,  so  that  we 
cannot  find  any  pleasure  in  our  old  paths  as 
usual  ;  this  makes  us  sick  of  going  astray. 
"Before  I  was  afflicted  I  went  astray,'7  says 
the  Psalmist,  "but  now  have  I  kept  thy  word," 
Psal.  cxix.  67. 

The  second  grace  is  faith  ;  this  persuades  the 
mind,  and  by  some  distant  views  of  the  love  of 
God,  it  draws  the  heart  from  off  all  trust  in  self, 
to  confide  in  the  mercy  of  the  mediator ;  it  sets 
the  soul  to  call  upon  God  with  a  peradventure 
we  may  be  heard  ;  it  credits  God  as  most  true  in 
all  he  says,  and  mixes  itself  with  whatever  we 
read  or  hear,  and  makes  us  feel  the  same,  whether 
it  be  reproof  or  rebuke,  comfort  or  encourage 
ment.  And  as  it  gathers  strength,  it  applies  the 
promises,  and  leads  the  heart  to  believe  that 
greater  things  are  yet  to  be  done  in  us ;  and 
having  life  in  it,  or  its  being  a  lively  faith  in 
God's  mercy,  through  Christ,  it  is  the  substance 
of  things  hoped  for,  or  eternal  life  already  in 
the  soul ;  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen ; 
for  it  assures  the  mind  of  salvation,  and  that 
assurance,  like  an  evidence  or  witness,  silences 
all  gainsayers. 

The  third  grace  is  hope,  and  hope  is  founded 
on  faith,  for  what  I  believe  God  has  given,  that 
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I  hope  to  enjoy,  and  live  in  expectation  of  it ; 
therefore  hope  respects  something  future,  some 
thing  good,  something  promised,  and  something 
desirable.  God  gives  this  grace  ;  through  Christ 
we  hope  in  God  who  is  faithful,  and  expect  upon 
the  warrant  of  his  promise,  the  glory  that  is  to  be 
revealed.  Fear  counteracts  presumption ;  faith 
guards  us  from  the  curse  of  a  broken  law  ;  and 
hope  forbids  despair. 

The  fourth  grace  is  peace  ;  this  informs  us  of 
reconciliation  and  friendship  with  God,  and  is 
the  fruit  and  effect  of  pardon,  and  of  justification, 
and  a  sure  sign  of  union  with  Christ ;  "In  the 
world  you  shall  have  tribulation,  but  in  me  you 
shall  have  peace."  This  is  one  blessing  of  the 
covenant,  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  and  one  blessed 
ingredient  of  the  heavenly  glory ;  "  They  shall 
enter  into  peace,"  Isai.  Ivii.  2.  Peace  is  a 
calm  within,  when  there  are  storms  without ; 
and  is  an  eternal  cessation  of  arms  with  God, 
when  at  war  with  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the 
devil. 

5.  Patience.  The  business  of  this  grace  is  to 
keep  us  waiting  for  what  we  expect,  it  forbids 
hastiness,  peevishness,  f  retf  ulness,  turbulence,  and 
disquietude,  and  is  intended  to  compose  the 
mind  in  a  sea  of  troubles,  to  keep  us  waiting 
God's  pleasure,  and  God's  time  for  our  deliver 
ance  ;  "In  patience  possess  ye  your  souls.  But 
there  shall  not  an  hair  of  your  head  perish," 
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Luke  xxi.  18,  19.  "  The  Lord,"  the  Spirit, 
"  direct  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God,  and  into 
a  patient  waiting  for  Christ,"  2  Thess.  ii.  3,  5. 

6.  Meekness.  This  grace  is  intended  to  ease 
the  burthened  mind,  to  assuage  the  grief  of  the 
heart,  and  to  vent  the  heavy  troubles  of  the  soul 
by  contrition,  compunction,  brokenness  of  heart, 
and  by  a  flood  of  tears  *  otherwise  when  grief 
and  distress  fill  the  soul,  it  would  vent  itself  in 
rebellion,  murmuring,  rage,  and  fury,  and  dis 
tress  would  come  out  of  the  mouth  by  muttering 
perverseness,  as  always  is  the  case  of  those  whose 
souls  are  filled  with  grief  and  desperate  sorrow, 
Isa.  xvii.  11 ;  sorrow  that  has  no  remedy,  sorrow 
that  has  nothing  but  despair  and  desperation  for 
its  object.  But  when  the  heart  of  God's  children 
are  pregnant  with  grief,  either  the  old  man  or  the 
new  man  will  give  it  vent  :  if  the  former  it  is  in 
anger,  and  rebellion ;  if  the  latter  it  is  in  tears, 
prayers,  and  contrition. 

Moses  was  the  meekest  man  on  earth,  and 
almost  in  every  sore  trial  he  falls  on  his  face  and 
weeps  to  God  ;  but  now  and  then  it  was  not  so, 
and  then  it  is  said,  "  Moses  was  wroth."  Again, 
he  says  to  God,  "  Have  I  begotten  them,  that 
thou  shouldest  say  unto  me,  Carry  them  in  thy 
bosom,  as  a  nursing  father  beareth  the  sucking 
child ;  and  if  thou  deal  thus  with  me,  kill  me  I 
pray  thee  out  of  hand,  and  let  me  not  see  my 
wretchedness."  Again,  "  Hear  now  ye  rebels  ; 
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must  we  fetch  water  for  you  out  of  this  rock  ?  " 
u  They  provoked  his  spirit,  so  that  he  spake  un 
advisedly  with  his  lips."  "  They  envied  Moses 
also  in  the  camp,  and  Aaron  the  saint  of  the  Lord  ; 
so  that  it  went  ill  with  Moses  for  their  sakes," 
Psal.  cvi.  33,  16,  32 ;  for  he  was  not  suffered  to 
enter  the  promised  land.  Hence  the  Lord's  ex 
hortation,  "  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls;"  and  Paul's  exhortation  is,  "  Follow  after 
righteousness,  meekness,  patience,  charity,  with 
all  them  that  call  upon  God  out  of  a  pure 
heart." 

7.  Love.  This  grace  is  called  the  bond  of  all 
perfcctness,  it  is  the  fulfilment  of  all  law,  and 
the  glory  of  the  everlasting  gospel ;  and  every 
blessing  flows  from  it,  even  Christ  himself  :  "  God 
so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only-begotten 
Son,"  that  we  might  live  through  him.  The  Holy 
Ghost  sheds  this  love  abroad  in  our  hearts, 
through  Christ  Jesus,  and  it  disarms  the  soul  of 
all  that  slavish  fear,  and  bondage,  and  torment, 
which  is  peculiar  to  servants  in  the  flesh  ;  it  casts 
out  doubts,  and  all  that  legal  bondage  that  debases 
the  soul  to  a  mean,  low,  and  base  disposition, 
which  is  but  eye  service,  or  service  extorted  by 
the  fears  of  punishment.  It  enriches  and  enno 
bles  the  mind,  it  leads  the  soul  to  be  satisfied  and 
delighted  in  the  favour,  worship,  and  service  of 
God  ;  and  by  this  cord  of  the  love  of  God,  God 
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says,  he  draws  us,  I  have  drawn  them  with  the 
cords  of  love  as  with  the  bands  of  a  man  ;  by  this 
he  allures,  wooes,  wins,  and  powerfully  constrains 
us  with  a  sweet  omnipotence,  and  with  an  omni 
potent  sweetness,  to  follow  hard  after  him.  All 
other  graces  but  this  will  pass  through  a  change  ; 
fear  will  terminate  in  fortitude,  faith  in  fruition, 
hope  in  full  enjoyment,  patience  into  eternal  pla 
cidity,  meekness  in  endless  joy — but  charity  never 
faileth,  but  is  always  the  same. 

I  have  written  these  few  scraps  to  entertain 
thee,  and  to  keep  thy  mind  heavenly,  knowing 
thou  hast  not  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  word, 
which  is  no  small  mortification  to  those  that  have 
an  appetite  for  the  bread  of  life ;  but  God  pro 
mises  to  hear  the  prayer  of  the  poor  and  needy 
that  seek  water,  when  there  is  none,  and  that  he 
will  not  forsake  them.  There  is  a  heavy  cloud 
hangs  over  our  head,  but  the  greatest  part  appre 
hend  no  danger,  but  their  security  is  a  bad  sign 
to  me.  Stand  fast  my  dear  friend,  and  cleave 
close  to  thy  God,  and  remember  how  great  things 
he  has  done  for  you  in  calling  you  out  of  this  sin 
ful  world,  and  calling  you  to  the  fellowship  of  his 
dear  Son  ;  it  is  his  will  that  you  should  remember 
your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your  youth,  while  the 
evil  days  come  not.  Mr.  B.  at  B.  determines  to 
preach  no  more  in  the  church,  but  is  looking  out 
for  a  chapel.  Give  my  love  to  Aunt. 

Your  willing  Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER    CCXIX. 

TO   THE   SAME. 

The  Cabin,  Tuesday  Morning,  4  o'clock. 

LAST  night  just  before  going  into  the  pulpit,  poor 
James  brought  in  thine  epistle  to  me,  with  the 
good  tidings  of  father  and  mother  being  better, 
which  quite  dissolved  my  soul  in  love  to  my  God, 
who  is  so  kind  as  to  listen  to  the  pitiful  entreaties 
of  poor  rebellious  mortals.  My  heart  was  filled 
with  love,  admiration,  and  pious  grief,  but  I  could 
not  pour  it  out,  though  my  heart  was  hot,  and  in 
holy  motion  for  a  thank-offering. 

After  service  came  in  one  from  S.  another  from 
M.  another  who  lives  in  Town,  and  this  morning 
two  more  are  coming,  so  that  I  ordered  my  fire  to 
be  lighted  at  four  o'clock,  which  it  was,  and  the 
offering  abode  with  me  till  opportunity  offered. 
I  can  say  with  truth  that  a  meek,  submissive, 
praying  frame,  has  abode  with  me  ever  since  I 
left  13.  and  yesterday  was  a  whole  day  of  prayer. 
I  was  so  grieved  at  seeing  poor  father  and  mother 
so  ill,  and  so  low,  and  I  thought  of  your  cold  col 
lation  which  Satan  would  prepare  at  your  return, 
in  order  to  quench  every  spark  that  came  from 
the  altar  of  burnt -offering,  and  therefore  put  up 
innumerable  petitions  on  that  head ;  and  what  1 
said  and  thought  when  I  set  out  for  13.  is  true, 
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that  God  would  do  more  in  answer  to  prayer,  than 
all  medicines  had  done. 

A  praying  frame  was  given  me  as  soon  as  I  saw 
your  mother,  and  my  heart  abode  full  for  some 
time  before  I  could  pour  it  out,  and  I  pursued  it 
all  the  time  I  was  there ;  and  though  I  saw  them 
little  better  I  was  not  discouraged,  but  persevered, 
and  now  I  set  to  my  seal  that  God  is  true.  And 
now  God  requires  many  grateful  acknowledg 
ments  and  thank-offerings,  and  this  I  have  found 
by  late  experience  establishes  the  answer  granted. 
Without  this,  matters  will  go  back  again  ;  do  you 
observe  this,  "  Call  upon  me  in  the  time  of  trou 
ble,  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me," 
mark  that.  Sure  I  am  that  neither  afflictions, 
diseases,  devils,  nor  sinners,  can  stand  before  the 
united  force  of  the  camp  of  the  saints,  when  the 
shield  of  faith,  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  all 
prayer  from  the  armoury  of  God  are  brought  forth 
against  them.  When  I  call  upon  God  my  ene 
mies  shall  be  turned  back ;  this  I  know,  for  God 
is  for  me,  Psal.  Ivi.  9  ;  mark  that. 

I  have  made  up  my  mind,  should  God  spare 
my  life,  to  spend  one  week  at  the  new  house  at 
Christmas,  in  order  to  consecrate  the  new  pulpit 
which  I  intend  to  have  made  for  the  new  house, 
and  if  possible  will  preach  there  on  Christmas- 
day;  for  I  know  that  poor  souls  in  the  best 
frames  will  wither  without  the  word,  we  know 
not  the  worth  till  we  know  the  want.  But  my 
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refuge,  my  hiding-place,  my  only  resource  is  a 
throne  of  grace.  0  Betsy,  if  thou  didst  but  know 
the  ten-thousandth  part  of  the  benefits  of  this 
throne,  and  of  the  meditation  and  intercession  of 
Christ,  and  of  the  fulness  of  grace  that  is  in  him, 
and  of  the  delight  that  God  takes  in  the  prayer 
of  his  people,  and  of  the  aid  and  assistance  that 
the  Spirit  gives  us  therein,  and  of  the  gains,  pro 
fits,  and  increase  gained  thereby ;  sick  or  sorry, 
miserable  or  merry,  high  or  low,  dead  or  alive, 
thou  wouldst  pay  thy  constant  visits  there. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  in  the  land  of  the  living 
that  carry  on  more  trade  at  this  divinely  Royal 
Exchange,  than  the  much-despised  Coalheaver, 
and  my  soul  knows  the  immortal  and  eternal 
gains.  It  keeps  up  the  life  of  godliness,  and 
when  the  soul  is  lively  it  is  contented  and  happy, 
"  For  godliness  with  contentment  is  great  gain/' 
mark  that.  And  now  let  my  poor  little  one 
observe  the  sweet  motions  of  the  heavenly  dove ; 
when  troubles  appear  he  will  fill  the  mouth  with 
petitions  and  the  heart  with  sorrow,  that  is,  for 
prayer.  "When  deliverances  appear,  and  our 
worthiness  is  considered,  meekness  operates,  that 
is  for  thank-offerings ;  when  high  joys  spring  up, 
that  is  for  praise,  called  the  sacrifices  of  joy,  and 
declaring  his  works  with  rejoicing;  when  corrup 
tion  rise,  and  sins  prevail,  it  is  for  confession.— 
Mark  these  things  and  observe  them. 

Last    Sunday    was   ordinance    day.      I   have 
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worked  very  hard  lately,  nor  have  I  experienced 
any  frowns,  desertions,  rebukes,  nor  reproofs, 
since  I  returned,  which  is  often  the  case,  but  have 
been  much  indulged  with  access  to  my  God. 
Bead  this  to  poor  mother  witli  my  love. 
God  bless  thee, 

"War.  HUNTINCTON. 


LETTEE    CCXX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Cricklewood,  Edge  ware  Road. 
DEAR    BETSY, 

I  DID  intend  and  much  wished  for  a  private  walk 
with  thee  across  the  field,  to  have  enquired  a 
little  how  the  best  of  causes  went  on,  and  whether 
the  noblest  work  under  heaven  prospered  in  thee ; 
but  the  weather  proved  unfavourable.  But  the 
Doctor  and  his  friend  can  say  what  few  young 
lovers  can  say,  and  that  is,  that  our  love  is  from 
above,  and  our  union  shall  never  be  dissolved,  for 
we  are  brother  and  sister  in  the  noblest  ties,  and 
kindred  souls  in  the  eternal  affections  of  God. 
My  soul  loves  none  but  such,  however  kind, 
however  liberal,  however  agreeable,  however 
handsome.  I  can  always  find  my  spirit  dissolve, 
melt  down,  run  together,  mingle  with,  cement  to, 
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and  unite  with,  those  in  the  furnace,  those  in  soft 
contrition,  those  in  sorrow  after  God,  those  in 
gospel  simplicity,  those  in  humility,  and  those  of 
a  teachable  and  tractable  spirit.  These  will  crawl 
into  my  heart,  and  steal  away  one  corner  or  other 
of  it ;  and  to  tell  thee  all  the  truth,  my  dear 
Betsy  kept  a  slice  when  I  left  Gasson's  Bower. 
But  far  be  it  from  me  to  bring  a  charge  of  theft 
against  thee,  knowing  that  thou  art  willing  to 
live  honestly,  and  must  live  so,  for  conscience 
will  not  suffer  it  to  be  otherwise.  We  will  call 
it  an  exchange,  for  a  bit  of  her  heart  was  will 
ingly  spared  to  go  to  town  with  me — this  is  no 
robbery. 

Fear  not,  Betsy,  "  He  that  receiveth  whomso 
ever  I  send  receiveth  me,  and  he  that  receiveth 
me,  receiveth  him  that  sent  me."  This  is  the 
three-fold  cord  that  shall  never  be  broken.  It  is 
the  bond  of  God  the  Father's  love,  displayed  in 
the  gift  and  revelation  of  Christ  to  the  preacher ; 
this  cord  by  the  preacher  is  stretched  out  and  an 
other  feels  it,  and  receives  the  messenger  for  the 
sake  of  the  message,  and  by  receiving  the  sent, 
he  receives  Christ  the  sender,  and  by  receiving 
Christ  he  receives  the  Father  that  sent  him :  and 
then  truly  we  have  fellowship  both  with  the 
Father  and  the  Son.  "  He  that  loveth  his  brother 
abideth  in  the  light,"  and  if  we  walk  in  the 
light,  then  have  we  fellowship  one  with  another, 
1  John  i.  7. 
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Thus   are   our   souls   bound  up  by  God   the 
Father  in  the  bond  of  his  eternal  love  with  Christ, 
and  all  that  are  thus  bound  up  shall  live,  hence 
we  are  said  to  be  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  our  God.     Love  and 
life  are  inseparably  connected  together ;  if  God 
circumcise  our  heart  to  love  him,  it  is  that  we 
may  live,  "  And  we  know  that  we  are  passed  from 
death  to  life  because  we  love  the  brethren."     I 
can  truly  say  that  the  first  child  that  ever  God 
called  by  me,  I  found  more  love  to,  than  to  all  in 
the  world  beside  ;  and  I  was  much  frightened 
and  terrified  at  it,  and  Satan  tried  me  sorely  about 
it,  because  the  object  was  a  woman ;  and  to  shun 
the  snare  as  the  cavilling  devil  suggested  it  to 
me,  I  would  hardly  suffer  the  poor  creature  to 
come  to  my  house,  or  even  to  speak  to  me,  which 
almost  broke  her  heart.     But  soon  after  God  called 
her  husband,  and  I  found  the  same  love  to  him, 
this  discovered  Satan's  snare  and  his  lie,  and  led 
me  to  an  unctuous  experience  of  this  text,  "  Ye 
are  taught  of  God  to  love  one  another,"  1  Thess. 
iv.  9.     Surely  none  can  lay  nearer  my  heart  than 
your  poor  father  and  his  family,  yea,  every  one 
of  them ;  nor  do  I  forget  you  in  my  poor  imper 
fect  prayers  one  day  in  the  year ;  but  this  I  do 
not  mention  that  there  is  any  reliance  to  be  put 
on  my  prayers,  but  to  let  you  know  that  your 
family  lies  near  my  heart,  for  many  people  have 
more  confidence  in  my  poor  prayers  than  I  have 
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myself,  and  think  God  will  hear  me  for  them, 
when  I  cannot  believe  that  he  will  grant  mo  the 
least  request,  so  strong  at  times  is  my  unbelief. 

I  beg,  dear  Betsy,  that  no  temptations  may 
lead  you  to  believe,  that  any  one  fiery  dart  of 
Satan  hath  ever  been  hurled  at  thee,  but  such  as 
is  common  to  man.  We  hang  in  an  even  balance, 
for  God  weighs  both  men  and  their  actions,  yea, 
saith  the  wise  man,  he  weigheth  the  spirits,  Prov. 
xvi.  2  ;  and  we  rise  and  fall  as  the  Spirit  operates, 
or  ceases  to  operate.  Corruption  entered  the 
heart  of  Eve  by  her  faith  in  Satan's  lie ;  grace 
enters  the  heart  by  faith  in  God's  truth.  When 
God  withdraws  the  light  of  his  countenance, 
Satan  comes,  and  the  soul  sinks ;  like  a  robber 
he  comes  with  violence,  and  we  become  hasty, 
pettish,  and  peevish.  He  stirs  up  confusion  and 
we  appear  a  riddle,  a  mystery ;  he  vails  the  un 
derstanding,  and  the  good  work  is  hid  ;  he  spreads 
a  dismal  gloom  over  the  soul,  and  an  army  of 
terrors  surround  us,  or  dreadful  things  are  ex 
pected  ;  then  he  calls  up  carnal  reason,  or  un 
belief,  and  when  these  work,  he  influences  us 
with  his  own  sensations,  enmity  to  God,  malice, 
rebellion,  and  desperation,  blasphemy  and  mad 
ness,  and  sometimes  operates  as  an  unclean,  and 
awfully  foul  spirit.  These  names  he  bears,  and 
by  these  things  the  very  workings  of  the  mind  of 
devils  may  be  known.  At  other  times  he  comes 
changed,  and  fills  us  with  self-pity,  and  the  pleas- 
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ing  things  of  flesh  and  blood,  but  all  against  God. 
Believe  him  not,  for  there  are  seven  abomina 
tions  in  his  heart. 

When  God  shines  the  veil  is  rent,  love  dis 
perses  the  gloom,  peace  succeeds  confusion,  meek 
ness  follows  upon  hastiness,  sorrow  is  exchanged 
for  rebellion,  and  sympathy  for  the  Lord  instead 
of  enmity.  Long  have  I  gone  up  and  down  in 
this  balance,  and  here  I  am  to  this  day,  nor  will 
times  ever  be  better  with  me ;  every  time  the 
prince  of  this  world  cometh,  he  is  sure  to  find 
something  in  me  to  stir  up  and  work  upon  as  his 
allies ;  and  nothing  but  death  will  ever  cure,  or 
cleanse  me  of  them.  But  the  whole  work  of 
grace  remains  with  me,  all  God's  work  shall  out 
live  the  spawn  of  Satan,  "  Grace  shall  reign.'7 
If  we  fall  it  raises  us  up,  if  we  backslide  it  re 
stores  us,  if  we  get  dead  it  quickens  us,  if  sin 
gets  the  mastery  it  undermines  it,  if  we  contract 
guilt,  Christ's  love  and  our  sorrow  disperse  it, 
and  if  we  stand  fast  it  is  God's  grace  keeps  us  ; 
if  we  get  shut  up,  grace  lets  us  out,  if  into  chains, 
grace  makes  us  free  again.  God's  eternal  love, 
which  is  the  fountain  of  all  grace,  shall  reign 
through  the  obedience  of  Christ  unto  eternal  life. 

As  sure  as  ever  any  fiery  trial  comes  upon  thee, 
so  surely  will  the  Holy  Spirit  give  thee  some  hint, 
or  item  of  it  before  it  comes,  or  else  alarm  thee 
to  fear,  to  look  out,  or  to  expect  something  as 
coming  on,  to  prepare  thee  to  receive  it,  without 
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being  overmuch  alarmed  and  dismayed  at  him. 
"  Behold,"  says  God  to  Moses,  "I  come  unto 
thee  in  thick  darkness."  "  The  thing  that  I 
greatly  feared  is  fallen  upon  me,"  says  Job, 
' '  and  that  which  I  was  afraid  of,  is  come  unto 
me,"  Job  iii.  25.  "  The  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth 
in  every  city,  saying,  that  bonds  and  afflictions 
abide  me,"  says  Paul,  Acts  xx.  23.  Let  Betsy 
watch,  and  she  will  see  something  of  this  attend 
her,  for  God  speaks  once,  yea  twice,  but  man 
perceiveth  it  not. 

I  am  at  present  very  low  in  body,  and  have 
net  preached  since  last  Lord's  day,  am  so  weak 
inwardly  ;  and  the  doctor  seems  to  have  done  me 
little  good,  though  I  have  been  taking  medicine 
six  days.  I  am  to  finish  my  course  in  a  tottering 
tabernacle,  death  is  to  work  in  me  but  life  in 
others ;  I  am  to  die  daily,  and  my  outward  man  is 
to  decay  by  piecemeal,  but  my  labour  is  not  to  be 
diminished ;  and  were  it  not  for  my  family,  and 
those  I  love  in  the  truth,  I  should  fetch  in  all 
my  comforts  from  the  grave ;  I  am  truly  sick  of 
this  world,  and  the  uncertainty  of  all  things  in 
it.  I  pity  the  young  ones  that  are  in  the  world, 
for  spiritual  famine  is  before  them,  and  hypocrites 
and  hypocrisy  abound,  and  the  fan  must  come 
on.  I  have  passed  under  various  changes  this 
week,  but  this  joy  and  bitterness,  rebellion  and 
submission,  temptations  and  consolations,  smiles 
and  frowns,  visits  and  desertions,  the  pulpit  and 
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the  pillory,  will  have  an  end  some  time.  And 
surely  whenever  I  join  the  palm-branch  company 
above,  it  may  be  said  of  me  as  of  all  the  rest, 
that  I  came  through  great  tribulation,  more  by 
far  than  any  poor  wretch  that  hath  appeared  on 
the  earth  in  a  profession  in  my  day.  Dear  Betsy, 
God  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee  near  to  himself 
through  this  vain  life,  that  thou  mayest  escape 
the  corruptions  of  the  world,  and  the  wrath  to 
come.  So  prays, 

Thine  affectionate  Friend,  Brother,  and 
Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

WM.  HUNTINGTON,  S.  S. 

— — -— o^g-cracct— 


LETTEE     CCXXI. 

TO    THE    SAME. 

The  Cabin,  Tuesday  Morning,  Four  o'clock. 
MY   DEAR   FRIEND, 

YOUR'S  came  to  hand  last  night,  and  I  was  glad 
to  hear  you  are  well,  as  through  mercy  I  am  at 
present.  I  had  a  good  day  on  Sunday  last,  and 
a  comfortable  time  last  night,  God  is  good  to  poor 
unworthy  me,  and  to  the  poor  flock  which  he  has 
sent  me  to  feed.  Let  us,  'my  dearly  beloved  in 
the  Lord,  covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts,  for  this 
God  bids  us  to  do.  Elisha  begged  that  a  double 
portion  of  God's  spirit  might  rest  upon  him,  and 
he  obtained  his  suit ;  and  Jabez  prayed  that  God's 
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hand  might  be  with  him,  that  he  would  bless  him 
indeed,  that  he  would  enlarge  him,  and  keep  him 
from  evil  that  it  might  not  grieve  him,  and  God 
granted  him  his  request.  Solomon  craved  wis 
dom,  and  his  petition  so  pleased  the  Lord  that  he 
granted  him  wisdom,  and  told  him  that  he  had 
given  him  that  which  he  had  not  asked,  namely, 
riches  and  honour,  as  none  never  had  before  him. 
Jacob  wrestled  for  a  blessing,  and  God's  bless 
ing  is  everlasting  life,  and  God  styles  himself 
the  God  of  Jacob,  but  he  is  not  the  God  of  the 
dead  but  of  the  living,  says  Christ,  which  shews 
that  Jacob  is  alive  with  God.  Moses  prayed, 
that  God's  presence  might  go  with  him,  and  that 
he  might  shew  him  his  way,  and  this  he  obtained. 
God  told  him,  "  My  presence  shall  go  with  thee, 
and  I  will  give  thee  rest."  These  men,  my  dear 
girl,  coveted  the  best  gifts,  even  spiritual  bless 
ings  in  heavenly  places,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  you  are  not  ignorant  of  these  things,  nor  of 
the  glorious  and  eternal  worth  of  them.  These 
are  the  things  which  alone  can  make  the  soul 
happy  in  life  and  death,  and  without  these  things 
life  is  vanity,  and  death  a  misery.  A  form  of 
godliness  without  the  power  leaves  us  without 
God  and  without  hope,  but  not  so  fares  the  be 
liever  in  the  Son  of  God  ;  the  just  man  shall  live 
by  his  faith,  and  the  end  of  faith  is  the  salvation 
of  the  soul,  says  Peter,  a  blessed  end.  Solomon 
says,  "The  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his 
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wickedness,  but  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his 
death." 

Remember  my  dear  little  one,  that  we  cannot 
love  God  unless  we  believe  in  Christ,  nor  can 
God  love  us  out  of  Christ,  so  says  the  Saviour ; 
u  The  Father  himself  loveth  you,  because  you 
have  loved  me,  and  have  believed  that  I  came 
forth  from  God,"  John  xvi.  27.  To  believe  in 
Christ,  gives  us  an  interest  in  his  death,  in  his 
blood  and  righteousness,  in  his  sacrifice  and 
satisfaction,  in  his  love  and  in  his  mercy,  and 
eternally  blessed  are  such  in  this  world  and  in 
the  next ;  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord,  they  rest  from  their  labours,  and  their  works 
do  follow  them." 

Xow  I  know  that  you  are  well  acquainted  with 
these  things,  you  know  the  plague  of  the  human 
heart,  the  blessings  and  benefits  of  Christ's  death, 
the  preciousness  of  faith,  the  comforts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  the  sensible  enjoyments  of  the 
presence  of  God.  You  have  felt  the  sweetness 
of  these  things,  and  let  nothing  divert  your  mind, 
or  draw  you  away  from  them,  for,  "  What  shall  it 
profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose 
his  own  soul  ?  "  Accept  my  kind  love, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER    CCXXII. 

TO    THE    SAME. 

Cabin,  Tuesday  Morning,  Five  o'clock. 
DEARLY    BELOVED    IX    THE    LORD, 

YOUR'S  came  to  hand  last  night,  and  I  thank  you 
for  it.  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and 
earnestly  desirous  of  knowing  how  you  go  on, 
and  was  glad  at  my  heart,  and  thankful  to  my 
God,  for  the  visit  you  speak  of,  and  for  the 
energy  and  freedom  granted  to  you  at  the  throne 
of  grace,  by  the  promised  aid  and  assistance  of 
the  most  holy  Spirit  of  promise.  These  visits 
should  be  strictly  observed,  watched,  and  thank 
fully  acknowledged,  otherwise  we  displease  the 
holy  Comforter,  who  will  not  put  up  with  any 
slight,  nor  suffer  unthankfulness  to  pass  unre- 
sented.  And  remember  this  for  thy  comfort,  that 
the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  is  secured  to 
us  by  an  everlasting  covenant,  and  that  covenant 
shall  never  be  removed  saith  the  Lord  which  hath 
mercy  on  us ;  and  that  mercy  Paul  describes  thus  : 
"  Of  his  mercy  he  saves  us,  with  the  washing  of 
regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost." 

You  see,  my  dear  friend,  how  firm  God's  cove 
nant  stands,  and  how  nobly  and  richly  our 
covenant  mercies  and  blessings  are  secured,  both 
in  the  covenant,  and  in  the  covenant  head,  in 
whom  ail  promises  are  yea,  and  amen,  to  the 
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glory  of  God's  grace,  by  the  eternal  salvation  of 
we  poor  helpless  sinners.  The  more  grateful  we 
are  for  favours  received,  the  more  bold  may  we  be 
when  favours  are  wanted.  Gratitude  and  thank 
fulness  are  fruits  acceptable,  and  well-pleasing, 
and  herein  is  our  heavenly  Father  glorified,  that 
we  bring  forth  much  fruit,  John  xv.  8. 

The  women  in  Revelations  is  the  church  of 
Christ,  sometimes  called  a  woman,  sometimes  a 
city,  and  you  see  in  the  Galatians  that  Hagar, 
Mount  Sinai,  and  the  earthly  Jerusalem,  all 
signify  the  covenant  of  works,  and  all  that  are 
under  it.  Sarah,  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem  and  those  in  it,  are  one 
and  the  same  thing,  called  the  Lamb's  wife,  hence 
the  covenant  is  called  a  city,  and  so  are  the 
elect  in  it ;  "  Thou  shalt  be  called  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord,  sought  out,  a  city  not  forsaken," 
Isai.  Ixii.  11.  The  devil  sent  forth  a  flood  of 
errors,  called  doctrines  of  devils,  after  the  woman, 
when  he  found  persecution  would  not  do  ;  arianism 
most  likely  was  the  flood  cast  out,  for  about  that 
time  it  was  said  that  all  the  world  was  arian, 
save  one  Athanasius ;  but  the  earth  helped  the 
woman.  None  but  carnal  professors,  hypocri 
tical  persons,  and  earthly-minded  men  received 
it ;  these  opened  their  mouth  and  received  the 
flood,  and  by  this  means  these  hypocrites  were 
made  manifest  and  purged  from  the  church,  and 
she  was  made  purer  and  shined  the  brighter  when 
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they  were  gone  ;  and  they  turning  persecutors 
shewed  the  real  saints  the  effects  of  the  damn 
able  errors,  and  made  them  more  adherent  to, 
and  more  valiant  for  the  truth. 

Sometimes  when  wars  come  on,  Satan  labours 
to  destroy  the  saints,  as  war  is  called  a  desolating 
flood.  When  the  king  of  Assyria  sent  to  destroy 
Jerusalem,  tidings  came  to  him  that  Tirhakah, 
king  of  Ethiopia,  is  come  forth  to  war  with  thee, 
this  draws  him  away  from  Jerusalem.  Satan's 
aim  was  to  kill  the  Jews,  God  sent  him  against 
the  Ethiopians,  as  it  is  written  ;  "I  gave  Egypt 
for  thy  ransom,  Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee," 
Isai.  xliii.  3.  Thus  the  wicked  are  a  ransom  for 
the  righteous,  and  transgressors  for  the  upright, 
Prov.  xxi.  18 ;  and  thus  also  the  earth  helps  the 
woman. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  all  the  strange 
dreams  have  respect  to  some  calamity  coming 
upon  the  poor  children  of  God,  for  the  creature 
in  mine  was  a  beast,  and  in  yours  not  much 
unlike  the  enemy  of  souls,  or  the  old  man  of 
sin,  or  death  the  king  of  terrors.  It  brings  a 
former  dream  to  my  mind  which  I  had,  relating 
to  all  your  family,  that  of  being  servant  of  all, 
for  I  washed  all  your  feet ;  and  I  remember  one 
of  the  family  had  three  spots  on  her  face,  one  on 
the  cheek,  and  two  on  her  upper  lip,  all  which 
I  wiped  off  with  my  spittle  on  a  handkerchief, 
much  of  this  is  already  fulfilled. 
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I  preach  to-morrow  morning,  and  at  noon  set 
off.  I  intend  to  preach  Sunday,  Monday,  and 
Tuesday,  and  then  return.  All  the  chapels  are 
shut  against  me;  I  am  to  preach  in  a  barn. 
Farewell,  God  bless  thee.  Be  diligent,  be  of 
good  comfort;  "  Many  are  the  afflictions  of  the 
righteous,  but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of 

them  all." 

Yours  affectionately, 

S.  S. 


LETTEE     CCXXIII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 

Paddington,  Feb.  2,  1798. 
DEARLY    BELOVED    IX    THE    LORD, 

glad  at  rny  heart  when  I  saw  the  direc 
tion  of  your's  to  rne,  and  I  know  not  why,  but 
you  and  your  family  have  been  and  still  are  per 
petually  on  my  mind,  and  have  been,  ever  since 
I  was  first  at  B.  Seldom  do  I  bow  my  knees  to 
God  but  those  of  B.  come  into  my  thoughts,  some 
what  like  the  poor  person  in  Paul's  dream,  saying 
Pray  come  over  into  Macedonia  and  help  us  ;  and 
as  Paul  assayed  to  go,  assuredly  gathering  that 
God  had  called  him  to  the  work,  who  knows  but 
God  may  make  me  useful  to  thee,  and  to  some 
more  in  the  old  barn,  should  we  be  spared  and 
permitted  once  more  to  get  into  the  straw  to 
gether. 
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I  was  much  pleased  in  perusing  thine  to  me, 
and  my  bowels  yearned  over  the  goodness  of  God 
to  poor  blind  creatures  bent  upon  their  own  ruin ; 
but  I  will  work,  says  God,  and  who  shall  let  it. 
"  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me  shall  come 
to  me,  and  he  that  cometh  unto  me  I  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out."  Prejudice,  enmity,  unbelief, 
hardness  of  heart,  and  insensibility  are  the  armour 
of  the  strong  man,  by  which  he  keeps  possession 
of  the  heart,  and  the  dear  Lord  Jesus  out  of  our 
mind,  and  out  of  all  our  thoughts  ;  but  when  God 
the  Holy  Ghost  comes  with  his  power  upon  him, 
lie  takes  away  this  armour  in  which  the  devil 
trusts,  and  by  which  lie  keeps  the  poor  soul  car 
nally  secure,  and  in  a  false  peace.  These  are  the 
effects  of  an  unfeeling  conscience,  and  in  this 
state  will  the  judgment  day  find  all  the  wicked, 
and  all  the  foolish  virgins,  for  when  they  shall 
say  peace  and  safety,  then  sudden  destruction 
cometh  as  labour  upon  a  woman  with  child,  and 
they  shall  not  escape.  For  the  judge  will  come 
"  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them  that 
know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gospel  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  be  punished 
with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power ;  when 
he  shall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his  saints,  and  to  be 
admired  in  all  them  that  believe,"  2  Thess.  i.  8-10. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  holy  and  blessed 
Spirit  of  God  is  now  hovering  over  thee,  and  is 
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the  author  of  that  fear  and  feeling,  and  of  those 
checks,  reproofs,  encouragements,  joys,  sorrows, 
convictions,  discoveries  of  sin  and  sinful  self, 
misgivings  of  heart  for  what  is  amiss,  and  inclin 
ations  to  prayer,  and  desires  after  the  knowledge 
of  Christ ;  and  was  he  entirely  to  leave  thee,  thy 
soul  would  appear  naked,  unarmed,  ungirded, 
unsupported,  weak,  frail,  defenceless,  exposed  to 
every  vice,  and  a  prey  to  every  fowler.  And  the 
more  thou  attend  to  the  motions  of  fear,  tender 
ness,  simplicity,  watchfulness,  diligence,  care, 
caution,  circumspection,  and  reverence  of  God, 
and  dependence  on  him  ;  thoughts  of  him,  and  of 
his  universal  presence,  and  of  his  perfect  know 
ledge  of  thee,  and  of  all  thy  thoughts,  words,  and 
actions ;  I  say  the  more  thou  attend  to  these 
things  the  more  will  that  fear  grow,  till  thou  wilt 
find  thyself  braced  up,  equipped,  strengthened, 
fortified,  emboldened,  encouraged,  defended,  and 
guarded,  even  by  God  himself. 

The  fear  of  God  is  a  fruit  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  where  his  fruits  are  planted  there  he  dwells, 
nor  is  there  one  little  one  in  the  household  oi 
faith,  but  what  has  a  guardian  angel  to  protect  it ; 
hence  Christ  calls  them  the  angels  of  his  little 
ones,  which  do  always  behold  the  face  of  his 
Father  which  is  in  heaven ;  yea,  they  are  all  min 
istering  spirits  sent  forth  to  minister  to  them  who 
are  the  heirs  of  salvation,  Heb.  i.  14.  0  my  dear 
young  friend,  what  thoughts,  what  views,  what 
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feelings,  what  hopes  and  expectations,  what  riches, 
treasures,  profits  or  pleasures,  are  so  sweet,  so 
noble,  so  endearing,  so  durable,  so  soul-enriching, 
so  grand  as  those  that  come  down  from  the  Father 
of  lights,  which  centre  in  God,  and  lead  to  immor 
tal  and  eternal  glory. 

I  have  times  without  number  lain  on  my  bed 
by  the  hour,  looking  back  on  the  intricate  path 
that  I  have  been  led  in,  the  dangers  I  have  es 
caped,  and  the  destruction  of  the  wicked  which 
hath  appeared  so  conspicuous,  while  my  poor 
weather-beaten  vessel  is  in  view  of  the  haven,  and 
thousands  of  vessels  of  wrath  all  wrecked  behind 
me.  I  have  with  these  views  blessed  him,  and 
wept  over  him  by  the  hour,  and  said  in  my  sim- 
plicit}*,  How  couldst  thou  find  me  out !  a  poor 
creature,  born  and  brought  up  in  the  woods,  and 
as  wild  as  an  ass's  colt !  How  could'st  thou  find 
me  out,  and  look  me  up,  and  reveal  thyself  to  me, 
and  send  me  as  an  ambassador  from  thy  court,  to 
one  of  the  greatest  cities  in  the  world !  and  even 
to  speak  by  me,  and  that  to  the  souls  and  consci 
ences  of  thousands,  either  of  a  savour  of  life  unto 
life,  or  of  death  unto  death,  when  thou  knowest 
that  there  was  not  such  another  poor,  blind,  ignor 
ant,  vile  devil  in  all  the  world !  But  he  will 
have  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  he 
hath  chosen  the  weak,  the  foolish,  and  the  base, 
that  he  may  stain  the  pride  of  all  glory,  and  bring 
into  contempt  the  honourable  of  the  earth. 
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The  Holy  Spirit's  first  work,  my  dear  friend,  is 
to  convince  us  of  sin,  which  he  does  by  bringing 
our  past  crimes  fresh  into  our  mind  and  memory, 
and  then  he  shines  into  our  understandings,  and 
his  new  light  brings  them  into  our  view,  that  we 
can  see  them;  hence  the  complaints,  I  possess 
the  iniquity  of  my  youth,  says  Job  ;  "  My  sin  is 
ever  before  me,"  says  David  ;  "  thou  hast  set 
our  secret  sins  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance." 
Art  thou  come  to  slay  my  son,  and  to  bring  my 
sin  to  remembrance,  saith  the  poor  widow  to 
Elijah,  1  Kings  xvii.  18.  This  work  God  says 
he  will  do,  "I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  thy 
sins  in  order  before  thee.  Now  consider  this,  ye 
that  forget  God,  lest  I  tear  you  in  pieces,  and 
there  be  none  to  deliver,"  Psal.  1.  21,  22.  This 
is  done  to  convince  us,  to  fill  us  with  shame  and 
confusion  of  face,  to  drive  us  to  seek  forgiveness, 
and  to  pray  for  it,  to  make  us  loathe  ourselves, 
and  to  see  and  feel  the  need  of  Christ ;  and  to 
shew  us  the  perfect  knowledge  that  God  hath  of 
our  hearts,  thoughts,  words,  works,  and  cursed 
ways,  and  that  he  doth  not  forget  them  though 
we  do ;  and  to  convince  us  of  the  dreadful  con 
fusion  that  the  wicked  will  appear  in  at  the 
great  day,  when  the  heavens  shall  reveal  their 
iniquity,  and  the  earth  rise  up  in  judgment 
against  them ;  hence  the  wise  man  forseeth  the 
evil  and  hideth  himself  in  Christ,  but  the  wicked 
pass  on  and  are  punished. 
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It  is  true,  my  dear  young  friend,  that  one  part 
of  the  word  encourages  the  seeking  soul,  and 
another  militates  against  it,  in  our  confused 
apprehension  of  things ;  but  consider,  that  we 
are  all  by  nature  children  of  wrath  alike,  and  of 
course  we  are  all  under  the  threatenings,  reproofs, 
rebukes,  and  curses  of  God ;  and  when  the  Spirit 
begins  his  work  in  our  souls,  he  brings  us  out  of 
the  flesh,  from  off  all  trust  in  our  own  heart, 
arm,  and  strength,  and  out  of  a  state  of  wrath, 
and  unbelief.  As  this  good  work  goes  on  within, 
so  we  get  gradually  from  under  the  curses  of  the 
law,  and  of  course  the  invitations,  encourage 
ments,  and  promises  begin  to  speak  to  us ;  and 
as  soon  as  faith  and  love  come,  the  fear  of  the 
law  is  cast  out,  and  torment  too,  and  then  the 
curses  flee  away,  and  the  promises  come  in ;  then 
we  are  no  more  under  the.  law  but  under  grace, 
not  heirs  of  wrath  but  children  of  the  promise. 
The  farther  we  go  under  this  good  work  of  the 
Spirit,  the  more  the  promises  will  speak  to  us ; 
now  do  you  observe  and  watch  this  narrowly, 
and  you  will  see  in  some  future  period  that  the 
promises  will  all  flow  in,  and  then  the  curses, 
threatenings,  &c.  will  appear  to  none  else  but  to 
the  children  of  wrath. 

Let  nothing  discourage  you  in,  nor  draw  thee 
from  prayer,  for  to  abstain  from  this  when  we 
have  offended  is  adding  sin  to  sin ;  God  has 
designed  prayer  as  a  means  of  easing  the  mind 
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of  its  grief :  I  poured  out  my  soul  before  God,  I 
shewed  unto  him  my  trouble.  It  is  casting  one's 
cares  and  burthens  on  the  Lord  who  cares  for  us, 
and  will  sustain  us ;  it  is  intended  to  bring  in  all 
that  God  has  promised  to  give  us,  For  all  these 
things  I  will  be  enquired  of  by  the  house  of 
Israel,  that  I  may  do  them  for  them.  God  loves 
it ;  "  Let  me  hear  thy  voice,  let  me  see  thy  face, 
for  sweet  is  thy  voice  and  thy  countenance  is 
comely,"  Song  ii.  14.  It  is  the  delight  of  heaven, 
"  The  prayer  of  the  upright  is  the  Lord's  de 
light."  0  Betsy,  let  me  have  joy  of  thee,  obey 
my  voice,  and  receive  my  instructions,  and  thou 
wilt  find  an  heaven  upon  earth  ;  he  will  be  about 
thy  path,  and  about  thy  bed,  and  spy  out  all  thy 
ways,  and  when  thou  awakest  thou  shalt  find 
thyself  still  with  him;  for.  ''Though  the  Lord 
be  high,  yet  hath  he  respect  unto  the  lowly," 
Psal.  cxxxviii.  6 ;  for  God  will  dwell  with  mor 
tal  men. 

Thy  father  and  mother  are  shortly  coming  to 
see  me,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  thee  with 
them,  if  it  could  be  accomplished.  I  hope  that 
thy  usual  success  with  thy  hen  will  be  sufficient 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  my  letters,  or  else  I  am 
fearful  that  thou  wilt  come  to  poverty.  Thy 
father  sends  me  word  that  a  woman  who  heard 
me  in  the  cathedral,  is  in  soul  travail,  and  re 
quested  of  him  the  loan  of  some  of  my  books.  I 
long  to  see  the  old  spot  once  more,  that  they  may 
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have  a  second  benefit.  Dear  sister,  adieu ;  grace 
and  peace  be  with  thee  is  the  earnest  desire,  and 
humble  prayer  of, 

Thy  willing  and  affectionate  Servant 
and  Brother  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE    CCXXIV. 
TO   THE  SAME. 

1  HAVE  received  no  answer  to  my  last,  the  con 
tents  not  being  worthy  of  a  reply ;  but  as  most 
of  the  household  think  that  a  treble  portion  of 
divine  comfort  falls  to  my  share,  and  as  it  is  out 
of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  that  the  mouth 
speaks,  I  wrote  my  last  from  that  stock,  as  it 
then  boiled  up  and  ran  over.  However  the  fit 
did  not  last  long,  the  adversary  that  stirred  it  up 
soon  withdrew,  for  the  abundance  of  such  matter 
would  not  do  for  the  pulpit,  nor  the  audience, 
unless  they  were  all  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins, 
and  needed  a  dreadful  alarm,  and  overflowing 
storm,  and  the  iron  yoke  of  bondage. 

I  intended  that  my  poor  friend  should  know, 
that  the  old  man  and  the  father  of  him,  can  find 
me  out  in  the  cabin,  as  well  as  my  friend  in  the 
woods,  and  that  notes  might  be  compared.  How 
ever,  we  gain  by  all  these  things,  for  my  prayer 
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and  pleas  were  so  many,  so  earnest,  and  so  re 
peated,  that  the  dismal  scene  was  soon  changed, 
for  such  frames  may  serve  to  humble  the  soul 
before  God,  but  it  is  trying  work,  and  would  have 
a  strange  effect  upon  an  audience  of  two  thousand 
people.  But  blessed  be  his  name,  there  is  no 
holding  a  contention  or  dispute  long  with  him ; 
he  is  to  us  the  altogether  lovely,  and  therefore 
the  soul  cannot  endure  what  it  supposes  to  be 
slight,  or  cold  neglect ;  yea,  he  is  our  all,  and 
therefore  our  all  is  gone  when  he  is  absent.  But 
he  will  not  contend  for  ever,  nor  could  I  tell 
what  he  contended  with  me  for,  unless  it  was  be 
cause  I  sought  him  too  much;  "His  anger  en- 
dureth  but  for  a  moment ;  in  his  favour  is  life  : 
weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh 
in  the  morning,"  Psal.  xxx.  5 ;  and  surely  since 
that  conflict  I  have  been  amply  rewarded,  and 
other  poor  souls  have  reaped  the  benefits  of  it. 

Last  Sunday  came  Mr.  G.  and  five  more  with 
him ;  then  Mr.  L.  and  his  brother  in  law ;  poor 
G.  now  lifts  up  his  drooping  head.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  are  now  in  town,  and  as  so  many  were  coming 
which  I  knew  nothing  of,  the  good  Lord  put  me 
into  the  fire  in  order  to  fetch  up  something  new, 
to  set  before  the  innumerable  guests.  Sharp  con 
flicts  always  produce,  promote,  and  sharpen  the 
soul's  appetite ;  Satan  is  up  to  this,  and  when  the 
starving  soul  can  get  no  honey,  no  milk,  no  bread, 
no  water,  wine  nor  oil  from  above,  in  order  to 
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feed  the  new  man,  divine  life  sinks,  and  faith 
that  fetches  in  its  food  and  feeds  it,  droops  and 
gets  out  of  exercise,  then  hope  flags,  and  love 
crawls  into  the  heart,  having  neither  a  ray,  nor 
a  spark  to  draw  it  out.  Grace  getting  thus  flat, 
the  old  man  rouses  up,  and  calls  for  the  old 
cheer,  the  desires  and  gratifications  that  used  in 
times  past  to  be  the  chief,  and  the  sweetest,  and 
indeed  the  only  diet  that  was  delightful.  The 
better  part  still  longs  for  its  own  native  food, 
but  the  new  man  that  loves  the  law  of  God,  be 
ing  denied  its  request,  the  old  man  that  loves  the 
law  of  sin  feeds  on,  and  will  until  the  new  man 
is  revived,  and  sweet  food  given  to  him,  at  which 
times  the  old  man  is  neglected :  this  is  the  true 
state  of  the  case,  and  this  case  will  never  be 
remedied  until  these  tabernacles  be  unpinned, 
and  laid  in  the  dust. 

I  long  much  to  see  my  poor  dear  friend,  and 
to  know  how  she  comes  on  ;  hope  shortly  that  we 
shall  assemble  once  more  within  the  walls  of 
Zion,  where  many  a  comfortable  and  heavenly 
visit  has  been  granted.  I  have  heard  of  you  and 
Mary  at  L.  Mrs.  and  Miss  M.  are  now  with  me. 
The  last  doleful  ditty  brought  no  answer,  but 
this  lark-line,  this  shoeing  horn  I  hope  will,  that 
I  may  know  how  you,  and  all  the  poor  souls  at 
B.  are.  Abate  not  in  diligence,  abate  not  in 

seeking this  is  all  i  fear. 

Ever  thine,    S.  S. 


170 

LETTEE     CCXXV. 

TO    THE    SAME. 

MY    DEAR    YOUNG    FRIEXD, 

GRACE  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  thee  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  Amen. 
Thine  epistle  according  to  custom  was  received  at 
the  door  and  brought  up  to  me,  which  I  immedi 
ately  opened  without  looking  at  the  direction,  as 
it  is  seldom  that  any  letters  come  to  my  house  but 
those  that  come  to  me.  I  called  my  daughter  up 
when  I  found  from  whence  it  came,  and  read  it 
to  her,  and  gave  it  her.  It  came  on  my  mind, 
who  knows  but  this  my  young  acquaintance  is  a 
chosen  vessel,  and  that  both  her  letters  should 
fall  into  my  hands,  designed  so  of  God  on  purpose 
that  I  should  answer  them,  and  that  God  may  own 
and  bless  the  answers  to  encourage  and  revive  the 
desires  of  her  heart ;  and  it  likewise  came  on  my 
mind  the  number  of  boys  and  girls  from  eight  to 
ten  years  of  age  when  I  first  came  to  London, 
who  took  a  fancy  to  my  ministry ;  yea,  I  believe 
the  number  amounted  to  thirty,  and  who  are  now 
married  people,  and  fathers  and  mothers  of  many 
children,  and  who  belong  to  us  to  this  day, 
though  some  are  fallen  asleep.  Two  little  boys 
from  one  house,  both  orphans,  came  under  me 
now  near  eighteen  years  ago,  who  are  both  mem 
bers  with  us  to  this  day,  and  good  young  men 
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they  are ;  how  great  a  blessing  is  this ;  and 
should  this  be  thy  happy  case,  my  soul  should 
rejoice,  even  mine. 

You  intimated  in  your  first  letter,  that  there 
was  some  savour  in  what  you  had  heard  in  town, 
and  in  your  last  that  you  got  a  little  reviving  in 
the  few  scraps  that  I  sent,  and  if  so,  God  must 
have  some  hand  in  it,  for  he  is  the  Father  of  all 
mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  comfort.  And  when 
he  quickens  the  soul  to  feel  its  need,  and  to  feel 
the  power  of  his  grace  and  truth  ;  when  he  gives 
us  a  longing  heart  for  his  favour,  and  a  hunger 
and  thirst  after  righteousness  ;  a  humble  mind 
under  a  sense  of  cur  foolishness  and  folly,  and 
meekens  and  softens  our  soul  in  our  secret  prayers, 
and  searches  after  him — there  is  a  sublime,  and 
supernatural  sweetness,  a  richness,  fulness,  and 
satisfaction  in  it,  which  is  not  to  be  described. 
These  things  never  put  us  to  bed  stung  with  guilt 
and  bitter  reflections,  they  are  not  attended  with 
the  lashes  of  a  guilty  conscience  nor  with  the 
accusations  of  a  cunning  devil,  nor  with  tossing 
from  one  side  of  the  bed  to  the  other  with  inward 
grief ;  nor  do  they  cover  us  with  shame  and  con 
fusion  of  face,  nor  with  the  dreadful  piercing 
thoughts  of  all  our  sins  being  brought  to  light  in 
the  great  day  before  God,  angels,  and  men. 

The  thousands  of  hours  that  I  have  spent 
awake  on  the  bed  in  the  night,  with  tears  of  gra 
titude  in  my  eyes,  and  the  love  of  heaven  in 
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iny  heart,  while  reflecting  on  the  way  that  I 
have  been  led,  the  troubles  that  I  have  been 
brought  through,  and  the  unalterable  goodness 
and  mercy  of  God  that  have  followed  me  all 
through  my  days;  the  number  of  youths  that 
have  been  cut  off,  the  fearful  ends  that  some  of 
them  have  come  to ;  the  several  gentlemen's  fam 
ilies  that  I  have  lived  in,  who  are  now  all 
gone,  and  not  one  of  them,  nor  one  fellow-ser 
vant  that  I  know  of  that  ever  knew  and  feared 
my  God  :  when  I  the  most  illiterate,  ignorant, 
blind,  and  despicable,  am  still  alive  in  every 
sense,  and  not  only  raised  to  hope,  but  a  mes 
senger  of  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts  to  one  of  the 
greatest  cities  in  all  the  world ;  I  am  a  wonder 
to  many,  but  to  none  so  great  a  wonder  as  to 
myself. 

In  my  carnal  state  I  never  could  rest,  destruc 
tion  and  misery  were  in  all  my  ways,  and  the 
way  of  peace  I  knew  not ;  vanity  was  in  every 
thing  that  I  sought  after,  and  always  disap 
pointed  of  the  happiness  I  expected,  therefore 
cutting  disappointment  and  vexation  of  soul  were 
all  that  I  ever  got  in  the  drudgery  of  Satan ;  I 
sowed  to  the  flesh,  and  all  that  I  reaped  was  cor 
ruption,  and  when  divine  justice  overtook  me, 
then  I  paid  the  reckoning.  It  used  to  be  a  terror 
to  me  in  my  carnal  state,  the  thoughts  and  know 
ledge  God  had  of  me,  and  of  all  my  works  and 
ways,  and  I  was  afraid  of  death,  of  wrath,  of  the 
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devil,  and  almost  of  my  own  shadow ;  but  now 
the  thoughts  of  God's  perfect  knowledge  of  me, 
of  my  heart,  works,  ways,  intentions,  and  designs 
are  a  pleasure  to  me,  and  all  his  ways  are  peace  ; 
nor  has  he  ever  left  me  unsupported  in  one  time 
of  trouble,  nor  has  one  trial  come  upon  me  out  of 
which  I  have  not  been  delivered.  0  my  young- 
friend,  who  is  like  unto  God,  or  to  the  faithful 
ness  of  God  to  those  that  arc  round  about  him. 

I  saw  a  letter  from  your  father,  yesterday, 
wherein  he  informs  us  that  the  chapel,  or  the  old 
barn,  is  clearing  out,  and  getting  ready  ;  the  Lord 
send  us  a  forward  and  a  mild  spring,  that  I  may 
visit  them,  see  them,  and  once  more  bless  them 
under  God  before  I  die.  I  would  advise  thee  to 
give  thy  mind  to  reading,  a  chapter  often  read 
furnishes  the  mind  with  thoughts,  and  thoughts 
lead  to  meditation,  and  meditation  entertains  the 
soul ;  "  In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within 
me,"  says  the  Psalmist,  "  thy  comforts  delight  my 
soul."  And  however  weak  thou  art,  however 
awkward,  however  reluctant,  however  at  a  loss,  or 
however  timorous  or  bashful  thou  mayest  be  at 
prayer,  yet  never  give  it  up,  always  pray  and 
never  faint,  for  in  due  time  thou  shalt  reap  if 
thou  faint  not.  God  delights  in  the  prayer  of 
them  that  seek  him,  "  Call  upon  me  in  the  time 
of  trouble ;  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt 
glorify  me,"  Psal.  1.  15.  And  again,  "  Let  me 
hear  thy  voice,  let  me  see  thy  face  ;  sweet  is  thy 
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voice,  and  thy  countenance  is  comely,"  saith  the 
dear  Eedeemer  of  souls. 

Moreover,  prayer  excites  and  encourages  fear, 
for  when  thou  art  enticed  by  Satan  to  do  evil,  it 
will  spring  up  in  thy  mind,  How  then  shall  I 
face  God  at  night  when  I  go  to  bed,  and  pray 
I  must,  or  conscience  will  lash  me  all  night, 
and  sin  will  bring  the  rod,  or  hardness  of  heart 
upon  me  ;  this  will  help  to  keep  thee  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long.  Nobody  knows, 
nor  can  know,  but  those  who  feel  and  enjoy  it, 
the  noble,  glorious,  and  infinite  satisfaction  that 
God  supplies  the  souls  of  his  people  with.  I 
have  now  been,  going  on  twenty-five  years,  in 
his  service,  and  notwithstanding  the  sore  trials, 
and  cruel  oppositions  that  I  have  met  with,  yet 
to  this  day  more  happy  than  all  that  ever  set 
themselves  against  me.  Furthermore,  thou  must 
not  think  it  strange  if  God  should  shine  into  thy 
heart,  and  discover  thy  natural  depravity,  which 
thou  and  all  mankind  are  born  with ;  nor  need 
thou  be  surprised  should  very  evil  and  disagree 
able  things  be  sent  through  thy  mind,  especially 
when  going  to,  or  when  engaged  in  prayer ;  the 
devil  is  the  author  of  these,  and  when  we  would 
do  good,  evil  is  present  with  us:  all  that  are 
now  in  heaven  went  thither  through  much  tribu 
lation,  and  all  were  exercised  with  the  same 
evils.  I  should  be  glad  of  a  line  if  convenient, 
and  may  the  Lord  bless  these  few  scraps  to  thy 
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soul's  comfort  is,  and  shall  be  the  hearty  prayer 
of  thy  father's  friend,  thy  mother's  friend,  thy 
sister's  and  brother's  friend,  and  thy  soul's  friend 
and  well-wisher  in  Christ  Jesus,  my  Lord  and 
my  God, 

W.  IL  S.  S. 


LETTER     CCXXYI. 

TO  MR.  C. 

Cricklewood.     Edgoware  Road. 
DEAR   FRIEND    IX    CHRIST   JESUS, 

I  WAS  glad  to  see  a  few  lines  from  you,  which 
last  night  were  brought  to  me  by  your  son-in-law. 
I  hear  continually,  and  that  from  different  quar 
ters,  that  the  darkness  begins  to  pass  away,  and 
that  the  true  light  spreads  itself,  and  gains 
ground ;  and  so  it  is  written,  when  the  heart  of 
the  poor  sinner  is  turned  to  the  Lord,  the  vail 
shall  be  taken  away,  and  the  yoke  shall  be  des 
troyed  because  of  the  anointing,  Isa.  x.  27. 
Light  discovers  the  darling  object,  and  love  dis 
solves  the  stony  hearts,  bursts  the  legal  bands, 
and  sets  the  prisoners  of  hope  at  large.  Nothing 
so  perilous  as  a  blind  watchman  groping  on  the 
dark  mountains  of  Horeb,  and  crying,  Lo  here, 
to  blackness,  darkness,  the  tempest,  and  the 
voice  of  words  :  "  0  my  soul  come  not  thou  into 
their  secret,  unto  their  assembly  mine  honour 
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be  not  thou  united,"  for  in  a  broken  law  God 
is  a  consuming  fire,  in  a  killing  commandment 
an  inexorable  creditor,  in  unappeased  wrath,  ter 
rible  in  majesty,  in  unsatisfied  justice  an  angry 
judge  ;  but  in  the  face  of  his  dear  Son  a  pro 
pitious  father,  in  a  covenant  of  grace  a  fountain 
of  living  waters,  and  in  an  unconditional  promise 
in  Christ  our  exceeding  great  reward. 

The  hearts  of  all  believers  open  and  shut,  rise 
or  sink,  conceive  or  discharge,  harden  or  melt 
according  to  the  above  views,  hence  the  charge, 
"Look  unto  me;"  "  Eun  the  race  set  before 
you,  looking  to  Jesus,"  Heb.  xii.  2 ;  and  while 
we  look  we  "are  changed  into  the  same  image, 
from  glory  to  glory."  "  Have  I  been  so  long 
with  you  and  hast  thou  not  seen  me,  Philip  ? 
he  that  hath  seen  me,  hath  seen  the  Father." 
But  God  as  a  father,  is  never  seen  or  known  but 
in  the  face  of  Christ  Jesus ;  God  hath  shined 
into  our  hearts,  to  give  us  the  light  of  the  know 
ledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jesus, 
2  Cor.  iv.  6  ;  and  it  is  the  light  of  his  counten 
ance  that  casts  up  and  points  out  the  path  of 
the  just,  and  the  heat  of  the  sun  of  righteous 
ness  that  warms  the  heart,  and  wooes  it  to  walk 
in  that  charity  which  is  the  more  excellent  way. 

Hagar  and  Sarah,  says  Paul,  are  the  two  cov 
enants,  and  the  two  Jerusalems ;  and  how  many 
citizens  of  this  country  have  we  got  ?  Citizens 
of  the  Jerusalem  that  now  is,  and  is  in  bondage ; 
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these  are  the  enemies  of  the  poor  prodigals  who 
feed  with  husks.  And  under  such  the  wise 
man's  saying  is  verified,  "  The  labour  of  the 
foolish  wearieth  every  one  of  them,  because  he 
knoweth  not  how  to  go  to  the  city,"  Ecc.  x.  15. 
Christ  is  the  way,  and  we  walk  by  faith,  and 
faith  believeth  the  love  of  God  in  Christ,  and 
charity  never  fails.  "  Cursed  be  he  that  causeth 
the  blind  to  wander  out  of  the  way,"  for  he 
counteracts  the  purpose  of  God,  who  brings  the 
blind  by  a  way  that  they  know  not.  But  the 
light  of  his  countenance  makes  darkness  light 
before  us,  and  when  all  things  work  for  our 
good,  then  and  not  till  then,  are  crooked  things 
made  straight. 

Tender  my  respects  to  Dame,  and  to  your  Son, 
and  should  God  permit  and  spare  the  Coalheaver, 
we  may  see  each  other  once  more,  when  the 
winter  is  past,  when  the  rains  are  over  and  gone, 
when  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth,  and  when 
the  singing  of  birds  is  come,  and  when  the  voice 
of  the  turtle  is  heard,  and  the  vultures  are 
screaming  against  her. 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEE     CCXXVIL 
TO  ME.   I.   B. 

The  Doctor  to  his  Friend,  Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied. 

ACCORDING  to  his  desire  I  here  send  him  a  few 
thoughts  upon  the  ordinance  ;  a  feast,  as  Christ 
Jesus  in  a  sacrifice  is,  and  of  which  the  sacrament 
is  an  emblem,  is  intended  for  living  persons ;  we 
never  see  a  corpse  sit  up  at  a  table ;  and  all  that 
believe  have  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  dis 
covered  by  a  sensation  of  the  evils  that  are  in  us, 
and  by  a  sense  of  the  mercy  of  God  at  times  up 
on  us,  and  by  a  continual  hungering  and  thirst 
ing  for  more  of  that  mercy ;  and  the  Scripture 
saith,  "  They  shall  come  to  the  feast  that  were 
ready  to  perish,"  for  the  Lord  will  fill  the  hungry 
with  good  things. 

Faith  at  its  first  beginning,  and  when  weak  or 
out  of  exercise,  is  not  so  perceptible,  but  when 
ever  it  moves  it  may  be  discerned  by  the  follow 
ing  things ;  during  its  exercise  it  stays  the  mind, 
it  brings  peace  to  the  soul,  and  is  attended  with 
a  sense  of  the  approbation  of  God,  and  with  his 
presence  with  us  in  some  degree,  which  during 
this  time  works  by  love,  and  draws  forth  the 
heart  and  affections,  and  thanksgivings  to  God ; 
and  the  more  of  these  we  have,  the  stronger  faith 
gets,  and  cannot  be  fully  disputed  out  of  all  that 
the  soul  has  felt  under  these  exercises.  These 
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visits,  though  short  and  transient,  yet  being  at 
tended  with  the  fiowings  out  of  the  heart  in  grati 
tude  to  God,  must  convince  us  that  we  are  not 
enemies,  or  in  a  state  of  carnal  enmity,  but 
friends.  A  feast  is  made  for  friends,  "  Eat,  0 
friends,  drink,  yea  drink  abundantly,  0  beloved," 
Cant.  v.  i.  This  character  Christ  gave  his  dis 
ciples  on  tho  very  day  that  he  first  broke  bread 
with  them,  "  Henceforth  I  call  you  not  servants, 
but  friends,"  John  xv.  15. 

The  qualification  under  the  Old  Testament 
was  circumcision,  he  was  to  be  circumcised  and 
then  to  eat  it ;  and  God  circumcises  our  heart  to 
love  him  that  we  may  live,  and  they  are  passed 
from  death  to  life  who  love  the  brethren ;  and  it 
is  easy  to  tell  whether  I  esteem  them  the  excel 
lent  of  the  earth  who  I  believe  love  the  Lord 
Jesus,  hence  you  read  in  Jude,  of  feasts  of  charity. 
The  next  thing  required  at  this  feast  is,  that  we 
believe  in,  and  receive  the  doctrine  of,  imputed 
righteousness,  and  the  fruit  and  effect  of  that 
righteousness  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  peace ; 
and  though  this  peace  be  not  always  enjoyed, 
yet  any  person  may  know  whether  he  ever  was 
favoured  with  the  enjoyment  of  it  or  no.  The 
ordinance  is  a  marriage  feast,  it  is  the  communion 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  hence  the  king 
found  fault  of  him  at  the  feast,  who  had  not  on 
the  wedding  garment. 

Those  texts  mentioned  by  Paul,  such  as  not 
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discerning  the  Lord's  body,  and  eating  and  drink 
ing  unworthily,  &c.  are  such  as  a  weak  believer 
cannot  try  himself  by ;  look  to  the  disciples  and 
see  where  they  were  when  the  Lord  gave  it  them, 
they  could  not  discern  the  Lord's  body  for  it  was 
not  offered,  nor  were  their  eyes  opened,  nor  did 
they  know  the  Scriptures,  nor  the  end  of  his 
death,  nor  of  his  resurrection ;  yet  they  believed 
in  him,  and  they  followed  him  ;  they  loved  him, 
and  they  abode  by  him ;  and  if  nothing  in  this 
world  will  satisfy  us  but  Christ,  he  must  have 
our  hearts,  and  if  he  has  got  our  hearts  he  is  our 
treasure.  Farewell, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE     CCXXYIII. 

TO   THE   SAME. 
My  dearly  Beloved  Brother  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

You  know  not  how  much  I  long  to  see  my  B. 
friends,  and  I  am  now  in  hopes  of  being  enabled 
to  reach  L.  if  some  unforeseen  accident  or  frown 
ing  providence,  doth  not  cut  my  pleasing  expecta 
tions  off,  which  I  hope  in  God  it  will  not.  I  am 
half  dead  with  a  cold  and  violent  cough,  but  I 
still  blunder  on,  for  my  soul  will  work  if  the  body 
gives  it  up.  I  have  been  labouring  with  his 
Excellency  to  make  an  exchange  with  me,  and 
he  has  been  throwing  such  mountains  of  difficulties 
in  the  way,  that  I  have  been  almost  ready  to  act 
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the  Welchman  with  him  ;    I  have  sent  to  request 
a  yea  or  nay. 

This  winter  has  swept  away  many  of  the  old 
standards  from  us,  and  death  works  in  me,  yet 
by  my  preaching  life  works  in  others ;  the  out 
ward  man  decays,  but  the  inward  man  waxes  not 
old.  God  is  the  father  of  the  new  man,  and 
being  of  a  divine  origin  he  will  for  ever  be  the 
new  man  ;  and  truly  the  numberless  infirmities 
of  the  body,  and  the  many  cross  and  mortifying 
disappointments  which  happen  to  cross  the  flesh, 
often  occasion  fresh  vigour  to  faith  and  hope, 
and  a  fresh  sickness  of  this  world  and  all  that  is 
in  it.  But  God  will  preserve,  revive,  renew, 
refresh,  and  keep  alive  all  his  plantation  of  grace ; 
fear,  hope,  love,  faith,  meekness,  patience,  con 
trition,  compunction,  godly  sorrow,  self-abase 
ment,  humility,  and  self-abhorrence,  mourning 
and  weeping  after  him,  confessions  to  him, 
desires  after  him,  poverty  of  spirit,  and  a  hunger 
and  thirst  for  his  presence,  praise  and  thanks 
giving,  all  these  are  the  crop  from  which  the 
Lord  receives  his  tribute ;  and  every  time  either 
of  them  is  exercised  toward  God  or  toward  his 
people,  there  is  a  fruit  brought  forth,  and  some 
times  the  Spirit  moves  one  and  sometimes  another. 
Tender  my  kindest  love  to  all  friends. 
Your  affectionate  Friend 
and  Brother  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEK    CCXXIX. 
TO  THE  SAME. 

WHY  John,  what  are  you  about  ?  What,  have 
you  forgot  yourself  ?  Are  you  mad,  or  what  ? 
Never  think  to  gain  any  ground,  nor  to  obtain 
any  victory  by  looking  within,  there  is  nothing 
got  that  way.  No  patient  is  cured  by  poring 
and  pondering  over  his  diseases ;  the  devil  loves 
to  get  us  at  this,  and  as  soon  as  he  has  stirred  up 
one  corruption,  then  he  will  put  fresh  life  and 
vigour  into  another,  and  then  lead  us  into  another 
chamber  of  imagery,  and  then  make  us  look,  and 
as  we  look  we  sink,  and  as  we  sink  we  fret,  and 
as  we  fret  we  straighten  and  contract ;  and  this 
brings  fear,  chains,  infidelity,  rebellion,  and 
despondency.  But  is  this  what  the  scripture 
calls  looking  to  Jesus  ?  Is  it  not  the  blood  of 
Christ  that  cleanses  from  all  sin,  now  within  the 
vail?  Is  it  not  the  righteousness  of  Christ 
which  justifies  us  from  all  things,  now  in  the 
presence  of  God,  and  before  the  throne  ?  And 
do  not  we  wait  in  hope  of  the  righteousness  wrhich 
is  by  faith  ?  And  is  not  this  a  crown  of  right 
eousness,  which  the  righteous  judge  will  give  us 
in  that  day  ?  And  is  it  not  to  all  and  upon  all 
that  believe  ?  And  is  not  peace  the  undoubted 
and  infallible  fruit  and  effect  of  it  ?  And  has 
not  thy  soul  often  felt  and  enjoyed  this ! 
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0  John,  we  are  complete  in  him ;  without 
fault  before  the  throne  ;  all  fair  and  no  spot  in 
us.  "  God  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Jacob, 
nor  perverseness  in  Israel,"  Numb,  xxiii.  21. 
'•Ye  are  clean  every  whit,"  says  the  Saviour; 
"  Clean  through  the  word  which  I  have  spoken 
unto  you,"  John  xv.  3  ;  for  he  saves  us  with  the 
washing  of  water  by  the  word,  that  is,  the  power, 
the  peace,  the  life,  the  comfort  we  feel  under  the 
word,  is  the  spirit  that  cleanses —  —this  you  have 
known  and  felt,  and  let  not  the  devil  dispute  thee 
out  of  it ;  "  Cast  not  away  your  confidence,  which 
hath  a  great  recompense  of  reward."  Give  no 
place  to  the  devil,  banter  him,  bring  forth  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit  to  him,  It  is  written,  he 
cannot  stand  this.  Keep  your  eyes  on  the  head, 
who  is  our  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctificatiou, 
and  redemption,  he  loves  us  dearly,  and  will 
never,  never  leave  nor  forsake  his  dear-bought 
family. 

Besides,  do  you  suppose,  or  can  you  think, 
that  our  dearly  beloved  Lord  and  Saviour  brings 
that  confusion  to  your  mind  ?  Is  he  the  author 
of  darkness,  legal  bondage,  bitterness  of  spirit, 
and  strife  that  you  feel  ?  Does  he  send,  or  cause 
to  spring  up  those  doubts  or  fears,  infidelities, 
and  misgivings  of  heart  which  the  devil  has  the 
insolence  to  father  or  palm  upon  the  holy,  harm 
less  Lamb  of  God  ?  Xo,  no,  whenever  he  visits 
thy  soul  he  goes  through  these  briers  and  thorns, 
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which  the  devil  sets  against  him  in  battle,  and 
burns  them  all  together,  Isai.  xxvii.  4.  He 
always  brings  thee  forth  to  the  light,  that  thou 
mayest  behold  how  righteous  he  is ;  peace,  joy, 
comfort  and  quietude  are  always  the  effects  of 
his  visits.  He  removes  Satan's  rubbish,  and 
brings  his  beloved  grace,  "  His  reward  is  with 
him,  and  his  work  before  him."  I  do  believe 
that  God  set  me  to  write  this,  and  that  he  will 
accompany  it. 

Ever  thine, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE     CCXXX. 

TO    THE    SAME. 
MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 

ACCORDING  to  my  promise,  I  send  these  few 
lines  to  let  you  know  that  we  arrived  safe,  but 
as  for  me  I  was  quite  weary  with  the  heat  of  the 
day,  and  continued  in  a  fever  all  the  rest  of  the 
week,  and  was  very  weak  on  Sunday  morning ; 
and  it  being  ordinance  day,  and  having  six  times 
running  to  preach,  I  was  not  a  little  discouraged, 
as  the  weather  was  so  hot.  On  Tuesday  night 
we  opened  Monkwell-street,  after  its  having  being 
shut  up  three  or  four  months,  and  was  so  crowded 
as  to  be  almost  melted ;  but  God  was  better  to 
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me  than  all  my  fears,  for  he  led  me  through  with 
a  very  high  hand,  and  not  one  barren  time  in  all 
the  six,  and  was  ten  times  stronger  and  better  in 
health  when  I  had  finished  the  last,  than  when 
I  began  the  first. 

"  Verily  shall  one  say,  in  the  Lord  have  I 
righteousness  and  strength."  The  strength  of 
Israel  will  not  appear  till  our  strength  is  all 
gone,  and  there  is  none  left.  Much  strength  is 
wanted  to  oppose  and  conflict  with  his  enemies, 
and  to  carry  on  his  work,  and  who  is  sufficient 
for  these  things  ?  but,  "  He  giveth  power  to  the 
faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  in 
creased  strength;"  hence  the  paradox,  "Let 
the  weak  say,  I  am  strong;"  and  many  times 
have  I  observed  his  strength  to  be  made  perfect 
in  my  weakness,  when  my  heart  and  flesh  both 
have  failed.  But  it  is  throughout  the  whole  pil 
grimage,  as  it  is  at  first  finding  favour  in  his 
eyes ;  "  And  when  they  had  nothing  to  pay,  he 
frankly  forgave  them  both,"  Luke  vii.  42.  Thus 
none  but  insolvents  find  forgiveness,  none  but 
criminals  find  righteousness,  none  but  the  dead 
find  life,  and  none  but  the  perishing  find  bread ; 
the  poor  find  wealth,  and  the  weak  strength ;  he 
will  be  a  whole  Saviour,  or  none  at  all. 

I  shall  not  be  able  to  fill  up  this  paper,  for  my 
travailing  pains  are  coming  on  me  again,  as  is  the 
case  with  me  weekly.  No  labour,  no  power  on 
Sunday,  and  so  it  is  with  all  spiritual  hearers ;  if 
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they  have  no  furnace-work  in  the  week,  they  have 
no  appetite  on  Sunday,  and  if  no  appetite  no  food  ; 
they  go  away  crossed  and  disappointed,  murmur 
ing  and  rebelling,  and  this  betrays  them  into  a 
spirit  oi  bondage,  and  bondage  is  a  bitter  portion, 
and  nothing  creates  an  appetite  better  than  a  cup 
of  this  sort  of  camomile  tea;  and  after  this,  ten 
to  one  but  the  next  Sunday  following,  is  one  of 
the  days  of  the  Son  of  man ;  so  I  go  on,  and 
so  do  you.  I  hope  the  harvest  is  almost  in,  do 
inform  me  by  a  line.  Eemember  me  to  all  the 
family. 

Your's  most  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE     CCXXXI. 
TO    THE    SAME. 

MY  diocese,  my  dear  friend,  greatly  increases, 
and  I  bid  fair  to  be  a  bishop  at  large ;  the  more 
I  am  debased,  the  higher  I  rise,  and  the  more  I 
am  resisted,  the  more  I  extend ;  and  blessed  be 
he  that  enlargeth  Gad,  for  the  Lord's  forces  must 
go  on,  from  conquering  and  to  conquer.  My  bow 
still  abides  in  strength,  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty 
still  fly  abroad,  and  enemies  are  still  falling  under 
him.  What  pains  does  the  Lord  take  to  get  a 
wife,  and  how  many  foreskins  of  the  Philistines 
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arc  told  down  in  his  obtaining  her.     First  he 

o 

goes  as  a  man  of  war,  girds  his  sword  upon  his 
thigh  as  the  most  mighty,  and  in  his  majesty 
rides  prosperously,  discharging  his  irresistible 
artillery,  which  are  sharp,  in  the  hearts  of  his 
enemies,  till  they  bow  to  his  sceptre,  submit  to 
his  yoke,  kiss  and  embrace  the  Son,  and  crown 
him  king  of  their  hearts,  by  acknowledging  his 
all-conquering  power,  and  by  ascribing  all  the 
glory  of  our  salvation  to  him.  He  then  dispenses 
the  words  of  truth,  meekness,  and  righteousness, 
and  then  up  we  get  into  the  chariot  of  salvation, 
paved  with  love  for  all  espoused  souls,  made  free 
by  new  covenant  mercy,  and  therefore  called 
children  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  which  is  the 
covenant  of  grace,  and  which  covenant  is  the 
mother  of  us  all  ;  we  being  called  children  of 
promise,  and  children  of  the  covenant,  Acts  iii.  25. 
I  have  but  yesterday  received  good  tidings  by 
a  letter  from  a  friend  in  town,  that  we  still  in 
crease  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth, 
though  we  cannot  subdue  it.  And  now  how 
does  John  go  on  ?  Does  he  gain  ground,  or  lose  '? 
Does  he  hold  fast  his  integrity,  or  cast  away  his 
confidence  ?  Does  he  make  any  inroads  upon 
Satan,  or  give  place  to  the  devil?  Does  the 
battle  hang  in  an  even  and  doubtful  scale,  or 
does  the  exertions  of  hope  counteract  the  mis 
givings  of  heart  ?  Is  the  door  of  hope  open  to 
thee  ?  Is  the  gate  of  life  displayed,  and  do  you 
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go  in  and  out,  and  find  pasture  ?  in  to  be  fed, 
out  to  get  an  appetite ;  in  to  be  strengthened, 
out  to  have  that  strength  tried  ;  in  to  be  encour 
aged,  out  to  be  discouraged ;  in  to  be  succoured, 
out  to  be  tempted ;  in  to  be  melted,  out  to  be 
hardened;  in  to  enjoy  the  love  of  God,  and  out 
to  lament  your  carnal  enmity. 

And  pray  who  keeps  house,  Sarah  or  Hagar  ? 
And  who  do  you  cleave  to  in  your  service,  to  the 
master  or  to  the  servant  ?     To  Jesus,  or  to  Moses  ? 
If  to  Jesus,  you  love,  admire,  and  adore  him,  and 
loathe  yourself;    but  if   to  Moses,  enmity   and 
hard  thoughts  of  God  are  uppermost,  and  self  is 
the  chief  object  of  your  pity  and  compassion. 
And  this  will  ever  be  found  to  be  an  unerring 
rule  to  try  ourselves  by,  whether  we  be  under  a 
new  covenant,  and  an  evangelical  influence,  or 
whether  our  old  legal  and  self-righteous  spirit, 
leaven  and   ferment  us :   looking  to  Jesus  pro 
duces  the  former,  looking  to  self  is  the  effectual 
means  of  procuring  the  latter.     Not  one  inch  of 
the  path  of  life  do  we  tread  in  faith,  but  what 
Satan  disputes  with  us  ;  all  our  best  frames,  best 
wishes,  most  honest    endeavours   are   criticised, 
suspected,  and  censured  by  the  devil ;  every  sen 
sation,  every  token  for  good,  every  evidence  in 
our   favour,  all   our   conversation   in   company, 
every  sermon  delivered  by  the  Doctor  is  sure  to 
be  wrong ;  all  is  sifted  and  harrowed  up,  canvassed 
and  called  over,  suspected,  controverted,  and  the 
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whole  truth  of  it,  and  sincerity  is  much  questioned 
by  this  king  of  endless  misery,  this  demigod  of 
all  deception,  and  this  supreme  sovereign  of 
eternal  torment. 

This  day  is  a  fine  day,  and  my  noddle  is  upon 
the  wing,  and  my  imagination  upon  the  wind ; 
I  have  been  this  day  to  — ,  to  13.  to  the 
vicarage  at  L.  and  nobody  knows  where  besides, 
if  you  can  believe  it,  but  for  my  part  I  cannot. 
I  have  been  up  this  morning  ever  since  three 
o'clock,  first  writing,  then  giving  orders  in  the 
garden ;  in  again  to  write,  then  out  to  priming  ; 
in  to  read  letters,  then  out  to  find  fault,  this  I 
learned  of  the  scrap  of  Excellence.  Poor  Betty 
at  Seven  Oaks  has  been  up  to  see  me,  and  fell 
sick  with  her  first  fit  of  the  gout.  Pray  send  me 
word  how  you  all  are,  and  you  will  oblige 

S.S. 


LETTEE     CCXXXII. 

TO   THE   SAME. 
DEAR    FRIEND    IN    THE    LORD    JESUS, 

GRACE  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  thee, 
through  the  great  and  glorious  channel  of  all 
conveyance,  our  dearly  beloved  mediator  and 
advocate,  through  whom  and  by  whom  every 
blessing  and  mercy  comes  to  us,  and  through 
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whom  and  by  whom  every  prayer,  praise,  or 
thank-offering  can  go  from  us  to  God  with 
acceptance.  He  is  an  everlasting  father  to  all 
the  family,  and  a  glorious  throne  to  his  father's 
house.  The  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  God  are 
upon  his  shoulder,  he  opens  and  none  can  shut, 
and  shuts  and  none  can  open.  He  is  fastened  as 
a  nail  in  a  sure  place,  and  where  he  was  nailed 
there  he  nailed  our  sins,  and  the  hand- writing 
that  was  against  us.  The  offspring  and  the  issue, 
and  all  the  vessels  of  mercy  from  the  cups  to  the 
flaggons,  must  hang  here,  Isai.  xxii.  24. 

An  arm  of  flesh,  trust  in  the  human  heart,  the 
doctrines  of  men,  a  form  of  godliness,  all  trust  in 
a  broken  law,  or  confidence  in  the  best  of  frames 
will  give  way,  so  Peter  found  it,  and  many 
others ;  but  to  be  strong  in  the  grace  that  is  in 
Christ  Jesus,  is  everlasting  strength  ;  this  foun 
dation  can  never  fail,  nor  shall  the  gates  of  hell 
ever  prevail  against  it,  or  against  the  soul  that 
builds  all  his  hopes,  dependence,  and  expectations 
on  it.  The  human  nature  of  the  Son  of  God  is 
his  throne,  in  which  all  the  fulness  of  his  god 
head  dwells,  and  out  of  which  every  perfection 
of  infinite  divinity  will  for  ever  shine.  In  this 
nature  our  sins  were  borne,  upon  this  assumed 
nature  the  curse  of  a  broken  law  was  executed, 
and  of  whom  justice  got  full  satisfaction :  "  He 
was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,"  Isai.  liii.  7; 
the  whole  debt  was  exacted,  and  he  made  restitu- 
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tion ;  he  restored  that  which  he  took  not  away. 
Thus  justice  satisfied  and  judgment  executed, 
became  the  habitation  of  his  throne,  that  mercy 
and  truth  might  go  before  his  face,  Psal.  Ixxxix. 
14 ;  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  truth  and  right 
eousness,  in  sweet  harmony  with  mercy  and 
peace,  which  met  together  and  kissed  each  other 
upon  this  pacific  occasion,  which  brought  daring 
rebels  to  the  cross,  and  God  himself  to  dwell  with 
the  rebellious. 

In  the  face  of  Christ  crucified,  God  appears 
well-pleased,  and  shines  with  pleasure,  approba 
tion,  and  delight  upon  all  that  approach  this  throne 
of  grace,  sensible  of  their  wants  ;  hence  faith  in 
Christ  becomes  the  only  way  of  access,  all  other 
avenues  are  stopped  up ;  in  every  other  view 
God's  face,  as  well-pleased,  is  hid,  and  the  sword 
of  justice  is  brandished  to  keep  this  way  intire, 
this  way  of  the  tree  of  life.  Here  we  may  come 
with  boldness  to  the  throne  of  grace ;  there  is  no 
obstacle,  no  let,  no  hindrance  in  this  way ;  the 
sword  of  justice  is  sheathed,  the  law  magnified, 
the  ransom  price  paid,  the  devil  dethroned,  sin 
expiated,  wrath  endured,  God  well-pleased,  sin 
ners  redeemed,  enemies  reconciled,  and  gifts 
received  for  the  rebellious,  that  the  Lord  God 
might  dwell  among  them.  It  is  with  the  broken 
and  contrite-hearted,  and  with  those  that  tremble 
at  his  word  that  he  will  dwell,  to  revive  the 
heart  of  the  humble,  and  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
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trite  ones,  Isai.  Ivii.  15  ;  for  after  he  has  smitten 
them,  crossed  them,  disappointed  them,  weakened 
them,  crippled  them,  softened  them,  and  humbled 
them ;  made  them  sore,  tender,  chafed  them  and 
fretted  them,  till  they  are  grieved,  dejected,  dis 
mayed,  wearied,  and  sore  wounded — then  he 
revives  the  broken  heart,  and  the  contrite  spirit, 
by  the  discoveries  of  his  love,  tender  pity  and 
compassion ;  by  the  humbling  operations  of  his 
mercy,  by  the  sweet  rays  of  his  reconciled 
countenance,  by  budding  hopes  and  melting  joys, 
by  softening  words  and  encouraging  promises,  by 
the  Spirit's  softening  and  dissolving  allurements, 
by  energy  with  him  in  prayer,  by  self-abhorring 
sensations,  by  the  most  cutting  views  of  sin  and 
the  most  endearing  prospects  of  pardon,  by  in 
tolerable  self-loathing  and  unutterable  feelings 
for  the  crucified  Eedeemer ;  all  these  are  preludes 
to,  and  earnests,  and  forerunners  of  better  days 
to  come. 

For  who  are  those  that  the  Lord  Jesus  is  sent 
to  ?  Why  lo  the  broken-hearted,  to  bind  them 
up  with  love ;  to  the  prisoner  who  feels  his 
chains,  and  the  power  of  Satan,  to  proclaim 
liberty  to  them ;  to  the  weary,  to  speak  a  word 
in  due  season  to  them  ;  to  the  weak,  to  increase 
their  strength ;  to  the  mourners  in  Zion,  to  com 
fort  them  ;  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden,  to  give 
rest  unto  them ;  to  feed  the  faint,  to  seek  the 
strayed,  to  save  the  lost,  to  heal  the  sick,  to  teach 
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the  ignorant,  to  enlighten  them  that  sit  in  dark 
ness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  and  to  guide 
their  feet  into  the  way  of  peace.  My  dear  young 
friend  and  brother,  set  thy  heart  upon  these 
things ;  these  will  stand  when  thou  shalt  say,  as 
I  do  of  all  other  vanities,  that  my  soul  hath  no 
pleasure  in  them. 

This,  my  dear  friend,  is  the  better  part,  the 
better  portion,  which  cannot  be  taken  from  us ; 
but  all  others  will  appear  a  universal  blank,  and 
leave  us  without  a  prop,  without  a  plea,  without 
a  claim,  without  a  grain  of  faith,  a  beam  of  hope, 
or  a  living  coal  of  dicing  love — so  I  write,  and 
so  you  believe.  May  the  better  part,  and  best 
of  blessings  rest  on  thee,  is  the  desire  and 
prayer  of, 

Dear  friend, 

Ever  your's  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEK    CCXXXIII. 

TO    THE    SAME. 

Wednesday  Morning.     Cricklewood. 

Sunday  is  Christmas  day,  a  day  which  by 
such  poor  souls  as  ours  will  never  be  forgot, 
"  For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is 
given,  and  the  government  shall  be  upon  his 
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shoulder,"  and  not  upon  ours.  "  Every  battle 
of  the  warrior  is  with  confused  noise,  and  gar 
ments  rolled  in  blood,  but  this  shall  be  with 
burning  and  fuel  of  fire  :  for  unto  us  a  child  is 
born,"  Isai.  ix.  5,  6  ;  born  a  warrior,  born  to 
fight,  and  to  fight  with  fire  ;  "  For  by  fire  and 
by  his  sword  will  the  Lord  plead  with  all  flesh  : 
and  the  slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  many,"  Isai. 
Ixvi.  16.  With  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  with 
the  arrows  of  conviction,  he  attacks  the  elect 
rebels,  the  sword  cuts  them  to  the  heart,  the 
arrows  are  sharp  in  the  hearts  of  the  king's 
enemies,  whereby  they  fall  under  him,  submit  to 
him,  bending  to  his  will ;  the}',  by  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  by  a  love  to  his  name,  and  by  a  zeal  for 
his  righteous  cause,  become  on  his  side,  and  for 
him ;  they  plead  his  cause,  vindicate  his  honour, 
and  use  his  sword  on  his  behalf,  while  the  fire  of 
love  and  zeal  sharpens  the  edge,  and  emboldens 
the  soldier,  while  the  Captain  of  our  salvation  by 
a  fresh  supply  of  grace,  an  increase  oi  know 
ledge,  and  fresh  discoveries  of  his  love  and  power, 
keeps  his  troops  though  faint,  yet  pursuing. 

,  On  the  other  hand,  Satan  seeing  his  kingdom 
disturbed,  weakened,  plundered,  and  his  loyal 
subjects  and  lawful  captives  taken  from  his  hand, 
and  raised  up  to  fill  his  place  in  heaven,  made 
vacant  by  his  sin,  falls  in  jealous  rage  upon  the 
Lord's  subjects  (now  become  loyal  to  him),  like 
lightning  falling  from  heaven.  He  musters  his 
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forces  armed  with  iron  breast-plates,  or  a  seared 
conscience  ;  furnishes  their  mouths  with  bitter 
words,  called  drawn  swords,  and  their  souls  are 
inflamed  with  rage  in  his  cause  ;  their  wrath  is 
kindled  against  us,  and  surely  if  the  Lord  was  not 
on  our  side  they  would  swallow  us  up  :  "I  came 
not  to  send  peace  upon  earth,  but  a  sword  and  a 
fire  ;  and  what  will  I,  if  it  be  already  kindled  ?  " 
Thus  this  war  must  go  on,  ten  thousand  against 
twenty  thousand,  till  the  good  fight  of  faith  is 
fought,  and  heaven  reward  the  conquerors  ;  and 
then  hell  shall  receive  the  rebels,  and  endless 
flames  destroy  the  sinners  as  stubble  fully  dry— 
this  is  the  fuel  of  fire.  In  this  war  expect  no 
parley,  no  cessation  of  arms,  no  winter  quarters  ; 
no,  nothing  but  an  eternal  pension.  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  you  these  holidays. 

Your's  most  affectionately, 

S.  S. 


LETTEK   CCXXXIV. 

1  WISH  much  to  know  how  you  got  home,  as  it 
was  so  uncomfortable  a  day  for  travelling,  if  you 
set  out  on  Tuesday  as  you  intended.  The  Lord's 
unction  is  the  oil  that  makes  the  face  to  shine, 
Psal.  civ.  1  5  ;  and  every  beam  or  ray  of  this 
shining  lustre,  is  watched  and  observed  with  a 
jealous  eye,  especially  by  those  who  have  any 
understanding  or  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  this 
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anointing  oil.  Yea,  hypocrites  can  see  it  as  well 
as  saints,  for  this  seems  to  be  the  discriminating 
mark  of  the  wise  virgins,  and  by  which  the  fool 
ish  knew  them.  The  wise  had  the  forgiveness  of 
sins,  which  is  the  lamp  of  salvation ;  they  had 
much  forgiven  and  therefore  loved  much ;  their 
love  sprung  from  pardon,  which  is  called  the  joy 
of  salvation. 

Secondly.  It  sprung  from  the  love  of  God 
shed  abroad  in  their  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
love  is  the  fire,  and  joy  the  oil  and  flame. 

And,  Thirdly,  it  sprung  from  peace  of  con 
science  ;  "  Our  rejoicing  is  this,"  says  Paul,  "  the 
testimony  of  our  conscience."  Hence  the  par 
doning  love  of  God  in  the  heart,  and  the  witness 
of  the  Spirit  in  their  own  conscience,  was  their 
lamp,  and  their  oil  was  the  joy  of  the  Spirit, 
blazing  out  from  the  inward  testimony  of  con 
science  ;  this  made  the  face  of  the  wise  to  shine, 
which  shewed  the  inward  assurance  of  their  souls, 
and  their  love  to  the  bridegroom ;  this  the  foolish 
saw,  namely,  that  God  was  the  health  of  their 
countenance,  and  their  God.  The  joy  of  the  fool 
ish  sprung  from  natural  affections  stirred  up,  and 
natural  passions  moved ;  such  hear  the  word,  and 
anon  with  joy  receive  it,  and  having  no  law 
applied,  no  conscience  awakened,  no  bondage  felt, 
no  wrath  nor  guilt  working  or  stirring  within, 
their  joy  continued  to  the  last.  But  when  the 
midnight  cry  came,  conscience  awoke,  wrath  and 
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guilt,  fear  and  shame  all  sprung  up  together ; 
then  all  natural  love  to  the  Saviour  damped,  and 
the  joy  of  corrupt  affections  withered,  their  heart 
sunk,  and  their  countenance  fell,  and  the  lamp  of 
the  wicked  went  out  when  the  light  of  the  right 
eous  rejoiced. 

How  strangely  have  I  been  led  out  of  my  way  ; 
I  intended  only  to  observe  that  a  hot,  smoking 
fit  of  furious  jealousy,  called  coals  of  juniper, 
might  serve  to  stir  afresh,  and  these  coals  are 
sometimes  succeeded  by  a  live  coal  from  the 
altar  of  burnt-offering.  However  I  have  caught 
a  text  by  this  ramble,  so  that  I  am  a  gainer  by 
the  chase. 

W.  II.  S.  S. 


LETTER    CCXXXV. 

THE   DOCTOR    SENDETH    GREETING, 

THROUGH  the  wisdom,  the  power,  the  faithfulness, 
the  truth,  and  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus, 
the  devil  that  led  -  -  on,  has  deceived  him,  and 
helped  to  ripen  him  for  the  worst  and  most  fear 
ful  of  all  ends,  that  of  an  heretic,  a  deceiver,  an 
impostor,  and  hypocrite,  and  an  apostate,  and  my 
soul  hates  him,  and  I  believe  his  soul  abhorreth 
me ;  and  this  is  the  bar,  this  the  criterion  of  the 
serpent's  seed,  and  Zion's  seed.  It  is  to  them  an 
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evident  token  of  perdition,  and  to  us  an  evident 
token  of  salvation,  and  that  of  God ;  and  these 
are  the  effects  of  the  two  mountains  of  brass, 
at  which  the  one  kicks,  stumbles  and  falls,  and 
on  which  the  other  stands  so  fast  as  not  to  be 
moved  from  the  rock,  though  the  rains  descend, 
the  winds  blow,  and  the  floods  beat  vehemently, 
being  founded  upon  a  rock ;  and  that  rock  being 
a  chosen,  an  elect,  a  precious,  and  a  sure  founda 
tion,  and  a  chief  corner  stone. 

This  discriminating  decree  of  heaven  is  the 
gulf  fixed,  and  a  deep  one  it  is,  never  to  be 
fathomed,  dived  into,  nor  searched  out,  but  must 
be  solved  and  resolved  into  the  good  will  and 
pleasure  of  God,  who  has  not  appointed  us  to 
wrath,  but  to  obtain  the  salvation  that  is  in 
Christ,  and  that  with  eternal  glory ;  and  this 
many  of  our  enemies  see,  and  know,  and  fret 
and  kick  at.  And  so  says  the  Lord,  "  And  they 
shall  call  them,  The  holy  people,  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord :  and  thou  shalt  be  called,  Sought 
out,  a  city  not  forsaken,"  Isai.  Ixii.  12.  Again, 
"  And  all  that  see  them  shall  acknowledge  them, 
that  they  are  the  seed  which  the  Lord  hath 
blessed,"  Isai.  Ixi.  9.  And  this  is  seen  by  thou 
sands  ;  Saul  owned  it  to  David,  and  hthe  effect 
of  it  is,  as  the  wise  man  says,  "  The  wicked  are 
an  abomination  to  the  just ;  and  he  that  is  up 
right  in  the  way  is  an  abomination  to  the  wicked," 
Prov,  xxix.  27. 
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And  this  has  brought  to  me,  from  various 
of  the  sous  of  darkness,  many  a  desperate  laugh, 
many  a  revengeful  smile,  and  many  a  horrid 
and  hellish  grin.  I  could  not  but  observe  this 
last  Tuesday  as  I  went  to  Monkwell-street,  I 
saw  some  youths  who  appeared  as  if  the  devil 
looked  through  their  eyes,  and  grinned  at  me 
from  their  teeth,  the  mouth  of  such  being  the 
hole  of  the  asp  ;  but,  "  Even  in  laughter  the 
heart  is  sorrowful;  "  says  wisdom,  uand  the  end 
of  that  mirth  is  heaviness,"  Prov.  xiv.  13. 

W.    HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER     CCXXXVI. 

TO   THE   SAME. 

The  Cabin  on  board  the  Providence,  outward  bound,  for 
the  Fair  Havens,  the  Friendly  Islands,  and  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

You  must  not  wonder  at  this,  for  over  my 
study  door  at  the  chapel  is  written,  in  large  gilt 
letters,  The  Cabin.  Whether  in  bondage  or  in 
liberty,  whether  in  the  dark  or  in  the  light, 
whether  the  Lord  be  absent  or  present,  1  seek 
retirement  as  the  best  way  to  settle  accounts ; 
public  means  are  ploughing  and  sowing,  but 
private  meditation,  observation,  reading  and 
prayer,  harrows  it  in ;  besides  it  is  a  rare  thing 
to  find  a  companion  of  your  own  stature.  This  I 
recommend  to  thee,  to  observe  all  that  appear  to 
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frown  upon  thee,  or  favour  thee  in  thy  castings 
down  and  liftings  up,  discouragements  and  encou 
ragements,  embracings  and  ref  rainings  to  embrace, 
rods  and  healings,  and  let  confessions,  acknow 
ledgements,  thanks  and  prayers,  praises  and 
blessings  move  in  concert  with  these  different 
dispensations,  as  the  wheels  do  with  the 
cherubim s ;  the  cherubims  are  nothing  but 
preachers,  and  the  wheels  are  nothing  else  but 
the  churches,  called  the  chariot  of  his  willing 
people. 

In  the  Eevelations  the  wheels  are  called  elders, 
and  the  cherubims  beasts,  and  both  join  in  this 
song,  "  Thou  hast  redeemed  us."  A  cherub  is 
an  ox,  compare  Ezek.  i.  10,  with  Ezek.  x.  14  ; 
mind,  what  is  called  an  ox,  in  Ezek.  i.  10,  is 
called  a  cherub  in  the  tenth  chapter,  and  four 
teenth  verse.  They  are  oxen  that  tread  out  the 
corn,  and  they  that  eat  it,  digest  it,  and  concoct 
it,  move  in  concert ;  and  do  you  see  how  they 
sing  in  Eevelations,  the  fifth  chapter,  eight  and 
ninth  verses.  Be  frequent  at  the  Bible  when  a 
leisure  hour  offers,  it  furnishes  the  mind,  and 
counteracts  the  devil  in  the  sale  of  his  wares ; 
youthful  lusts,  vanity,  and  uncleanness  is  all  he 
can  feed  on  j  he  is  the  same  in  the  carnal  mind 
as  the  sow  is  in  the  mire,  a  foul  spirit,  and  this 
we  know  by  sad  experience.  However  so  it  is, 
"  Dust  shall  be  the  serpent's  meat,"  this  he  is 
doomed  to,  and  no  more  to  feed  on  the  favour, 
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approbation,  love,  glory,  nor  the  joyful  presence 
of  God ;  and  it  is  a  hell  to  him  to  see  poor 
sinners  of  mankind  indulged  with  such  heavenly 
cheer  through  Christ ;  hence  the  uncleanuess, 
wrath,  and  rage  that  the  devil  sometimes  fills  us 
with,  when  he  is  suffered  to  influence  us,  and 
wreak  his  rage  upon  us ;  for  when  the  prince  of 
this  world  corneth,  he  hath  plenty  in  us  to  work 
upon,  though  lie  found  none  of  this  in  Christ,  yet 
he  was  suffered  to  tempt  and  try  his  pure  and 
heavenly  mind,  and  for  wise  ends,  that  he  might 
succour  us  in  our  temptations.  Be  open  also  to 
— ,  to  unbosom  a  secret  gift  is  to  saddle 
another  with  half  the  load  ;  to  disclose  a  devil's 
secret,  is  to  expose  him  to  shame  and  contempt ; 
and  for  two  or  three  to  unite  in  prayer  against 
him  is  to  be  an  army  with  banners,  for  two  shall 
withstand  him ;  and  a  threefold  cord  is  not 
quickly  broken,  for  the  Lord  is  sure  to  be  one, 
when  two  or  three  meet  in  his  name. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE  CCXXXVII. 

TO  MISS  B. 
DEARLY  BELOVED  IX  THE  LOKD  JESUS  CHRIST, 

GRACE,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  thee.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  you  have  met  with  many 
changes  since  I  saw  you  last,  Satan  will  not  quit 
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his  possession  without  violence  and  strong  oppo 
sition,  but  the  prey  shall  be  taken  from  the 
mighty,  and  the  lawful  captive  shall  be  delivered. 
Christ  will  have  a  portion  with  the  great,  and  he 
will  divide  the  spoil  with  the  strong ;  hence,  says 
Paul,  our  weapons  are  mighty  through  God,  to 
pull  down  strong  holds.  Christ  takes  away  all 
Satan's  armour  wherein  he  trusts,  and  spoils  his 
house ;  and  his  armour  is  false  peace,  self- 
sufficiency,  self -righteousness,  blindness  of  mind, 
hardness  of  heart,  enmity  against  God,  and  his 
way,  hatred  to  the  light,  unbelief,  and  carnal 
security. 

When  the  holy  and  ever  blessed  Spirit  of  God 
comes  upon  the  strong  man,  he  takes  away  all 
these,  binds  the  strong  man,  and  spoils  his  house  ; 
so  that  instead  of  peace  we  have  destruction  and 
misery,  sinfulness,  and  perfect  weakness  instead 
of  sufficiency,  condemnation  and  death  instead  of 
righteousness;  light  to  see  our  evil  heart,  evil 
way,  the  holy  law,  and  all  the  word  of  God 
against  us ;  a  wounded  spirit  instead  of  hardness, 
a  cry  to  God  for  reconciliation  instead  of  enmity, 
a  desire  to  be  searched,  and  tried,  and  led  right, 
instead  of  hatred  to  the  light ;  a  full  persuasion 
that  the  whole  word  of  God  is  truth  instead  of 
unbelief,  and  a  searching  and  seeking  day  and 
night  for  salvation  instead  of  security.  This,  my 
dear  Mary,  is  the  work  of  God,  and  he  will  carry 
it  on ;  and  if  you  watch  and  observe  you  will  feel 
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Satan  labouring  at  times  to  strengthen  evqiy 
piece  of  this  armour,  and  the  most  blessed  Spirit 
of  God  will  often  be  felt  influencing  his  work  in 
opposition  to  it ;  between  these  two  you  cannot 
do  the  things  that  you  would,  though  to  will  and 
choose  is  present  with  you. 

Be  not  discouraged,  grace  and  corruption  will 
struggle  and  fight  it  out,  and  grace  shall  reign  ; 
God's  eternal  love  to  us,  fixed  upon  us  in  Christ 
Jesus,  shall  reign  over  satanic  wrath,  rage,  and 
cruelty.  Be  of  good  cheer  my  dearly  beloved, 
for  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  God  loves  thee, 
and  hath  chosen  thee  that  thou  shouldest  know 
his  will,  and  this  we  may  know  by  the  love  that 
he  has  given  us  to  each  other.  I  have  shed  many 
tears  of  joy  and  sorrow  since  my  return,  at  see 
ing  the  goodness  of  God  to  such  a  poor  despised 
wretch  as  I  am,  in  blessing  my  books  and  my 
preaching,  to  raise  so  many  poor  souls  to  hope 
as  I  found  in  my  last  journey,  even  five  in  one 
family. 

I  have  now  got  more  under  my  wings  than  my 
feathers  can  cover,  but  in  our  father's  house  are 
many  mansions ;  u  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul, 
and  forget  not  all  his  benefits."  Many  pulpits 
were  shut  against  me,  but  God  opened  other 
places,  and  he  opened  my  mouth  and  my  heart, 
till  I  really  appeared  a  wonder  to  myself ;  and 
that  this  his  goodness  might  not  puff  me  up,  he 
was  so  kind  as  to  keep  me  in  a  spirit  of  meekness, 
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lowliness,  and  self-abasement  all  day  long,  crying 
over  his  undeserved  goodness,  and  my  un- 
worthiness  of  the  least  of  his  favours.  Never 
did  I  see  so  many  poor  starving  souls,  as  I  saw 
in  my  last  journey,  some  of  whom  followed  me 
near  a  hundred  miles,  and  wept  bitterly  when  I 
came  away.  Naomi  tells  me  Betsy  is  very  low, 
I  sent  her  a  scrap  last  week.  My  duty  to  mother, 
love  to  my  true  yoke  fellow, 

God  bless  thee, 

W.H.  S.S. 


LETTER     CCXXXVIIL 

TO    MES.    B. 
Dear  Mother  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

I  WAS  glad  in  my  heart  to  hear  by  Miss  Betsy's 
letter,  that  you  were  in  some  degree  recovered 
from  your  late  illness.  How  good  is  God  in 
regarding  the  poor  petitions  of  his  mean  and 
much  despised  servants;  but  he  knows  them 
that  are  his,  and  who  put  their  trust  in  him.  I 
bless  my  God  for  giving  you  a  comfortable  re 
vival  of  the  work  in  your  late  affliction,  that  as 
the  outward  man  decayed,  so  the  inward  man  was 
renewed. 

Grace  shall  reign,  my  dear  mother,  and  love 
shall  cast  out  fear  and  torment,  for  he  came  to 
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deliver  them  who  through  the  fear  of  death  were 
all  their  life-time  subject  to  bondage  ;  "  0  Ueatli 
where  is  thy  sting,  0  Grave  where  is  thy  victory  ? 
The  sting  of  death  is  sin,"  and  faith  purifies  us 
from  that ;  "  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law,"  and 
we  are  redeemed  from  that.  The  grave  could 
not  hold  Christ,  nor  shall  it  hold  us,  "  with  my 
dead  body  shall  they  arise ;  "  "I  will  raise  them 
up  at  the  last  day."  Then  where  is  the  victory 
of  the  grace  ?  Why,  the  Saviour  took  the  bitter 
cup,  he  tasted  death  for  every  man,  and  what  he 
tasted  that  he  devoured ;  for  he  swallowed  up 
death  in  victory. 

There  is  nothing,  my  dear  mother,  that  God 
has  promised  us  in  Christ  Jesus,  but  what  we  may 
have  if  we  pray  for  it.  I  believed  in  my  heart 
that  God  would  raise  up  both  you  and  my  dear 
companion,  if  we  asked  him,  and  though  he  often 
seems  to  delay,  and  lets  our  cases  get  worse,  yet 
they  that  know  a  little  of  his  ways  will  importune 
the  more,  and  we  are  sure  to  reap  if  we  faint 
not.  No  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them 
that  walk  uprightly,  and  it  is  the  upright  that 
love  thee,  says  the  holy  spouse.  Tender  my  re 
spects  to  all  friends,  and  believe  me  to  be, 

Your  willing  Servant,  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEE     CCXXXIX. 

TO  Mr.  W.  B. 
BROTHER    B. 

MY  heart  hath  long  been  at  B.  and  in  my  own 
imagination  and  upon  the  wings  of  fancy  I  have 
been  there  and  back  again  for  many  days  past ; 
but  these  imaginary  flights  are  nothing  new,  for, 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years  under  uncommon 
comfortable  frames,  I  have  been  as  I  thought  pre 
paring  for  glory,  but  instead  of  that  it  hath  been 
only  a  reviving  cordial  to  keep  me  from  fainting 
when  the  next  hour  of  desertion,  cruel  jealousy, 
or  fiery  trial  came  on  :  and  after  all  my  tours  to 
B.  I  am  just  where  I  was,  namely  at  Paddington. 
The  worst  lumber,  the  greatest  burden  and  in- 
cumbrance  is  that  part  which  could  not  pass  over 
the  brook  Besor,  but  tarried  behind  with  the  stuff, 
I  mean  the  carcase  and  the  cloaths ;  were  it  not 
for  these  I  would  assume  the  wings  of  a  dove,  and 
soon  pay  a  visit  at  Gassons. 

The  present  wet  weather  discourages  me  not  a 
little,  for  your  neighbourhood  must  be  very  dirty, 
and  the  roads  bad.  I  have  had  it  upon  my  mind 
for  some  time  to  come  through  H.  I  wish  to 
have  your  opinion  of  that  road.  Moreover  I  do 

intend,  if  I  can  prevail  upon to  stand  up  one 

Sunday  for  me  at  Providence,  to  spend  one  Lord's 
day  with  you  in  the  old  barn,  as  soon  as  the 
weather  shall  permit  rne  to  come.  I  have  been 
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for  a  long  time  past  much  in  earnest  and  impor 
tunate  with  God  in  behalf  of  our  much  threatened 
country,  and  so  have  all  that  I  know,  who  arc  at 
all  acquainted  with  God ;  and  I  can  but  admire 
how  wonderfully  he  hath  condescended  to  hear 
and  answer,  by  the  many  signal  victories  he  hath 
granted  in  our  favour.  I  am  in  hopes  the  hottest 
part  of  the  hour  of  temptation  is  over,  and  that 
the  ruin  of  France  is  hastening  on  apace.  0  how 
good  is  my  God  to  the  children  of  men  !  how  has 
he  kept  us  in  peace  while  these  awful  judgments 
have  been  abroad  in  the  earth ;  while  hell  has 
opened  her  mouth  beyond  measure,  and  the  glory 
and  pomp  of  so  many  have  descended  into  it,  we 
have  sat  under  the  joyful  sound,  and  have;  found 
our  salvation  nearer  than  when  we  first  believed. 
I  should  be  very  glad  of  a  line  or  two  to  know 
how  you  all  are,  I  have  not  had  much  time  of  late 
to  write.  Farewell,  the  Lord  Jesus  bless  both 
you  and  yours,  me  and  mine,  and  his  whole  church, 
so  prays, 

Thine  affectionate  Brother  in  Christ, 

W.  HUXTIXGTON. 


LETTER     CCXL. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Monday  Morning. 

1    RECEIVED   my    dearly   beloved   friend's   kind 
epistle,  and  was  glad  to  hear  that  he  is  in  some 
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measure  recovered.  The  Lord  brings  down  and 
lifts  up.  I  have  been  inwardly  drooping  for 
several  weeks,  but  still  kept  about  till  last  week, 
having  preached  five  times  running,  and  being 
all  but  melted  in  the  work.  I  went  home  last 
Wednesday,  much  shook  and  impaired,  so  that 
on  Thursday  could  scarcely  take  my  perpetual 
walks,  and  am  left  very  weak  and  low,  more  so 
than  I  have  been  for  some  years. 

But  faith  and  hope  are  still  with  me,  the  first 
is  the  hand,  and  the  other  the  anchor ;  and  bad 
off  must  that  vessel  be  that  has  no  hope  in  a 
storm,  nor  hand  to  cast  out  the  tackling  of  the 
ship.  Many  warnings  have  I  experienced  about 
quitting  this  clay  cottage,  and  I  am  at  times  so 
sick  of  it,  that  whether  I  am  comfortable  or  dis 
tressed,  whether  happy  or  miserable,  whether  in 
darkness  or  in  light,  I  have  no  earnest  desire  to 
abide  in  it.  It  is  called  our  earthly  house  of 
this  tabernacle  ;  bones  are  the  pins,  sinews  the 
cords,  and  breath  the  main  pillar.  The  leprosy 
is  in  the  walls,  the  plague  in  the  heart,  mortality 
in  the  whole  mass,  and  corruption  in  the  doom  ; 
the  creature  is  subjected  to  death  and  corruption, 
but  is  subjected  in  hope :  "  Because  the  creature 
itself  also  shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of 
corruption,  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  chil 
dren  of  God." 

"  For  we  know,  that  if  our  earthly  house  of 
this  tabernacle  were  dissolved,"  says  Paul,  "  we 


209 

have  a  building  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  But  the  ques 
tion  is,  What  is  this  house  ?  It  is  not  the 
heavens,  but  a  house  in  the  heavens,  not  our 
house  above,  but  our  house  which  is  from  above. 
Whatever  this  house  may  be  it  is  called  our 
clothing,  2  Cor.  v.  This  house  is  further  des 
cribed  by  our  being  raised  with  spiritual  bodies, 
sown  in  weakness,  raised  in  power  ;  it  is  sown  in 
dishonour,  it  is  raised  in  glory ;  it  is  sown  in 
corruption,  it  is  raised  in  in  corruption  ;  it  is  sown 
a  natural  body,  it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body. 
This  is  called  a  being  clothed  upon,  with  our 
house  which  is  from  above,  which  is  explained 
thus,  "  For  this  corruptible  shall  put  on  iiicor- 
ruptiou,  and  this  mortal  shall  put  on  immortality : " 
but  this  incorruption  and  immortality  are  not  the 
heavens.  Immortality  is  ascribed  to  the  Divine 
Being  alone,  exclusive  of  every  thing  else,  1  Tim. 
vi.  16  ;  "  Keep  this  commandment  without  spot, 
until  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
which  in  his  time  he  shall  shew,  who  is  the 
blessed  and  only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings, 
and  Lord  of  lords ;  who  only  hath  immortality, 
dwelling  in  the  light."  This  life  and  immor 
tality  is  brought  to  life  by  the  gospel,  2  Tim. 
i.  10.  Now  seeing  that  this  house,  with  which 
we  arc  to  be  clothed  upon,  is  called  life  and 
immortality,  and  when  these  are  put  on,  then 
mortality  is  said  to  be  swallowed  up  of  life, 

M 
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2  Cor.  v.  4 ;  it  remains  that  this  house  is  nothing 
else  hut  the  Son  of  God,  in  all  his  fulness  of 
grace  and  glory. 

It  is  the  business  of  faith  to  put  on  Christ 
crucified,  and  to  walk  in  him  ;  and  it  is  he,  in 
his  finished  work  and  fulness  of  grace,  that  now 
adorns  the  believing  soul.  And  what  is  Paul's 
wish,  to  he  found  in  him  in  that  day  ?  To  put 
him  on  as  risen  and  glorified ;  we  shall  have  our 
vile  bodies  changed  like  unto  his  ;  we  shall 
awake  in  his  likeness,  and  see  him  as  he  is,  and 
bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly  Adam.  But 
methinks  I  hear  my  companion  say,  i  Can  Christ 
be  called  an  house?'  He  is  called  our  strong 
tower,  where  the  righteous  run  in  and  are  safe, 
Prov.  xviii.  10 ;  our  dwelling  place  in  all  gener 
ations,  Ps.  xc.  1.  Yea,  a  house  also  ;  "  Bow 
down  thine  ear  unto  me,  deliver  me  speedily  : 
be  thou  my  strong  rock,  for  an  house  of  defence 
to  save  me,"  Ps.  xxxi.  2. 

The  Spirit  of  God  will  change,  form,  and 
fashion  these  vile  bodies,  and  then,  "  Every  one 
that  is  perfect  shall  be  as  his  master ;  "  and  they 
shall  be  perfect  in  one,  be  one  among  themselves, 
and  perfect  in  one  head.  Christ  will  fill  all 
things,  all  the  vessels  of  mercy  are  to  be  gathered 
in  him,  Ephes.  i.  10.  "  Put  on,"  says  Paul, 
"  bowels  of  mercies,  humbleness  of  inind,  &c. ; 
but  above  all  put  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond 
of  all  perfectness ; "  this  comes  the  nearest  to 
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the  putting  on  of  immortality.  Thus  I  have 
shewn  a  mystery,  and  a  path  that  thousands  have 
bungled  in  vain  to  describe,  calling  heaven  our 
house.  But  a  sinner  clothed  with  the  heavens, 
would  find  but  a  hell  in  the  presence  of  God, 
unless  immortality  be  put  on,  and  Christ  only 
hath  immortality.  My  kind  love  to  all, 

Ever  your's, 

S.S. 


LETTEK     CCXLL 
TO   THE   SAME. 

Church  Street,  Paddington. 

1  WAS  not  a  little  pleased  at  the  reception  of 
thine.  A  visit  of  the  Lord's  countenance  anoints 
the  eyes  that  we  may  see ;  it  removes  the  vail, 
and  rends  the  caul  of  the  heart,  and  leaves  a 
cavity  open  for  truth  to  enter  in  at ;  it  bursts 
our  bands,  and  makes  the  bolt  of  unbelief  give 
way.  It  throws  down  high  things,  and  brings 
our  thoughts  into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of 
Christ ;  it  removes  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and 
sets  us  to  admiring  the  things  that  are  freely 
given  us  of  God.  The  rushing  of  a  mighty 
wind  fills  the  soul,  and  with  favour  we  are  com 
passed  about  as  with  a  shield.  God  appears  as 
our  glory,  and  the  lifter  up  of  our  head ;  the 
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soul  is  anointed  with  the  oil  of  joy  ;  and  the 
powerful  arm  of  victorious  grace  is  exalted  with 
honour.  The  horrible  pit  vanishes  out  of  sight, 
as  swallowed  up  in  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in 
the  land  of  the  living ;  this  brings  forth  the 
issues  from  death,  and  reveals  God's  way  to  bliss 
upon  earth,  attended  with  the  saving  health  pro 
mised  to  all  nations ;  then,  "  Eeturn  to  thy  rest, 
0  my  soul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully 
with  thee,"  Ps.  cxvi.  7. 

As  for  me,  my  name  is  by  no  means  to  sink 
out  of  date,  or  to  be  forgotten  in  the  city ; 
whether  I  shall  do  worthily  at  Ephratah  I  cannot 
tell,  but  sure  my  name  must  be  famous  in  Beth 
lehem.  But  I  know  it  is  for  Christ's  sake  that  I 
suffer  reproach,  in  all  mine  affliction  he  is  afflicted, 
they  that  hate  the  light  in  his  children,  touch 
the  apple  of  his  eye  ;  but  for  shame  I  shall  have 
double,  and  for  confusion  I  shall  rejoice  in  my 
portion :  and  I  must  say  in  all  this,  that  his  yoke 
is  easy  and  his  burden  is  light,  when  compared 
to  a  sense  of  divine  wrath,  and  a  guilty  con 
science,  and  how  much  more  so  when  compared 
to  endless  misery.  I  have  been  out  once  a  week 
for  these  five  weeks  successively,  to  visit  one 
little  place  or  other  adjacent,  and  have  had  a 
cold,  but  am  better  at  present.  I  shall  expect  to 
see  you  soon,  but  wish  you  to  give  me  a  line 
previous,  if  convenient ;  nor  will  I  say  that  I 
will  not  come  to  B.  if  the  Lord  should  send  us  a 
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little  fine  weather.  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to 
your  spouse  and  family  though  unknown,  and  to 
brother  J.  and  all  those  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  sincerity  and  truth  ;  and  subscribe  my 
self,  Dear  Brother,  Affectionately  yours  in  the 
rough  and  disagreeable,  but  safe  and  sure  path 
of  tribulation, 

IIUNTINGTON. 


LETTEE    CCXLTL 

TO  MISS  B. 
TOOK   DEAR    MARY, 

I  AM  grieved  to  hear  by  Betsy,  that  your  painful 
complaint  has  returned  upon  you  again,  and  also 
that  poor  mother  is  very  poorly  still.  You  are 
not  a  stranger,  Mary,  to  the  holy  law  of  God,  a 
real  application  of  this  has,  I  believe,  been  made 
to  thy  heart.  You  have  felt  the  power  of  it  in 
awakening  the  mind  and  conscience ;  the  light  of 
it  has  discovered  the  follies  of  youth,  the  vanity 
of  a  form  of  godliness,  and  the  enmity  of  the 
carnal  mind.  You  have  felt  the  terrors  it  com 
municates,  the  wrath  it  reveals,  the  bondage  that 
it  genders,  the  slavish  fear  that  it  works,  and 
you  have  felt  the  condemnation  and  death  that  it 
administers ;  these,  my  dear  girl,  are  the  terrible 
operations  of  it.  The  intention  of  God  in  this 
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terrible  work,  is  to  destroy  all  vain  boasting,  to 
stop  the  mouth,  from  pleading  innocent,  and  to 
bring  the  poor  sinner  in  gnilty  before  God.  It 
destroys  the  sandy  foundation;  all  false  hopes, 
false  confidences,  false  notions  of  a  God  all 
mercy,  an  empty  form  of  religion,  and  all  human 
righteousness,  supposed  goodness,  counterfeit  holi 
ness  and  vain  wisdom,  all  give  way,  and  let  the 
poor  sinner  down  into  the  pit  of  horror ;  here 
sins  staring  him  in  the  face,  abash  and  confound 
him,  and  the  burden  of  guilt  press  hard  upon 
him,  and  the  anger  of  God  cuts  him  off. 

One  vain  imagination  still  remains  with  him, 
he  supposes  that  he  has  some  power,  some 
strength  left  him,  which  he  supposes  must  be  the 
case,  because  God  commands  him  to  do  so  much, 
which  he  thinks  God  would  not  do,  if  man  had 
no  power  to  perform.  This  poor  withered  arm 
is  often  stretched  forth,  and  propped  up  with 
many  vows,  and  good  resolves ;  but  being  con 
tinually  disappointed,  and  therefore  baffled  and 
confounded,  we  despair  of  any  help  from  this 
poor  broken  idol  also,  and  now  all  refuge  fails  ; 
a  whole  Saviour,  or  lost  for  ever.  This  my  dear 
is  human  nature  at  wreck,  and  the  whole  fabric 
of  natural  religion  in  ruins  ;  out  of  these  ruins  a 
building  of  mercy  is  raised.  First,  light,  distant 
but  transient  views  of  gospel  ground  appears, 
this  raises  hope  and  expectation,  which  keep  us 
from  sinking  lower  ;  here  and  there  a  passage  of 
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holy  writ  opens  to  us,  and  lets  the  mind  in, 
when  a  lively  sweetness  is  tasted,  this  encourages 
hope,  and  this  begets  a  firm  expectation  of  better 
tidings,  better  days,  and  that  it  is  in  mercy  that 
God  has  afflicted  ns. 

All  the  honour  of  proud  and  depraved  nature, 
being  stained  and  laid  in  the  dust,  all  our  thoughts 
are  brought  into  willing  captivity  to  the  obedience 
of  Christ ;  we  think  of  nothing  in  point  of  accept 
ance  with  God,  but  by  attention  and  obedience 
to  the  voice  of  Christ.  All  our  desires  meet  and 
centre  in  him,  and  all  our  expectations  are  from 
him  alone,  and  there  is  a  sweet  savour,  an  unc 
tion,  a  balmy  dew  in  his  precious  name,  and  as 
this  increases,  self  is  disrelished  ;  and  as  Christ's 
love  is  felt,  self,  sinful  self,  and  righteous  self 
is  loathed,  debased,  yea  abhorred.  Now  our  foot 
hold  appears  firm,  Satan,  unbelief,  and  polluted 
nature  all  work,  but  there  is  a  firmness  in  the 
mind,  and  a  sensible  support  in  the  heart ;  and 
that  which  makes  this  manifest  unto  us  is,  con 
fession,  complaints,  and  prayers  do  not  occupy 
all  our  time  ;  a  few  thanks,  blessings,  and  praises, 
will  force  themselves  through  our  lips,  which  by 
fits  of  hope  and  joy  rise  up  in  the  heart ;  this 
shews  that  the  work  of  grace  is  begun,  "  This 
people  have  I  formed  for  myself,  they  shall  shew 
forth  my  praise."  It  shews  that  the  gates  of  life 
and  liberty  begin  to  yield,  "Enter  his  gates  with 
thanksgiving,  and  into  his  courts  with  praise." 
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"We  may  cry,  groan,  and  sorrow  in  despair,  or 
exercise  desperate  sorrow,  but  no  praise  will 
break  through  from  the  heart,  till  some  access  to 
God  is  granted ;  "  Thou  shalt  call  thy  walls  sal 
vation,  and  thy  gates  praise." 

Well,  girl,  you  see  I  have  pursued  close  after 
thee,  and  have  not  missed  thy  track ;  I  have 
come,  step  by  step,  and  I  have  overtaken  thee, 
and  thou  are  not  two  footsteps  from  the  spot 
which  I  have  traced  thee  to.  If  you  say,  yea, 
such  a  man  as  you  can  certainly  divine,  then  I 
tell  thee,  that  thou  art  upon  the  foundation  that 
God  has  laid  in  Zion,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall 
not  prevail  against  thee.  The  afflictions  may  be 
intended  as  a  spur  to  diligence ;  secondly,  to  pro 
mote,  and  put  the  keener  edge  to  appetite.  There 
is  a  blessing  both  upon  the  appetite  and  upon 
the  food,  to  shew  that  there  is  life  in  both  : 
"  Blessed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirst ;  and 
God  will  bless  Zion's  provision,  and  satisfy  her 
poor  with  bread.  Betsy's  letter  rejoiced  me,  she 
finds  meekness,  and  much  access  in  prayer ;  this 
is  heaven  my  dear  Mary,  pursue  it  night  and 
day.  I  lay  your  case  before  God,  and  shall  not 
forget  you. 

S.S. 
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LETTER  CCXLIII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 

MY  dearly  Beloved  and  longed  for,  my  joy 
and  the  crown  of  my  rejoicing  in  that  day  when 
the  Lord  shall  make  up  his  jewels,  when  the 
precious  children  of  Ziou  that  are  in  this  world 
esteemed  as  earthen  pitchers  shall  be  as  the  wings 
of  a  dove  covered  with  silver,  and  their  feathers 
with  yellow  gold.  I  believe  that  thon  art  or  wilt 
be  my  own  child  in  the  faith,  and  I  hope  that 
them  wilt  not  be  ashamed  of  thy  progenitor, 
knowing  that  my  dark  appearance  will  not  alter 
the  fair  skin,'  though  I  may  be  of  some  use  in 
adorning  thy  soul,  or  be  a  fellow-helper  of  thy 
joy.  I  hope  that  all  sight  and  sense  of  sin  is  not 
worn  oif,  and  that  the  dear  Redeemer's  name  has 
not  lost  all  his  sweet  savour ;  his  name  is  still  an 
ointment  poured  forth,  and  this  thou  wilt  own 
and  confess  whenever  the  sweet  beams  of  his 
blessed  face,  and  the  propitious  looks  of  his 
blessed  eyes,  shine  and  dart  their  rays  into  thy 
heart :  healing  and  health  will  attend  the  glorious 
rising,  and  the  secret  manifestation. 

Thou  knowest  not  yet  what  thou  art  born  to 
see ;  the  Saviour  will  manifest  himself  to  them 
that  the  Father  hath  given  him  out  of  the  world. 
Hitherto  thou  hast  drank  of  the  bitter  cup,  and 
hast  experienced  the  days  of  adversity ;  but  there 
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is  a  cup  of  salvation,  and  days  of  the  Son  of  man 
before  thee ;  days  of  prosperity.  And  you  shall 
see  the  curtains  of  Solomon  as  well  as  the  tents 
of  Ivedar,  and  sing  of  mercy  as  well  as  of  judg 
ment.  God  will  not  contend  for  ever,  nor  be 
always  wrath ;  his  anger  endureth  but  a  moment, 
in  his  favour  is  life  ;  weeping  may  endure  for  a 
night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning  :  so  I  pre 
dict,  and  so  thou  shalt  be  brought  to  confess. 
Be  diligent,  be  much  in  private  prayer,  and  be 
thankful  for  what  he  hath  done.  If  conscience 
or  Satan  accuse,  confess  ;  if  grief  overflow,  pray ; 
if  any  glimpse  of  life  or  favour,  be  thankful,  and 
acknowledge  every  hint  dropped,  or  every  en 
couragement  given;  this  pleases  God  in  Christ 
Jesus.  And  by  attending  daily  to  these  things 
do  I  keep  my  soul  alive,  while  numbers,  un 
observant  of  these  operations,  neglect  their  books, 
omit  taking  stock,  and  are  daily  running  back  in 
the  heavenly  trade,  though  godliness  with  con 
tentment  be  such  great  gain,  yea,  better  than 
gold,  and  the  revenues  of  wisdom  are  better  than 
choice  silver.  No  mention  must  be  made  of 
coral,  or  of  pearl,  for  the  price  of  wisdom  is  above 
rubies. 

I  bless  my  God,  he  is  still  with  me,  and  pre 
cious  to  my  soul ;  I  make  up  all  my  happiness  in 
my  shield,  and  in  my  exceeding  great  reward. 
Let  me  encourage  thee,  my  dear  daughter,  to 
seek  after,  to  cherish  and  encourage  righteousness, 
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meekness,  quietude,  peace,  faith,  love,  humility, 
tenderness,  diligence,  watchfulness  upon  the  hand 
of  God,  and  gratitude  for  what  he  has  done, 
knowing  that  we  have  all  sold  ourselves,  and  arc 
enemies  and  rebels.  While  thou  art  mourning 
after  greater  tilings,  do  not  despise  the  day  of 
small  things,  but  acknowledge  with  thankfulness 
what  thou  hast ;  this  is  the  fault  of  not  a  few, 
which  God  resents  by  keeping  them  in  bondage, 
and  making  their  chains  heavy,  Read  '2  Chron. 
xxxii.  25. 

Tender  my  duty  to  mother,  and  love   to  my 
companion  in  villainy,  in  misery,  and  in  mercy. 

Ever  thine,     S.  S. 

LETTEE  CCXLIY. 

TO  MHS  E. 
MY    DEAR    HETTY, 

I  HAD  a  good  mind  to  have  called  on  you 
yesterday,  but  knowing  how  you  was  left,  and  not 
knowing  how  God  has  prospered  the  widow,  I 
was  afraid.  However  I  have  no  doubt  but  her 
heart  is  with  us,  and  the  hand  will  shew  it,  if 
she  can  afford  it.  God  does  most  wonderfully 
bless  his  work  in  the  new  place  ;  ho  has  made  it 
the  banquettiug  house,  the  wedding  chamber, 
and  the  nursery  ;  and  it  shall  be  said  when  God 
writeth  up  the  people,  that  this  and  that  man 
was  born  there.  Betty,  the  Coalhcaver  saluteth 
thee.  W.H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEE  CCXLV. 

TO  MISS  A.T. 
MY   POOR    LITTLE    DEARS, 

ALL  hail !  Glad  was  my  soul  last  night  to  hear 
that  the  snare  is  broken,  the  little  fox  that  spoils 
the  vines  is  discovered ;  and  my  dear  little  ones 
delivered  :  and  sure  I  am  that  you  shall  see 
greater  things  than  these.  You  will  soon  see 
what  a  generation  of  vipers  there  are  in  a  pro 
fession,  and  your  souls,  as  well  as  mine,  shall 
praise  him  with  joyful  lips,  who  has  made  us 
thus  to  differ.  All  your  angels  of  light  will  turn 
into  fiends  before  you,  and  the  more  God  shines 
upon  your  souls,  the  blacker  will  they  appear. 
"We  all  rejoiced  together  last  night,  and  blessed 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  And  how  do  I  long  to 
see  my  poor  dears  at  Cricklewood.  I  have  been 
rejoicing  with  you  at  B.  all  this  morning,  nothing 
but  my  carcase  and  clothes  are  here. 

The  Lord  sends  us  a  little  fine  weather,  that  I 
may  once  more  see  you  under  my  roof ;  surely 
death  itself  will  never  separate  you  from  me. 
Be  sure  keep  up  prayer,  in  every  thing  seek  God's 
guidance  and  assistance,  and  you  shall  find  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  heaven  upon  earth  ;  if  it  had 
not  been  for  prayer,  the  wicked  would  have  swal 
lowed  me  up,  and  my  soul  had  dwelt  in  silence. 
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Pray  for  me,  and  excuse  haste.  I  am  going 
once  more  to  bear  tidings  in  the  city.  Kind 
respects  to  father.  God  Almighty  bless,  preserve, 
and  keep  my  poor  little  ones,  for  if  I  am  bereaved 
I  am  bereaved.  Grace  and  peace. 

Ever  thine, 

W.  H.  8.  S. 


LETTER  CCXLVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

WAS  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  sad  disaster  of 
— ,  hope  she  has  received  no  material  damage ; 
for  although  I  was  a  little  angry  with  her  at  my 
setting  off  to  B.  mine  anger  is  turned  away,  and 
I  do  earnestly  remember  her  still  in  every  poor 
prayer  of  mine,  and  hope  I  ever  shall.  Poor 
-  is  very  ill,  and  I  have  no  hope  for  him,  but 
in  the  almighty  arm  of  God,  through  the  poor, 
feeble  petitions  of  faith.  There  is  much  sickness 
among  us  at  present,  and  indeed  this  world  is 
nothing  but  an  hospital,  and  every  ward  has  got 
some  that  are  sick ;  some  of  whom  their  sickness 
is  not  unto  death,  but  for  the  glory  of  God,  that 
the  Son  of  God  may  be  glorified  thereby.  It  is 
too  far  for  me  to  come  to  the  harvest  home,  but 
I  wish  a  plentiful  crop,  and  safe  in  the  barn. 

And  now  how  does  my  little  one  go  on  ?    Does 
she,  find  the  door  of  hope  open  to  her,  so  as  for  a 
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little  confidence  and  expectation  to  enter  in,  and 
and  to  bring  out  tidings  of  better  days,  better 
things,  and  better  tidings  ?  Is  there  ever  any 
such  a  thing  felt  as  the  spouse  describes,  a  little 
sweet  smelling  myrrh  upon  the  handles  of  the 
lock,  or  a  little  heavenly  love  which  softens  the 
rust  of  a  hard  and  unbelieving  heart,  so  that  at 
times  it  gives  way,  enlarges,  and  opens  to  the 
best  beloved  ?  Is  there  now  and  then  a  live  coal 
brought  from  the  altar  of  burnt  offering,  to  rnelt 
down,  to  dissolve,  and  soften  the  soul ;  to  meeken, 
humble,  and  resign  it,  attended  with  cutting 
contrition,  regret,  shame,  blushing  and  confusion  ; 
attended  with  self-loathing  and  pious  grief,  which 
are  all  set  in  motion  by  some  fresh  discovery  of, 
and  a  feeling  sense  of,  the  dying  love  of  Zion's 
bridegroom  ? 

Does  any  of  the  kind  invitations,  promises,  en 
couragements,  and  allurements  held  forth  in  the 
word  of  God,  ever  come  into  the  mind  with  any 
relief,  refreshing,  consolation,  or  good  news  from 
a  far  country,  just  to  let  you  know  that  your 
Eedeemer  lives,  and  that  he  has  not  forgotten  to 
be  gracious  ?  Does  the  heavenly  dove  ever  help 
thine  infirmities  on  thy  knees,  so  as  to  ease  the 
mind  of  its  cares,  get  rid  of  some  part  of  thy 
burden,  to  scatter  the  doubts,  dispel  thy  fears, 
and  to  furnish  thee  with  an  answer  against  a 
lying  devil  ?  I  hope  my  dear  little  one  will  send 
me  a  solution  of  some  of  these.  If  she  takes  her 
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pen  in  hand  as  soon  as  she  has  read  this  over  the 
second  time,  I  shall  receive  my  own  with  usury, 
but  if  she  puts  it  off  till  a  more  convenient  season, 
the  devil  will  have  gained  his  end,  and  I  shall 
receive  neither  principal  nor  interest. 

W.  II.  8.  S. 

LETTER     CCXLVII. 

TO    THE    SAME. 

My  Darling,  the  joy  of  my  lioart,  tho  light  of  my  cyos,  tho 
travail  of  my  soul,  tho  trophy  of  my  prayers,  the  joy  of 
my  life,  and  the  nourisher  of  my  old  age. 

THOU  knowest  not  how  we  were  disappointed 
last  Lord's  day,  at  not  seeing  my  poor  little 
Ann ;  but  alas  !  wo  were  all  disappointed.  There 
is  little  talked  of  amongst  us  but  poor  little  Ann; 
you  are  in  our  hearts  to  live  and  die  with  you. 

Cheer  up  my  little  one,  he  will  wean  thee,  he 
will  strip  thee,  he  will  purge  and  try  thee,  he 
will  kill  thee  to  this  world,  and  to  all  but  himself, 
and  then  thou  shalt  hear  his  voice  and  live.  His 
work  is  before  him,  and  his  reward  is  with  him. 
He  is  anointed,  appointed,  and  sent  to  speak  a 
word  in  due  season  to  them  that  are  weary,  to 
bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  to  save  the  lost,  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  blind  and  the  ears  of  the 
deaf,  to  pay  the  debts  of  debtors,  to  reconcile 
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enemies,  to  give  life  to  the  dead,  wisdom  to  fools, 
and  strength  to  the  weak. 

Be  of  good  cheer,  arise,  he  calleth  thee,  he 
calleth  to  all  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden, 
and  to  all  that  hunger  and  thirst,  and  to  all  that 
are  made  willing  to  take  the  waters  of  life  freely. 

And  sure  I  am  that  heaven  and  earth  shall 
pass  away  before  one  jot  or  tittle  of  his  word  shall 
fail,  disappoint  his  people  that  seek  him,  or  pass 
away  unfulfilled.  Dearly  beloved  and  longed 
for,  my  joy  and  my  crown,  and  the  crown  of 
my  rejoicing,  be  of  good  comfort,  wait  patiently, 
and  he  that  shall  come  will  come ;  nor  shall  little 
Ann,  nor  her  unbelief,  nor  time  itself  make  me 
a  liar. 

Ever  thine, 

W.  II.  S.  S. 


LETTEE    CCXLYIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

I  HAVE  joyful  news  to  tell  thee,  my  poor 
little  one,  your  poor  friend  Naomi,  who  has  lain 
nine  or  ten  years  among  the  pots,  is  now  as  the 
wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  silver,  and  her 
feathers  with  yellow  gold.  Yesterday  was  a  week, 
on  Sunday  morning,  she  was  very,  very  low,  and 
when  I  gave  out  my  text,  which  was,  u  Lord, 
Lord,  open  to  us,"  she  said  to  herself,  0  here  is 
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nothing  for  me ;  but  under  that  discourse  God 
rent  the  vail,  and  destroyed  the  face  of  the 
covering  that  has  long  hung  heavy  upon  her  heart, 
and  at  night  she  heard  to  her  comfort ;  and  when 
she  went  home,  to  her  great  surprise,  she  found 
her  Bible  unsealed  also. 

The  day-dawn  shined  in  that  dark  place,  called 
the  sure  word  of  prophesy,  and  such  understand 
ing  she  seems  to  have  as  is  astonishing ;  she  is 
almost  a  prophetess.  When  she  came  to  find 
light,  harmony,  and  consistency  in  the  word,  and 
she  found  understanding  and  judgment  was  given 
to  her,  the  promises  flowed  into  her  heart  like  oil, 
promise  after  promise,  with  all  their  rich  delica 
cies,  and  with  all  their  glorious  blessings,  that 
she  suck  and  was  delighted  with  the  abundant 
displays  of  the  goodness  of  her  God.  She  came 
to  town  with  me  on  Saturday  night,  and  told  me 
that  she  never  understood  any  thing  that  I 
preached,  nor  any  thing  that  she  read,  only  felt 
her  misery,  her  blindness  and  confusion  ;  but  it 
was  all  removed  last  Sunday  morning,  and  she 
was  astonished  at  herself,  and  at  the  comforts  she 
felt,  and  said,  '  I  was  forced  to  believe  for  I  could 
not  help  it.J 

I  told  her  that  her  path  would  now  shine  more 
and  more,  and  that  she  would  see  eye  to  eye  with 
me,  and  that  the  vail  on  her  heart  would  never 
gather  that  thickness  again,  and  that  her  own 
eyes  would  now  see  her  teachers ;  who  is  anointed 
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with  that  holy  oil,  and  who  not.  I  secretly 
thought  on  the  Saturday  evening,  that  God  would 
on  the  next  day  confirm  the  work,  and  accord 
ingly,  yesterday  morning  he  did.  For told 

me,  last  night,  that  after  forenoon  service  she 
asked  Naomi  how  she  heard,  she  said  her  very 
face  shined ;  she  lifted  up  her  hands  and  cried 
out,  0  how  sweet  has  my  father  been  this  day  ! 
Naomi  will  pay  great  attention  to  her  comforter, 
because  she  is  fond  of  retirement,  solitude,  read 
ing,  and  thinking;  and  now  being  alone,  she 
will  nurse  it,  and  watch  it  all  the  day  long,  and 
I  defy  her  to  sleep  if  she  would.  It  is  this  pri 
vate  work  that  waters  the  ridges,  settles  the  fur 
rows,  blesses  the  springing,  and  crowns  the  new 
year.  I  think  it  is  of  God  that  you  should  be 
out  from  home,  and  Naomi  alone,  in  this  day  of 
her  espousals,  for  as  God  says,  we  shall  all 
mourn  apart  for  our  sins,  Zech.  xii.  12 — 14.  So 
he  gently  takes  us  aside  out  of  company,  when 
he  manifests  his  love  to  our  souls,  as  you  read, 
Song  vii.  11,  12. 

Here,  my  poor  little  one,  is  some  ground  of 
hope  for  you,  none  shall  seek  the  face  nor  wait 
for  the  Son  of  God  in  vain.  You  have  been  long 
in  the  pit,  and  God  will  bring  thee  out,  for  I 
have  no  doubt  but  his  work  is  begun  in  thee  • 
but  there  is  a  time  for  every  purpose.  I  bless 
the  glorious  Majesty  of  heaven  for  his  great 
condescension,  and  superabounding  grace  to  my 
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has  rewarded  her  according  to  his  faithful  pro 
mise,  and  according  to  the  integrity  that  he  has 
put  in  her  heart.  My  dear  Ann,  God  bless  thee, 
and  pay  the  same  visit  to  thee,  so  prays, 
Thine  affectionate  friend  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER     CCXLIX. 

TO   THE   SAME. 

I  KNOW  not  what  1  could  write  in  my  last  to  my 
poor  little  one,  from  which  she  could  draw  such 
conclusions  as  those  that  I  hear  are  in  Xaomi's 
letter,  unless  it  was  from  my  saying,  that  she  and 
her  sister  were  absent,  or  sent  out  of  the  way 
when  the  Lord  first  rent  the  vail  which  has  long 
hung  heavy  on  poor  Naomi,  insomuch  as  she 
never  before  understood  what  I  preached  or  what 
she  read.  And  in  this  I  alluded  to  God's  com 
mon  way  of  dealing  with  poor  sinners,  who  have 
long  sought  him,  that  is,  take  them  when  alone, 
or  draw  them  forth  from  company  when  he  in 
tends  to  m  ike  any  discovery  to  them,  as  to  Abra 
ham  when  Lot  was  gone,  to  Moses  when  alone 
with  the  flock  at  Horeb,  to  Jacob  at  Bethel,  when 
his  family  had  passed  over  the  brook  Jabbock, 
to  Peter  in  his  ship,  to  the  Eunuch  in  the 
desert,  and  to  David  in  the  hill  Mizar;  and 
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indeed  to  the  church  at  large,  this  is  his  lan 
guage  :  "  Come  my  beloved,  let  us  go  forth  into 
the  field ;  let  us  lodge  in  the  villages.  Let  us 
get  up  early  to  the  vineyards  ;  let  us  see  if  the 
vines  flourish,  whether  the  tender  grape  appear, 
and  the  pomegranates  bud  forth  :  there  will  I 
give  thee  my  loves,"  Song  vii.  12 ;  this  is  the 
text  I  referred  to. 

Am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  coming  home, 
where  you  are  heartily  welcome  to  me ;  you  and 
I,  Ann,  can  sympathize  with  each  other,  for  my 
eyes  have  been  closed  this  week  not  a  little,  the 
Bible  has  been  a  sealed  book,  and  I  have  been 
kept  in  suspense,  watching,  waiting,  praying,  and 
thinking  from  noon  till  within  half  an  hour  of 
going  into  the  pulpit ;  and  even  then  two  or  three 
texts  interchangeably  presenting  themselves,  and 
I  blind  to  the  sense  of  them  all.  This  tries  me 
not  a  little,  this  sets  the  Doctor  to  trimming 
parson  Sack,  and  parson  Sack  cavils  at  the  Doc 
tor,  and  the  devil  laughs  nt  them  both ;  but  it 
must  be  so  in  this  our  country,  no  cessation  of 
arms  till  death,  and  no  discharge  from  that  war. 
But  I  hope  for  a  pension  when  worn  out  with  the 
perpetual  fatigues  of  the  field  of  battle.  Twenty- 
seven  years  have  I  been  a  soldier,  and  yet  to  the 
present  moment  at  drill,  for  I  no  sooner  learn  a 
new  motion  but  I  forget  all  the  old.  And  now  I 
am  expecting  something  like  Jonah's  gourd,  a 
momentary  shadow  to  screen  his  head,  and  cool 
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the   heat   of   his   rage.      My    kind    love    to   all 
friends,  while  I  remain, 

Dear  Ann, 

Your  companion  in  travail,  in  trouble,  in 
trials,  and  in  tirbulation, 

W.  II.  S.  S. 


LETTER    CCL. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
MY    POOR   DEAK    LITTLE    ONE, 

1  THANK  you  for  your  care,  and  kind  enquiry 
after  me  and  my  welfare,  and  I  can  now  tell 
thee,  that  I  am,  to  my  surprise,  much  better,  and 
much  increased  in  strength.  I  have  been  also 
much  grieved  at  the  weather,  and  at  the  awful 
appearance  of  famine,  but  having  been  much  in 
prayer  to  my  God,  I  begin  this  day  to  lift  up  my 
head  in  hope  that  God  hath  not  forgotten  to  be 
gracious,  though  we  oft  forget  to  be  dependent, 
and  likewise  to  be  thankful.  0  my  dear  little 
one,  we  have  a  God  graciously  severe,  who  will 
sorely  try  us,  and  that  my  soul  knows,  but  his 
loving  kindness  is  as  sure  as  his  rod  ;  wounding 
and  healing,  withdrawing  and  returning,  bringing 
down  and  lifting  up,  searching  after  our  sins  and 
discovering  ihe  atonement ;  being  left  to  offend 
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him  and  he  giving  us  a  sweet  godly  sorrow  for 
it,  fasting  and  feasting,  appearing  black  and 
appearing  comely,  going  in  to  find  pasture  and 
out  to  feel  our  need  of  it,  days  of  mourning  and 
days  of  rejoicings,  are  inseparably  connected  to 
gether.  And  so  my  dear  little  one  will  find  it, 
and  by  these  means  she  will  go  from  strength  to 
strength,  and  see  her  way  shine  more  and  more, 
but  without  these  changes  she  will  not  set  one 
step,  nor  advance  one  inch  ;  when  trials  come 
not  on,  we  stand  stone  still.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  my  little  one,  as  young  loves,  wants  much 
to  see  her  lover,  but  patience  must  have  its  per 
fect  work. 

I  pay  you  a  visit  every  day,  whether  you  see 
me  or  not,  and  nothing  sure  do  I  long  to  see 
more  than  the  wedding  day  of  my  poor  little 
one,  and  whenever  it  comes  it  will  be  the  day  of 
the  gladness  of  the  bridegroom's  heart,  for  he 
is  as  much  set  upon  it  as  you  are,  or  he  would 
not  have  begun  to  woo  thee,  for  he  is  the  last 
that  thou  though  test  to  make  choice  of  ;  any 
thing  before  him,  but  now  he  is  the  chiefest 
among  ten  thousand,  and  the  altogether  lovely. 
The  Lord  hasten  the  match,  so  says  the  friend  of 
the  bridegroom,  and  thy  friend  in  him. 
Dear  little  one,  adieu. 

Kind  love  to  father. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


231 
LETTER     CCLI. 

TO    THE    SAME. 
MY    POOR    LITTLE    DEAR, 

I  WAS  sony  to  hear  by  yours  to  your  sister,  that 
you  are  so  low,  but  believe  me  your  consolations 
will  never  abound  but  as  your  sufferings  abound. 
No  crosses,  no  comforts ;  no  furnace- work,  no 
purity  ;  no  bitter  herbs,  no  appetite ;  no  appetite, 
no  banquet.  Prosperity  always  follows  adversity, 
and  nothing  is  so  much  to  be  dreaded  as  sloth, 
ease,  carnal  security,  and  cold  indifference;  a  life 
less  life,  an  hopeless  hope,  and  a  lingering 'fear 
less  fear. 

From  vessel  to  vessel,  from  wave  to  wave,  from 
sinking  to  swimming,  from  bitter  to  sweet,  from 
darkness  to  light ;  visits  and  absence,  budding 
and  blighting,  flourishing  and  withering,  must 
attend  all  those  who  have  life  in  their  souls,  the 
fear  of  God  in  their  hearts,  and  who  are  not 
appointed  unto  wrath,  but  to  obtain  the  salvation 
that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  with  eternal  glory.  There 
fore  let  my  poor  little  one  expect  it,  it  is  my 
portion,  and  it  must  be  yours,  and  there  can  be 
no  growth  without  it ;  "  By  these  things  men 
live,  and  in  all  these  things  is  the  life  of  our 
spirits."  Be  much  alone  -  -  without  private 
prayer,  reading,  thinking,  and  meditating,  all  is 
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vain.  Company  does  an  heaven-bound  soul  little 
good,  it  must  be  carried  on  and  settled  between 
God  and  conscience.  Farewell.  Eemember  me 
to  your  father. 

Your's  in  faith  and  love, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEK   CCLII. 
TO    THE    SAME. 

Cricklewood,  Edgware  Road. 
Dearly  Beloved  Sisters  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

I  AM  constrained  to  send  a  few  lines  to  enquire 
after  Betsy's  health,  hoping  that  her  faith  is  strong 
in  him  who  took  our  infirmities,  and  bore  our 
sicknesses,  and  will  make  all  our  bed  in  our  sick 
ness,  and  make  it  easy  too  when  our  heart  and 
mind  are  stayed  and  reclined  upon  his  free,  sove 
reign,  unchangeable,  and  everlasting  love,  which 
enables  us  to  hope  to  the  end,  and  to  defy  the 
devil  with  all  his  arts,  darts,  and  blasphemous 
suggestions.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  "Thou 
shalt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night :  nor 
for  the  arrow  that  flieth  by  day  :  nor  for  the  pes 
tilence  that  walketh  in  darkness :  nor  for  the 
destruction  that  wasteth  at  noon-day.  A  thou 
sand  shall  fall  at  thy  side,  and  ten  thousand  at 
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thy  right  hand,  but  no  plague  shall  come  nigh  thy 
dwelling,"  Psal.  xci.  5 — 7  ;  this  I  know  to  be 
true  by  long  and  blessed  experience,  for  our  God 
is  faithful  to  his  word,  and  will  never  suffer  his 
promises  to  fall  to  the  ground,  or  to  fail  them 
who  rely  upon  his  promising  encouragements  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

The  broken  and  contrite  heart,  the  believing 
heart,  and  the  heart  that  hopes  in  his  mercy,  are 
his  own  living  temples  ;  in  these  he  will  for  ever 
dwell,  and  that  in  order  to  strengthen  us:  "My 
flesh  and  ray  heart  faileth,"  saith  the  Psalmist ; 
"  but  God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my 
portion  for  ever,"  Psal.  Ixxiii.  26.  I  will  revive 
the  heart  of  the  humble,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
contrite  ones,  Isai.  Ivii.  15.  Again,  Christ  dwells 
in  the  heart  by  faith ;  he  first  comes  as  a  king 
and  a  conqueror,  he  wounds  us  and  makes  us  sub 
mit  ;  and  then  he  comes  as  a  physician,  he  binds 
up  the  broken  heart,  brings  health  and  cure  and 
cures  us,  and  reveals  to  us  the  abundance  of  peace 
and  truth.  After  this  he  comes  as  a  lover,  pre 
sents  his  bright,  glorious,  and  comforting  pre 
sence  to  us,  and  proposes  a  match  with  our  souls  • 
this  kills  us  quite,  this  melts  us,  this  swallows  us 
up,  it  is  too  great,  this  we  cannot  believe :  then 
he  gives  us  a  sight  of  his  sufferings,  and  a  feeling 
sense  of  them,  and  of  his  dying  love,  and  then 
we  must  submit,  confess,  and  say  it  is  truth,  and 
so  yield  the  obedience  of  faith ;  this  knits  the 
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knot,  his  bowels  of  loving  kindness  flow  out,  and 
ours  melt  down  under  the  wonderful  operation, 
and  from  that  day  forward  we  are  joined  to  the 
Lord,  and  made  one  spirit  with  him.  Love  is  the 
uniting  bond  which  shall  never  be  dissolved  in 
this  world,  nor  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

And  as  for  thee,  sister  Nanny,  I  tell  thee,  that 
as  sure  as  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  the  Son 
of  the  Father  in  truth  and  love,  and  as  sure  as  I 
am  a  poor  unworthy  prophet  of  his,  so  surely  will 
he  manifest  himself  to  thee,  and  pour  out  upon 
thee  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  thou 
shalt  have  a  believing  view  of  that  just  one,  and 
shall  confess  that  he  is  the  faithful  and  true  wit 
ness,  and  that  he  confirms  the  word  of  his  ser 
vants,  and  performs  the  counsel  of  his  messengers, 
for  none  shall  ever  seek  his  face  in  vain.  I  was 
in  hope  of  seeing  you  and  your  sister  this  autumn, 
but  it  is  otherwise  ordered  now.  Shall  long  to 
know  how  Betsy  is,  for  if  she  continues  ill,  will 
if  possible  come  to  see  her.  My  kind  respects  to 
her,  and  to  your  father,  and  accept  the  same. 
Euth  and  Naomi  join  in  love. 

Ever  your's  in  faithfulness,  truth,  and  love, 

HUNTINGDON. 
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LETTER    CCLIII. 

TO    THE    SAME. 
LNN, 

J  HAVE  wished  much  to  know  how  your  poor 
father  got  home,  and  how  you  both  are  now  in 
health,  and  could  but  wonder  how  L.  could  write, 
and  never  mention  how  either  you  or  your  father 
are.  I  was  very  sorry  that  I  saw  not  your  father 
when  in  town,  but  when  I  heard  that  he  was  so 
ill  I  could  not  expect  it.  Have  no  doubt  that  you 
find  yourself  at  a  loss,  and  rather  solitary  through 
your  father's  indisposition,  and  want  of  your  old 
companions,  but  no  place  under  the  sun  can  set 
us  out  of  sight,  out  of  reach,  or  out  of  the  pre 
sence  of  the  omnipresent  God ;  and  as  a  God  in 
Christ,  and  in  covenant,  he  promises  to  be  a  little 
sanctuary  in  all  places  whither  his  people  may 
come.  He  is  our  hiding  place,  refuge,  and  strong 
hold,  our  fortress,  high  tower,  our  rest,  and  our 
dwelling  place  in  all  generations ;  and  faith  knows 
her  way  to  him,  and  fervent  and  effectual  prayer 
will  reach  his  ear,  however  dark  we  may  be  in 
the  direction  of  it. 

Endeavour  to  keep  this  intercourse  open  by 
paying  constant  visits  at  court,  where  and  only 
where  our  grievances  can  be  redressed,  our  wants 
supplied,  and  our  minds  eased.  While  constant 
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prayer  keeps  the  gate  of  life,  and  the  door  of 
hope  displayed,  the  troubled  soul  will  always  find 
an  asylum,  for  God  is  our  only  centre  and  our 
home ;  and  when  our  thoughts,  our  confidences, 
and  our  hopes  can  find  no  shelter  there,  it  is  in 
vain  to  seek  it  elsewhere,  for  all  besides  are 
broken  cisterns,  refuges  of  lies,  and  cutting  dis 
appointments,  therefore  by  no  means  get  into  a 
slothful  neglect  of  this  highest  of  all  privileges. 
And  as  this  is  the  great  and  unspeakable  grant  of 
God  to  all  believers,  so  the  prayer  of  the  upright 
is  the  delight  of  the  Lord  ;  and  those  families  of 
the  earth  are  deplorably  threatened  with  fury, 
that  call  not  upon  his  name.  Be  so  kind  as  to 
tender  my  best  respects  to  your  father,  and  be  so 
kind  as  to  send  me  a  line  how  he  does,  and  how 
you  are,  and  how  matters  are  within,  and  you  will 
much  oblige, 

Dear  Ann, 

Your  willing  Servant,  and  affectionate  Friend, 

W.H.  S.S. 


LETTER  CCLIY. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

To  the  Poor  Little  Ones,  Greeting, 
BELOVED    girls,  you   must   not  wonder   if  you 
should  see  the  poor  despised  Doctor  come  sud 
denly  upon  you  on  Wednesday  evening  next; 
but  be  not  afraid,  for  though  I  come  as  a  thief, 
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and  aim  to  catch  you  with  guile,  I  shall  not 
plunder  or  make  a  gain  of  you.  I  do  long  to  be 
present,  and  to  put  up  my  poor  imperfect  prayers 
in  behalf  of  your  poor  father,  in  which  I  have  no 
doubt  but  you  will  heartily  join  with  me.  I  ex 
pect  to  come  in  company  with  -  — ,  we  are  on 
an  intended  journey  to  Newark  upon  Trent,  if 
the  Lord  permit,  and  therefore  intend  visiting 
the  little  ones  on  the  way,  and  taking  a  bed  with 
them.  And  now  for  a  word  of  advice ;  as  you 
are  deprived  of  the  means,  attend  to  prayer  and 
reading,  that  you  may  not  go  back,  and  remember 
that  the  Lord  promises  to  be  a  little  sanctuary  in 
all  places  where  his  children  may  go.  My  kind 
love  to  your  father,  and  accept  the  same  from, 
Your  affectionate  friend, 

W.  II.  S.  S. 


LETTER  CCLY. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Newark,  Tuesday  Morning. 
DEAR    LITTLE    ONES, 

GRACE,  mercy,  and  peace  be  at  R.  I  reached 
this  place  in  safety,  have  preached  three  times, 
and  the  God  of  all  consolation  was  with  me  each 
time,  and  that  with  liberty  and  power.  Alarmed, 
awakened,  tried,  and  enlightened  souls  flock  from 
almost  all  parts  within  the  distance  of  thirty  miles 
round.  There  is  indeed  a  famine  of  hearing  the 
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word  of  the  Lord  in  this  place,  and  in  all  the 
adjacent  parts.  I  have  invitations  from  all  parts. 
I  cannot  get  to  York,  they  will  detain  me  in 
Nottinghamshire.  To-morrow  I  preach  at  E. 
then  at  K  and  then  at  S.  and  C.  and  I  know  not 
where :  but  my  soul  is  in  the  work,  and  I  am 
amazed  how  God  has  owned  and  blessed  my 
books ;  they  are  with  the  Bible,  their  only  food, 
through  the  blessing  of  Christ  upon  them.  I 
believe  I  could  travel  through  the  nation,  and 
have  all  my  expenses  borne,  they  are  so  thirsty 
for  the  waters  of  life  ;  and  my  soul  seems  as  full 
of  good  tidings.  I  purpose  to  order  matters  so 
as  to  spend  a  day  or  two  with  the  poor  little  ones, 
if  the  Lord  permit,  and  shall  endeavour  to  let 
them  know  when  they  may  expect  me,  and  then  I 
hope  your  poor  father  will  be  able  to  go  with  me 
in  a  post  chaise ;  tender  my  kind  love  to  him, 
and  tell  him  that  he  has  a  share  in  my  poor 
feeble  petitions.  Be  much  in  prayer,  reading, 
and  thinking,  and  be  sure  to  bless,  praise,  and 
thank  God  in  Christ's  name  for  every  smile,  ray, 
beam,  revival,  refreshing,  comfort,  hope,  sensa 
tion,  favour,  or  kind  providence  that  turns  up  on 
your  side.  The  Lord  cannot  endure  ingratitude, 
or  unthankfulness,  therefore  be  observant,  be 
diligent,  be  fervent,  be  attentive  to  his  hand  and 
handyworks.  My  kind  love  to  your  father,  and 
and  my  kind  love  accept ,  from 

Your  willing,  affectionate,  and  faithful 

friend  in  Christ  Jesus,         S.  S. 
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LETTER  CCLYI. 
TO  MRS.  T. 


my  daughter  Ruth  brought  your  kind 
respects  to  me,  and  your  request  of  an  interest  in 
my  poor  prayers,  which  I  hope  God  will  hear  in 
your  behalf,  I  thought  that  ii  I  sent  you  a  line 
it  would  not  be  disagreeable  or  unacceptable  to 
you.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  temporal  troubles, 
nor  with  soul  distress,  I  was  long  the  quintessence 
of  misery,  a  poor,  burthened,  forlorn  outcast,  that 
none  sought  after  or  cared  for ;  but  in  answer  to 
a  few  poor  feeble  petitions,  put  up  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  in  truth  and  love, 
the  Lord  delivered  me.  He  is  the  miserable 
sinner's  only  friend,  the  sick  soul's  great  physician, 
and  the  lost  sheep's  only  shepherd;  an  able,  a 
willing,  an  all-sufficient  Saviour,  suitable  to  the 
sinner's  case,  exactly  agreeable  to  his  wish, 
having  all  fulness  in  him,  and  infinite  satisfaction 
for  all  that  trust  in  his  holy  name. 

He  tells  us  to  call  upon  him  in  the  time  of 
trouble,  and  that  he  will  deliver  us,  and  we  shall 
glorify  him ;  and  whosoever  cometh  unto  him  he 
will  in  no  wise  cast  them  out,  for  he  came  to  call 
sinners  to  repentance,  and  to  seek  and  save  that 
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which  was  lost,  and  I  am  a  living  witness  of  his 
faithfulness  and  truth.  I  was  weary  and  heavy 
laden  enough  God  knows,  but  I  found  rest  in 
him  for  my  soul,  and  he  will  be  found  of  them 
that  seek  him,  for  he  has  promised  that  they  who 
call  upon  him  shall  be  saved,  and  that  he  will  be 
near  to  them  that  haply  feel  after  him.  His 
precious  blood  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin,  his  grace 
is  sufficient  to  support  and  comfort  us  under  every 
loss,  trouble,  or  disappointment ;  and  it  is  to  his 
honour  and  our  comfort  that  we  let  our  request 
be  made  known  unto  him,  that  we  cast  all  our 
burthens  and  our  cares  upon  him,  for  he  careth 
for  us.  Hannah  poured  out  her  soul  before  him 
at  Shiloh,  and  went  away  with  her  countenance 
no  more  sad.  Eahab  and  Euth  fled  to  him  for 
shelter  and  protection,  and  both  found  it ;  a 
friend  of  the  friendless,  a  husband  to  the  widow, 
and  a  father  of  the  fatherless,  is  the  Lord  in  his 
holy  habitation. 

And  as  for  thy  son,  God  is  the  God  of  the  seas 
as  well  as  the  land ;  he  appeared  to  the  disciples 
in  a  storm,  to  Moses  in  a  bush,  to  Paul  on  the 
plains  of  Damascus,  and  to  me  in  a  garden. 
Commit  thy  son  to  the  Lord,  that  is  the  only  way 
to  preserve  him;  do  as  Jacob  did  to  his  sons, 
God  give  you  favour  in  the  sight  of  the  man 
that  he  may  send  away  your  brother  Benjamin  ; 
and  the  next  news  was  that  Benjamin  was  re 
turned,  and  that  Joseph  was  alive,  and  surely 


Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
for  ever.  Dear  Madam,  farewell,  grace  and  peace 
be  with  thee.  So  prays, 

Thy  willing  Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER     CCLVII. 

TO   MISS   T. 
BELOVED     OF     liOD, 

I  RECEIVED  your  last  letter,  but  am  a  man  in 
much  business  and  therefore  have  been  silent  to 
thce,  though  thou  hast  not  been  so  to  me.  I 
bless  my  God  the  dear  Redeemer  of  my  soul  is 
still  with  me,  and  has  caused  much  of  his  good 
ness  to  pass  before  me.  and  my  faith  hath  work 
enough  to  follow  after,  and  to  wonder  at  his  good 
ness  to  the  children  of  men.  The  life  of  faith  is 
a  mysterious  life ;  by  faith  in  Christ's  obedience 
we  are  made  just ;  by  faith  in  his  blood  we  come 
out  of  the  pit  wherein  is  no  water ;  by  faith  in 
his  arm  we  are  made  strong ;  by  faith  in  his  love 
we  are  made  free  ;  by  faith  in  his  fulness  we  are 
supplied  ;  and  by  faith  in  his  victory  we  overcome 
the  world.  The  business  of  faith  is  to  go  to 
market,  go  on  messages,  and  to  fetch  errands ; 
wine  and  milk  must  be  bought  without  money 
and  without  price,  but  if  we  mix  not  faith  with 
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the  word,  we  get  neither.  Every  message  sent 
to  heaven  must  be  carried  by  faith,  whatever  you 
ask  believing  ye  shall  receive ;  strength,  comfort, 
peace  and  joy  must  be  all  brought  in  by  faith. 
Eaith  is  an  excellent  beggar,  and  all  that  she 
gets  she  gives  to  the  soul :  "I  live  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and  gave 
himself  for  me."  All  medicines  are  brought 
in  and  brought  home  by  the  same  hand;  Be- 
lievest  thou  that  I  am  able  to  do  this  for  thee  ? 
Yea,  Lord;  then  according  to  your  faith  be  it 
unto  you ;  go  in  peace,  and  be  whole  of  thy 
plague. 

The  business  of  faith  is  to  be  before  us,  and 
beforehand  with  every  thing ;  it  is  the  substance 
of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things 
not  seen.  It  is  by  faith  we  walk,  and  not  by 
sight,  what  we  do  not  believe  to  be  true  we  dare 
not  receive,  what  we  believe  to  be  wrong  we 
dare  not  do,  and  the  ways  we  are  sure  are  per 
verse  these  we  dare  not  go.  If  unbelief  and 
carnal  reason  are  consulted  before  faith,  we  halt 
and  hobble,  and  as  soon  as  faith  works  we  go  all 
that  ground  over  again.  If  sin  or  guilt  be  com 
mitted  or  contracted,  there  is  a  stand,  a  stop,  a 
let  in  our  pilgrimage,  till  faith  deals  with  the 
atonement,  then  we  make  straight  paths  for  our 
feet,  lest  that  which  is  lame  be  turned  out  of  the 
way ;  let  it  rather  be  healed.  If  we  get  shut  up 
in  legal  bondage,  there  is  no  coming  forth,  nor 


243 

going  on  again  till  faith  works  by  love  ;  no  grati 
tude  to  God  till  we  believe  this,  that,  and  every 
trial  shall  work  together  for  good.  Faith's  busi 
ness  is  to  see  things  that  are  invisible  and  realize 
them,  to  obtain  and  apply  promises,  to  embrace 
Christ,  and  to  call  in  love  to  admire  and  adoro 
the  object  embraced.  Faith  sweeps  the  house 
and  purifies  the  heart,  and  gives  Christ  a  resi 
dence  and  a  throne  there;  "That  Christ  muy 
dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith."  Faith  fixes  her 
eyes  on  the  king  in  his  beauty,  and  on  that  land 
which  is  very  far  off,  and  tells  us  in  due  time 
that  we  shall  arrive  there ;  he  that  believes  shall 
be  saved. 

Faith  is  as  busy  in  the  heart  as  a  bee  in  the 
hive,  and  is  very  fond  of  Hying  about  when  the 
sun  of  righteousness  arises  and  shines.  The  pro 
mises  are  the  comb,  and  the  sweetness  in  them  is 
the  grace,  blessings,  aud  comforts  promised  in 
these ;  these  faith  squeezes  into  the  soul,  which 
makes  the  little  book  sweeter  than  honey.  The 
promises  are  the  breast,  and  faith  milks  first  one, 
and  then  runs  and  fetches  another  and  squeezes 
that  out;  this  is  milking  Zion's  breast  of  con 
solations,  until  we  are  delighted  with  the  abund 
ance  of  her  glory  ;  thus  the  new  born  babe  feeds 
upon,  and  craves  after,  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
word :  honey  and  milk  shall  every  one  eat  that 
is  left  in  the  land.  After  this  banquetting  is  a 
little  over,  faith  extends  our  views,  and  makes  us 


244 

sec  afar  off ;  she  likewise  feeds  us  with  knowledge 
and  understanding.  As  the  faith  of  God's  elect 
she  feeds  us  with  election,  predestination,  and 
the  secret  purposes  of  God,  his  covenants,  coun 
sels,  faithfulness,  truth,  and  the  immutability  of 
his  perfections,  and  so  leads  us  to  live  upon  strong 
meat,  to  feed  on  more  distant  views,  prospects, 
and  upon  future  glory.  Fare  thee  well,  peace 
and  truth  be  with  thee, 

So  prays, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE    CCLVIII. 

Thursday  Morning. 

I  HOPE  my  friend  is  well,  haye  sent  her  my  Sea 
Voyage  for  her  perusal,  and  as  I  know  she  is 
embarked  in  the  same  ship,  I  hope  she  will  meet 
with  some  of  her  own  experience  in  it ;  I  wish 
her  a  prosperous  voyage.  The  ship  is  the  cove 
nant  of  free  grace ;  the  Captain  is  the  Saviour ; 
the  sea  is  this  troublesome  world ;  the  rigging  is 
love,  mercy,  and  truth;  the  three  fathoms  are 
the  revealed  affection  of  the  Trinity.  Christ, 
his  word,  and  grace,  are  the  three  anchors ;  the 
lion,  ram,  and  milky  way,  are  the  light  of  the 
Trinity.  The  intent  of  sending  this  is  that  you 
may  sup  with  us  on  board,  and  so  have  a  united 
anticipation  with  my  mind  and  thoughts  since  I 


245 


saw  you  last.  I  have  another  work  in  hand 
which  when  finished  you  will  receive.  I  have 
at  times  thought  that  you  was  ill,  but  I  hope 
not.  My  wife  is  poorly,  the  little  one  is  well, 
and  the  children  gut  well  over  the  small  pox. 
Excuse  haste.  Farewell. 

Thy  willing  Servant  in  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

WM.  HUXTINGTON. 


LETTER     CCLIX. 

TO   MISS  T. 

I  RECEIVED  ray  little  one's  letter,  am  glad  to  hear 
she  got  down  so  well,  and  that  she  is  so  much 
better,  and  do  hope,  as  her  native  air  seems  so 
well  to  agree  with  her,  that  her  frail  tabernacle 
will  come  under  God  to  some  degree  of  estab 
lishment  ;  but  above  all  I  wish  that  the  health 
of  her  countenance  and  her  God,  may  be  present 
with  and  precious  to  her.  The  voice  of  atoning 
blood  in  the  conscience,  the  unction  of  God's 
Spirit  on  the  mind,  and  the  wedding  garment  on 
the  soul,  is  the  only  health  of  the  saint :  "  Say 
ye  to  the  righteous  it  shall  be  well  with  him." 
As  for  our  earthly  house  the  leprosy  is  in  the 
walls,  it  is  infected ;  infirmities  must  invade  it, 
make  head  and  prey  upon  it,  in  order  to  bring  it 
to  its  decreed  doom  ;  "  To  dust  thou  shalt  return.'' 
But  0  my  soul  thou  art  of  nobler  rank,  of  higher 
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extract,  and  of  divine  origin !  God  is  the  Father 
of  spirits ;  these  were  breathed  into  our  nostrils, 
and  under  a  second  breathing  of  him  whose 
mouth  is  most  sweet,  these  shall  soar  aloft  and 
be  made  perfect,  this  is  their  native  seat,  and 
God  their  only  centre. 

In  these  mysterious  and  celestial  regions,  the 
inhabitants  shall  no  more  say  I  am  sick,  for  God 
is  their  health,  and  they  shall  be  filled  with  all 
his  fulness,  and  God  be  all  in  all ;  all  to  them, 
and  all  in  them.  Oh,  the  inconceivable  wonder  I 
u  Thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all  gener- 
atiocs,"  Psal.  xc.  1.  "  Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  walk  in  him,"  Eom.  xiii.  14.  And 
no  less  than  this,  is  being  clothed  with  our  house 
that  is  from  above,  for  mortality  must  be  put  off, 
and  immortality  must  be  put  on  these  frail  taber 
nacles  ;  when  he  who  only  hath  immortality  shall 
appear,  then,  but  not  till  then,  shall  all  our  joys 
be  full,  all  our  longing  and  reeking  desires  and 
appetites  be  satiated  :  "  I  shall  be  satisfied  when 
I  awake  with  thy  likeness,"  Psal.  xvii.  15.  This 
is  the  hope  set  before  us,  and  this  is  the  finishing 
stroke  to  mercy's  fabric,  and  the  full  execution 
of  the  eternal  plan  !  "  He  shall  bring  forth  the 
top  stone  thereof  with  shoutings,  crying,  Grace, 
grace  unto  it,"  Zech.  iv.  7.  Mr.  B.  and  the  two 
ladies  are  with  us ;  the  old  gentleman  and  Betsy 
are  very  happy,  poor  Mary  is  in  a  low  place. 
Naomi  joins  in  love  to  your  Ladyship  and  little 
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Ann.    Commending  you  both  to  your  shield,  and 
to  the  lifter  up  of  your  head  I  rest, 

Your's  in  him, 

S.  S. 


LETTEE    CCLX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Dearly  Beloved  of  God,  and  Beloved  Sister  in  Christ. 
GLAD  was  I  to  see  at  my  return  home  last  night, 
a  letter  from  theo  ;  I  had  been  from  home  ever 
since  Tuesday  morning,  but  had  often  visited 
thee  in  thought,  in  mind,  in  union,  and  in  affec 
tion.  None  but  God  and  the  saint  knows  the 
lustre,  the  brilliancy,  the  glory  and  the  majesty, 
the  soul-enriching,  soul-ennobling,  the  princely 
dignity,  and  the  soul-humbling,  soul-dissolving, 
soul-emptying  operations  of  infinite  divinity  whicli 
the  soul  passes  under  and  is  enwrapped  with, 
when  the  Son  of  God  visits  his  brido,  and  makes 
the  first  discoveries  of  his  eternal  love  to  her. 
Every  thing  earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish  disap 
pears,  and  the  whole  soul  is  engaged  with  in 
visible  realities,  more  excellent  than  tho  moun 
tains  of  prey,  and  more  precious  than  the  golden 
wedge  of  Ophir ;  more  durable  than  the  sun, 
more  profound  than  all  the  depths  of  nature,  and 
more  immense  than  the  universal  globe. 

Heaven  itself  forbids  not  the  ravishing  ascen- 
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sion  of  our  minds,  nor  refuseth  the  admittance 
of  our  captivated  thoughts,  and  renewed  affec 
tions  ;  the  heart  rises  up  to  the  place  where  its 
treasure  is,  hope  casts  her  anchor  within  the  vail, 
and  the  soul  sits  together  with  Christ  in  heavenly 
places  ;  this  is  the  first  resurrection,  it  is  rising 
from  a  death  in  sin  to  newness  of  life,  under  the 
operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God  :  "  With  my 
dead  body  shall  they  arise,"  saith  the  Saviour  ; 
"awake  and  sing  thou  that  dwellest  in  the  dust, 
for  thy  dew  shall  be  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and  the 
earth  shall  cast  out  her  dead,"  Isai.  xxvi.  19. 
And  true  it  is,  for  the  earth  or  earthly-minded 
men  do  cast  out  and  abhor  them  that  God  quick 
ens  ;  but  we  shall  sing  when  envy  slays  the  silly 
ones,  who  hate  God,  and  the  admirers  of  him  ; 
and  the  dew  of  his  grace  shall  make  us  a  sweet 
savour  in  Christ,  when  the  stink  of  their  camps 
shall  come  up  into  his  nostrils. 

Oh  Betty!  what  hath  the  Lord  wrought? 
What  hath  he  done  for  us  ?  And  what  shall  be 
the  end  of  these  wonders  ?  We  shall  see  him  as 
he  is,  and  be  like  him  ;  he  shall  change  our  vile 
bodies ;  and  fashion  them  like  unto  his  glorious 
body ;  mortality  shall  be  swallowed  up  of  life,  and 
immortality  be  all  in  all :  then  the  inhabitants 
shall  no  more  say  I  am  sick,  for  the  people  that 
dwell  in  the  realms  of  bliss  shall  be  forgiven 
their  iniquity;  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne  shall  feed  them,  and  God  shall  wipe  all 
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tears  from  all  faces  ;  sorrow  and  sighing  shall 
take  their  flight,  and  celestial  pleasure  shall  over 
flow,  while  fulness  and  satisfaction  abounding 
shall  superabound,  till  all  old  tilings  are  buried 
in  oblivion,  and  all  new  things  for  ever  possessed, 
and  for  ever  in  view. 

I  thank  my  God  upon  every  remembrance  of 
thce  and  thy  sister,  knowing,  beloved,  your  elec 
tion  of  God  by  the  chastening,  supporting,  en 
couraging,  continuing,  and  delivering  power 
which  hath  been  put  forth  and  displayed  in  be 
half  of  thee  and  poor  Ann,  who  I  know  is  in  the 
bundle  of  life,  and  in  the  book  of  God's  elec 
tion,  in  the  heart  of  Christ,  in  the  promise  of 
God,  and  in  the  affections  of  the  least  of  all 
saints.  I  am  much  bent  upon  seeing  thee,  but 
have  many  difficulties,  invitations  to  preach,  £c. 
to  encounter ;  nevertheless,  hope  next  week  if 
God  permit,  and  nothing  unforeseen  prevent,  to 
have  that  pleasure.  Tender  my  most  cordial 
affection  to  Nancy,  and  accept  the  same  from, 
Yours  in  the  noblest  of  all  ties,  and  in 
the  prospects  of  the  brightest  views, 

W.H.  S.S. 
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LETTEE    CCLXI. 

TO    THE    SAME. 
MY   DEAR   LITTLE    ONE, 

THE  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  thy  pre 
sent  support,  thy  constant  attendant,  thy  deliver 
er,  thy  aim,  and  thy  ultimate  end.  I  am  poorly 
and  low  with  a  bad  cold,  loss  of  appetite,  and 
shortness  of  breath,  and  was  very  sorry  to  hear 
of  thy  disastrous  relapse ;  but  .we  are  born  to 
trouble,  as  wave  follows  wave,  and  shall  never 
find  either  rest  or  refuge  but  by  faith  in  the 
wounds  of  the  Son  of  God.  In  his  stripes  there- 
is  healing,  in  his  chastisements  there  is  peace  ; 
and  as  it  pleased  God  to  bruise  him,  in  his  bruises 
there  is  divine  pleasure,  and  in  his  dying  love 
there  is  rest,  and  in  his  righteousness  quietness 
and  assurance  for  ever,  attended  with  plenteous 
redemption.  I  have  no  object  for  my  hopes,  no 
centre  for  my  thoughts,  nor  satisfaction  for  my 
longing  soul  but  this ;  this  is  the  only  hope  and 
meeting  place  of  sinners,  the  conscious  soul's  last 
retreat,  the  desperate  patient's  last  physician,  and 
the  perishing  soul's  eternal  banquet. 

However  useful  we  may  be  in  his  cause,  now- 
ever  fruitful  in  life,  however  divinely  taught  or 
deeply  experienced;  however  stedfast,  valiant, 
faithful  or  laborious,  it  must  all  be  laid  aside  in 
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point  of  dependance  and  acceptance  with  God. 
The  one  hour  labourer  fared  as  well,  and  re 
ceived  as  much  as  he  that  bore  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day  ;  he  must  in  his  last  stage,  as  well 
as  in  the  first,  fall  helpless,  worthless,  and  as  un 
profitable  into  the  hands  of  an  almighty,  most 
merciful,  most  faithful,  and  never  failing  Saviour ; 
and  so  leave  every  fruit  to  be  taken  notice  of  and 
brought  forth  in  the  great  day,  by  him  who  makes 
the  tree  good,  and  who  says,  '  From  me  is  your 
fruit  found.'  Hero  my  little  deur  we  are  all  com 
plete,  but  in  the  law  all  condemned,  in  Adam  all 
lost,  at  the  bar  of  conscience  oft  culpable,  in  the 
sight  of  God  all  corrupt  ;  but  in  the  representa 
tive  without  fault  before  the  throne,  so  God  says, 
and  so  I  believe. 

Christ  took  our  flesh  into  union  with  his  divin 
ity,  and  so  we  became  one  as  fouudation  and 
superstructure,  stock  and  branch,  surety  and 
debtor,  man  and  wife  are  one  ;  in  him  we  lived 
and  moved,  in  him  we  suffi-red  and  died,  in  him 
we  rose,  ascended,  and  sit  down  in  heavenly 
places,  and  there  God  views  us ;  in  him  he  loves 
us,  and  by  him  he  will  display  the  riches  of  his 
grace  in  the  eternal  glorification  of  us  all.  In 
these  views  faith  will  stand  her  ground  and  main 
tain  her  hold  against  every  assault,  and  all  that  I 
have  written  lays  in  these  words:  "They  over 
came  him  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the 
word  of  their  testimony,"  Eev.  xii.  11;  they 
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trusted  in  Christ,  and  relied  upon  the  word  of 
God.  My  dear  little  one  farewell,  I  have  sent 
my  poor  prayers  to  God  before  I  began  to  scribble 
this.  My  best  wishes  to  your  father  and  sister. 
The  salutation  of  parson  Sack  with  his  own  hand, 
which  is  the  token  in  every  epistle  ;  so  I  write, 
and  so  you  believe. 

Ever  your'n  in  Christ, 

HUNTINGTON. 


LETTEE    CCLXIL 

TO    THE    SAME. 

1  MUST  send  a  few  scraps  to  my  poor  little  ones, 
because  they  seem  to  be  scattered  upon  the  moun 
tains  as  sheep  that  have  no  shepherd ;  but  the 
chief  shepherd  fills  both  heaven  and  earth,  so  that 
there  is  no  going  from  his  spirit,  or  fleeing  frjm 
his  presence.  He  is  near  to  them  that  are  of  a 
broken  heart,  and  saveth  such  as  be  of  a  contrite 
spirit.  Various  are  the  visits  that  he  pays 
to  the  children  of  men ;  sometimes  he  searches 
Jerusalem  as  with  c;indlcs,  to  discover  what  they 
are,  and  to  punish  them  that  are  settled  upon 
their  lees,  in  carnal  security  ;  "  All  the  churches 
shall  know  that  I  am  he  which  searcheth  the  reins 
and  hearts,"  Eev.  ii.  23.  At  other  times  he 
comes  like  a  severe  parent,  "I  will  visit  their 
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sins  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquities  with 
scourges,"  Pstil.  Ixxxix.  32 ;  these  are  fears, 
troubles,  reproofs  and  rebukes,  terrors  of  mind, 
and  lashes  of  conscience.  "  He  shall  stir  up 
jealousy  like  a  man  of  war,"  Isai.  xlii.  13;  this 
he  does  by  comforting  the  broken  and  contrite 
hearted,  and  appearing  to  take  no  notice  of  them 
that  are  more  at  ease,  and  more  careless ;  some 
times  speaks  a  word  in  their  favour,  0  visit  me 
with  thy  goodness,  saith  the  Psalmist ;  visit  me 
early  with  thy  mercy,  and  visit  me  with  thy  sal 
vation.  Blessed  are  they  that  feel  their  need  of 
him,  and  that  seek  him  with  their  whole  heart ; 
for  though  he  seem  for  awhile  to  hide  his  face,  yet 
surely,  "  The  needy  shall  not  always  be  forgotten, 
the  expectation  of  the  poor  shalJ  not  perish  for 
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Come  little  ones  take  heart,  be  of  good  courage, 
for  he  loves  them  that  love  him,  and  they  that 
seek  him  early  shall  find  him.  We  robbed 
poor  -  -  of  almost  all  her  heart,  and  left  her 
nothing  but  her  carcase  and  her  clothes  for  B. 
and  I  must  confess  that  she  stole  away  one  corner 
of  mine,  so  that  I  am  constrained  to  send  the 
contents  of  it  to  E.  Glad  am  I,  that  we  are 
now  of  one  heart,  making  up  our  happiness  in 
one  object,  meeting  in  one  centre,  drawing  in  one 
yoke :  Go  on,  my  dear  girls,  and  you  will  soou 
find  your  hearts  fixed,  and  your  souls  encom 
passed  about  with  songs  of  deliverance.  The 
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religion  of  Jesus  is  the  glory  of  our  land,  the 
cause  of  God,  and  the  salt  of  the  earth ;  it  makes 
this  world  a  bauble,  one's  own  heart  a  princi 
pality,  one's  home  a  Bethel;  it  gives  up  our 
conversation  to  another  world,  it  leads  us  to 
correspond  with  invisible  realities,  makes  crooked 
things  straight,  and  rough  places  plain.  It 
makes  a  sick-bed  easy,  and  the  day  of  death  to 
be  better  than  the  day  of  one's  birth,  because 
it  introduces  and  paves  the  way  to  the  wedding 
chamber,  and  shuts  out  all  our  rebellious  in 
firmities,  complaints,  jealousies,  disorders,  and 
love  sicknesses  ;  "  The  inhabitants  shall  no  more 
say  I  am  sick :  the  people  that  dwell  therein 
shall  be  forgiven  their  iniquity,"  Isai.  xxxiii.  24. 
The  spirit  of  Jesus  never  leaves  us  without  a 
friend  in  this  world,  nor  without  a  father,  nor 
without  a  token  for  good,  nor  without  a  compa 
nion  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother,  for  if  the 
God  of  heaven  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against 
us  ?  And  what  can  harm  those  who  have  got  the 
God  of  Jacob  for  their  portion  ?  You  must  take 
this  in  the  rough,  for  I  am  in  a  deal  of  business. 
My  respects  to  father,  and  accept  the  same 
from 

Your  affectionate  Friend 

and  willing  Servant, 

WM.  HUNTINGDON. 
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LETTER  C'CLXIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Monday  Morning,  4  o'clock. 

You  know  not  how  my  soul  was  rejoiced  to  hear 
from  my  poor  dear  little  ones.  Forget  you,  or 
cease  to  pray  for  yon,  I  cannot,  I  have  you  both 
in  my  heart  to  live  and  die  with  you,  and  indeed 
one  part  of  the  furniture  of  my  house  is  missing, 
if  neither  of  my  little  ones  is  in  it ;  would  have 
dropped  a  line  before,  but  Mr.  J.  and  several 
from  L.  came,  as  soon  as  one  poor  nurse  child 
was  gone.  Mr.  J — 's  chapel  is  shut  up  to  be 
painted,  so  that  he  has  been  here  ever  since  last 
Tuesday. 

My  dear  Redeemer  is  good  to  me,  he  hath  been 
with  me  much  in  his  own  work,  extending  my 
views,  supporting  and  enlarging  my  heart,  equip 
ping  me  with  fortitude  and  becoming  boldness, 
furnishing  me  with  arguments,  and  clothing  his 
word  with  power.  One  gentleman  came  last 
Saturday  from  G.  and  after  hearing  me  in  the 
morning  he  went  off  saying,  this  is  what  I  wanted, 
so  mightily  grows  the  word  of  the  Lord  and  pre 
vails,  and  so  extensively  does  God  spread  the 
fame  of  what  he  hath  done  for  his  poor  and  much 
despised  servant.  Whatever  you  do  cleave  to 
him,  he  is  a  refuge  for  us ;  you  may  dive  into  his 
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heart,  into  his  mind,  thoughts,  counsels,  purposes, 
and  covenant,  and  even  tell  his  thoughts  respect 
ing  yourselves.  0  how  sweet  are  thy  thoughts 
towards  me  !  how  great  is  the  sum  of  them. 
You  may  be  by  participation  beforehand  with  the 
inheritance,  for  we  are  raised  up  and  made  to  sit 
together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus ;  he 
is  in  our  name  and  nature  in  the  presence  of  God 
for  us,  as  our  forerunner,  sponsor,  and  head,  and 
we  in  him. 

0  my  sweet  ones,  what  has  he  done,  and  what 
has  he  in  reserve  for  us  ?  "  Eye  hath  not  seen, 
nor  ear  heard,  nor  heart  conceived !  But  God 
hath  revealed  them  to  us  by  his  Spirit ;  for  the 
Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea  the  deep  things  of 
God."  And  the  earnest  is  in  our  hearts,  the 
foretastes  of  glory  are  the  first-fruits  of  the  Spirit ; 
peace,  love,  joy,  life,  light,  rest,  and  consolations, 
are  blessings  of  an  eternal  date ;  all  these  will  go 
in  the  soul  to  glory,  these  we  shall  carry  with  us 
through  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
and  never  lose  them  nor  be  without  them  world 
without  end.  Betsy  do  come  to  see  me,  you 
know  not  how  much  I  long  for  you.  I  suppose 
your  sister  must  stay  at  home,  as  both  cannot  be 
spared.  My  love  to  your  father, 

Ever  your's,  Dear  Souls, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  CCLXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Thursday  afternoon. 

YOUR'S  dear  Betty  is  just  come  to  hand,  and  am 
glad  to  hear  you  are  better,  and  so  comfortably 
situated.  Your  father  has  been  with  us  ever 
since  we  returned,  he  is  pretty  well,  and  talks  of 
going  to  B.  to-morrow.  The  best  things  remain 
just  as  they  were,  without  any  alteration  or 
diminution.  Our  sole  and  only  landlord  is  heir 
of  all  things,  and  all  are  ours  in  him,  dealt  out  in 
weight  and  measure  as  need  requires,  and  as  the 
Spirit  moves  and  exercises  faith  to  plead,  to  crave, 
and  to  receive  them.  God  is  the  bank  of  faith, 
and  all  his  promises  bank-notes,  the  Spirit  enables 
us  to  carry  them  up  for  acceptance,  and  faith  gets 
cash  for  them  when  it  is  wanted. 

But  faith  has  a  better  provision  for  the  soul, 
and  the  just  must  live  by  faith  on  that,  and  most 
certain  it  is  that  faith  is  a  most  diligent,  bountiful, 
liberal  hand,  to  the  spiritually  poor  and  needy, 
for  all  that  she  can  gather,  reap,  lay  hold  of,  or 
get  by  begging,  she  gives  it  all  to  the  soul ;  and 
many  sweet  scraps,  crumbs,  fragments  and  drops 
does  she  bring  in.  She  is  a  bold  beggar,  and  an 
eloquent  pleader,  and  what  she  gets  she  will  not 
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easily  give  up,  being  good  at  hold  fast.  Many 
battles  does  she  fight  with  Satan,  and  many  re 
newed  acts  of  her  affiance  in  God,  even  when  we 
have  doubted  of  victory,  and  cast  away  our  con 
fidence,  and  foolishly  sunk  and  given  way  in  the 
field  of  action,  concluding  it  was  in  vain  to 
struggle  any  longer.  But  faith  lifts  up  her  head 
again  and  again,  renews  the  attack,  and  keeps 
the  field  ;  she  will  have  the  last  word  in  the 
argument,  and  give  the  last  blow  in  the  field, 
and  carry  off  both  the  standard  and  the  victory, 
and  no  wonder,  for  faith  is  born  of  God,  and, 
"  Whatsoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh  the 
world."  Oh !  how  high  the  extraction,  born  of 
God  !  andthow  strong  the  alliance  !  Faith  makes 
Christ's  strength  perfect  in  our  weakness ;  "  Trust 
in  the  Lord  for  ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is 
everlasting  strength." 

0  what  a  warrior  is  faith,  the  word  of  God  is 
her  sword,  the  finished  salvation  of  Christ  her 
breastplate,  and  God  her  shield ;  the  throne  of 
grace  is  her  armoury,  the  promises  her  encour 
agements,  and  the  blood  of  Christ  her  fountain, 
in  which  she  washes  the  garments  of  all  her 
soldiers  who  are  engaged  in  the  fight  of  faith, 
and  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  In  this  grace  lays 
our  claim  to  the  heavenly  treasure,  "  God  hath 
chosen  the  poor  of  this  world  rich  in  faith,  and 
heirs  of  the  kingdom  promised  to  all  them  that 
obey  him."  As  faith  operates  we  must  move, 
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every  act  of  faith  is  one  step  towards  the  king 
dom  ;  "  We  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight." 
The  last  step  that  she  will  take  in  us,  is  to  resign 
her  seat,  the  soul,  to  her  own  author  and  finisher ; 
"  The  end  of  faith  is  the  salvation  of  the  soul." 
Providence  Chapel  is  very  full,  Monkwell  is  shut 
up  to  be  repaired,  but  we  have  had  good  times  of 
late.  We  all  wish  to  see  thee.  Naomi  joins  me 
in  love. 

W.  H.  S.  8. 


LETTER    CCLXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

(JTLAD  was  I  my  dear  child  to  hear  that  thou 
wast  better,  and  that  I  had  a  ground  of  hope  of 
seeing  thee  once  more  in  the  flesh.  He  wounds 
and  his  hands  make  whole,  he  brings  down  and 
lifteth  up  ;  he  discovers  deep  things  out  of  dark 
ness,  and  bringeth  out  to  light  the  shadow  of 
death ;  he  displays  his  wonders  of  love  in  the 
depths  of  human  misery,  and  puts  forth  his  power 
in  human  weakness,  and  causes  all  his  goodness 
to  pass  before  us,  that  we  may  discern  the  lead 
ings  of  his  providence,  observe  the  work  of  his 
hands,  and  learn  to  follow  him  in  his  ways.  By 
these  means  he  captivates  our  thoughts,  culls 
forth  our  attention  after  him,  and  engrosses  our 
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affections  to  himself,  while  every  religious  awe 
at  his  judgments,  and  every  mental  respect  paid 
to  the  operations  of  his  hands,  have  a  devotion 
and  a  tincture  of  divinity  in  them:  "  He  that 
will  observe  these  things,  shall  understand  the 
loving  kindness  of  the  Lord  :  "  and  "  When  thy 
judgments  are  abroad  in  the  earth,  the  inhabi 
tants  of  the  world  will  learn  righteousness," 
Isai.  XKvi.  9. 

My  dear   child   now  sees  what  is  meant  by 
election,  for  she  sees  not  all  flesh  in  her  present- 
state,  and  must  acknowledge  that  God  hath  mercy 
on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  as  she  had  done  no 
more  than  myself  to  merit  it.     But  let  me  once 
caution  thee  to  beware  of  the  traps  and  snares  of 
this  delusive   world;   the  heart  will  slide  from 
the  sinner's  friend  with  a  deal  of  ease,  and  in  an 
imperceptible  manner,  but  all  the  way  back  is 
against  both  wind  and  tide ;  one  bask  in  momen 
tary  pleasure  is  succeeded  with  a  month  of  woe. 
Every  affection  that  wanders  or  is  alienated  from 
him,  incurs  his  high  resentment,  and  provokes 
the  Lord  to  jealousy,  which  he  is  sure  to  requite 
by  leaving  us  to  burn  in  suspicion  while  others 
are  indulged  in  our  sight ;  we  must  most  assuredly 
give  place  to  one  much  weaker  than  ourselves, 
and  with  shame  take  the  lowest  room  ;  this  is  the 
most  painful  sensation  that  ever  impressed  the 
human  mind,  it  leads  to  desperation,  and  almost 
to  madness.     The  Lord  is  jealous  of  the  heart 
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and  affections  of  his  people,  and  will  not  suffer  a 
rival  in  his  praise,  nor  in  their  love. 

I  once  knew  a  young  woman  upon  whom  the 
good  work  was  newly  begun,  she  began  to  loose 
her  bonds  and  to  get  comfort,  meekness,  and 
contrition,  the  Saviour  had  just  began  to  pay  his 
saving  visits  to  her,  and  a  sweet  simplicity  took 
place.  At  this  time  a  young  man  well  settled  in 
business,  and  much  above  her,  saw  her  humility, 
attention,  and  diligence,  and  was  smitten,  and 
followed  her,  and  offered  himself  to  her  ;  this 
was  soon  accepted,  and  during  the  courtship  her 
comforts  seem  to  increase.  After  some  months 
past  she  was  married,  and  as  she  thought  more 
happy  than  ever,  and  her  match  she  thought  was 
a  blessing  from  God ;  but  after,  like  Samson  she 
went  out  and  shook  herself,  but  wist  not  that  the 
Lord  was  departed  from  her  ;  he  gave  her  her 
heart's  desire,  but  sent  leanness  into  her  soul. 
She  is  now  near  her  time  with  the  fourth  child, 
but  has  never  lift  up  her  head  with  heavenly  joy 
since ;  the  first  match  was  interrupted,  and  has 
never  come  on  since.  They  increase  in  riches, 
but  she  is  racked  with  these  suspicions,  that  God 
has  put  her  off  with  a  portion  in  this  life.  I 
shall  watch  over  thee  with  godly  jealousy,  and 
hope  we  shall  have  joy  of  thee. 

When  the  Lord  condescends  to  visit  us,  and 
makes  himself  known  to  us,  and  when  he  indulges 
us  with  nearness,  freedom,  and  familiarity  with 
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him,  then  is  the  time  to  obtain  promises,  to  make 
our  calling  and  our  election  sure,  to  dive  into  his 
mind  and  will,  to  watch  his  hand  and  handy- 
works,  to  compare  spiritual  things  with  spiritual, 
to  get  every  fear  removed,  every  scruple  cleared, 
every  doubt  dissolved,  and  every  thing  in  the 
court  of  conscience  amicably  settled ;  but  if  these 
things  be  slighted  and  neglected  at  such  a  time 
as  this,  which  is  the  time  of  our  espousals,  it  is 
ten  to  one  but  our  life  hangs  in  doubt  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  our  pilgrimage.  Be  much  in 
private,  much  in  prayer,  reading,  and  thinking, 
and  may  the  Lord  Jesus  meet  thee  in  all  these. 
My  love  to  Ann. 

Ever  thine  in  faith  and  affection, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEK  CCLXVI. 
TO  THE  SAME. 

To  the  Elect  Lady,  whom  I  love  in  tlie  truth,  and  for  the 
truth's  sake,  that  is  with  us,  and  shall  be  in  us  for  ever. 

AND  now  I  beseech  thee,  Lady,  not  as  though  I 
wrote  a  new  commandment  unto  thee,  but  that 
which  we  had  from  the  beginning,  that  we  should 
love  one  another,  for  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
law,  he  that  loveth  another  fulfilleth  the  law. 
"God  is  love,"  this  is  his  nature  and  essence, 
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essential  divinity  is  love ;  and  where  the  love 
of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  the  heart,  that  is  a 
divine  seed.  His  seed  abideth  in  such,  and  that 
divine  seed  is  charity,  and  charity  suffereth  long 
and  is  kind,  charity  hopeth  all  things,  believeth 
all  things,  endureth  all  things  ;  charity  thinketh 
no  evil,  is  not  puffed  up,  behaveth  not  itself  un 
seemly,  is  not  easily  provoked,  and  rejoiceth  in 
the  truth,  1  Cor.  xiii.  Love  is  the  bond  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  which  keeps  the  everlasting 
Father  and  his  children,  the  King  of  kings  and 
his  subjects,  the  heavenly  bridegroom  and  his 
bride  together ;  and  he  that  loveth  him  that  begat, 
loveth  him  that  is  begotten  of  him,  1  John  v.  1. 
"  He  that  loveth  his  brother  abideth  in  the  li,^ht, 
and  there  is  none  occasion  of  stumbling  in  him," 
1  John  ii.  10.  Love  emboldens  us  at  the  throne 
of  grace ;  love  enlarges  the  heart,  and  makes  the 
face  to  shine  ;  love  softens  a  hard  heart,  and 
melts  a  stubborn  mind ;  love  casts  out  fear  and 
torment,  and  makes  our  spiritual  birth  clear,  for, 
"  He  that  loveth  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth 
God." 

Precious,  precious,  precious  is  the  Son  of  God 
to  me,  the  faithful,  the  stedfast,  the  unchangeable, 
tender,  sympathetic,  and  never-failing  lover  of 
our  souls ;  the  light  of  our  eyes,  the  strength  of 
our  heart,  the  shield  of  our  help,  the  guide  of 
our  life,  the  length  of  our  days,  the  end  of  our 
faith,  and  the  salvation  of  all  our  souls.  Oh  ! 
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Betty,  who  is  like  unto  us  ?  And  as  the  Lord 
liveth  we  are  the  people,  we  are  the  fools,  the 
enthusiasts,  fanatics,  the  Antinomians  of  the  day, 
but  God  is  with  us.  "  Ye  shall  be  hated  of  all 
men  for  my  name's  sake ;  "  and  "  Blessed  are  ye 
when  men  cast  you  out,  and  separate  you  from 
their  company,  and  speak  all  manner  of  evil 
against  you  falsely  for  my  name's  sake.  Eejoice, 
and  be  exceeding  glad ;  for  great  is  your  reward 
in  heaven ;  for  so  persecuted  they  the  prophets 
that  were  before  you.'*  "  If  ye  were  of  the 
world,  the  world  would  love  its  own ;  but  because 
ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen  you 
out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you," 
John  xv.  19.  No  company  like  that  of  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ;  no  guardians  like  the 
angels  of  God,  who  are  all  ministering  angels, 
sent  forth  to  minister  to  them  that  are  the  heirs 
of  salvation ;  no  earthly  company  like  that  of  our 
own  thoughts,  brought  into  captivity  to  the 
obedience  of  Christ :  "In  the  multitude  of  rny 
thoughts  within  me,  thy  comforts  delight  my 
soul,"  saith  the  Psalmist. 

Meditation  is  conversing  with  the  heavenly 
Bridegroom,  and  giving  up  our  conversation  to 
the  upper  world;  it  is  getting  out  of  self,  and 
above  the  natural  element  of  men;  it  is  the 
ascension  of  the  soul  to  God,  and  is  attended 
with  divine  realities ;  it  is  soaring  aloft  in  open 
vision,  while  the  illuminated  understanding  dis- 
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covers  things  invisible  to  mortal  sight,  Heavenly  - 
mindedness  is  life  and  peace  ;  "  They  shall  mount 
up  as  upon  eagles'  wing.s,  and  see  the  king  in  his 
beauty,  and  the  land  which  is  very  far  off."  In 
these  pleasing  flights  the  vail  of  ignorance  on  our 
minds  opens,  while  the  Spirit  loads  us  from  view 
to  view,  from  glimpse  to  glimpse,  and  from  one 
discovery  to  another,  and  from  glory  to  glory. 
And  here  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  look  as 
small  as  grasshoppers,  tho  earth  as  the  drop  of  a 
bucket,  or  as  the  small  dust  of  a  balance,  for  says 
the  soul,  Where  have  I  been,  and  what  have  I 
been  about  all  my  days,  pursuing  vanity,  and  de 
priving  my  soul  of  good.  All  these,  Betty,  are 
love  tokens,  love  visits,  earnests,  pledges,  fore 
tastes,  first-fruits,  and  all  to  assure  us  that  the 
inheritance,  the  harvest,  the  glory  that  shall  be 
revealed  is  eternally  ours.  Keep  thy  face  Zion- 
ward,  my  dearly  beloved,  read,  learn,  mark,  and 
inwardly  digest,  and  thou  wilt  grow  more  in  one 
mouth  than  all  they  at  B.  have  done  all  their 
days.  Ann  is  well,  but  wishes  much  to  know 
how  you  do,  and  how  her  father  is.  Kind  love 
to  L.  I  sent  a  few  lines  some  time  ago,  hope 
you  received  them,  they  were  badly  written,  so 
I  got  a  frieud  in  the  house  to  copy  them,  which 
I  suppose;  surprised  you.  God  bless  thee, 

Ever  thine, 

W.  II.  8.  S. 
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LETTEE    CCLXVII. 

TO  MKS  B. 
My  Dear  and  Honoured  Mother  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I  WISH  above  all  things  that  thou  mayest 
prosper  and  be  in  health.  I  have  of  late  been 
exercised  with  legal  bondage,  with  the  blas 
phemous  suggestions  and  foul  embraces  of  the 
devil  himself,  with  sad  heart-risings  and  rebellions 
against  God,  and  with  envying  the  wicked;  I 
have  been  grieved  with  them  that  are  at  ease, 
and  blessing  the  carnally  secure,  calling  the  proud 
happy,  and  those  in  a  false  peace  the  blessed  of 
the  Lord,  and  this  I  call  turning  things  upside 
down. 

The  Bible  has  sometimes  been  a  sealed  book ; 
a  famine  among  the  texts,  much  prayer  and  little 
profit,  the  Lord  at  a  distance,  the  door  of  mercy 
half  open  and  half  shut,  the  heart  hard  and  soul 
dead;  much  to  do,  but  no  heart  to  labour.  I 
have  been  put  to  it  to  pick  out  something,  that  I 
might  cavil  at  God ;  but  poorly  in  body  and  lan 
guishing  in  soul,  wanting  somebody  to  pity  me, 
and  sick  of  pitying  myself,  I  wanted  the  breasts 
of  consolation,  but  had  nothing  but  a  hard  crust ; 
I  wanted  a  leading  string,  but  he  left  me  to 
stumble  upon  the  dark  mountains.  I  wanted 
kisses,  but  there  came  stripes ;  I  sought  him,  but 
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I  found  him  not ;  I  called  him,  but  he  gave  me 
no  answer  ;  I  quarrelled  at  him,  and  he  made  me 
tremble  at  it ;  I  opened  my  mouth  against  him, 
and  he  threw  my  reproach  into  my  own  con 
science  ;  I  wished  to  move  him,  but  he  sat  undis 
turbed.  I  sought  occasions  against  him,  I  set  one 
text  to  contradict  another,  and  his  hard  dealings 
to  contradict  all  his  promises ;  1  buried  all  his 
former  mercies  in  oblivion,  and  magnified  all  his 
chastisements  to  mountains  ;  I  cavilled  because  I 
had  not  more  faith,  and  at  the  same  time  falsely 
denied  the  faith  that  I  had  ;  I  prayed  for  patience, 
and  yet  kept  murmuring,  for  submission  iu  the 
very  act  of  rebellion.  I  begged  for  purity  and 
holiness  with  nothing  but  lust  in  my  head,  and 
the  works  of  the  devil  in  my  heart,  "  The  law 
worketh  wrath  ;  "  and  the  devil  by  the  application 
of  that  holy  law,  works  in  us  all  manner  of  con 
cupiscence,  for  without  the  law  sin  is  dead,  but 
at  the  approach  of  the  law  sin  revives ;  God's  law 
is  God's  severest  rod. 

Yesterday,  shutting  myself  up  the  whole  day 
in  the  chapel  to  have  it  out,  fearing  to  be  dis 
turbed,  for  the  devil  and  I  was  hard  at  it  by  the 
ears,  and  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  fought  in 
the  walk  way,  up  and  down,  till  about  the  eleventh 
hour,  then  the  fever  left  me,  and  Satan  skulked 
off  like  a  dog  that  had  burnt  his  toil,  and  is  now 
gone  to  plague  some  other  poor  soul.  At  his 
departure  I  felt  the  anointing,  and  a  small  ray 
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from  his  blessed  face,  just  enough  to  inform  me 
that  he  was  alive,  and  that  I  had  a  place  still  in 
his  heart,  but  not  to  shew  himself  well  pleased  ; 
some  little  resentment  appeared  on  his  face,  and 
something  of  the  same  in  his  carriage,  but  the 
little  was  much  prized,  and  much  needed.  I  fell 
down  and  blessed  him  for  the  fiery  trial,  and 
loathed  myself  for  the  want  of  submission,  and 
after  some  few  hours  went  into  the  pulpit,  and 
told  them  a  pretty  oily  story  from  the  ninth 
chapter  of  Zechariah,  and  the  ninth  verse,  "  Ee- 
joice,  shout,  for  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee," 
&c.  My  love  to  my  true  yoke -fellow.  Mother, 
Adieu, 

Thy  dutiful  Son, 
and  affectionate  Eriend  in  Jesus  Christ, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


••  WM»'$®i>' 


LETTER     CCLXVIII. 

TO    THE    SAME. 
DEAR    MOTHER, 

(TRACE  and  peace  be  multiplied  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  I  really  wish 
above  all  things  that  thou  mayest  prosper  and  be 
in  health,  as  I  hope  by  this  time  that  thy  soul 
prospereth  I  have  this  morning  read  over  afresh 
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thy  little  epistle  which  is  full  of  complaints,  but 
I  hope  by  this  time  that  matters  are  mended, 
and  thy  heart  a  little  more  fixed.  I  have  of  late 
had  some  sweet  thoughts  upon  Hebrews,  the 
third  chapter,  verse  the  first ;  "  Consider  the 
apostle  and  high  priest  of  our  profession."  Our 
high  priest  not  only  bore  our  sins,  and  made  an 
atonement  for  us,  or  appeased  the  wrath  of  God 
in  our  behalf,  and  took  his  blood,  the  price  of 
our  redemption,  into  heaven  with  him,  but  he 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us. 

A  high  priest  was  to  bear  our  names  on  his 
heart ;  he  was  likewise  to  bear  our  judgment ; 
and  thirdly,  he  was  to  bear  the  iniquity  of  our 
holy  things,  Eead  Exodus  the  twenty-eighth 
chapter.  God  has  put  us  into  the  heart  of 
Christ's  love,  he  has  chosen  us  in  him  and  made 
us  his  charge,  and  he  has  loved  us  better  than 
his  own  life  ;  "  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this."  He  has  borne  our  judgment,  the  curse  of 
the  law,  and  the  wrath  of  God  for  us,  and  appears 
in  this  his  sacrifice  within  the  vail,  where  he 
ever  lives  to  make  intercession  for  us,  and  who 
shall  separate  us  from  his  love  ?  And  now  he 
bears  the  iniquities  of  our  holy  things,  even  we 
ourselves  are  by  the  Spirit  of  God  offered  up  as 
living  sacrifices  upon  Christ,  our  altar  and  priest. 
"  That  the  offering  up  of  the  Gentiles  might  be 
accepted,  being  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost," 
Bom.  xv.  16  ;  and  it  is  in  God's  beloved  Son 
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that  we  are  made  accepted,  and  it  is  the  altar 
and  priest  that  sanctifies  the  gift ;  we  are  God's 
gift  to  Christ,  and  he  is  made  sanctincation  to 
us.  In  him  we  are  wise,  just,  redeemed,  washed, 
and  made  holy,  and  are  complete  in  him  ;  "  Clean 
every  whit,"  says  Christ;  and  there  is  no 
spot  in  us,  for  in  him  we  are  without  fault 
before  the  throne.  Stick  fast  here  my  dear 
mother,  and  let  the  devil  move  us,  or  alter  this 
performance  of  divine  wisdom  and  goodness,  if 
he  can. 

And  observe  further,  that  there  is  nothing 
comes  from  God  to  us,  but  through  the  mediator 
who  has  made  peace,  and  through  our  high  priest 
who  has  made  the  atonement  by  his  sacrifice ; 
and  he  having  endured  the  curse,  and  appeased 
the  wrath  of  God,  we  are  secured  from  both, 
by  the  covenant,  the  oath  of  God,  and  the  blood 
of  Christ,  so  that  even  vindictive  justice  itself 
promises  to  forgive  us,  and  cleanse  us  from  all 
unrighteousness;  so  safe  and  secure  are  we  in 
the  heart  and  hands  of  the  dearly  beloved  and 
ever  blessed  Son  of  God.  And  now  mind  what 
I  say,  our  high  priest  is  to  bear  the  iniquity  of 
our  holy  things,  that  is,  sin  cleaves  to  us,  and 
to  all  our  services ;  when  we  would  do  good, 
evil  is  always  present  with  us.  Deadness,  unbe 
lief,  rebellion,  self-seeking,  hypocrisy,  enmity, 
doubts,  misgivings  of  heart,  half-heartedness, 
backwardness,  but  nothing  of  all  this  shall  ever 
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pass  through  the  hands  of  our  high-priest,  in 
whose  name  and  for  whose  sake  we  pray  God  to 
hear  us. 

All  sin  is  Satan's  spawn,  and  it  shall  never 
ascend  above  the  stars  ;    Satan  is  the  prince  of 
the  power  of  the  air,  and  above  his  realm  his 
works  shall  never  arise,  because  our  priest  and 
his  offering  are  in  the  holy  place.     Christ  upon 
his  golden  altar  offers  the  incense  of  hig  sweet 
savour,   sacrifice,   and   much    grace,   which  per 
fumes  the  prayers  of  all  saints ;  hence  it  is,  that 
all   our  services   are  accepted  :    "  Their  burnt- 
offerings  and  their  sacrifices,"  says  God,  u  shall 
be  accepted  upon  mine  altar ;  and  I  will  make 
them  joyful  in  my  house  of  prayer,"  Isai.  Ivi.  7. 
Therefore  we  should  always  pray  and  not  faint, 
however  dead,  or  else  we  undervalue  the  great 
high  priest  of   our  profession.     I  have  oft  pre 
vailed  when  my  heart  has  been  stiffened  by  the 
devil  and  unbelief ;  and  it  is  this  way  and  no 
other,  "  Whatever  you  ask  of  the  Father,  ask  in 
my  name,  and  I  will  do  it,"  says  Christ ;  he  so 
mends,  alters,  perfumes,  and  presents  our  poor 
imperfect  performances,  that  we  should  not  know 
them  again,   as   they  cry,   Lord,   when  saw  we 
thee  hungry,    thirsty,    naked?    &c.    they    were 
astonished  at  their  own  works  when  he  brought 
them  forth  before  them.     Open  your  mind  freely 
to  your  yokefellow,  the  devil  often  pushes  off 
when  he  is  discovered.     Tender  my  love  to  John 
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and  Mary,  shall  send  them  a  kite  when  I  can  get 
the  wings  and  tail  put  on. 

God  bless  thee, 

W.  H.  8.  S. 


LETTEE  CCLXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
MY     DEAR    MOTHER, 

GRACE  and  peace  be  with  thee  through  Jesus 
Christ,    our   Lord.      I   was   sorry  to  hear  that 
thou  art  so  poorly,  and  of  my  poor  yoke-fellow's 
accident;  but  we  are  chosen   in  the  furnace  of 
affliction.     The  fiery  trial  always  turns  up,  and 
discovers   the   evils   of  our  inbred   corruptions, 
these  heave,  boil,  and  blubber  up,  and  we  see 
what  polluted,  vile,  and  filthy   worms  we  are; 
this  is  the  dross  and  tin  that  swims  upon  the  top, 
when  Satan's  suggestions  and  legal  bondage  dis 
cover  them,  and  God  withdraws  that  we  may 
know  what  is  in  our  hearts.     But  bless  his  holy 
name,  as  soon  as  he  returns  again,  all  this  scum 
is  purged  off,  and  we  appear  as  white  as  snow  in 
Salmon.     Eut  we  soon,  by  one  means  or  other, 
contract  the  same  load  of  filth  again,  for  as  the 
sea  casteth  up  its  waters,  so  cloth  the  heart  its 
enmity  and  rebellion,  and  then  comes  on  the  fur- 
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nace  again,  because  we  are  never  effectually 
purged  from  the  inbeing  of  sin,  but  from  our  evil 
frames ;  in  the  fire  call  upon  me,  saith  the  Lord, 
and  when  I  deliver  thee  thou  shall  glorify  me. 
Thus  the  furnace  puts  a  cry  and  energy  in  our 
prayers,  and  God's  goodness  in  delivering  fills 
the  heart  with  joy  and  the  mouth  with  praise; 
and  they  that  have  none  of  this  where  are  they  ? 
Why,  they  are  settled  upon  their  lees,  they  are 
not  emptied  from  vessel  to  vessel,  their  scent  is 
not  changed,  their  scent  is  in  them  ;  and  what 
follows?  Why,  "  I  will  search  Jerusalem  as  with 
candles,  and  I  will  punish  the  men  that  are  settled 
on  their  lees,"  Zeph.  i.  12  ;  these  have  no  changes, 
and  therefore  they  fear  not  God.  The  rod  of 
God  is  not  upon  them,  and  he  that  spares  the  rod 
hates  the  son ;  then  bless  God  for  the  furnace, 
bless  God  for  afflictions,  bless  God  for  the  rod, 
for  by  these  things  men  live,  and  in  all  these 
tilings  is  the  life  of  our  spirits,  so  will  God  revive 
us  and  cause  us  to  live.  Mother,  be  of  good  cheer, 
no  rod  no  sonship,  no  furnace  no  faith,  no  cross 
no  crown.  "  Our  light  afflictions  which  are  but 
for  a  moment,  work  out  for  us  an  eternal  weight 
of  glory."  "If  we  suffer  with  him,  we  shall 
reign  with  him."  Farewell,  mercy  and  peace  be 
with  thee.  So  prays, 

Thy  Son  and  Servant, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEE    CCLXX. 

TO  MR.  W.  B. 
My  Dearly  Beloved  Friend  and  Brother  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

I  WAS  exceeding  sorry  to  see  my  poor  old  com 
panions  in  tribulation,  both  afflicted  together ; 
but  it  is  through  much  tribulation  that  we  must 
enter  the  kingdom,  and  they  that  escape  this  path 
will  never  get  there:  "  If  we  suffer  with  him, 
we  shall  reign  with  him."  "  He  brought  me  into 
the  banquetting  house,  and  his  banner  over  me 
was  love,"  says  the  spouse,  Cant.  ii.  4.  Every 
time  we  are  entertained,  fed,  or  banquetted,  the 
banner  is  over  us,  to  let  us  know  that  wars  are 
to  succeed.  John  eats  the  little  book,  and  it  is 
sweet  as  honey,  as  all  the  promises  are  when  the 
Comforter  applies  them,  but  afterwards,  says  he, 
my  belly  was  bitter ;  legal  bondage,  slavish  fear, 
fatherly  anger,  and  violent  temptations  often  fol 
low,  which  things  are  nauseous  to  the  soul,  as 
bitters  are  to  the  stomach. 

But  all  the  Saviour's  garments  smell  of  myrrh 
and  aloes,  the  former  a  delightful  smell,  the  lat 
ter  a  bitter  taste,  and  with  myrrh  and  aloes  was 
his  body  embalmed  for  the  tomb ;  all  which  is  to 
teach  us,  that  this  delicious  Lamb,  our  passover, 
must  be  eaten  with  bitter  herbs.  What  so  sweet 
and  joyful  as  his  sweet  face  and  blessed  presence  ? 
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And  what  so  bitter  as  the  loss  of  these  ?  "  The 
heart  knoweth  its  own  bitterness ;  and  a  stranger 
intermeddleth  not  with  his  joy,"  Prov.  xiv.  10- 
u  In  the  day  of  prosperity  be  joyful,"  for  in  this 
day  the  sun  shines ;  "  but  in  the  day  of  adversity 
consider,"  for  the  sun  is  in  an  eclipse:  "Why 
hidest  thou  thy  face  from  me  ?  "  And  must  it 
be  so  ?  Is  all  to  be  bitter-sweets  ?  Hush,  do 
not  murmur,  bitters  are  wholesome  though  not 
pleasant,  for  they  strengthen  the  stomach,  and 
promote  appetite ;  they  that  have  no  bitter  herbs, 
bitter  waters,  nor  bitter  cups,  have  no  real 
hunger  or  thirst  after  righteousness,  nor  after 
the  bread  of  life,  nor  after  the  living  God ;  they 
are  full,  and  woe  to  them  that  are  full,  for  they 
shall  hunger;  and  woe  to  them  that  laugh,  for 
they  shall  weep.  But,  Blessed  are  they  that 
weep,  for  they  shall  laugh,  and  blessed  are  they 
that  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted ;  and  no 
thing  do  they  mourn  after  so  much,  as  after  the 
love  and  presence  of  Christ:  hence  it  is  plain, 
no  bitters  no  appetite,  and  no  appetite  no  ban 
quet;  uHe  filleth  the  hungry  with  good  things, 
and  sends  the  rich  empty  away." 

I  long  much  to  know  how  you  are  in  health,  do 

get to  drop  me  a  line ;  and  I  long  much  to 

see  you,  the  Lord  send  you  once  more  my  way. 
Give  my  love  and  duty  to  mother,  I  intend  writ 
ing  to  her  this  week  if  the  Lord  permit.  I  long 
also  to  know  how  the  house  goes  on.  I  have  had 
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a  little  furnace- work  lately,  but  the  Lord  my  God 
is  still  with  his  poor  despised  servant,  and  those 
who  heat  the  furnace  are  scorched  themselves. 
God  bless  thee  and  keep  thee, 

So  prays, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE  CCLXXI. 
TO    THE    SAME. 

Monday  Morning,  6  o'clock. 

To  Master,  to  Dame,  &c.  W.  H.  S.  S.  sendeth  greeting 
wishing  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

I  BLESS  my  God  I  have  you  all  in  my  heart, 
making  mention  of  you,  and  request  for  you  in 
every  prayer  of  mine,  that  you  may  stand  fast  in 
one  spirit,  and  strive  together  for  the  faith  that 
was  once  delivered  to  the  saints. 

The  Lord  doth  lay  that  branch  of  his  vineyard 
in  Sussex  much  on  my  mind,  and  I  know  that  I 
shall  travail  again  and  again  in  birth  for  them, 
and  you  will  see  the  effects  of  it  more  or  less,  and 
that  soon.  My  soul  is  continually  flying  and 
hovering  about  the  Welsh  Ambassador,  the 
Vicarage,  Lewes,  Bolney,  and  other  dark  corners 
adjacent,  and  much  liberty  do  I  find  in  my  soul 
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in  prayer ;  and  sure  I  am  that  fervent  prayer  will 
never  return  void.  My  God  is  good  to  Israel, 
and  he  loves  them  that  love  him,  and  they  that 
seek  him  early  shall  find  him. 

I  had  a  good  time  yesterday,  I  laboured  all  the 
day  on  this  text;  "  I  returned,  and  saw  under  the 
sun,  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  bat 
tle  to  the  strong,  neither  yet  bread  to  the  wise, 
nor  yet  riches  to  men  of  understanding,  nor  yet 
favour  to  men  of  skill,  but  time  and  chance  hap- 
peneth  to  them  all,"  Eccles.  ix.  11  ;  and  we  had 
a  very  full  house.  My  eldest  son  supped  with  me 
last  night,  he  is  occupying  business  in  deep 
waters,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  in  God's  own  time 
the  vessel  will  come  to  its  desired  haven.  You 
must  be  industrious  now,  and  fetch  up  the  lost 
time,  and  I  will  come  again  God  willing,  and  who 
knows  but  he  will  give  us  a  second  benefit.  But 
before  that  time  my  heart  will  pay  a  thousand 
visits  to  B.  though  you  may  not  see  it,  yet  so  it  is, 
the  spirit  of  God's  people  often  pass  each  other 
upon  the  road,  in  visiting  each  other ;  there  is 
such  a  thing  as  being  absent  in  body  and  present 
in  spirit.  0  blessed  mystery,  blessed  union,  and 
blessed  are  the  effects  of  it;  bound  up  in  the 
bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  our  God,  made  one 
in  Christ,  and  one  among  ourselves,  and  perfect 
in  one  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit. 

Tender  my  kind  love  to  sister  B.  and  my  best 
wishes  to  the  young  folks,  and  to  my  true  yoke- 
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fellow  and  fellow-labourer  when  you  see  him. 
"We  got  home  safe,  and  in  high  spirits,  and  not 
without  hopes  that  we  had  spread  the  savour  of 
Christ's  sweet  name  among  poor  sinners,  for  he 
condescends  to  make  it  manifest  by  the  instru 
mentality  of  such  despicable  servants.  And  now 
may  the  Lord  of  all  lords  keep,  guide,  and  pre 
serve  you  all  is,  and  I  hope  ever  will  be  the 
hearty  prayer  of, 

Dear  Friends, 
Your  willing  Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

.    HUNTINGTON,     S.S. 


LETTEE    CCLXXII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 

My  Dear  Brother  in  Christ  Jesus,  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace 
be  with  thee,  through  our  own  Lord  God  and  Saviour, 
the  Son  of  the  Father  in  truth  and  love. 

1  HAVE  heard  by  a  line  from that  you  have 

hurt  your  leg,  which  I  am  sorry  for,  as  you  are 
getting  old,  which  if  it  become  a  running  sore 
will  not  be  easily  healed.  I  long  to  know  how 
the  building  goes  on.  I  long  likewise  to 
know  how  mother  is,  Betsy  tells  me  she  is  poorly, 
which  I  am  sorry  to  hear ;  I  am  afraid  that  this 
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moving,  building,  and  by  and  by  a  new  house  will 
knock  you  all  up  together. 

Next  week  I  hope  to  finish  my  book,  which  has 
taken  me  almost  three  months,  night  and  day. 
But  blessed  be  the  Lord,  our  own  God  in  cove 
nant,  for  he  has  wonderfully  assisted  me  in  this 
hard,  difficult,  and  unfrequented  path,  which  is  so 
hard  to  cast  up  and  to  make  plain,  and  which  I  have 
long  wished  to  do,  but  was  afraid  to  venture,  fear 
ing  my  judgment  was  not  ripe  enough,  or  that  my 
understanding  was  too  dark  for  the  arduous  task. 
My  enemies  in  town  are  once  more  alive,  another 
banquet  it  has  pleased  God  to  give  them  ;  Sam 
son  is  now  making  sport  for  the  Philistines.  A 
man  who  has  plagued  me  with  letters  for  near 
ten  years,  and  who  has  wrote  likewise  to  Mr.  J. 
he  and  a  few  more  have  published  a  book,  and 
the  hand-bills  are  shouted  off  from  chapel  to 
chapel ;  this  causes  a  great  shout  in  the  camp  of 
the  Philistines.  But  the  devil  has  overshot  the 
mark,  for  he  has  filled  the  authors  of  it  with  such 
infernal  malice,  that  the  book  is  worse  than  right 
down  blasphemy.  They  have  by  what  I  can 
learn,  almost  made  sport  of  the  Holy  Comforter 
of  our  souls,  and  this  kind  of  sport  seldom  lasts 
long. 

The  last  scribbling  enemy  that  wrote  against 
me,  for  publishing  a  sermon  on  the  times,  was 
buried  last  week,  so  I  shall  hear  no  more  of  him  ; 
and  as  for  the  world  to  come,  we  shall  not  be 
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plagued  with  them  there,  at  least  I  hope  not. 
Some  of  my  friends  seem  sadly  concerned  for  me, 
but  it  rather  pleases  me  than  otherwise,  my  good 
God  and  Father  does  so  kindly  support  his  poor 
smutty  servant.  Nor  do  I  doubt  but  ere  long  the 
indignation  of  God  upon  those  men  will  be  as 
conspicuous  as  their  crimes,  for  their  book  is  no 
less  than  the  great  transgression.  God  bless  thee 
and  keep  thee, 

So  prays, 

W.H. 


LETTEE   CCLXXIII. 

TO  ME.  S.  B. 

1  LONG  to  know  how  my  friend  is.  As  for  the 
Doctor  he  is  very  feeble,  so  that  you  may  retort 
the  old  proverb,  Physician  heal  thyself.  But  the 
object  of  our  hope  is  the  living  God,  and  our  life 
is  hid  with  Christ  in  him  ;  this  life  no  corruption 
can  touch,  no  sin  can  infect  it,  no  hypocrite  can 
procure  it,  no  devil  can  approach  it.  From  God 
the  fountain  of  life  comes  the  second  Adam,  the 
quickening  Spirit,  and  through  him  comes  the 
Spirit  of  life  and  love,  and  under  his  sweet 
operations  faith,  hope,  and  love  spring  up  in  the 
soul ;  and  the  life  that  lays  in  these  three  precious 
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fruits  raises  us  out  of  the  regions  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  and  above  the  sting  of  death,  and  above 
the  sentence  of  the  law.  "He  that  believeth 
hath  everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come  into  con 
demnation."  This  is  the  greatest  of  all  blessings ; 
and  what  is  this  blessing  ?  Why,  it  is  the  Spirit 
of  the  living  God  :  "I  will  pour  my  spirit  upon 
thy  seed,  my  blessing  upon  thy  offspring."  This 
is  the  source  of  all  good  in  God's  family.  All 
heavenly  sensations  and  feelings ;  all  longings, 
hungerings  and  thirstings  after  God  and  godli 
ness;  all  our  confessions,  petitions,  praises,  or 
thanksgiving ;  all  composure  of  mind,  tranquillity 
of  heart,  or  peace  with  conscience,  springs  from 
this  fountain  of  life  in  us. 

I  do  dearly  and  sincerely  love  this  blessed  and 
adorable  Comforter,  though  I  can  discern,  dis 
cover,  and  make  out  so  little  of  his  wonderful 
works.  But  this  I  know  that  all  sensible  sinners, 
who  feel  the  plague  of  their  own  hearts,  and  the 
buffetings  of  Satan,  must  sink  in  despair,  and 
drown  in  perdition,  unless  he  takes  possession  of 
the  soul,  seeing  it  is  his  work  to  dispossess  the 
strong  man,  and  to  spoil  his  house ;  and  thus  to 
make  the  devil's  cage  his  own  temple. 
The  invalid  to  his  Patient, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEE  CCLXXIY. 
TO    THE    SAME. 

I  MUST  send  my  poor  friend  a  scrap,  because,  he 
is  an  invalid,  not  fit  to  march,  nor  to  attend  the 
camp,  and  therefore  he  must  abide  by  the  stuff, 
or  go  on  the  baggage  waggon.  I  am  very  stiff 
and  weary  this  morning ;  I  am  too  profuse  and 
abundant  when  the  well  springs,  and  the  cup 
overflows,  feeling  I  am  more  than  myself ;  but 
when  it  is  over,  I  find  I  am  frail  man,  encom 
passed  about  with  infirmities.  But  even  in  this 
mortal  mass  there  is  a  treasure,  some  good  thing 
toward  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  a  living  principle 
that  cannot  fail,  sicken,  decay,  or  die.  No  ray 
from  the  sun  of  righteousness  can  be  extinguished, 
no  incorruptible  seed  can  corrupt.  Let  us  cleave 
to  our  dear,  and  dearly  beloved  Lord ;  he  is  the 
heir  of  us,  and  the  sole  proprietor  of  us ;  he  is 
every  spring  in  us,  and  the  fountain  of  life  to  us. 
They  that  have  despised  him  are  under  their  own 
sentence,  and  must  bear  their  own  burden ;  and 
we  evidently  see  that  all  who  depart  from  us  are 
withered,  decayed,  and  dried  up  like  a  potsherd. 
God  has  founded  Zion  in  the  sacrifice  of  his 
Son,  and  he  builds  her  up,  and  establishes  her 
by  the  faith  of  him,  and  faith  feels  all  her  springs 
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of  life  in  this  city  ;  salvation  is  her  walls  to  all 
that  are  within,  and  all  without  the  walls  are 
dogs.  "They  that  be  planted  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God  ; 
their  leaf  shall  be  green,  they  shall  bring  forth 
fruit  in  old  age  to  shew  that  God  is  upright," 
Psal.  xcii.  13,  14.  But  is  there  a  soul  that  has 
departed  from  us,  that  has  the  least  moisture  or 
verdure  upon  them  ?  Or  does  God  appear  the 
health  of  their  countenance  ?  2s"o.  Carnal  en 
mity  and  hatred  is  fixed  within,  they  hate  Zion 
and  are  desolate  ;  the  evident  tokens  of  perdition 
are  in  them,  and  their  countenance  reflects  the 
sentence.  But  the  Lord  is  with  us.  Remember 
me  to  Betty.  I  hope  to  see  you  this  week. 

THE    COALHEAVER. 


LETTER     CCLXXV. 
TO    THE    SAME. 

J  AM  sorry  to  hear  that  my  poor  friend  is  so  ill 
again,  but  the  decays  of  the  body  are  often  the 
health  of  the  soul;  "But  though  our  outward 
man  perish,"  says  Paul,  "yet  the  inward  man  is 
renewed  day  by  day,"  2  Cor.  iv.  16.  Our  breath 
is  in  our  nostrils  and  must  go  forth,  and  that  very 
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dayfall  our  evil  thoughts  perish.  But  where  God 
breathes  upon  the  soul,  there  the  spirit  of  life 
enters,  and  there  spiritual  bread,  the  hidden 
manna,  the  best  wine,  the  fatted  calf,  and  the 
paschal  lamb  are  craved,  relished,  savoured, 
eaten,  digested,  and  concocted,  and  no  where 
else.  Blessed  are  they  that  hunger,  and  blessed 
are  they  that  thirst,  for  they  shall  be  filled. 
When  God  quickens  us,  he  revives  us  by  the 
fruits  of  his  Spirit,  and  in  these  fruits  his  divine 
life  is  hid.  He  lives  in  our  thoughts,  minds, 
affections,  and  conscience,  and  will  never  resign 
his  residence  to  any ;  and  he  will  cheer  us,  enter 
tain  us,  employ  our  thoughts,  and  comfort  our 
hearts,  according  as  he  is  entertained,  attended 
to,  and  pleased  ;  and  if  displeased  with  our 
neglect  or  inattention,  he  lets  our  faith  and  hope 
come  to  a  low  ebb,  and  will  make  us  feel  our 
need  before  we  feel  his  indulgent  fulness. 

If  my  dear  friend's  gout  was  of  the  same  class 
of  disorders  with  mine,  a  paper  kite,  or  a  box  of 
golden  balsamic  pills  might  give  relief ;  but  his 
is  not  in  the  pocket,  but  in  the  feet.  But  blessed 
be  God,  faith  can  travel  when  the  feet  are  con 
fined  with  pain;  and  God  can  come  to  us  to 
make  the  bed  in  our  sickness,  if  he  does  not 
keep  sickness  from  us.  I  long  to  see  my  fellow- 
sufferer,  gouty  folks  can  feel  for  each  other's  in 
firmities,  and  our  high  priest  can  feel  for  us  both. 

Kind  love  to  Betty. 

S.S. 
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LETTEE     CCLXXYI. 

TO   THE   SAME. 
MY     DEAR     FRIEND, 

OUR  God  filleth  all  space,  and  is  near  to  all  that 
feel  after  him.  He  transacts  all  the  grand  affairs 
of  his  kingdom  in  the  court  of  conscience ;  to 
that  court  the  Lord's  ministers  commend  them 
selves;  into  that  court  the  word  cornes,  and 
makes  it  good  and  honest.  Hero  the  precious 
blood  of  sprinkling  speaks  pardon,  peace  and 
reconciliation.  The  prince  of  peace,  sways  his 
sceptre  here,  he  is  enthroned  here  in  his  own 
love;  hence  charity  out  of  a  pure  heart  and  a 
good  conscience,  is  the  end  of  the  commandment. 
Afflictions  are  to  disturb,  disquiet,  and  to  stir 
up  this  court,  that  things  amiss,  things  neg 
lected,  and  things  forgotten  may  be  brought 
forth  to  the  light,  be  sifted  up,  and  canvassed 
over. 

And  there  is  no  settling  the  accounts  without 
the  blessed  surety  of  the  New  Testament ;  he  is 
the  chief  speaker,  and  sovereign  ruler  here ;  his 
atonement  is  our  pardon  ;  his  faith  is  the  mani 
festation  of  our  sonship;  and  the  sentence  of  justi 
fication  by  his  righteousness,  is  passed  in  this 
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court.  Watch,  and  you  will  see  these  things  go 
ing  on,  and  as  light  discovers,  pardoning  grace 
will  remove  what  is  amiss.  He  sits  as  a  refiner 
by  the  furnace,  and  he  is  the  purger  and  the 
purifier  of  all  his  priestly  family.  He  has  not 
chosen  us  in  the  furnace,  in  order  to  desert  us 
when  in  the  fire ;  he  is  our  all  in  all.  Love  to 

Betty,  and  accept  the  same  from, 

S.S. 


LETTEE    CCLXXVII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 

My  Dear  Brother  and  Sister  in  Christ, 

CAN  only  say  I  received  yours,  being  busy  in 
moving,  and  fitting  the  nest,  which  takes  too 
much  time,  and  is  too  much  -  trouble,  to  one  en 
gaged  in  such  a  warfare  as  hath  fell  to  my  share. 
But  the  goodness,  the  bounty,  the  unexpected 
and  undeserved  mercies  and  favours  of  my  God 
in  this  removal  are  too  great  to  be  mentioned  ; 
they  are  so  great  and  so  conspicuous,  that  my 
enemies  have  almost  filled  a  column  in  the  news 
papers  with  the  accounts,  insomuch  that  it  seems 
to  be  a  revival  of  the  old  confession,  "  They  said 
among  the  heathen,  the  Lord  hath  done  great 
things  for  them,"  Psal.  cxxvi.  2.  Those  that 
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have  watched  for  my  halting,  and  those  that  have 
predicted  my  fall,  my  beggary,  &c.  are,  Sanballat- 
like,  much  cast  down,  and  I  think  that  some  of 
them  will  soon  go  beside  themselves,  for  my 
friends  have  given  me  a  handsome  coach,  and  a 
pair  of  able  horses,  which  are  sufficient  to  do  all 
the  work  of  my  little  farm.  I  am  not  worthy  of 
the  least  of  Ids  mercies,  for  I  entered  into  his 
service  with  one  shirt,  and  now  I  keep  my  car 
riage  ;  and  this  is  the  way  that  God  raiseth  up 
beggars  from  the  dung-hill.  They  that  abhor 
my  soul  walk  on  foot,  while  Mordecai  rides  to 
the  grief  of  all  that  hate  him ;  surely  God  hon 
ours  those  that  honour  him,  and  knows  them  that 
put  their  trust  in  him. 

My  soul  blesses  my  good  God  for  the  defeat 
in  Ireland ;  the  Jacobins  hang  down  their  heads, 
they  are  with  child,  they  are  in  pain,  they  bring 
forth  wind,  they  work  no  deliverance  in  the  earth, 
nor  are  the  ruling  powers  fallen ;  the  foundations 
of  the  earth  are  still  in  course,  and  we  enjoy 
both  our  lives  and  our  property.  God  bless  you 
both  ;  a  good  journey,  and  safe  return.  So 

prays, 

*  W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTEE  CCLXXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

\ 

DEAR    FRIEND, 

1  AM  glad  to  hear  the  good  tidings  of  our  Per 
fumer,  and  that  he  gains  by  trading.  Incorrupti 
ble  grace  will  stand  the  fire ;  vessels  of  gold  and 
silver  consume  not,  though  vessels  of  wood  and 
earth  will.  He  calls  us  gold  when  we  go  into 
the  furnace,  and  indeed  if  we  were  any  thing 
less,  we  should  never  come  out.  I  long  to  see 
our  Perfumer  here,  perfumed  with  myrrh,  and 
frankincense,  and  all  the  powders  of  the  merchant ; 
smelling  of  myrrh,  aloes,  and  cassia,  out  of  the 
ivory  palaces ;  these  will  make  his  heart  glad. 
However,  one  grain  of  faith,  or  beam  of  hope 
is  worth  more  than  a  million  worlds.  Every 
influence  or  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  every 
grace  that  he  imparts,  and  every  fruit  of  his,  is 
incorruptible  seed,  that  shall  live  and  abide,  be 
ing  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price :  these 
come  down  from  above,  and  teem,  aspire,  and 
spring  up  that  way,  as  to  their  own  original 
fountain  and  source.  This  treasure  is  lodged  in 
the  souls  of  all  saints,  a  treasure  from  the  head, 
which  makes  us  so  many  parts  of  himself,  mem- 
'bers  of  his  body.  Oh,  infinite  depths !  pro- 
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found  mysteries  !  My  friend  can  hear  me  very 
well  in  the  vestry,  if  he  likes  to  come.  God 
bless  you. 

THE  COAL  MERCHANT. 


LETTER     CCLXXIX. 
TO    THE    SAME. 

Cricklewood,  Thursday. 

I  HAVE  been  this  morning  begging  of  the  best 
of  all  Benefactors,  to  remember  my  poor  friends, 
and  I  believe  that  it  was  the  Lord  that  set  me  at 
it,  and  it  was  the  same  that  helped  my  infirmities 
when  at  the  work,  and  gave  sweetness  and  delight, 
pleasure  and  love  in  the  heavenly  occupation.  I 
have  begged  with  more  than  human  power,  and 
all  power  is  from  above,  and  he  does  put  it  forth 
and  manifest  it  in  the  souls  of  much  despised 
reptiles.  Of  all  sensations,  enjoyments,  pleasures, 
or  entertainments ;  of  all  delights,  amusements, 
refreshings,  or  comforts ;  nothing  is  ever  once  to 
be  named,  or  mentioned  in  competition  with  the 
humbling,  softening,  meekening,  composing,  and 
becalming  influences  of  the  most  holy,  harmless, 
innocent,  and  inoffensive  Spirit  of  all  grace, 
life,  light,  and  love.  And  all  his  operations 
lead  and  direct  to  the  great  atonement,  and  to 
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the  all-prevailing,  and  ever  acceptable  mediation 
of  Jesus.  This  is  the  saint's  sweet  repose,  his 
refuge  and  his  rest,  his  safety  and  his  sure 
defence. 

I  am  in  comfortable  hope  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  mingle  his  softening  influences,  and  his 
quickening  operations  with  my  friend's  afflictions, 
and  if  he  does,  the  inward  man  will  find  support 
to  sustain  the  outward  man's  decays.  And  of 
this  be  assured,  that  conscious  peace  is  the  best 
sick  bed,  and  love  the  best  pillow ;  faith  is  the 
best  bedstead,  and  the  Lord's  righteousness  the 
best  covering ;  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  best  nurse, 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  the  best  physician.  The  joy 
of  God  is  the  best  candle,  for  this  burns  the 
brightest  in  the  darkest  night ;  the  midnight  cry 
will  not  extinguish  it,  nor  the  storms  of  Sinai 
blow  it  out.  This  is  what  is  called  a  bad  spirit, 
and  Antinomianism,  but  I  am  more  than  sure  that 
it  came  down  from  heaven,  nor  have  I  a  doubt  but 
to  heaven  it  will  reascend.  Love  to  your  dame 
concludes  me, 

Your  affectionate  Friend, 

THE  DOCTOR. 
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LETTEK    CCLXXX. 

TO  ME.  W.  K 

Church  Street,  Paddington. 
DEAR    BROTHER    IN    CHRIST, 

I  THIS  day  received  your's,  being  the  second 
instant.  I  am  at  this  time  a  close  prisoner  of  war. 
Last  week  I  went  to  visit  a  little  camp  of  the 
saints  in  the  country,  where  the  aid  of  an  old 
veteran  soldier  was  much  needed  ;  but  being 
poorly  in  health,  having  a  bad  cold  and  fever,  I 
became  so  hoarse  in  the  field  of  action,  that  my 
commands  and  orders  could  not  be  heard,  and 
therefore  I  was  thrown  up  upon  the  baggage 
waggon,  and  sent  home  to  the  tent  as  a  dumb 
man  in  whose  mouth  are  no  reproofs,  where  I 
have  remained  now  seven  days,  while  my  little 
army  is  scattered  all  over  the  great  metropolis ; 
but  they  find  neither  present  pay  nor  good  quar 
ters,  and  then  they  come  thick  and  threefold  to 
enquire  after  the  health  of  the  old  commander, 
being  more  sensible  of  his  worth  by  a  sensibility 
of  their  want.  I  hope  to  be  out  next  Lord's  day, 
if  God  permit. 

These  often  infirmities  crawling  so  often  upon 
me,  make  me  look  to  the  better  country,  and 
sicken  my  soul  to  this  stage  of  trouble,  on  which 
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God  has  so  often  written  what  I  have  often  read 
with  grief,  namely,  That  all  is  vanity  and  vexa 
tion  of  soul.  But  God  hath  provided  some  better 
thing  for  us,  a  better  country,  and  a  city  which 
hath  foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is 
God  ;  in  this  country  the  inhabitants  shall  no 
more  say  I  am  sick,  the  people  that  dwell 
therein  shall  be  forgiven  their  iniquities,  which 
is  the  cause  of  all  sickness,  distress  and  trouble, 
and  the  foundation  of  all  misery.  Dear  friend, 
farewell.  My  kind  respects  to  spouse  and 
son,  and  accept  the  humble  acknowledgments  of, 
Your  willing  servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

WM.  HUNTIXGTON. 


LETTEE     CCLXXXI. 

TO   THE   SAME. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord,  my  Father  and  your  Father,  my  God 
and  your  Grod. 

I  AM  returned  from  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
and  successful  journeys  that  I  ever  took,  so  I  be 
lieve  and  so  I  have  room  to  hope,  by  the  multi 
tude  of  perishing  souls,  wounded  spirits,  and  in 
valids  that  found  me  out,  followed  me,  and  wept 
over  me.  Such  a  famine  I  never  saw,  and  especi 
ally  where  my  lady's  men,  dead  Baptists,  and 
Arminians  reside ;  but  my  poor  scribblings  have 
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wonderfully  discovered  them,  and  out  of  three 
places  fairly  routed  them,  till  they  will  have  no 
more  to  do  with  them. 

How  calamitous  is  their  case  who  have  no 
shepherd  to  overlook,  to  gather,  nor  to  feed 
them ;  but  they  shall  never  finally  deceive  the 
treasures  of  divine  love,  the  objects  of  God's 
choice,  the  purchase  of  Christ's  blood,  and  the 
trophies  of  his  victory.  lie  will  take  the  prey 
from  the  mighty,  and  the  spoil  from  the  strong, 
for  these  are  the  travail  of  his  soul,  the  pillars  of 
his  truth,  the  subjects  of  his  realm,  the  retinue 
of  his  majesty,  and  the  revenue  of  his  empire. 
The  dear  Lord  was  with  me  of  a  truth,  and  I 
could  almost  say  with  Job,  that,  "  When  the 
eye  saw  me  it  blessed  me,  and  when  the  ear 
heard  me  it  gave  witness  to  me ; "  but  I  must 
drop  here,  for  these  things  will  call  for  stripes : 
"Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  that  was  with 
me." 

I  long  to  know  how  you  all  do,  and  how  the 
house  upon  the  rock  goes  on ;  where  you  are, 
whether  moved  or  not,  and  if  not  when  you  do 
move ;  how  John,  Mother,  Mary,  and  Betsy  do, 
and  how  you  prosper  within ;  whether  the  new 
house  contributes  toward  the  new  heart  or  not. 
I  have  for  some  time  had  this  text  upon  my  mind, 
and  have  watched  and  narrowly  pursued  it ; 
"Follow  after  righteousness,  charity,  peace,  meek 
ness,  faith,  patience,"  £c.  and  blessed  for  ever  be 
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a  faithful  God,  I  have  not  sought  nor  followed  in 
vain.  Cheer  up  my  dearly  beloved  and  true 
yoke-fellow,  the  crown  is  before  us,  and  who 
shall  deprive  us  of  the  conquest  for  which  we 
fight,  or  take  the  prize  for  which  we  run  ?  Not 
them  that  run  in  a  wrong  path,  nor  that  strive 
for  mastery  in  unbelief.  Pray  give  my  love  to 
all  the  family,  and  to  his  Excellency  when  you 
see  him.  The  Lord  of  all  lords  bless,  preserve, 
and  keep  both  you  and  your's,  is,  and  ever  will 

be  the  prayer  of, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEK    CCLXXXII. 

To   S.   TUENEE,   Minister  of  the  Gospel. 

Helmsley. 

My  Dear  Son,  grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

YOUR  second  epistle  came  to  hand,  but  I  am  a 
man  of  much  business.  The  offence  of  the  cross 
always  attends  the  spiritual  man,  and  the  work 
of  the  Spirit;  and  it  is  nothing  else  but  light 
and  life  that  exasperates  Satan,  and  he  alarms 
his  allies  and  auxiliaries.  Where  the  cross  gives 
no  offence  Satan  sustains  no  injury,  because 
there  is  no  translation  of  sinners  from  the  king 
dom  of  Satan  into  that  of  God's  dear  Son,  and  of 
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course  darkness  and  death  bear  rule,  for  Satan's 
reign  is  in  darkness  and  death.  The  cross  of 
Christ  will  support  itself,  and  defray  its  own  ex 
penses  ;  the  devil  labours  to  make  it  our  shame, 
but  God  has  made  it  our  glory.  To  men  of  sin 
it  is  foolishness,  but  to  men  of  grace  it  is  the 
wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery.  The  cross  is  Satan's 
destruction,  and  man's  salvation.  The  secret 
council  of  God  from  eternity  is  brought  to  light 
by  it,  and  is  seen  in  it ;  and  they  labour  to  shame 
the  counsel  of  the  poor,  because  Christ  crucified 
is  his  refuge.  All  flesh  hath  corrupted  his  way, 
all  the  powers  of  our  soul  being  corrupted  from 
the  way  of  love,  which  was  God's  way-  when 
God  created  man ;  but  enmity  conceived  under 
the  operation  of  Satan,  altered  the  whole  course 
of  nature,  and  this  corruption  or  perversion  of 
nature  makes  a  cross  within ;  and  all  that  adhere 
to  Satan's  interest,  being  the  serpent's  seed,  make 
a  cross  without.  But  the  cross  is  lined  with 
love,  and  will  never  wring  the  shoulder  but  only 
when  self-will,  pride,  consequence,  or  self-seek 
ing  strive  to  bear  rule.  The  old  man  is  often 
galled,  but  the  new  man  never  complains  of  the 
cross. 

Some  time  ago  some  persons  at  S wrote 

to  me  about  this  L ,  but  as  I  so  much  dis 
liked  him  I  would  not  see  him.  Soon  after  this 
a  creditable  man  called  on  me,  and  wished  me  to 
see  him ;  I  assigned  my  reasons  for  not  seeing 
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him ;  however  I  found  that  this  man  knew  no 
thing  of  him,  but  he  was  applied  to,  to  introduce 
him  to  me :  I  therefore  permitted  him  to  come, 
and  let  him  go  on  and  talk  as  long  as  he  pleased, 
but  there  was  no  harmony  or  consistency  in  any 
thing  he  said ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  he 
is  an  utter  stranger  both  to  his  own  heart  and  to 
God  also. 

His  asserting  that  I  have  sent  out  so  many 
preachers  is  absolutely  false,  for  strictly  speak 
ing  I  never  sent  out  one.  Tom  Smith  had 
preached  long  before  ever  I  knew  him,  nor  was 
he  ever  a  member  with  us.  Vessey  never  belong 
ed  to  our  church,  and  had  preached  long  before 

ever  I  knew  him.     L that  went  to  G—  — , 

came  from  -  —  and  was  at  Simpson's  Academy 
but  never  belonged  to  us.  A had  preach 
ed  two  years  at  Margate,  but  it  was  unbeknown 
to  me,  though  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  is  a  child 
of  God. 

'Nor  did  I  send  you  out,  for  you  had  spoke  in 
public  before  I  knew  it.  I  recommended  you  to 
Helmsley,  and  the  letter  I  sent  is  still  there ;  nor 
do  I  repent  of  it :  and  if  any  of  the  friends  at 

Helmsley  wish  for  L ,  let  them  dismiss  you,  I 

will  bear  your  expenses  to  London,  and  engage  to 
employ  you  elsewhere.  Send  me  L — 's  address 
in  your  next,  and  you  will  oblige. 

Ever  your's 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

July  16,  1807. 


297 


LETTEE    CCLXXXIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
DEAR   FRIEND, 

IT  is  hard  work  now  for  me  to  write,  my  right 
hand  has  forgot  its  cunning.  The  nerves  catch  it 
up,  or  draw  it,aside,  so  that  it  becomes  disobedient 
and  unmanageable.  I  have  also  got  a  cold  and  a 
slow  fever.  The  City  Chapel  being  low,  damp 
and  cold,  it  doth  not  suit  the  infirmities  of  old  age. 
I  often  think  of  my  dismission  from  the  field  of 
action,  and  hope  for  an  honourable  discharge  and 
an  eternal  pension  on  the  footing  of  grace,  and 
according  to  the  promise  in  Christ ;  and  these 
things  prompt  me  to  collect  my  evidences  and  good 
qualifications  together,  as  is  the  usual  method  of 
all  self-righteous  persons. 

1.  I  greatly  confide  in  the  singular  piety  of 
my  forefather,  Abraham,  who  was  God's  friend, 
and  whose  blessing  is  come  upon  me  through 
faith :  but  above  all  the  everlasting  Father,  who 
went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were 
oppressed  of  the  devil,  for  God  was  with  him. 
My  mother  also  was  a  most  venerable  and  hon 
ourable  matron,  the  handmaid  of  the  Lord  in 
the  best  sense,  I  mean  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
who  is  the  mother  of  us  all.  So  much  for  my 
pedigree. 


298 

2.  I   thank   my  God  also  that   I  am  not  as 
other  men,  for  1  am  the  chief  of  all  sinners.     Nor 
am  I  lik<3  that  poor  publican,  for  I  can  lift  up 
my  eyes  to  God  with  pleasure,  which  he  dared  not 
do. 

3.  I  can  say  to  the  most  refined  pharisee,  and 
even  to  the  god  of  this  world,  "  Stand  by  thyself, 
come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou," 
and  yet  even  this  is  not  a  smoke  in  the  Lord's 
nose,  nor  a  fire  that  burns  to  his  displeasure. 

4.  I  can  look  back  upon  a  well-spent  life  also, 
believing  in  my  conscience  that  Christ  lived  a  life 
of  unspotted  obedience  for  poor  sinful  me. 

5.  I  can  bless  God  for  an  honest  and  good 
heart,  being  persuaded  that  the  Lord  has  taken 
away  the  stony  heart,  and  given  me  an  heart  of 
flesh,  and  that  Christ  dwells  in  it  by  faith,  there 
fore  it  must  be  good. 

6.  I  do  comfort  myself  with  my  own  righteous 
ness,  being  more  than  sure  that  I  have  received 
the  abundance  of  grace,  and  the  gift  of  righteous 
ness  ;  and  what   God  gives  me  that  I  call  my 
own,  for  not  as  the  world  giveth,  giveth  he  unto 
us. 

7.  I  have  obtained  a  good  name  in  the  world 
in  spite  of  all  mine  enemies,  a  new  name  which 
malice  with  all  her  venom  cannot  spoil  me  of. 
God  predestinated  me  to  the  adoption  of  a  son  j 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  cried  Abba,  Father ;  and 
Christ  has  given  me  power  in  faith  to  become 
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one — this  is  the  new  name  which  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord,  not  man,  shall  name.  Yea,  more, 
many  men  eminent  for  piety,  who  have  spoke 
as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  have 
called  me  a  child  of  God.  In  all  these  instances 
it  appears  to  be  a  new  name,  and  in  all  these 
ways  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  names  it,  and  no 
other. 

8.  I  am  constrained  also  to  acknowledge,  that 
God's   free  Spirit   has   made   me  a  willing   and 
loyal  subject  of  Christ  in  the  day  of  his  power, 
so    that  I  do  engage  and    abound  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord  most  freely,  willingly,  and  cheerly, 
under  the  operation  of  a  free  Spirit,  which  greatly 
inclines  my  heart  to  this  doctrine  of  free  will. 

9.  I  do  declare  that  no  man  shall  stop  me  of 
this  boasting  in  all  the  regions  of  Great  Britain, 
viz.  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Eng 
land  ;  for  she  says,  The  church  of  God  is  a  com 
pany  of  faithful  men,  and  that  God  hath   con 
stantly  decreed,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world 
was  laid,  to  deliver  from  curse  and  damnation 
those  whom  he  hath  chosen  in  Christ  out  of  man 
kind,  and  to  bring  them  by  Christ  to  everlasting 
salvation  as  vessels  made  to  honour.     This  God 
himself  has  made  known  to  me,  for  I  have  prayed 
to  God  the  Holy  Ghost  to  have  mercy  upon  me  a 
miserable  sinner,  and  he  has  heard  my  prayer, 
and    given   me   a  lively  faith    in  God's  mercy 
through  Christ,  and  a  most  thaukf  id  remembrance 
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of  his  death.  These  are  some  few  of  the  evidences, 
tokens,  and  good  qualifications  that  I  am  scraping 
together  against  that  day,  to  serve  as  a  cordial, 
a  prop,  and  a  support  in  my  conflict  with  our  last 

enemy. 

Ever  your's, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

P.S.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  my  dear  friend. 
I  am  going  to  move  to  Pentonville. 


LETTER     CCLXXXIY. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


MY    DEAR    TURNER, 


OUR  chapel  will  soon  be  ready  to  open,  and 
Lewes  is  at  present  without  a  minister ;  I  wish 
you  would  come  up  to  town  and  stay  awhile.  If 
you  are  troubled  with  the  gout  in  your  pocket, 
you  are  welcome  to  ten  pounds  as  soon  as  you 
come ;  I  long  much  to  see  you.  I  have  been  a 
round  into  Sussex  and  Kent,  and  am  but  just 
returned:  and  surely  the  good  Lord  has  been 
with  me,  and  still  blesses,  owns,  and  gives  testi 
mony  to  the  word  of  his  grace ;  while  those  that 
contend  for  Moses,  get  nearer  and  nearer  the 
Mount,  more  and  more  benighted,  more  useless, 
more  barren,  moie  dry,  and  more  dead.  But  we 
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know  who  is  the  true  light,  the  resurrection  and 
the  life. 

Oh  Turner  I  let  him  in  your  labours  be  all  in 
all,  for  such  the  word  of  God  reveals  him,  and 
nothing  less;  and  this  is  the  work  which  God 
will  own,  confirm,  and  seal,  and  no  other. 

God  bless  you.     Excuse  haste. 

THE    COALHEAVER. 


•"rv-OKH 


LETTEE    COLXXXV. 

TO    THE    SAME. 


1  AM  still  in  the  bricks  and  mortar,  or  you  would 
have  heard  from  me  before.  More  than  three 
months  continual  bustle  has  fell  to  my  share,  but 
nothing  I  hope  will  ever  be  sufficient  to  remove 
my  heart  from  my  God,  or  my  God  from  1113* 
heart.  But  I  am  so  beset  with  intruders  and 
builders,  that  if  I  do  not  awake  up  by  four  in  the 
morning  I  cannot  settle  my  books,  take  stock,  or 
count  my  cash,  and  without  this  it  is  in  vain  to 
occupy  till  he  comes,  because  I  know  not  whether 
I  gain  or  lose  by  trading.  I  know  I  began  with 
two  talents,  and  I  am  more  than  sure,  thus  to  be 
contented  with  godliness  is  great  gain,  because 
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the  Holy  Spirit,  his  grace,  influences,  and  opera 
tions,  together  with  the  benefits  of  Christ's  death 
which  he  applies,  is  the  only  power  and  real  sub 
stance  of  what  the  scriptures  call  godliness.  And 
what  can  be  greater  gain  than  a  divine  person, 
who  is  the  breath  of  our  nostrils,  our  animator, 
and  eternal  comforter  ?  We  are  the  temples  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  he  is  the  beauty  of  holiness, 
and  is  that  holiness  that  becomes  this  house  for 
ever.  Upon  him  my  soul  waits  for  instruction, 
for  light,  for  help,  for  proper  frames  of  mind,  for 
proper  words  in  the  work,  and  for  power  to 
clothe  them  and  make  all  effectual.  In  spirit  and 
in  truth  must  all  true  worshippers  worship,  for 
the  Father  seeketh  such,  and  no  other,  to  worship 
and  to  adore  him.  This  is  our  inward  glory,  and 
our  furniture  for  every  good  work.  I  am  glad 
that  you  find  yourself  at  home  among  my  dear 
friends,  and  that  you  are  enlarged  among  them. 
Tender  my  love  to  any  that  may  enquire  after  the 
Coalheaver.  Our  new  chapel  is  not  only  full  but 
runs  over. 

Your's  most  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


303 
LETTER  CCLXXXVI. 

TO   F.  A. 


Ilplm.sley. 


My  Dear  Friend  in  Christ  Jesus,  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace 
be  with  tliee,  through  the  mediation  of  the  Son  of  the 
Father  in  truth  and  love. 

I  AM  now  in  my  little  Cabin,  on  board  the  Pro 
vidence,  bound  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
tbe  fair  havens.  In  this  little  delightful  coll  I 
have  had  many  sweet  and  bitter  hours,  sweet 
indulgences  and  cutting  desertions.  But  so  it 
must  be,  the  Paschal  Lamb  was  eaten  with  bitter 
herbs ;  John's  little  book  was  sweet  and  bitter, 
and  so  was  EzekieFs  roll  ;  and  all  the  garments 
of  the  Son  of  God  smell  of  myrrh  and  aloes ;  and 
with  myrrh  and  aloes  was  the  Son  of  God  embalm 
ed  at  his  burial.  The  heart  knows  it»  own  bitter 
ness,  and  the  stranger  intermeddleth  not  with  its 
joy ;  the  latter  is  a  day  of  prosperity  in  which  we 
are  bid  to  be  joyful,  the  former  a  day  of  adversity 
in  which  we  are  to  consider ;  God  hath  set  the 
one  over  against  the  other. 

It  is  well  known  that  nothing  is  so  salubrious, 
nothing  so  strengthening  to  the  stomach,  nothing 
promotes  appetite  like  wholesome  bitters,  or  bit 
ter  herbs.  The  believer  goes  in  and  out  in  tin- 
exercise  of  faith,  and  finds  pasture.  How  sweet 
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is  the  cup  of  salvation  and  the  cup  of  consolation 
after  a  taste  of  the  bitter  cup,  in  which  is  sin  and 
fear,  guilt,  shame,  wrath  and  death.  But  this 
bitter  cup,  with  all  its  dregs,  fell  to  the  share  of 
the  surety  of  the  better  testament ;  our  sipping  of 
it  gives  us  a  fellowship  with  him  in  his  sufferings  ; 
it  is  planting  us  together  in  the  likeness  of  his 
death  ;  it  is  a  crucifying  us  together  with  him.  It 
serves  to  furnish  us  with  sympathy ;  we  look  at 
him  whom  we  have  pierced  and  mourn,  while  a 
sense  of  his  dying  love,  mixed  with  a  sense  of 
his  sufferings,  this,  this  melts  us  down  in  love 
together,  and  joins  us  to  him,  and  makes  us  one 
with  him  !  while  the  soul-transforming  power  and 
influence  impress  the  image  of  the  heavenly 
Adam  on  the  soul !  "  Changed,"  saith  Paul, 
u  into  the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  as 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord ;  "  and  the  more  we  look 
to  him,  the  more  this  transforming  work  goes 
on.  Enlivening  rays,  refreshing  dews  descend; 
while  humble  acknowledgments,  and  grateful 
praises  ascend. 

The  fountain  of  life  furnishes  the  river  of 
pleasure,  and  the  streams  water  the  little  hills  of 
Zion,  and  make  glad  the  city  of  God.  "  I  will 
water  them  every  moment,"  saith  God,  "and 
make  their  souls  as  a  watered  garden,"  Isai.  Iviii. 
11.  And  when  the  countenance  of  the  sun  of 
righteousness  is  lifted  up  upon  us,  it  exhales  all 
the  moisture,  and  draws  it  back  again  in  acts  of 
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spiritual  devotion.  God  is  the  fountain  of  living 
waters  above,  and  grace  is  a  springing  well  below  ; 
and  as  the  fountain  feeds  the  spring,  so  the  spring- 
rises  up  and  sends  back  to  God  its  overflowings. 
The  heart  of  the  wise  is  a  well-spring  of  life,  and 
the  words  of  wisdom  a  flowing  brook.  "  Spring 
up,  0  well,  sing  ye  unto  it," 

Farewell.     Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  and 
all  friends,  so  prays 

The  Sinner  Saved, 

W.  H. 


LETTER     CCLXXXVIL 

TO    THE    SAME. 
DEAR    FRIEND, 

I  RECEIVED  yours  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  0.  and  am 
glad  you  are  well.  I  am  still  in  the  land  of  the 
living,  though  the  devil  is  sorely  vexed  at  it,  for 
God  still  gives  testimony  to  the  word.of  his  grace. 
His  word  runs  and  is  glorified,  and  Satan  will  not 
part  with  his  captives  easily,  and  it  is  a  sore  grief 
to  him  that  any  one  is  raised  up  to  seek  the  wel 
fare  of  the  children  of  Israel.  He  has  pursued 
me  with  unremitted  violence  for  thirty-three  years, 
sometimes  by  all  the  fiery  darts  he  can  muster, 
and  the  most  foul  temptations  ;  and  sometimes  by 
worldlings,  impostors,  apostates,  heretics,  .and 
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hypocrites ;  but  God  blasts  all  their  plans,  mars 
their  counsels,  frustrates  the  tokens  of  liars,  carries 
the  counsel  of  the  froward  headlong,  and  makes 
diviners  mad.  Four  or  five  of  my  worst  enemies 
have  been  lately  cut  off  as  the  foam  upon  the 
waters  ;  but  having  obtained  help  of  my  God,  the 
Coalheaver  continues  to  this  day.  Many  weapons 
have  been  formed  against  me,  but  they  do  not 
prosper  :  God  has  known  my  soul  in  adversity, 
and  he  has  delivered  me,  and  justified  me,  and 
accepted  me  in  his  dear  Son,  and  revealed  his  Son 
in  me ;  and  this  work  is  done  for  ever,  and  stands 
fast,  and  will  never  more  be  sifted  up,  canvassed 
over,  nor  will  it,  nor  need  it  be  repeated  again. 
Whom  God  justifies  them  he  also  glorifies ;  once 
washed,  for  ever  clean  :  "  He  that  is  washed, 
needeth  not  save  to  wash  his  feet,  but  is  clean 
every  whit,"  John  xiii.  10  ;  and  in  the  wedding 
robe  for  ever  just  -  -  pardon  makes  us  nigh, 
and  the  best  robe  makes  us  one  with  him. 

Sometimes  I  feel  myself  getting  dry  and  un 
savoury,  having  ploughed  and  sowed,  harrowed 
and  rolled,  dunged  and  limed  so  long  upon  one 
part  of  the  Lord's  husbandry  ;  this  makes  me  fret 
and  fear,  pray,  watch  and  wait,  for  my  soul 
dreads  withering  into  a  mere  form ;  and  when  the 
new  cruse,  the  oil,  the  salt,  and  the  springing 
well  rise  up  afresh  and  flow  out,  then  at  it  I  go 
again  as  long  as  fountain,  or  spring- well,  or  pool, 
river  or  stream,  dew  or  rain  last ;  and  then  again 
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I  seem  to  be  dried  up  like  a  potsherd,  no  moisture 
either  in  the  fleece  or  in  the  floor,  then  I  pray 
and  a  terrible  answer  in  righteousness  comes,  and 
into  the  furnace  I  go,  cavilling,  kicking,  murmur 
ing  and  fretting  till  I  get  to  the  bottom  ;  when 
the  anchor  of  hope  forbids  any  further  descent, 
then  up  I  come  meek  and  soft,  weeping  and  re 
joicing,  blessing  and  praising,  kissing  and  hugging 
till  I  have  killed  all  my  comforts,  or  hugged  them 
to  death,  and  then  like  Samson  shorn  of  his  locks, 
I  fret  and  repine.  My  love  to  all  that  favour  the 

Son  of  God. 

Ever  yours, 

W.H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  CCLXXXYIII. 

TO  T.  0. 

Helmsley. 
DEAR    TOMMY, 

'  THE  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over  and  gone, 
the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth,  the  time  of  the 
singing  of  birds  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the 
turtle  is  heard  in  our  land  ;  "  and  this  is  the  time 
that  cripples,  invalids,  and  old  age  with  her 
crutches  creep  out  of  their  holes ;  and  it  is  the 
poor,  the  halt,  the  lame,  the  maimed  and  the  blind, 
that  are  invited  to  grace  the  marriage  feast  of  the 
Lamb  of  God yea,  these  mystic  members 
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compose  the  bride,  the  king's  daughter,  and  the 
Lamb's  wife:  "He  that  hath  the  bride  is  the 
bridegroom,"  Peace  in  the  conscience  is  the 
souFs  bridal  shoes,  faith  is  the  bride's  hand,  the 
actings  of  faith  or  the  exercises  of  it  are  the 
bride's  fingers,  and  when  faith  can  act  on  the  love 
of  God  so  as  to  bring  it  in,  love  is  the  soul's  bridal 
ring.  Imputed  righteousness  put  on  by  faith  is 
the  soul's  wedding  garment,  the  Spirit  and  his 
grace  are  the  church's  inward  glory,  and  love  to 
the  truth  is  the  chain  of  her  neck ;  a  sense  of 
pardoning  love  is  her  lamp  of  salvation,  and 
joy  is  the  oil  in  her  vessel  :  "  The  light  of  the 
righteous  rejoice th,  when  the  lamp  of  the  wicked 
is  put  out." 

The  incarnation  of  Christ  is  his  espousing  our 
nature,  and  regeneration  is  our  open  espousals  to 
him ;  he  is  by  the  former  flesh  of  our  flesh,  and 
by  the  latter  we  are  joined  to  the  Lord  and  are 
one  spirit  with  him.  And,  "  He  that  loveth  is 
born  of  God  ;  "  and  to  desire  him  (Christ)  above 
all,  is  love  in  the  smoking  flax,  for,  "  The  desire 
of  a  man  is  his  kindness ;  "  but,  love  in  the  joy 
of  it  is  love  not  in  the  smoke,  but  in  the  heat 
and  in  the  flame.  Pray  how  does  Mrs.  0.  do  ? 
Tell  her  that  the  troubler  of  Israel,  the  Coal- 
heaver,  the  Doctor,  sends  his  kind  love  to  her, 
wishing  her  all  peace,  health,  wealth,  and  pros 
perity,  long  life  and  liberty,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  that  sun  which  never  goes  down.  All  hail ! 
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and  good  success  to  us  farmers.  God  speed  the 
plough,  and  bless  the  seed  sown,  and  increase  the 
fruits  of  righteousness  by  settling  the  furrows, 
watering  the  ridges,  blessing  the  springing,  and 
crowning  the  harvest. 

Amen  and  amen  says, 

W.  H. 


LETTER  CCLXXXIX. 

TO  I.  L. 

Winchester  Row. 
DEAR    FRIEND, 

You  have  forgot  your  promise  of  writing  to  me, 
but  I  suppose  Satan  tells  you  silence  best  becomes 
the  miserable.  However  I  would  not  be  of  the 
devil's  privy  council,  nor  keep  the  secrets  of  his 
infernal  cabinet ;  depend  on  it  he  never  will 
prophesy  any  good  of  you,  therefore  listen  to 
none  of  his  temptations,  for  he  knows  nothing  of 
God's  purpose  concerning  your  final  state.  He 
is  the  enemy  both  of  God  and  man,  a  murderer, 
and  aims  at  nothing  but  the  increase  of  his  own 
broken  kingdom,  and  can  never  be  divided  against 
himself.  Kemember,  Christ,  and  him  alone, 
hath  made  satisfaction  to  injured  Justice  by 
putting  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  and 
hath  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  cross  for  us ; 
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there  is  no  other  satisfaction  to  be  made,  that 
work  is  finished  :  and  by  his  spotless  obedience 
to  the  law  he  hath  fulfilled  all  righteousness  in 
our  name,  Son  of  man,  in  our  nature,  "  He  was 
made  flesh ; "  thus  a  righteousness  wrought  out 
for  us,  and  by  the  gospel  brought  nigh  to  us, 
The  gospel  knows  of  no  other  righteousness  than 
this,  nor  is  any  other  ever  to  be  wrought  out  for 
our  justification  before  God. 

If  thou  art  patching  this  spotless  robe  with  thy 
old  cloth,  they  will  never  agree,  the  rent  will 
only  be  made  worse,  and  so  you  will  feel  it.  The 
law  itself  forbids  a  garment  of  linen  and  woollen 
together.  You  seem  to  me  to  be  a  friend  to  the 
devil,  for  instead  of  resisting,  you  rather  invite 
him ;  and  instead  of  fighting,  you  start  aside, 
cast  away  your  bow,  give  up  all  confidence,  refuse 
all  comfort,  and  in  effect  say,  take  me  devil.  I 
know  a  choice  man  of  God,  who  in  his  distress  of 
soul,  desired  God  to  damn  him  that  he  might 
know  the  worst  of  his  state ;  what  is  this  but 
praying  against  God's  decree,  and  desiring  to 
meet  the  devil  half  way  ?  I  know  a  woman  who, 
in  an  hour  of  temptation  had  listened  to  Satan  till 
she  was  quite  sick  of  it,  cried  out  and  said,  I  will 
never  believe  I  shall  be  damned  till  I  am  in  hell ; 
she  fought  more  like  a  man  than  a  woman,  but 
you  fight  more  like  a  child  than  a  man.  The 
Lord  knew  that  we  all  were  transgressors  from 
the  womb,  and  are  bent  to  backslide ;  but  he  has 
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promised  to  heal  our  backslidings  and  love  us 
freely. 

The  Lord  has  set  his  long  forbearing  mercy 
against  our  propensity  to  offend,  his  slowness  to 
auger  against  our  hourly  follies,  his  riches  against 
our  deep  poverty,  and  his  abounding  grace  against 
our  abounding  iniquity ;  therefore  be  of  good 
comfort,  arise,  he  will  yet  call  thee,  only  believe 
and  thou  shalt  be  made  whole.  You  will  not 
find  Christ  to  cast  you  off  easy,  he  knows  our 
weaknesses,  and  has  been  tempted  in  all  points 
like  unto  us,  yet  without  sin,  and  is  able  to 
succour  them  who  are  tempted;  therefore,  "Cast 
not  away  your  confidence,  which  hath  a  recom 
pense  of  reward."  "Be  of  good  cheer,  arise,  he 
calleth  thee."  u  Only  believe,  and  thou  shalt  be 
made  whole." 

Tell  your  sister  I  have  enquired  after  her  place 
of  servitude,  and  am  informed  it  is  a  very  good 
one,  which  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of.  Tell  her 
to  beg  of  Christ  to  take  possession  of  her  heart, 
he  will  have  no  less  ;  that  he  desires  for  his  habit 
ation  ;  and  when  he  takes  possession  of  that  he 
will  keep  all  others  out.  He  yields  up  the  con 
trite  heart  to  none ;  here  he  sways  his  sceptre, 
and  grace  reigns  over  sin  ;  here  he  writes  his 
laws,  and  erects  his  kingdom  for  ever ;  here  he 
gives  his  keys  and  sets  his  seal ;  all  his  springs 
are  here.  Blessed  is  that  heart  that  is  governed 
by  such  a  sovereign,  and  for  ever  blessed  be  that 
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King  who  deigns  to  dwell  in  such  a  palace.     Fare 
thee  well,'  all  grace  be  with  thee,  while  I  remain, 
Thine  in  the  Lord, 

HUNTINGTON. 


This  has  been  begun  almost  three  weeks  ago, 
but  time  failed. 


LETTEE   CCXC. 

1  THANK  my  kind  friend  for  all  his  good  tidings, 
they  comfort  my  heart.  But  -  is  at  my 

former  work,  envying  the  visions  of  some,  and 
the  penny  of  others.  This  part  of  your  letter 
furnished  me  with  a  text  for  last  Monday  night, 
take  the  substance  of  it.  It  is  the  Lord's  promise 
that  he  will  manifest  himself  to  his  children, 
John  xiv.  21.  This  manifestation  is  sometimes 
corporeal,  as  among  the  Jews  before  his  death, 
and  to  his  disciples  after  his  resurrection  ;  they 
saw  him  and  handled  him. 

There  is  a  spiritual  manifestation  in  open  vision 
to  the  enlightened  understanding  :  this  John  saw, 
the  Lamb  slain  on  the  throne,  and  in  the  robe  of 
his  glorified  humanity  among  the  candlesticks. 
Isaiah  saw  him  in  dyed  garments,  and  in  the 
sixth  chapter  on  his  throne  of  glory ;  Daniel  also, 
and  Ezekiel  too  as  priest,  in  the  ninth  chapter, 
and  as  king  in  the  first  chapter,  and  in  the 
eleventh.  But  although  such  a  sight  is  most 


313 

desirable,  yet  this,  abstractedly  considered,  is  not 
salvation ;  the  kingdom  of  God  stands  in  power, 
nor  does  faith  stand  in  sights,  but  in  the  power 
of  God.  Balaam's  vision  was  most  illustrious, 
but  not  attended  with  the  power  of  grace  ;  nor 
Jo  I  believe  that  the  elders  of  Israel  fared  any 
better;  they  saw  him,  but  felt  not  his  power,  for, 
"Upon  the  nobles  he  laid  not  his  hands,"  Exod. 
xxiv.  8 — 12.  Blessed  are  they  that  have  not 
thus  seen,  and  yet  have  believed.  I  saw  him, 
but  sight  of  itself  is  not  sufficient,  my  salvation 
was  felt ;  pardon,  love,  joy  and  peace  Ho  wed  in 
—guilt,  fear,  bondage,  condemnation  and  wrath 
vanished ;  when  faith,  hope,  and  rest  flowed  in, 
and  evangelical  repentance  flowed  out. 

He  promises  to  manifest  himself  to  us,  but  we 
must  not  limit  his  promise.  A  thing  may  bv> 
manifested  by  sight,  to  the  ear  also,  and  to  the 
feeling  ;  weigh  and  compare  the  following  texts  : 
God  makes  manifest  the  savour  of  his  knowledge, 
2  Cor.  ii.  14.  It  is  life  eternal  to  know  God  in 
his  dear  Son.  The  mystery  of  Christ  is  mani 
fested  by  the  power  of  his  word,  Col.  iv.  3,  4. 
Anyone  benefit  of  Christ's  death  to  the  conscience, 
is  to  us  a  proof  of  God  manifest  in  the  flesh, 
1  Tim.  iii.  16.  There  is  a  manifestation  of  the 
truth,  2  Cor.  iv.  2  ;  and  truth  is  to  make  us  free. 
There  is  a  manifestation  of  God  the  Father's 
name,  John  xvii.  6 ;  and  what  that  name  is,  see 
Exodus  xxxiv.  5 — 7  ;  and  there  is  a 
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tion  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  for  our  profit,  1  Cor. 
xii.  7.  Those,  and  all  these  are  Christ ;  he  came 
that  we  might  have  life,  by  faith,  by  hope,  by 
love,  by  the  Spirit ;  and  by  the  word  of  truth  he 
dwells  in  us.  And  such  souls  are  manifestively  the 
epistles  of  Christ,  having  faith,  hope,  and  peace, 
in  a  tender,  feeling  conscience,  which  is  what  is 
meant  by  the  fleshly  tables  of  the  heart. 

Let  this  suffice,  and  be  sure  of  this,  that  the 
greatest  blessing  under  heaven  is  divine  life  ;  this 
Christ  came  to  give,  and  let  this  be  our  comfort 
in  our  affliction,  his  word  has  quickened  us.  I 
beg  my  duty  to  S.  my  kind  love  to  Mr.  B.  also  to 
our  friend  E.  who  labours  with  us  in  the  word 

and  doctrine. 

S.S. 

LETTEE    CCXCI. 

DEAR    FRIEND, 


XHREE  of  yours  layby  me  unanswered,  but  hav 
ing  this  cold  weather  but  little  use  of  a  pen,  and 
never  having  been  a  master  of  it,  it  becomes  now 
no  small  difficulty.  But  man  in  his  first  birth  is 
born  to  trouble,  'and  if  regenerated  he  is  a  brother 
born  for  adversity  ;  his  flesh  upon  him  shall  have 
pain,  and  his  soul  within  him  shall  mourn.  But 
every  thing  that  drives  us  to  God  and  deadens  us 
to  the  world,  is  for  the  soul's  good  ;  troubles  keep 
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the  faith  iu  exercise,  and  the  soul  in  motion  ; 
prayer  is  at  work,  and  this  empties  the  vessel  of 
its  unhallowed  burthen,  till  the  devil  comes  with 
a  fresh  cargo.  How  nearly  allied  are  the  devil 
and  man's  carnal  mind  ;  and  if  a  man  knows  and 
adores  his  Saviour,  who  is  the  saint's  rock  and  the 
sinner's  stumbling1  block,  what  thousands  of 
engines  will  Satan  employ  to  make  the  cross 
heavy. 

I  am  surrounded  with  the  most  bitter  enemies 
in  tho  ministry,  and  in  profession,  besides  the 
treachery  and  deceitfulness  of  pretended  friends, 
who  quench  the  spirit  of  love,  and  wriggle  them 
selves  out  of  all  concern  and  prayer  for  them  that 
are  near  to  me  ;  and  yet  in  the  midst  of  all  this  I 
have  uncommon  success,  beyond  all  that  I  have 
ever  seen  ;  this  is  some  comfort,  though  they  are 
increased  that  trouble  me :  yet  they  do  not  pass 
altogether  unnoticed  of  God  who  fill  their  sermons 
with  invectives  against  me.  And  this  I  have  long 
observed,  that  those  who  set  themselves  against 
ruling  powers,  are  in  the  general  enemies  to  the 
godhead  of  him  by  whom  they  rule.  But  there 
is  an  end  of  all  this,  and  the  expectation  of 
hope  shall  not  be  cut  off,  and  I  must  lay  at  anchor. 
Farewell. 

W.1L 
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LETTEE   CCXCII. 

GOD  still  blesses  the  antinomian,  and  many  rage, 
storm,  and  curse  the  more.  Oppression  exercised 
upon  the  household  of  faith,  fills  the  measure 
apace,  and  when  that  is  full  go  they  must  ;  but  all 
these  secret  things  will  be  made  known  and  come 
abroad,  and  our  eyes  will  see  their  works  and  their 
rewards.  Both  God  and  conscience,  wise  virgins 
and  foolish,  churchmen  and  dissenters,  articles 
and  homilies  ;  the  examinations  of  the  clergy,  and 
the  subscriptions  of  dissenting  teachers;  yea,  law 
and  gospel,  all,  all  with  one  voice  approve  and 
acquit,  justify  and  admire,  sanctify  and  glorify 
the  men  in  whom  is  found  that  faith  that  work- 
eth  by  love.  These  are  the  good  things  found 
toward  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 

God  bless  you, 

S.S. 


LETTEE    CCXCIII. 

TO  MISS  D. 

Dear  Friend,  Fellow-sinner  and  Fellow-sufferer,  Grace  and 
peace  be  multiplied  through,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Christ 

Jesus. 

Cricklewood  House,  Edgware  Eoad. 

REPORT  tells  me,  that  thou  art  fallen  into  the 
hand,  and  under  the  rod  of  God;  that  as  the 


317 

searcher  of  all  hearts,  and  the  trier  of  reins,  he 
is  now  displaying  his  omniscience  in  tbee,  in 
making  you  know  your  past  life,  your  vain 
thoughts,  and  the  plague  of  your  own  heart,  in 
its  enmity,  in  it  impenitency,  in  its  unbelief,  and 
in  its  rebellion ;  its  guilt,  its  filth,  its  deceitful  - 
ness,  its  frailty,  its  fear,  and  its  shame  ;  and  God 
grant  that  this  report  may  be  true.  And  if  true, 
all  the  characters  of  God's  darling  and  eternal 
Son,  all  his  anointings  and  appointments  are  cal 
culated,  suited,  ordained,  and  intended  for  such 
miserable  sinners,  in  these  their  perilous  cases  ; 
"  I  am  not  sent,  but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  of  Israel.  And  other  sheep  I  have  which 
arc  not  of  this  fold,  them  also  I  must  bring.'' 
The  Spirit  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath  sent  me 
to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek,  to  bind  up  th»- 
broken  hearted,  to  open  the  prison  to  them  that 
are  bound,  and  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are 
bruised,  Luke  iv.  18 ;  to  comfort  all  that  mourn 
in  Zion,  to  feed  the  hungry,  and  to  heal  the  sick  ; 
"  The  whole  need  not  the  physician  :  "  and  woe  to 
them  that  are  full,  who  justify  themselves  before 
men. 

This,  my  dear  girl,  is  his  work,  alloted  and 
lined  out ;  to  this  was  his  appointment  confined, 
and  to  accomplish  this  was  he  anointed  and  sent ; 
and  in  this  work  ho  is  the  same  yesterday,  to 
day,  and  for  ever.  Ilence  his  own  declaration, 
" Behold,"  take  notice  of  that,  "my  reward  is 
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with  me,  and  my  work  before  me."  He  cleanses 
us  from  sin,  quickens  the  dead,  and  justifies  the 
ungodly  ;  he  enlightens  the  soul,  works  faith  in 
the  mind,  and  by  the  discoveries  of  his  dying 
love  he  binds  up  the  broken  hearted,  and  sets  at 
liberty  those  that  are  bruised,  and  is  the  comfort 
of  them  that  mourn  in  Zion. 

There  is  not  one  word  in  all  the  everlasting 
gospel  against  a  sensible,  lost  and  undone  sinner, 
who  feels  his  need  of  Jesus,  and  seeks  him  with 
all  his  heart,  no,  not  one  word.  Christ  himself 
invites  the  weary,  the  thirsty,  the  heavy-laden, 
and  all  that  are  willing,  to  come  to  him,  and  to 
take  the  water  of  life  freely  ;  and  declares  that 
whosoever  cometh  he  will  in  no  wise  cast  out ; 
and  his  gospel  is  not  yea  and  nay,  but  yea  and 
amen.  Be  of  good  cheer,  he  is  the  resurrection 
and  the  life,  and  whosoever  believeth  on  him 
shall  never  die.  Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee. 


LETTEE     CCXCIY. 

I  HAVE  just  corrected  my  last  sheet  of  the  penny 
per  day,  and  it  will  be  out  on  Sunday  next,  if 
nothing  prevent.  I  have  still  to  be  thankful  that 
I  do  not  labour  in  vain.  Last  Sunday  came  into 
the  vestry  one  crying  out  under  the  anointing ; 
my  text  was,  u  Because  of  the  savour  of  thy  good 
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ointments,  thy  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth, 
therefore  do  the  virgins  love  thee,"  Song  i.  3. 

Poor  Mr.  B.  who  I  have  long  thought  was  almost 
buried  in  the  world,  has  been  long  and  sorely 
afflicted,  and  was  sullen,  dry,  barren,  and  stub 
born  under  the  rod,  and  I  began  to  stand  in  doubt 
of  him  ;  but  God  has  lately  mingled  the  meekness, 
contrition,  humility,  and  compunction  of  his 
Spirit  with  his  heavy  afflictions,  and  it  is  won 
derful  to  see  the  sweetness,  clew,  and  warmth 
which  these  influences  have  produced  in  him. 
And  indeed  all  trouble  is  hardening,  all  grief  ter 
minates  in  self-pity,  all  sorrow  is  and  must  be 
worldly,  or  desperate  sorrow,  and  all  trials  only 
stir  up  enmity,  rage,  and  rebellion,  unless  the 
Holy  Spirit  operates  upon  our  confused  chaos. 
One  breath  of  life  on  the  dry  bones,  one  motion 
of  the  Spirit  upon  our  darkness,  one  humbling 
influence  upon  our  worst  frames  gives  the  blessed 
consecration,  and  turns  all  our  troubles  into  a 
divine  channel ;  making  sorrow,  godly  sorrow  ; 
grief,  pious  grief ;  troublr,  sanctified  afflictions. 
Tribulation  becomes  a  purging  draught ;  the  work 
of  the  furnace  becomes  in  its  effects  more  pre 
cious  than  gold ;  our  stubbornness  makes  us  re 
lent,  our  rebellion  debases  us,  and  our  heart- 
risings  at  God  terminate  in  cringing  to  him  in 
love,  and  in  repentance  towards  him  in  dust  and 
ashes. 

He  turns  the  stony  heart  into  a  springing  well, 
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and  the  shadow  of  death  into  the  morning ;  and 
I  have  often  wondered  where  we  should  go,  into 
what  unfathomable  depths  of  woe  we  should 
plunge  when  hurried  on  by  jealous  rage,  enmity, 
hardness,  rebellion,  the  devil's  darts,  and  unbelief, 
if  the  heavenly  Dove  did  not  command  a  calm, 
rebuke  our  rage,  and  hover  over  the  sin-disordered 
soul.  I  am  more  than  sure  that  not  one  true  idea 
or  conception  of  God,  not  one  thought  worthy  of 
him,  no  veneration  for  his  name,  no  trust  in  him, 
nor  gratitude  to  him,  but  what  springs  from  the 
prolific  operations  of  this  our  benevolent  Monitor, 
Admonisher,  and  Intelligencer.  These  things  I 
have  long  watched  and  observed  with  much  atten 
tion,  and  I  believe  that  my  own  observations  on 
these  things,  have  in  the  general  agreed  with  the 
experience  of  others,  who  have  been  at  all  ac 
quainted  with  the  internal  war  of  these  jarring 
principles ;  the  different  claims,  cries,  and  crav 
ings,  so  contrary  the  one  to  the  other,  that  the 
wisest  and  best  of  guides  have  been  brought  to 
halt,  not  knowing  which  Lo  to  follow,  or  which 
course  to  steer.  But  this  I  have  always  observed, 
that  the  worst  party  is  always  the  most  clamorous, 
the  most  sonorous,  the  most  violent,  and  strives 
the  hardest  for  mastery ;  the  other  is  still,  calm, 
composed,  and  quiet,  having  nothing  to  fear  from 
banter,  bustle,  and  noise. 

W.  H.  8.  S. 
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LETTER  CCXCV. 

AT  present  I  am  but  poorly  with  a  cold,  but  I 
am  more  and  more  sensible  of  the  preciousness  of 
Christ,  and  of  the  infinite  worth  of  a  good  hope, 
both  of  which  increase  daily  in  price  as  old  age 
comes  on,  and  the  mark  of  the  prize  approaches 
nearer.  I  should  be  of  all  men  most  miserable 
were  it  not  for  a  precious  Saviour,  precious  faith 
in  him,  and  many  precious  promises  to  encourage 
and  support  it.  I  feel  an  increasing  debility,  but 
it  is  sanctified,  and  my  soul  cleaves  the  closer  to 
the  darling  of  all  lost  sinners.  Fix  your  eyes  and 
your  heart  upon  this  holy  one,  this  just  one,  for 
all  besides  will  delude,  disappoint,  and  ultimately 
deceive ;  but  the  enduring  substance  must  remain, 
and  will  be  all-sufficient,  when  this  world  and  all 
that  is  in  it,  yea,  heart  and  flesh  all  fail  together. 
Christ  is  and  will  be  the  prize,  when  all  besides 

is  a  blank. 

Your's  most  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  CCXCVI. 

DEAR    SARAH, 

I  WAS  very  sorry  to  hear  of  -  -  being  in  the 
furnace,  but  man  is  born  to  trouble  by  his  first 
birth,  and  by  the  second  he  is  a  brother  born  for 
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adversity.  These  things  are  grievous,  but  they 
are  great  blessings  when  sanctified  to  us,  I  mean, 
when  by  the  Spirit's  operations  on  us  we  are 
meekened,  softened,  humbled,  and  made  tender 
hearted,  and  become  submissive  and  more  resigned 
to  the  will  of  God  by  them.  As  to  myself,  I 
generally  find  my  spirit  stubborn  and  rebellious 
when  the  rod  comes  on,  but  afterward  it  yields 
the  fruits  of  peace,  humility,  quietude,  and  con 
trition,  which  are  more  precious  in  the  sight  of 
God  than  all  the  gaudy  acd  fair  shew  in  the  flesh, 
which  is  set  off  and  so  much  admired  by  the  advo 
cates  of  natural  religion. 

Sure  I  am  that  my  gains  have  been  great  by 
the  furnace,  it  is  buying  of  Christ  gold  tried  in 
the  fire,  which  makes  us  rich  in  faith  though  it 
costs  us  much  pain  ;  and  we  are  compelled  to  part 
with  peace,  ease,  contentment,  rest,  &c.  all  which 
are  as  dear  to  us  as  a  down  bed,  or  a  path  paved 
with  moss.  However  I  bless  God  for  them  all, 
for  these  things  have  so  broken  my  spirit,  that  the 
devil  himself  will  find  hard  work  to  petrify  it 
again ;  and  in  all  this  do  I  see  the  wisdom  of  God, 
for  I  am  not  a  little  indulged  now  under  the  in 
firmities  of  old  age,  which  did  not  use  to  be  the 
-case  with  me  but  quite  the  reverse.  Farewell. 
Grace  and  peace  be  with  you. 

W.  H. 
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LETTER    CCXCVII. 

K  Epistle  came  safe!  when  I  was  pondering 
over  the  dreary  way,  and  the  tlurny  paths  that 
have  appeared  in  my  pilgrimage.  One  place  1 
built  at  Worpolsdon  in  Surrey,  that  they  took  from 
me;  another  at  Woking,  they  robbed  me  of  that 
also.  I  built  another  at  Sunbury  in  Middlesex, 
and  they  turned  me  out  of  that ;  and  this  has 
been  set  on  fire  twice,  and  now  burnt  down  :  but 
none  of  these  things  move  me,  the  olfem-o  of  the 
cross  is  not  ceased,  the  life  of  Christ  and  the  cross 
are  inseparable  ;  no  life,  no  cross. 

The  only  place  that  will  admit  us  is  Grub  Street. 
Last  Thursday  my  friends  agreed  for  that,  and 
the  report  of  this  so  spread  in  two  days,  that  more 
than  two  thousand  attended,  and  some  hundreds 
that  could  not  get  in.  This  was  the  first  time 
they  heard  me  since  the  fire,  and  [their  wishful 
looks,  their  glee,  and  the  sympathy  of  their  coun 
tenances  put  me  to  the  test — I  longed  for  Joseph's 
weeping  apartment,  for  I  had  hard  work  to  refrain 
and  conceal.  But  I  swallowed,  and  I  shunned 
every  pathetic  expression,  and  by  breaking  out 
into  a  fiery  zeal  I  soared  above  it.  I  admire  the 
lamb  in  the  closet,  but  the  lion  best  becomes  the 
pulpit,  and  I  am  a  better  ma-ter,  and  more  ac 
quainted  with  this  art  than  most. 
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I  concluded  when  the  fire  happened,  that  God 
intended  it  to  drive  me  into  the  country,  either 
into  the  north,  or  into  Suffolk  and  Ely,  for  it 
matters  not  to  me  where.  God  is  my  rest,  refuge, 
and  dwelling  place,  and  if  I  feel  him  I  am  at 
home  go  where  I  may.  The  people  had  heard  of 
this  and  made  great  lamentation,  and  having 
fasted  a  whole  month  they  have  tried  the  letter 
men,  not  as  formerly  with  the  dew  on  their  branch, 
but  with  a  thirsty  soul,  and  have  returned  with 
the  pitchers  empty,  finding  no  water.  But  my 
dwelling  is  still  to  be  where  Satan's  seat  is,  in 
the  midst  of  them  that  would  swallow  me  up 
whole  as  the  grave,  and  alive  as  those  that  go 
into  the  pit.  At  present  we  are  all  in  motion, 
some  looking  out  for  a  spot  of  ground,  some 
bringing  their  offerings,  others  wishing  the  glory 
of  the  latter  house  may  exceed  the  glory  of  the 
former ;  but  it  is  to  bear  the  same  name,  this  I 
gave  them  to  understand  from  the  pulpit,  and 
assigned  the  following  reasons  for  it :  that  unless 
God  provided  men  to  work,  and  money  to  pay 
them,  and  materials  to  work  with,  no  chapel 
could  be  erected,  and  if  he  provided  all  these, 
Providence  must  be  its  name.  And  it  goes  by 
this  name  already,  and  that  justly,  for  though 
We  have  no  chapel  but  in  imagination,  yet  provi 
dence  still  exists. 

A  very  noble  house  at  the  top  of  Portland 
Place  belonging  to  Lord  Foley  has  a  very  large 
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garden  about  it,  and  this  large  garden  is  to  be 
sold,  or  let  to  build  on ;  we  are  now  after  a  piece 
of  it :  the  chapel  will  no  doubt  be  an  eye-sore  to 
Portland  Place.  Who  knows  whereunto  this 
may  grow  ?  and  who  can  tell  but  the  hand  of 
God  may  be  in  this,  and  that  it  may  fall  out  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  gospel  ?  I  shall  set  myself 
upon  the  watch-tower  till  the  vision  speaks, 
which  in  the  end  will  be  made  so  plain  as  to  en 
able  me  both  to  read  and  to  run,  for  there  is  no 
running  in  obedience  till  the  mind  be  instructed 
in  the  way. 

Adieu. 

W.  II. 


LETTER     CCXCVIIL 

1  HAVE  been  busy  in  bringing  out  a  bock,  and 
my  hand  getting  unsteady  it  is  but  now  and  then 
that  I  can  write  at  all.  But  I  find  that  sore  con 
flicts  are  attended  with  some  new  discoveries  of 
new  things,  which  are  intended  to  mix  with  the 
old ;  and  in  the  pulpit  I  find  an  increase  of  energy, 
and  this  brings  an  increase  of  hearers,  and  among 
these  there  appears  an  increase  of  awakened  souls. 
Deep  troubles  lead  into  the  deep  waters  of  the 
sanctuary,  and  in  these  the  Spirit  searches  the 
deep  things  of  God ;  in  these  depths  we  are  made 
to  see  and  feel  the  things  that  are  freely  givm 
us  of  God.  Almost  every  Sabbath-day's  dis- 
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courses  are  fetched  out  of  the  fire,  or  out  of  the 
water ;  and  I  observe  that  whatsoever  conies  not 
from  hence,  has  but  little  heat  or  moisture  in  it. 

This  furnace  work  debases,  mortifies,  and  hum 
bles  the  instrument,  and  empties  it  of  self ;  its 
weakness  and  feebleness  is  felt,  and  the  mind  is 
turned  to  the  all-sufficient  arm  of  the  Lord,  and 
from  hence  fresh  power  is  infused  into  the  new 
man,  which  makes  grace  sufficient.  And  as  out 
of  the  mouth  of  babes  he  perfects  praise,  so  out 
of  human  frailty  he  perfects  power  by  making  us 
feel  that  we  are  but  bruised  reeds,  and  yet  in 
him  brazen  walls  and  iron  pillars. 

Nor  does  this  divine  power  ever  appear  more 
perfect  or  more  sufficient  to  perform  and  perfect 
the  great  work  of  forming  sinners  anew,  than 
when  the  instrument  renounces  and  disclaims  all 
human  sufficiency ;  even  babes  will  sometimes 
say,  the  Lord  is  with  him,  what  power !  he  is 
strong  in  the  Lord  !  the  Lord  is  with  him  of  a 
truth.  The  treasure  of  grace  and  truth,  by  the 
Spirit,  is  lodged  in  the  earthen  vessel,  that  the 
excellency  and  the  power  may  appear  to  be  of 
God  and  not  of  us ;  hence  it  is  needful  that  our 
frailty  and  emptiness  should  be  sometimes  seen 
when  we  are  left  of  God,  and  his  power  as  con 
spicuous  when  blessed  with  his  presence. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

My  love  to  S.  Mr.  B.  E.  and  all  the  seed 
royal. 
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LETTER     CCXCIX. 

TO  W.   J. 


MY    SOX, 


WHEN  thou  wast  in  town  I  was  just  ready  to 
say  to  you  as  Joseph  did  to  his  fellow-prisoners, 
"  "Why  look  yo  so  sadly  to-day  ?  "  I  hope  times 
are  better  with  thec  now,  ; '  The  rod  and  reproof 
give  wisdom,  but  a  child  left  to  himself  will  fall." 
If  sorrow  sueeeeds  the  rod  it  is  sanctified  to  us, 
"  By  sorrow  of  heart  the  spirit  is  broken,  and  by 
the  sadness  of  the  countenance  the  heart  is  made 
better."  There  is  no  rod  laid  upon  us  but  what 
we  make  ourselves,  we  cut  the  birch  and  bind  it 
up,  God  only  uses  it.  <;  Hast  thou  not  procured 
these  things  to  thyself  ? "  this  is  the  question 
asked;  and  the  answer  is,  "I  will  bear  the  in 
dignation  of  the  Lord,  because  I  have  sinned 
against  him,  untiThe  plead  my  cause,  and  execute 
judgment  for  me,"  &c.  Micah  vii.  U.  By  these 
things  we  learn  to  walk  upright,  by  these  things 
we  grow,  by  thesa  things  we  learn,  by  these 
things  we  live,  and  in  all  these  things  is  the  life 
of  our  spirits,  so  God  revives  us  and  makes  us  to 
live.  These  are  our  swings,  our  leading-strings, 
and  our  gocarts,  and  all  little  enough  to  teach  us 
to  set  one  foot  before  another  in  faith,  or  to  make 
straight  paths  for  our  feet;  and  surely  th-iv 
never  was  any  nurse,  governess,  father  or  mother 
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so  tender,  kind,  careful,  pitiful,  and  affectionate 
as  our  dear  and  dearly  beloved  Lord  Jesus  Christ : 
"  His  wrath  is  but  a  moment,  in  his  favour  is 
life ;  weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy 
cometh  in  the  morning,"  Psalm  xxx.  5. 

Go  to  him  again  my  son,  he  will  wipe  thine 
eyes,  comfort  thine  heart,  and  bid  thee  go  in 
peace ;  he  knows  our  frame,  and  he  knows  thou 
art  a  stubborn  one,  who  will  want  a  good  many 
yokes,  clogs,  and  fetters  by  the  way ;  he  will 
bring  them  forth  and  put  them  on  just  as  thy 
folly  calls  for  them,  and  make  all  things,  thy  old 
man  and  all,  work  together  for  thy  good.  Ten 
der  my  kind  love  to  your  mother,  and  to  the 
person  that  sent  the  hare,  and  thank  him  for  it. 
My  respects  to  W.  and  all  friends  that  love  my 
Master  Jesus. 

While  I  remain,  ever  your's, 


LETTEK     CCC. 

I  WAS  not  a  little  pleased  to  hear  that  some  little 
encouragement  attended  the  reading  of  the  penny 
a  day,  a  little  of  that  coin  goes  a  great  way,  and 
enough  to  support  life  is  promised  at  the  worst 
of  times.  If  no  roast  lamb,  if  no  fatted  calf,  if 
no  oil  from  the  olive,  no  honey  from  the  rock  ]  if 
no  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  nor  new  wine  of  the 
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kingdom,  yet  this  remains:  "Bread  shall  be 
given  him,  his  waters  shall  be  sure  ;  "  they  shall 
have  life  in  their  souls,  and  refreshings  in  their 
sorrows,  so  that  condemnation  shall  not  enter  into 
thorn,  nor  the  fiery  trial  wither  them.  G — 's 
account  does  me  good.  God  has  taken  two  that 
dwelt  in  the  wilderness,  and  slept  in  the  woods  ; 
I  am  glad  to  hear  of  every  appearing  of  Christ 
at  Cranbrook ;  Christ  most  assuredly  is  visiting 
the  weald  of  Kent. 

About  twenty-two  years  ago,  a  young  woman, 
housemaid  to  the  Earl  of  •  — ,  came  to  hear 
me,  and  after  some  time  was  called,  but  never 
spake  to  me.  Soon  after  the  Lord's  Master  of 
the  Horse  married  her,  and  they  both  went  to 
the  country  house  at  P.  in  Sussex.  About  two 
years  ago  her  husband,  being  wealthy,  left  his 
place  and  came  to  town,  and  she  came  and 
owned  the  relationship,  and  claimed  her  parent 
age,  and  was  soon  charmingly  revived.  A 
few  months  ago  she  drooped,  and  a  fortnight 
ago  died  in  a  most  glorious  manner:  now  said 
she  I  see  what  I  am  sent  to  town  for,  to  be  re 
ceived,  and  established,  and  ripened  for  heaven. 
I  am  to  have  the  full  account  of  it,  as  one  of 
our  members  was  there  and  abode  with  her. 
Just  before  she  went  off  the  woman  asked, 
<  Should  you  not  like  to  see  the  Doctor  ? '  She 
answered,  '  Yes,  I  should  like  to  see  him,  but 
I  can  go  now  without  my  crutches.'  I  think 
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you  will  see  this  account  in  print,  if  time  permit. 
Her  husband,  who  has  been  not  very  kind  to 
her,  wanders  about  melancholy,  saying,  he  never 
saw  such  a  death  in  this  world,  nor  does  he 
believe  that  there  is  in  all  the  world  a  more 
miserable  man  than  himself.  I  have  heard  that 
he  talks  of  going  into  the  country  ;  any  where 
will  mournful  sinners  run  rather  than  mourn  in 
Zion,  where  the  promised  blessing  is.  My  love 
to  Sarah  and  the  children. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE     CCCI. 

FRIEND    JANE, 

ir  some  thoughts  that  you  are  desirous  of 
altering  your  state,  which  I  know  by  sad  expe 
rience  to  be  a  wretched  one,  permit  me  to  give 
thee  a  little  advice  about  the  object  of  thy  choice^ 
and  the  match.  The  adorable  object,  the  grand 
personage,  who  is  the  king  of  love  and  of  all  real 
lovers,  is  one  that  loveth  at  all  times;  but  he 
differs  from  all  other  lovers  in  his  ways  of  shew 
ing  it.  He  often  draws  and  allures  at  first,  but 
it  is  often  seen  as  soon  as  we  begin  to  be  alarmed 
that  the  rod  comes  on;  "  As  many  as  I  love  I 
rebuke  and  chasten  :  "  and  often  the  courtship  is 
carried  on  by  frowns,  crosses,  suspicions,  trials, 
cold  indifferences,  jealousies,  and  sad  searchings 
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of  heart;  "All  the  churches  shall  know  that  I 
am  he  which  searches  the  reins  and  hearts.'' 

We  came  into  this  world  wedded  to  the  law, 
we  are  born  in  a  self-righteous  spirit,  and  our 
pride  loves  some  ground  of  boasting,  which  the 
law  doth  not  exclude  ;  hence  God  sends  it  home 
to  us  to  discover  our  sin,  till  us  with  iear.  terrify 
us  with  wrath,  and  condemn  us  to  death.  Here 
we  labour  hard,  and  mean  well,  but  as  we  can 
give  the  law  no  love,  the  law  can  give  us  no 
life,  hence  a  divorce  is  needi'ul.  This  law  has 
dominion  over  us  as  long  as  we  live  und  no 
longer.  When  it  has  discovered  our  crimes,  and 
cursed  us  to  death  ;  when  despair  of  self  invades 
us ;  when  vain  confidence  fails ;  when  fal>e  no 
tions  of  a  God  all  m<»rey  are  destroyed,  and 
legal  hope  gives  up  the  ghost  -  -  then  we 

are  loosed  from  that  law,  and  are  no  adulteresses 
though  we  make  a  better  choice,  and  get  married 
to  another  man,  "  Even  to  him  who  is  raised 
from  the  dead,  that  we  should  bring  forth  fruit 
unto  God,"  Rom.  vii.  4. 

This  strange  divorce  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and  of  great  use  to  us,  because  the  sentence  of 
the  law  wounds  the  spirit,  and  a  wouude  i  spirit 
withers  all  carnal  love,  and  crucifies  us  to  all 
the  lovers,  or  to  all  the  things  loved,  which  this 
world  can  afford.  This  paves  the  way  for  the 
Lord  to  have  all  the  heart,  He  that  loveth  any 
one  better  than  me  is  not  worthy  of  me,  Matt. 


332 

x.  37.  The  law  makes  sad  work  with  our  linsey- 
woolsey  garment ;  the  fig-leaf  dress  becomes  very 
much  tattered,  and  torn ;  we  pull  it  about  us 
this  way  and  that  way,  but  all  in  vain.  Our 
filthiness  is  in  our  skirts,  our  heels  are  still  bare, 

there  is  a  time  to  rend  and  a  time  to  sew 

but  neither  the  fig-leaf  dress,  nor  the  new  cloth 
patched  to  our  old  garments,  will  make  a  robe 
for  the  Lamb's  wife.  Sin  and  fear,  guilt,  filth 
and  shame  appear  to  our  confusion  when  we 
have  done  our  best  ;  both  top  and  tail,  fore 
bodies  and  hind  bodies,  the  stuff  and  the  body 
lining,  all  is  bad,  it  is  filthy  rags. 

The  Lord's  most  Holy  Spirit  reveals  the  atone 
ment,  this  makes  us  nigh  ;  by  the  discoveries  of 
his  own  love  he  knits  the  marriage  knot,  and 
always  embraces  his  spouse.  Enwrapped  in  his 
own  robe  0  how  does  such  an  highly  favoured 
soul  blush,  when  irresistible  love  completes  the 
conquest,  and  seals  the  endless  union  !  Humility 
and  meekness  adorn  the  mind,  sweet  submission 
bedecks  the  will,  peace  becalms  the  conscience, 
love  enflames  the  heart,  while  the  raptures  of 
joy  make  the  countenance  comely,  which  is  an 
ornament  of  grace  to  the  head,  and  a  terror  to 
the  hypocrite  in  Zion. 

Press  forward  Jane,  God  says,  "It  is  not 
good  that  man  should  be  alone,"  Gen.  ii.  18  ; 
and  it  is  the  second  Adam  that  is  meant  by  that 
man.  God  calls  him  a  bridegroom  and  a  husband, 
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and  therefore  he  must  marry.  God  calls  him 
likewise  an  everlasting  father,  and  therefore  he 
must  have  a  wife  and  family,  and  he  can  have 
neither  but  among  us ;  because  he  is  man,  in  our 
nature,  a  brother  of  ours,  and  a  very  near  kins 
man  :  if  he  turns  his  back  upon  us  he  is  a  head 
without  a  body,  a  king  without  subjects,  a  hus 
band  without  a  wife,  and  a  father  without  a 
family. 

In  this  match,  Jane,  expect  both  the  world 
and  the  devil  to  forbid  the  banns,  for  both  are 
averse  to  the  match  ;  but  remember  that  a  divine 
joint  here  is  the  endless  tie  of  a  threefold  cord. 
The  Father  chose  the  daughter,  and  proposed  the 
match  ;  the  Son  accepts  the  spouse  in  the  banns 
of  endless  wedlock  ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit  wit 
nesses  the  union,  and  possesses  the  bride  till  the 
consummation  of  the  marriage  in  heaven.  All 
other  banns  of  union  are  a  rope  of  sand,  witness 
my  hand.  You  must  distinguish  Esau's  hand 
from  Jacob's  voice. 

w.  n.  s.  s. 


LETTEK  CCCII. 

I  RECEIVED  Sarah's  Epistle,  and  am  heartily  glad 
to  find  that  she  is  still  in  the  furnace.  Our  elec 
tion  can  never  be  known  without  it;  Gt>d  has 
chosen  us  in  the  furnace  of  affliction ;  and  it  is  in 
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the  fire  that  we  are  to  call  upon  God,  and  to  be 
answered  by  God,  and  likewise  to  be  owned  and 
acknowledged  by  him  as  his  own,  read  Zech.  xiii. 
9  ;  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  hope  without 
the  fire.  Every  work  is  to  be  tried,  revealed, 
and  made  manifest  by  fire.  Eead  the  first  epis 
tle  of  Corinthians,  the  third  chapter ;  and  I  know 
of  no  one  ingredient  in  the  furnace  worse  than 
spiritual  and  carnal  jealousy.  I  believe  I  had 
near  three  years  of  this  fuel  or  coals  of  juniper ; 
and  if  you  will  read  the  whole  account  of  Sarah 
and  Hagar,  Jacob,  Hachel,  Leah,  &c.,  you  will  see 
little  else  than  these  furious  fumes  among  them  ; 
and  under  these  fits  they  carried  their  complaints 
to  God,  who  never  failed  to  hear  their  cries,  and 
redress  their  supposed  wrongs. 

For  my  part  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  work  for 
your  soul's  good,  and  I  ground  my  hope  upon 
nothing  else  but  the  troubles  that  you  labour 
under  ;  for  who  makes  me  glad,  but  those  that 
I  see  made  sorrowful  ?  My  lime-burning  cured 
me  of  one  member  of  the  old  man,  I  mean  inor 
dinate  affections  ;  and  while  this  reigned  I  had 
but  half  a  heart  for  God,  but  when  this  idol 
was  purged  off  I  was  fit  for  his  service,  and  to 
be  sent  any  where.  No  devil,  Sarah,  can  ever 
prevail,  no  furnace,  flame,  fuel  or  fire  can  ever 
kindle  ;  no  flood,  no  deluge  can  ever  overwhelm 
a  soul  that  cries  day  and  night  to  the  darling, 
propitious,  and  eternal  Son  of  God.  Act  like 
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David,  Sarah,  give  thyself  unto  prayer,  attend 
continually  upon  this  very  thins; ;  they  that  sow 
in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy,  and  in  due  time  you 
shall  reap  if  you  faint  not.  This  in  every  time 
of  trouble  is  my  constant  employ,  and  sure  I  am 
that  nothing  has  been  too  hard  for  me  in  this 
work,  throughout  my  whole  pilgrimage.  Many 
a  snare,  many  a  mountain,  many  a  strong  combin 
ation  against  me  have  I  blown  up,  dispersed,  and 
brought  to  confusion,  by  this  poor  little  simple 
weapon  called  '  all  prayer :  '  this,  Sarah,  is  your 
arms  and  armour,  and  do  you  make  full  proof  of 
its  utility. 

As  the  vessel  conceives  its  burthen,  do  you 
pump  it  up  upon  your  knees  every  time  you  go  ; 
you  will  lighten  it  of  its  cargo,  and  keep  it  above' 
water,  read  Psalm  cix.  28  :  you  will  find  first  a 
wave  of  trouble  and  then  a  gale  of  glee,  afflictions 
and  comforts the  former  creates  an  appe 
tite,  and  the  latter  makes  hope  abound.  The 
more  bitter  the  herbs,  the  sweeter  the  lamb  ;  all 
Christ's  garments  smell  of  myrrh,  and  aloes,  and 
with  these  ingredients  did  Joseph  and  Xicodemus 
embalm  the  Lord's  body ;  and  all  his  body  mys 
tical  must  share  the  same  bitter  and  sweet. 
John's  little  book,  and  EzekieFs  roll  was  first 
sweet  as  honey,  and  then  bitter  as  aloes.  "Tin- 
heart  knoweth  its  own  bitterness,  and  a  stran. 
intermeddleth  not  with  its  joy  :  "  "  In  the  day  of 
prosperity  be  joyful,  in  the  day  of  advrrsity  con- 
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sider ;  God  has  set  the  one  against  the  other." 
It  is  my  best  peace  with  God  to  this  day,  "Thou 
hast  known  my  soul  in  adversity  ;  "  and  all  peace 
must  be  weak  where  there  is  no  trials,  nor  sensi 
ble  need  of  a  Saviour. 

Give  my  kind  love  to  poor ,  and  to  both 

your  brothers,  you  are  all  on  my  mind,  and  in  my 
heart,  and  I  wish  you  all  a  share  in  the  Master's 
cup ;  and  that  you  may  have  a  little  flogging  as 
well  as  the  poor  Doctor  is  my  wish.  God  bless 
thee,  so  prays, 

Your's  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE     CCCIII. 

Thursday. 

Y  OUR'S  came  to  hand  last  night,  but  I  am  very 
busy.  Poor  Baker  is  dead.  About  a  month  ago 
I  went  to  see  him,  and  he  seemed  sweetened  in 
soul,  quite  resigned.  About  a  week  after  I 
called,  and  the  old  enemy  was  hard  at  him ;  his 
comforts  were  all  fled,  he  mourned  sadly,  and  wept 
like  a  child  weaned,  and  begged  that  I  would  not 
forget  him.  From  that  time  he  came  into  my 
mind  continually,  I  may  say  in  every  prayer  of 
mine  ;  and  every  now  and  then  I  sent  him  a 
written  scrap  of  encouragement.  Last  "Wednesday 
I  called  on  him  again  ;  he  seemed  placid,  tranquil, 
and  very  happy  ;  sweetly  softened,  meekened, 
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and  comforted,  weeping  for  joy,  and  abounding 
in  hope.  When  I  left  him  he  rose  up  to  shake 
hands  with  me,  and  reeled  backward,  not  able  to 
stand,  and  said,  l  Ah,  Satan  cannot  get  me  down 
as  he  used  to  do.'  Being  much  pleased  I  laughed, 
and  said,  '  A  poor  creature  that  cannot  stand 
alone  is  bantering  the  devil,  is  not  this  a  fulfil 
ment  of  this  Scripture,  "Let  the  weak  say  I  am 
strong?"'  Joel  iii.  10. 

I  left  him  and  went  to  chapel,  saying  as  I 
went  along,  that  poor  James  was  then  in  his 
dying  frame,  and  began  to  be  perfumed  with 
the  Spirit's  spikenard.  On  Sunday  last,  at  half 
past  four  in  the  morning,  he  took  his  leave, 
uttering  these  words,  '  Let  the  weak  say  I  am 
strong,'  and  articulated  no  more.  lie  had  no 
pain,  but  was  quite  worn  out,  so  that  not  a 
pulse  could  move.  11(3  is  to  be  buried  to-mor 
row,  and  on  Sunday  morning  I  intend  to  preach 
his  funeral,  and  perhaps  from  his  dying  words. 
He  was  one  of  the  best  of  men,  a  dear  son  of 
mine,  and  had  stuck  close  to  me  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  and  he  now  reaps  the  benefit  of  it. 

On  Monday  next  I  set  off  for  Bristol.  Many 
have  strove  with  all  their  might  for  twenty  years 
to  keep  me  from  those  parts,  and  preachers  have 
circulated  reports  that  my  books  are  prohibited 
being  sold  by  government — that  is  to  hinder  the 
reading  of  them.  But  a  great  door  and  effectual 
is  opened  to  me,  and  there  are  many  adversaries. 
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Men  shut  me  out  but  God  enlarges  me  ;  men 
make  me  stink,  but  God  perfumes  me.  Love 
to  Sarah. 

Excuse  haste. 

S.S. 


LETTEE     CCCIY. 

The  Cabin.     Monday  morning. 

WITH  duty  to  Mother  I  acquaint  her  that  her 
epistle  came  safe  to  hand  :  am  always  glad  to 

hear  from ,  and  much  more  so  to  hear,  and 

I  am  enabled  to  believe,  that  God  has  given  you 
-a  good  hope  through  grace.  Even  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  there  is  strong  confidence,  and  this 
finds  a  place  of  refuge ;  but  hope  affords  support 
on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  weighs  the  burdened 
and  shattered  vessel  out  of  despondency,  despair, 
and  all  the  imaginary  and  dismal  resoundings 
of  hell.  All  the  floods  of  Satan's  rage  and  blas 
phemy,  and  all  the  filth,  scum,  and  dregs  of 
inbred  corruption,  can  never  send  the  little  bark 
to  the  bottom  with  a  gospel  hope  on  board. 

Be  of  good  courage,  Mother,  wrestle,  struggle, 
and  fight  hard ;  the  prize  is  worth  contending 
for.  The  least  grain  of  faith  puts  on  the  breast 
plate  of  righteousness,  and  this  is  in  a  measure 
perceptible  to  the  weakest  believer,  by  the  sub 
siding  of  terrors,  by  some  sensible  enlargement 
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from  bondage,  by  the  sensible  suspensions  of 
divine  anger,  and  by  all  our  accusers  being  at 
times  silenced,  baffled,  blasted,  and  put  to  the 
rout.  There  can  be  nothing  of  this  in  the  quick 
ened  soul  where  there  is  no  faith,  no  imputed 
righteousness.  Nothing,  no  nothing  baffles  the 
devil  like  gospel  hope,  and  an  imputed  righteous 
ness  ;  the  former  forbids  despair,  and  the  latter 
repels  the  curse.  Every  act  of  faith,  every  re 
vival  of  hope,  weakens  the  devil's  shafts,  they 
blunt  the  points  of  his  darts ;  and  as  the  atone 
ment  is  discovered  to  faith,  so  the  malicious 
flame  of  Satan's  rage  is  quenched.  Satanic  fire 
can  only  burn  in  guilt,  and  where  there  is  none 
of  this  fuel  to  feed  the  fire,  there  it  must  go  out, 
Satan's  curse  has  no  effect  upon  God's  blessing, 
his  accusations  cannot  stand  against  the  just, 
who  lives  by  faith,  nor  can  his  reproaches  prevail 
against  the  satisfaction  of  our  Surety.  "  Thou 
shalt,"  says  God,  "  forget  the  shame  of  thy 
youth,"  which  springs  from  the  remembrance  of 
youthful  lusts  ;  "  and  shalt  not  remember  the 
approach  of  thy  widowhood  any  more,"  that  is, 
the  reproaches  of  Satan  when  our  souls  are  cursed 
and  divorced  from  the  law,  and  yet  we  cannot 
claim  the  better  husband.  This  is  our  state  of 
widowhood,  and  under  which  we  are  often  saluted 
with  a,  '  Where  is  now  thy  God  ?'  and,  '  Where 
is  now  thy  Jesus?'  Away  with  you,  Satan, 
thou  hast  nothing  to  do  with  this  match,  for  thou 
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hast  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  matter,  this  voice 
is  to  the  sons  of  men.  God  says,  we  shall  forget 
the  shame  of  our  youth,  and  that  we  shall  re 
member  the  reproach  of  our  widowhood  no  more  ; 
for  our  maker  is  our  husband,  Isai.  liv.  4.  Kind 

love  to  both. 

S.  S. 

LETTEE    CCCY. 


SARAH  is  still  in  the  furnace,  and  in  the  furnace 
God  hath  chosen  us.  Christ  is  the  refiner,  the 
elect  are  the  ore  to  be  tried,  sin  is  the  dross, 
faith  the  gold,  and  the  soul's  salvation  is  the  end 
aimed  at.  God  keeps  his  fire  in  Zioii,  and  his 
furnace  in  Jerusalem,  so  that  it  is  always  at 
hand  and  always  hot ;  but  none  but  the  elect  are 
favoured  with  this  purifying  flame,  and  all  that 
escape  this  will  be  cast  into  another  :  there  is  a 
furnace  of  fire  besides  that  in  Zion. 

But  now  for  the  different  ingredients  of  which 
this  flame  is  composed ;  love  then,  love  of  some 
sort  or  other  is  always  one  ingredient  in  this  fire. 
The  Jewish  scribes  were  desperately  enraged 
with  jealousy  at  the  apostles  for  preaching  to 
the  Gentiles;  "  I  will  provoke  them  to  jealousy 
by  them  which  are  not  a  people."  The  scribes 
were  lovers  of  themselves,  proud,  boasters ;  the 
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enlightened  Jews  saw  through  them,  the  believing 
Gentiles  hated  them,  and  this  filled  them  with 
jealous  rage  in  behalf  of  beloved  self,  their  high 
profession,  and  beloved  profits.  But  this  is  not 
the  case  with  God's  elect,  one  ingredient  in  their 
fire  is  a  sense,  a  deep-wounding  sense  of  sin, 
which  lays  heavy  on  the  mind ;  and  bitter  reflec 
tions  from  conscience  upon  every  fresh  remem 
brance  of  past  sins,  sets  on  fire  the  whole  frame 
of  nature. 

A  hopeless  sense  of  God's  revealed  displeasure 
in  a  broken  law  which  worketh  wrate,  is  adding 
fire  to  fire,  or  as  Milton  says,  '  Stirring  up  sin 
against  law  to  fight.'  The  carnal  mind  shews  its 
enmity  at  the  impossible  tasks  of  legal  obedience, 
and  at  the  lawgiver  for  requiring  impossibilities, 
and  this  enmity  rages  not  a  little.  There  is  also 
a  sense  of  the  worth  of  our  souls,  a  love  to  them, 
and  a  desire  to  save  them,  when  the  opposite  to 
these  are  said  to  wrong  their  own  souls ;  and  all 
that  hate  Christ  love  death.  And  this  real  love 
to  our  own  souls,  which  God  hath  kindled  in  us, 
is  the  cause  of  those  grievous  complaints—  —  My 
friends  are  estranged  from  me,  and  my  kinsmen 
stand  afar  off  :  "  Eofuge  failed  me ;  no  man  cared 
for  my  soul."  Under  all  this  there  is  a  secret 
love  to  Christ,  which  the  Spirit  kindles ;  but  as 
he  stands  behind  our  waD,  and  only  shews  him 
self  through  the  lattice,  our  love  is  pent  up,  and 
if  there  be  no  glimpse  of  him,  nor  visits  from  him 
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to  draw  it  out,  we  cannot  in  love  go  forth.  Never 
theless  this  love  shews  itself  by  loving  them  that 
love  Christ,  by  shunning  them  that  despise  him, 
and  by  grudging  every  indulgence  another  is 
favoured  with  ;  by  envying  them  that  seem  to 
enjoy  his  smiles,  and  wishing  for  the  least  crumb 
that  falls  from  his  table. 

In  this  fire  every  slight,  or  imagined  indiffer 
ence  by  a  friend,  stirs  up  jealousy  ;  and  as  sure 
as  Sarah  is  born,  so  sure  is  this  true  ;  "  From  all 
your  filthiness,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I 
cleanse  you."  Inordinate  affections  are  palmed 
upon  the  old  man  ;  filth  is  purged  first,  and  idols 
afterwards  :  and  while  God  is  purging  us  from 
these,  the  devil  labours  the  more  to  make  our 
love  to  the  creature  inordinate.  I  have  been 
through  all  this,  and  this  is  the  work  old  girl 
that  is  going  on  in  you,  and  when  he  purges  us 
he  will  be  dear  to  us.  My  kind  love  and  hearty 
prayers  attend  this. 

Tour's  in  haste, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER    CCCYI. 

WHATEVER  you  do,  learn  to  bear  afflictions  Sarah, 
you  may  glory  in  your  infirmities  when  you  have 
nothing  else  to  glory  in.  Besides,  it  is  by  these 
things  the  quickened  soul  lives,  and  herein  the 
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life  of  God  in  the  soul  discovers  itself.  Let  no 
thing  in  this  world,  nothing  beneath  the  sun 
prove  an  idol,  a  rival,  or  an  image  of  jealousy  to 
provoke  God.  He,  and  his  dear  Son,  and  his 
most  Holy  Spirit,  have  set  their  love  upon  us, 
and  they  are  jealous  of  our  affections;  and  he 
will  have  the  affections,  the  glory,  the  praise,  and 
the  honour  of  his  children,  and  these  he  will 
never  give  to  another.  These  are  all  the  reve 
nues  of  his  realm,  the  tributes  of  his  empire, 
which  lay  chiefly  in  the  faith  and  faithfulness  of 
his  people  to  him,  their  love  to  him  and  his  cause, 
and  their  hope  in  him  ;  their  prayers  to  him  for 
all  they  want,  and  their  trust  in  him  to  fulfil 
promises  to  them,  and  afford  the  promised  help 
in  times  of  need,  which  his  word  assures  us  of : 
thanksgivings  also  for  all  his  favours,  spiritual, 
temporal,  and  eternal. 

And  I  know  that  there  is  not  a  word  spoken 
in  his  name,  not  a  right  answer  given  to  a  gain 
say  er,  not  an  unctuous  word  that  speaks  good  of 
his  name,  not  a  penitential  tear  from  the  eye  of 
faith,  but  what  is  received,  esteemed,  and  re 
garded  ;  the  latter  is  put  into  his  bottle,  and  the 
former  noted  in  his  book.  Every  self-abasing, 
self-degrading,  and  soul-humbling  sensation,  all 
lowly  mindedness,  all  mean,  contemptuous  and 
nothingness  in  our  own  eyes  ;  all  self -abhorrence, 
self-loathing,  and  self-denial  arc  the  evangelical 
fruits  of  gospel  obedience,  and  are  put  forth 
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under  the  softening  influences  and  operations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  And  I  know  that  every 
spring  of  gratitude,  godly  sorrow,  or  evangelical 
repentance  ;  every  concern  for  God's  honour, 
wishing  well  to  his  cause  and  his  name,  sympathy 
with  the  Saviour  in  his  sufferings,  and  feeling 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  family;  these, 
and  all  pious  longings  after  him,  and  all  gratitude 
for  his  favours,  his  love-tokens,  and  kind  provi 
dences,  are  fruits  of  his  Spirit,  and  such  as  no 
empty  professor  can  attain  unto,  produce,  or  even 
counterfeit. 

God  bless  you  and  yours,  so  prays, 
Your  most  sincere,  faithful,  and  affectionate 

Friend, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTEE    CCCVIL 

The  Doctor  to  old  Sarah,  with  all  due  Respects. 

I  SEND  to  inform  you  that  I  find  old  age  greatly 
weakens  me,  standing  long  now  in  the  pulpit 
brings  many  strange  wearisome  pains  on  me,  so 
that  when  I  return  on  Tuesday  eve,  I  am  seldom 
right  till  Thursday  morning.  But  the  pleasing 
things  which  I  have  read  and  heard  respecting 
the  heavenly  country,  and  a  good  hope  of  enjoy 
ing  it  through  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  ; 
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and  finding  the  infirmities  of  old  age  weaning 
me  from  this,  and  embittering  it  more  and  more 
to  me,  keeps  me  struggling  for  the  prize  of  the 
high  calling.  For  all  the  time  that  1  remain 
here  I  must  be  kept  poor,  low,  lean,  and  in  beg 
gary  of  soul :  for  if  I  get  a  little  honey,  wine, 
milk,  butter,  bread,  or  juice  of  the  pomegranates, 
as  soon  as  I  get  into  the  pulpit  it  begins  to  go 
off,  and  by  the  time  I  have  done,  the  dew,  the 
oil,  the  wine,  &c.  is  all  gone,  and  I  return  with  a 
dry  fleece,  and  an  empty  cruse  ;  they  are  refreshed 
and  watered  with  the  well-spring  of  life,  but  I 
wax  dead,  dry,  and  barren.  And  thus  death 
works  in  me,  but  life  in  them. 

And  here  the  private  Christian  has  the  advan 
tage  of  the  public;  labourer;  all  that  he  gets  he 
keeps  or  eats,  but  all  that  I  get  is  for  the  public ; 
and  if  I  labour  for  a  whole  week,  and  am  never 
so  successful  in  gathering  fruits,  and  go  filled 
with  dew  in  my  heart,  and  with  fresh  views  in 
my  head,  yet  one  long  and  full  discourse  to  a 
large,  hungry,  and  thirsty  iiock  will  both  empty, 
and  drain  the  vessel  quite  dry. 

I  hope  iny  old  Mother  gets  on ;  we  are  aure  to 
be  right,  Sarah,  all  the  time  we  feel  that  in  our 
flesh  dwells  no  good  thing  ;  feeling  this  leads  to 
self-abhorrence,  and  when  self  is  abhorred  Christ 
is  sure  to  be  all:  "If  any  man  come  unto  me, 
and  hate  not  his  own  life,  he  cannot  be  my  dis 
ciple."  Xo  truer  criterion  than  self-abasement ; 
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and  Christ  always  rises  and  falls  in  our  esteem, 
according  as  self  is  admired  or  debased,  gratified 
or  denied.  The  fight  of  faith  may  be  discerned, 
and  we  may  know  whether  war  with  Satan 
and  the  world  is  going  on,  or  at  a  stand,  by 
prayer.  When  the  devil,  sin,  and  the  world, 
have  finally  prevailed,  there  is  an  end  to  all 
prayer ;  and  as  sure  as  :prayer  goes  on,  so  sure 
the  devil  loses  ground. 

Prayer,  Sarah,  is  God's  delight,  and  man's 
best  weapon,  it  is  both  offensive  and  defensive, 
it  is  a  preservative  to  ourselves,  and  a  dagger  to 
our  enemies.  This,  in  private,  I  esteem  above  all 
my  privileges,  the  choicest  of  all  the  means  of 
grace,  and  the  ingatherer  of  all  promised  good. 
And  wonderful  are  the  assistances  God  has  pro 
vided  for  us,  to  keep  us  in  this  exercise.  Christ, 
in  the  holy  place,  ever  lives  to  make  intercession 
for  us,  and  the  Spirit  upon  earth,  he  helps  our 
infirmities,  and  makes  intercession  for  the  saints, 
according  to  the  will  of  God. 

God  bless  you  both. 

THE  DOCTOR. 


LETTEK    CCCVIII. 

THE  principal  concern  of  this  old  woman  is  about 
oil  to  put  in  the  lamp.  This  secret  oil  that  was 
used  as  a  type  under  the  law,  was  made  of  olive 
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berries ;  hence  Christ  is  iiow,  in  the  New  Testa 
ment,  called  the  good  olive  tree  ;  and  God's  elect 
are  called  olive  trees  also,  Jerem.  xi.  1C  ;  but  be 
ing  wholly  corrupted  by  sin  we  are  become  wild, 
and  are  grafted,  Paul  says,  contrary  to  nature,  in 
the  good  olive  tree,  and  partake  of  the  goodness 
and  fatness  of  this  good  tree,  which  is  called  the 
root  that  bears. 

The  oil  is  to  be  known  by  the  following  things. 
It  is  intended  to  anoint  the  eyes ;  for  the  want  of 
this  the  Laodiceans  thought  themselves  rich,  and 
in  need  of  nothing.  This  eye  salve,  or  anointing, 
was  to  shew  her,  her  true  state;,  which  is  wretched, 
poor,  miserable,  blind,  and  naked.  The  anoint 
ing  is  to  discover  this,  our  real  state  to  us,  so  as 
that  we  may  feel  it.  Under  this  teaching,  fear 
that  springs  from  danger,  and  sin  which  exposes 
us  to  wrath,  make  the  yoke  of  bondage  heavy. 
Now  this  yoke  is  to  be  destroyed  because  of  the 
anointing,  Isa.  x.  27.  At  the  destruction  of  this 
yoke,  fear  gives  way  to  love,  and  grief  gives 
place  to  joy.  This  change  being  made  within,  it 
causes  a  change  without;  the  countenance  which 
was  either  fallen,  dejected,  or  sad,  looks  healthy 
and  cheerful :  this  oil  makes  the  face  to  shine, 
Psalm  civ.  15.  This  secret  oil  is  resembled  by 
all  material  oil,  which  naturally  rises  above  all 
liquids,  and  will  be  uppermost  ;  nor  will  it 
incorporate  with  any  iluid  lighter,  meaner,  or 
inferior  to  itself.  So  that  which  is  bom  of  the 


348 

flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is  born  of  the 
Spirit  is  spirit;  for  though  the  heart  like  the 
troubled  sea  casts  up  its  mire  and  dirt,  yet  grace 
shall  reign;  no  water  can  quench  it,  nor  flood 
drown  it. 

This  anointing  is  generally  communicated  after 
some  sharp  soul  exercises,  such  as  reproof  and 
rebuke  by  the  word  preached :  "  Let  the  righte 
ous  smite  me  it  shall  be  a  kindness,  let  him  re 
prove  me  it  shall  be  an  excellent  oil."  Sharp 
soul  exercises  prepare  us  for  this  unction,  and 
the  one  is  as  sure  as  the  other;  for  if  we  are 
partakers  of  the  sufferings,  so  shall  we  be  also  of 
the  consolations :  hence  David,  under  the  rod, 
looked  out  for  this,  and  prophesied  of  it;  "My 
horn  shalt  thou  exalt  like  the  horn  of  an  unicorn  : 
I  shall  be  anointed  with  fresh  oil."  Light,  love, 
liberty  and  joy,  are  the  pleasing  and  delicious 
sensations  of  this  anointing.  Love  is  the  fire  by 
which  this  oil  is  fed,  and  joy  is  the  flame  that 
breaks  out  and  ascends  from  it ;  and  this  is  the 
reason  that  it  is  called  the  oil  of  gladness,  and 
the  oil  of  joy.  And  young  believers  are  very 
anxious  after  it,  hence  the  wise  man  says,  "  There 
is  a  treasure  to  be  desired,  and  oil  in  the  dwelling 
of  the  wise,"  Prov.  xxi.  20. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  Sarah  has  seen  her 
sinful  life  and  nature,  and  the  sting  of  death 
which  is  the  piercing  dart  of  death,  and  the  anger 
of  God  which  attends  it these  do  not  now 
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pierce  her,  nor  sink  her.  Hope  counteracts 
despair,  faith  counteracts  unbelief,  and  love 
counteracts  servile  fear,  which  springs  from 
wrath ;  and  when  these  graces  are  not  going  out 
in  lively  exercises,  and  are  not  engaged  in  bring 
ing  in  joy  and  peace,  yet  they  at  such  times 
abide  at  home  to  prop  up  thr  heart  against  the 
attacks  of  Satan,  and  against  the  rebellion  of 
our  inbred  corruptions.  Ilence  it  is  at  such 
times,  and  upon  such  trials,  complaints  like 
these,  "Upon  my  peace  came  great  bitterness," 
for  so  it  should  read  ;  "  Restore  to  me  the  joys 
of  thy  salvation."  u  The  comforter  that  should 
relieve  my  soul  is  far  from  me."  "  Why  hidest 
thou  my  face  from  me  ?  "  "I  forget  prosperity : " 
u  Thou  hast  brought  me  into  darkness,  and  not 
into  light :  "  and,  when  I  looked  for  good,  trou 
ble  came.  At  such  times  we  read  of  help,  of 
strength,  and  of  power,  but  not  of  joy,  nor  of 
peace.  Grace  by  the  Spirit  puts  forth  all  its 
strength,  nor  are  we  ever  more  strong,  or  more 
resolute  than  then,  otherwise  the  rains  descend 
ing,  the  floods  coming,  and  winds  blowing,  and 
all  beating  upon  the  house,  it  would  appear  to 
shake  the  building  -  -  but  at  this  time  strength 
is  all  in  all :  "  Thou  hast  been  a  strength  to  the 
poor,  a  strength  to  the  needy  in  his  distress,  when 
the  blast  of  the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  storm  against 
the  wall,"  Isai.  xxv.  4. 

God  bless  old  Sarah, 

W.  II.  S.  S. 
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LETTEK  CCCIX. 

1  HAVE  received  Sarah's  epistle,  but  I  am  up  to 
the  eyes  and  ears  in  business,  having  finished  one 
book  upon  sowing  to  the  Spirit,  which  is  now  in 
the  copy  :  and  I  am  now  trying  to  explain  the 
emblems  of  the  Spirit,  and  his  different  opera 
tions,  set  forth  by  those  different  emblems,  in 
order  to  make  one  complete  volume  of  the  Con 
templations.  God  will  distinguish  them  that  are 
his  by  many  signs  within  and  without.  The 
Lord  does  not  permit  any  to  succeed  against  his 
poor,  worthless,  unprofitable  servant,  though 
they  try  hard  at  it.  His  heart  and  his  hand,  his 
faithfulness  and  truth,  his  covenant  and  his  pro 
mises,  his  dear  Son,  and  his  most  Holy  Spirit, 
are  all  engaged  in  our  behalf ;  and  so  no  weapon 
formed  can  prosper.  This  I  narrowly  watch, 
this  I  clearly  see,  at  this  I  wonder,  and  by  these 
things  God  endears  himself  to  his  poor  despised 
ones. 

"When  once  hope  springs  up,  and  peace  flows 
in,  when  humiliation  and  self-abhorrence  takes 
place,  the  soul  feels  its  hold,  urges  its  claims,  and 
expects  his  promised  help,  knowing,  the  govern 
ment  of  all  the  subjects  is  to  be  upon  his  shoulders, 
and  it  soon  learns  to  cast  its  cares  and  burthens 
there.  And  when  once  the  soul  finds  its  way,  it 
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labours  hard  to  keep  that  path  clear,  the  door 
open,  the  throne  in  view  ;  and  it  feels  often  to  see 
whether  it  is  indulged  with  access,  or  obstructed ; 
whether  it  may  make  free,  or  stand  aloof ;  whether 
confession,  prayer,  or  thanksgivings  go  off  best 
from  the  altar,  and  ease  the  heart  most  as  they 
ascend :  and  when  there  is  no  vail  on  the  mind, 
no  confusion  to  baffle,  no  prevailing  unbelief  to 
shackle  or  entangle  the  offering,  we  compass  the 
altar  with  joy.  The  privilege  is  great  at  such 
times,  and  indeed  the  end  of  the  gospel  ministry 
is  to  bring  souls  to  fellowship  with  the  Father, 
and  with  his  Sou,  Christ  Jesus.  This  is  the  end 
of  it,  and  God's  end  is  our  rest,  our  satisfaction, 
and  our  comfort. 

Best  love  to  old  Sarah,  and  her  new  man. 

THE  DOCTOR. 


LETTEK    CCCX. 

OLD  Sarah's  short  scrap  came  upon  her  sight  of 
mine  to  -  — .  The  cruse  seemed  too  scant  to 
fill  the  pages ;  the  springs  may  appear  low,  and 
the  dews  cease  to  descend,  but  the  principle  of 
divine  life  is  still  struggling  within,  and  making 
diligent  search.  There  is  a  feeling  after  him 
the  last  thing  in  laying  down,  and  the  first  thing 
in  waking  up,  and  if  he  has  but  been  there  and 
gone  again,  the  savour  is  left,  and  the  transput 
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visit  is  acknowledged.  Peace  he  brings,  and 
peace  he  leaves,  and  every  legacy  is  highly 
prized. 

"  They  that  are  after  the  Spirit,  do  mind  the 
things  of  the  Spirit,"  Bom.  vii.  5.  The  comforts 
of  love,  this  is  the  first,  and  the  highest  of  all, 
but  if  this  cannot  be  attained,  then  comfort  from 
an  assurance  is  sought  after,  and  a  removal  of 
all  doubts  and  fears  about  the  goodness  of  our 
state.  If  this  be  denied  then  the  testimony  of 
conscience  is  sought,  and  the  joy  that  arises  from 
that.  But  if  all  is  disquietude  here,  then  the 
stability  of  hope  is  looked  after,  and  a  longing 
for,  and  looking  out  for  the  Lord's  return,  in 
hope  of  the  revival  of  the  work,  and  fresh  light 
to  see  the  path.  And  here  our  strength  is  to  sit 
still,  until  he  brings  us  forth  to  the  light,  that  we 
may  behold  his  righteousness. 

The  lost  sheep,  and  the  sheep  that  has  lost  its 
way,  are  to  be  sought  out,  looked  up,  and  brought 
back  by  the  good  shepherd.  "  I  have  gone  astray 
like  a  lost  sheep,"  says  David,  "  seek  thy  servant, 
for  I  do  not  forget,"  or  have  not  forgotten,  "  thy 
commandments  :  "  I  am  still  bound  to  love  thee, 
and  thy  flock,  therefore  seek  thy  servant.  I  am 
now  getting  all  together  for  a  long  tour.  "  The 
harvest  is  great,  but  labourers  are  few,"  and  I 
am  old,  and  reaping  is  hard  work  for  an  old  stif£ 
back.  Good  bye,  Sarah,  be  a  good  girl  and  mind 

your  book. 

THE  DOCTOR. 
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LETTER    CCCXI. 

To  the  Unknown  Friend. 

SIR, 

I  RECEIVED  yours.  The  temptation  about  the- 
unpardonable  sin  is  common  to  almost  all  persons 
that  are  brought  to  see  the  exceeding  siufulness 
of  sin,  wrath,  and  ruin  sin  has  exposed  them  to  : 
I  laboured  long  under  the  same.  Xo  sin  of  the 
body  is  this  sin,  no  sort  of  uncleanness,  theft, 
nor  even  murder  is  that  sin  ;  none  more  unclean 
than  Mary  Magdalen,  and  some  of  the  Corinthians, 
Read  1  Cor.  vi.  0-11.  Oncsimus  was  a  thief, 
and  Moses  and  Paul  were  both  murderers,  but 
all  these  were  saved.  It  is  neither  excess,  idolatry, 
nor  witchcraft,  as  may  be  seen  in  Manasseh, 
king  of  Israel. 

The  unpardonable  sin  is  a  sin  of  the  mind ; 
the  person  that  commits  it  must  be  a  professor, 
and  confessor  of  the  gospel.  lie  must  be  a  man 
who  has  been  illuminated,  or  enlightened  in  his 
understanding  to  know;  the  natural  affections 
stirred  up,  which  is  called  tasting  the  good  word 
of  God.  He  must  be  one  who  has  been. an  eye 
and  ear  witness  to  the  power  and  force  of  God's 
grace  and  spirit,  in  its  operations  and  effects 
upon  others,  so  as  to  be  convinced  of  the  reality 
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and  force  of  it.  !N"or  is  it  a  jealous  envying  of 
the  happiness  of  others,  when  we  ourselves  seem 
to  be  neglected ;  the  nine  apostles  were  filled 
with  indignation  against  James  and  John,  for 
wishing  to  sit  at  the  left  hand  and  right  of  Christ 
in  his  kingdom.  But  it  is  a  falling  finally  away 
from  Christ,  after  all  this  profession  ;  not  falling 
into  sin,  but  falling  away  finally,  apostatizing,  so 
as  to  return  no  more. 

There  must  be  a  hating  both  God  and  Christ, 
as  our  Lord  charges  the  Jews  ;  "  They  have  no 
cloak  for  their  sin,  for  they  have  seen  and  hated 
both  me  and  my  Father."  This  apostate  must 
labour  to  hinder  the  work  upon  others,  know 
ingly,  out  of  spite,  which  is  called  doing  despite 
to  the  Spirit  of  grace.  There  must  be  a  speaking 
against  Christ  openly,  and  this  against  convic 
tion,  truth,  and  conscience,  which  is  called 
crucifying  Christ  afresh,  and  putting  him  to 
open  shame. 

The  malice  of  this  apostate  must  go  further, 
in  ascribing  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
power  of  it  in  the  hearts  of  God's  saints,  to 
Satan,  and  that  out  of  malice,  knowing  better; 
and  speaking  against  all  convictions  knowingly, 
as  the  Jews,  who  saw  our  Lord's  miracles,  and 
envying  him  the  honour,  said,  "  This  fellow 
casteth  out  devils  by  Beelzebub  the  prince  of 
the  devils."  To  which  the  Saviour  replies,  "  All 
manner  of  sin  and  blasphemy  shall  be  forgiven 
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unto  men :  but  ho  that  shall  blaspheme  against 
the  Iloly  Ghost,  hath  never  forgiveness ; "  be 
cause  you  say,  I  cast  out  devils  by  Beelzebub, 
£c.  so  that  you  see  what  this  sin  is.  If  this 
short  epistle  be  of  any  use  or  encouragement 
to  you,  give  God  the  praise  ;  as  for  me  I  am  a 
sinner. 

AV.  II.  S.  S. 

LETTER     CCCXII. 

I  THINK  that  wonders  have  not  ceased.  A  woman 
who  is  wife  to  a  farmer  between  "W.  and  I),  was 
one  day  deeply  wounded  with  this  impulsive 
voice,  '  Thou  art  a  lost  sinner.'  The  false  anchor 
gave  way,  all  refuges  of  lies  failed,  her  sin  found 
her  out,  and  conscience  did  its  office.  Relaxation, 
a  slow  fever,  and  loss  of  appetite  followed,  until 
she  got  so  bad  as  to  be  incapable  of  3ier  business. 
After  much  doctoring,  and  long  lingering,  sho 
was  recommended  to  the  sea  air,  and  her  husband 
took  her  a  private  lodging  at  Dover.  When  the 
husband  left  her,  the  woman  of  the  house  asked 
her  of  her  affliction,  the  causes  of  it,  and  how 
long  it  had  been  on  her,  and  she  told  her  the 
whole  of  it,  that  the  sole  cause  was,  she  was  a 
lost  sinner. 

The  woman  brought  her  a  book,  and  bid  her 
read  it.     The  author  mentioned  many  provid' 
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thatjhad  appeared  in  his  youth,  troubles  also  and 
prayers  that  God  had  seemed  to  regard,  and  she 
kept  pace  with  him.  He  described  his  convic 
tions  also,  and  her  heart  tallied  with  that.  She 
read  on  till  she  came  to  the  author's  deliverance, 
and  then  hope  sprung  up,  and  peace  flowed  in. 
Her  spirits  rose,  her  appetite  returned,  she  eat 
and  drank,  and  her  countenance  was  no  more 
sad,  and  she  went  home.  The  book  was  my 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  &c.  —  Some  time  back 
being  ill,  Dr.  B.  of  W.  was  sent  for  to  her,  and 
observing  her  spiritual  converse  he  asked  her 
where  she  got  it?  and  she  told  him  all  the 
above. 

Another  poorish  woman  at  B.  about  two  miles 
from  B.  in  Kent,  had  been  in  soul  trouble  for 
years,  and  could  get  no  relief.  She  one  day  sent 
her  girl  to  buy  a  piece  of  bacon ;  she  brought  it 
home  in  a  sheet  of  printed  paper.  The  girl  put 
the  bacon  out  of  the  paper,  and  fell  to  reading 
it,  and  the  name  of  God  being  mentioned  in  it, 
she  bid  the  girl  read  it  out,  and  God  blessed  it 
to  the  woman.  She  then  sent  for  all  the  rest  of 
those  papers  at  the  shop,  and  obtained  them,  and 
read  them  to  her  soul's  comfort.  A  son  of  hers, 
who  a  few  weeks  after  went  to  see  her,  being 
amazed  at  the  change  wrought  in  his  mother, 
asked  how  she  obtained  it ;  she  told  him,  and 
shewed  him  the  papers.  He  replied,  '  The 
papers  are  Mr.  Huntington's  Sermon  on  the 
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Dimensions  of  God's  Love ;  that  is  the  man  I 
sit  under.'  A  Mr.  M.  at  C.  who  belongs  to  us, 
and  who  told  us  this,  keeps  the  above  young 
man  as  a  servant. 

A  Mr.  13.  at  C.  being  an  arminian,  lie  was  a 
great  talker   about    religion.     lie  one  day   met 

in    the  fields  walking,   and  seeing  her 

low  and  ill,  he  told  her  lie  was  sorry  to  see  it ; 
she  replied,  I  never  shall  bo  better  till  I  hear 
Mr.  Huntington  ;  he  answered,  you  have  nothing 
to  hinder  you  ;  she  took  it  as  a  reproof,  and 
came  the  Sunday  following.  Some  time  back 
this  man  married  an  arminian  wife,  and  if  I 
mistake  not  she  was  a  class  leader.  This  woman 
hating  the  truth,  and  the  power  of  it,  used  to 
borrow  my  Hank  of  Faith,  and  go  among  her 
acquaintances,  and  read  it,  jesting,  spouting,  and 
ridiculing  it.  After  she  had  finished  her  last 
time  of  acting,  one  of  her  eyes  went  blind,  and 
soon  after  she  went  ill  to  bed.  The  neighbours 
observing  the  house  and  windows  shut  up  day 
after  day,  they  entered  into  it,  and  found  her 
and  her  husband  both  dead  I  men  may  deceive 
themselves,  but  God  is  not  mocked.  Wh 
they  were  that  tore  ray  sermon  of  God's  lov<  to 
pieces  and  sold  it  for  waste  paper,  wen-  like 
those  servants  who  had  bread  enough  and  to 
spare;  and  the  poor  woman,  like  the  pn»di.ural, 
was  perishing  with  hunger,  and  rat  what  the 
others  loathed.  If  you  will  ropy  off  th: 
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count,  Mr.  B.  might  like  to  read  it  to  the  people, 
and  he  would  keep  it  by  him  :  for  why  should 
the  wonders  God  hath  wrought,  be  lost  in  silence, 
and  forgot  ?  Eespects  to  Sarah. 

THE    COALHEAVER. 


LETTEE  CCCXIII. 

I  HAVE  lately  been  a  good  deal  exercised  in  my 
mind  with  various  things.  Poor  Jenkins  is  very 
ill,  and  has  been  exceeding  low  in  his  mind ; 
and  I  have  had  unabated  epistles  from  him  to 
attend  to.  Satan  and  unbelief  have  met  together 
in  the  Doctor,  while  the  rage  of  the  enemy  in 
his  access  to  me,  and  influence  upon  me,  stirred 
up  the  carnal  mind,  and  its  enmity  and  rebellion, 
and  these  made  uncomfortable  work  within. 
Since  that  conflict,  the  better  visitor  has  ap 
proached,  and  faith  has  gone  forth  to  meet  him, 
and  to  welcome  him  in :  this  is  the  best  of  all 
meetings,  and  of  all  unions. 

And  of  late  I  have  watched,  observed,  and 
considered  it,  and  so  it  really  is ;  whenever  the 
devil  is  let  loose  upon  us,  every  corruption  is 
animated  and  put  in  motion,  they  feel  their 
master's  feet,  and  by  their  motions  shew  their 
alliance,  their  attachment,  and  their  loyalty  ; 
when  the  wicked  rise,  the  new  man  is  hidden, 
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Prov.  xxviii.  12.  Faith  and  love  meet,  embrace, 
and  adore  the  Saviour ;  unbelief  and  enmity  meet, 
embrace,  and  adore  the  devil.  These  are  the 
motions  which  produce  all  our  changes,  and  we 
cannot  say  as  our  dear,  precious,  and  ever  ador 
able  Master  did,  namely,  'k  The  prince  of  this 
world  cometh,  and  hath  nothing  in  me."  We 
have  enough  to  invite  him,  embrace  him,  and  to 
entertain  him  too  ;  we  have  the  outward  man, 
the  body  ;  and  the  old  man,  who  is  enmity. 
Besides,  the  new  man  which  is  love,  not  our 
love  but  God's  love,  not  our  love  to  God,  but 
his  love  to  us :  this  is  the  new  man,  and  must  be 
if  charity  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things, 
beareth  all  things,  enduretli  all  things,  and 
rejoiceth  in  the  truth,  is  not  puffed  up,  arid 
thinketh  no  evil.  This  is  the  new  man,  which 
the  old  man  persecutes,  which  the  world  hates, 
and  which  is  the  genuine  offspring  of  the  King 
of  kings,  and  a  sweet  one  he  is. 

Ever  your's, 

W.  II.  S.  S. 


LETTER    CCCXIV. 

1  HAVE  finished  the  copy  of  the  sermon  you 
mention,  and  with  it  my  thoughts  on  two  trxts 
more  ;  one  is,  "  The  fields  are  white  already  to 
harvest ;  "  and  the  other,  "  At  our  j 
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manner  of  fruits,  new  and  old ;  "  but  my  hand 
being  unsteady,  I  get  on  but  slowly. 

Last  week  I  had  a  most  singular  account  from 
a  young  man,  a  countryman,  a  native  of  B.  in 
Kent ;  he  was  high  in  profession  among  a  small 
company  there.  He  got  hold  of  one  of  my 
books,  and  this  threw  him  to  the  ground,  and 
his  profession  fell  before  the  ark  ;  he  then  waged 
war,  or  like  a  wolf,  fell  foul  of  the  flock,  and  the 
shepherd  too  :  a  sharp  battle  ensued,  but  he 
would  neither  give  way,  nor  give  up.  He  came 
to  London  to  live,  and  to  hear  me,  and  though 
he  was  always  out  of  my  sight,  yet  it  seems  I 
fell  on  him,  and  not  like  one  that  beats  the  air, 
for  every  stroke  told,  being  upon  that  part 
already  galled.  At  last  he  gave  way,  and  fled 
into  Buckinghamshire,  and  I  kept  the  field. 
Here  providence  frowned,  pocket  failed,  con 
science  flogged,  and  he  came  back  again. 

He  no  sooner  appeared  on  the  stage,  but, 
according  to  his  account,  I  fell  on  him  again, 
and  beat  him  on  the  old  sore  place ;  not  only  for 
former  offences,  but  for  running  away  also  in 
the  day  of  battle.  Nevertheless  he  stood  his 
ground,  got  work  in  town  under  an  advocate  of 
Winchester's,  who  lampooned  me  all  the  week 
long  as  bad  as  I  did  him  on  the  Sundays.  At 
last  he  gave  ground  again  and  fled,  and  I  kept 
the  field  a  second  time.  His  father  had  a  little 
money,  his  mother  understood  lace,  and  all 
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three  sot  off  to  Northampton,  and  set  up  in  that 
business ;  he  and  his  mother  travelled  to  buy  the 
lace,  and  hell  followed  him.  They  traded  unti^ 
all  was  gone  ;  the  father  raged,  the  mother 
grieved,  and  the  son  fainted  and  failed. 

Back  they  came  again,  the  father  got  into  a 
superintendent's  place  in  a  coal  wharf,  the  mother 
into  lodgings,  and  the  son  came  and  appeared  on 
the  stage  again  ;  not  that  I  should  see  him,  for 
he  took  care  of  that.  Nevertheless  1  hit  him 
again,  and  we  had  several  desperate  rounds  more ; 
at  last  he  fainted,  and  fell  to  the  ground  through 
loss  of  blood,  and  want  of  breath  ;  nor  would  he 
get  up,  nor  would  he  rebel  any  more,  nor  would 
lie  try  to  run  away,  nor  would  he  strike  a  stroke 
more  if  I  killed  him.  At  this  time  his  Second 
came  in,  and  picked  him  up,  (standing  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  poor,  to  save  him  from  those 
that  condemned  his  soul.  Here  I  had  two  to 
withstand  me,  and  a  third,  the  Comforter  was 
not  far  off ;  so  upon  this  it  seems  I  gave  over, 
and  we  ended  in  cool  blood,  and  not  in  the  heat 
of  anger. 

When  I  looked  upon  his  ruddy  countcnaiK  •  I 
was  astonished,  for  he  is  but  a  stripliug,  and  i  a 
man  of  war  from  my  youth.  Hi>  wt-apons  w.-iv 
carnal,  and  mine  mighty  through  God;  yet  this 
insignificant  rascal  owned,  with  many  tears,  that 
he  had  withstood  me  for  six  r  my 

weapons   broke   every    bono  in  his  skin.     And 
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thus  the  physician  has  healed  the  bones  that 
have  been  broken,  yet  should  he  ever  dare  to 
commence  hostilities  a  second  time,  one  stroke 
from  my  weapons  would  make  them  all  come  to 
pieces  again ;  this  I  know  by  blessed  experience. 
His  words  are  weighty,  savoury,  and  unctuous ; 
and  I  find  a  double  love  to  him,  being  my 
countryman  in  a  double  sense,  and  I  believe  a 
genuine  offspring  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  ;  a 
noble  vine,  wholly  a  right  seed,  and  one  that 
cannot  degenerate  into  a  strange  slip.  My  re 
spects  to  all. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  CCCXV. 

XHINE  epistle  came  to  hand,  but  I  have  such  a 
cold  and  cough  that  I  cannot  write.  I  wonder 
not  at  the  young  man's  dream.  Our  poor  dear 
King  is  very  ill,  the  death  of  his  darling  has 
quite  overset  him.  He  is  the  anointed  of  the 
Lord,  the  breath  of  our  nostrils,  under  whose 
shadow  we  dwell  among  the  heathen.  When 
he  goes,  I  fear  the  power  of  the  holy  people  will 
be  scattered;  no  more  tolerations  for  us.  The 
papists  will  come  into  power,  and  regain  the 
outer  court — the  dead  protestants ;  and  when 
they  get  the  national  church,  the  congregational 
must  be  exposed. 
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When  I  was  last  in  the  Xorth,  I  dreamed  I 
was  at  the  head  of  a  large  party,  which  party 
was  all  behind  me,  disputing  with  a  number  of 
desperate  men,  with  large  crowds  behind  them  ; 
and  suddenly  a  large  rock  sprung  out  of  the 
ground,  and  I  pointed  to  it.  saying,  *  That  is  for 
us,  look  at  that,'  and  at  which  they  seemed 
abashed.  I  awoke,  and  soon  after  fell  asleep 
again,  and  dreamed  again  the  same  dream,  until 
the  rock  rose  up  as  before,  to  which  1  pointed  a 
second  time.  My  foes  seemed  again  confounded, 
and  I  awoke  with  these  words,  sounding  both  in 
heart  and  cars;  "Thou  hast  been  honourable, 
and  I  have  loved  thee.'' 

In  the  spring  last,  I  dreamed  that  myself  and 
another  wen;  burnt  at  a  stake.  As  soon  as  1 
came  to  the  place  a  most  beautiful  woman,  most 
gaily  attired,  with  a  handsome  face,  but  vicious 
appearance,  looked  and  grinned  at  me  from  be 
hind  a  splendid  curtain  :  when  she  had  glutted 
her  eyes  she  withdrew,  and  I  saw  her  no  more. 
I  concluded  she  was  the  whore  of  Uabylon,  who 
will  not  grin  long,  and  when  she  goes  it  will  be 
for  good  and  all.  I  saw  the  remains  of  myself 
and  friend  lay  on  the  earth,  black  as  a  coal,  and 
no  bigger  than  two  geese,  which  I  thought  was 
the  departed  soul's  view  of  the  body's  last  re 
mains,  and  then  I  awoke. 

All  ranks  and  classes  of  worshippers  are  paving 
the  pope's  way,  church  folks,  armiuiuns,  » 
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and  all  sorts  of  dead  dissenters.  And  these  shall 
find  it  as  the  Jews  did,  who  all  thirsted  for  idol 
worship ;  but  Nebuchadnezzar's  image  in  Dura, 
when  they  must  either  fall  down  or  go  into  the 
furnace,  sickened  them.  And  so  these  who  are 
casting  up  the  way  for  the  man  of  sin,  shall  have 
their  fill,  for  all  shall  worship  him,  whose  names 
are  not  found  written  in  the  lamb's  book  of  life  : 
and  wo  to  them  that  worship  this  beast,  for  they 
shall  drink  of  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty.  Thus 
all  sorts  of  professors  shall  hasten'  the  slaughter 
of  the  witnesses,  and  this  slaughter  shall  ripen 
them  for  ruin.  But  there  is  a  heavy  storm  com 
ing  on  I  fear,  and  not  a  few  are  taken,  and  are 
still  taking  from  the  evil  to  come. 

God  bless  you  all. 

S.S. 


LETTEE     CCCXYI. 

August  7th,  1795.     Cliurch.  Street,  Paddington. 

IT  comes  to  inform  you  that  I  am  to  be  at  Lewes 
next  Sunday  se'nnight,  the  16th  instant,  to  preach 
there  three  times  on  that  day,  and  on  the  Monday, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  evenings  following,  if 
God  permit,  when  and  where  I  hope  to  see  brother 
W.  I  have  been  very  poorly  for  some  time,  and 
am  but  weak  and  feeble  now,  but,  "  Bless  the 
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Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits ;  " 
and  for  a  good  hope  through  grace  among  the 
many  undeserved  and  unexpected  favours  be 
stowed  on  the  least  of  all  his  creatures,  and  the 
chief  of  all  sinners,  lie  leaves  me  not  without  a 
witness,  nor  without  an  evidence,  nor  without  a 
token  for  good,  nor  without  a  providence,  nor 
without  light,  nor  without  life,  all  of  which  an* 
new  covenant  blessings,  and  bear  a  lasting  date. 

Faithful  are  the  covenant-makers,  and  the 
compact  is  well  executed,  ratified,  and  con 
firmed,  by  the  covenant  head :  the  blessings  all 
free,  all  safe,  and  all  sure ;  all  yea,  and  all  amen, 
from  end  to  end.  The  bond  of  it  is  God's  eter 
nal  love ;  the  legacies,  grace  and  glory  ;  the  heirs 
of  it,  predestinated  to  th/i  adoption  of  sons ;  the 
donator,  God  the  Father ;  the  testator,  who  con 
firmed  it  by  death,  Jesus  Christ ;  the  executor 
and  distributor  of  the  legacies,  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
the  promise  sure  to  all  the  seed.  The  way  into 
the  bond  of  this  covenant,  is  under  the  rod ;  the 
gate  of  entrance,  is  Christ ;  the  act  of  entering, 
is  believing  ;  the  blessings  then  enjoyed  are  joy 
and  peace. 

This  is  the  covenant  of  grace,  because  it  ex 
hibits  and  reveals  the  everlasting  love  of  God, 
and  all  the  blessed  fruits  and  effects  of  it 
covenant  of  life,  because  life  is  the  great  and 
grand  blessing  of  it,  and  because  life  and  immor 
tality  are  brought  to  light  by  it.  It  is  th«'  C 
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ant  of  peace,  because  peace,  reconciliation,  and 
friendship  through  Christ,  are  revealed  in  it,  and 
held  forth  by  it.  It  is  the  better  covenant,  hold 
ing  forth  the  greatest  and  best  things.  The 
covenant  of  promise,  because  all  the  blessings  of 
it  are  freely  given.  The  brotherly  covenant,  that 
brings  us  as  sons  to  the  elder  brother,  and  makes 
us  joint  heirs  with  him.  The  covenant  of 
royalty  that  makes  us  kings ;  the  covenant  of 
an  everlasting  priesthood,  that  makes  us  priests 
unto  God;  and  the  covenant  of  wedlock,  by 
which  we  are  betrothed  for  ever  in  righteousness, 
faithfulness,  tender  mercy,  and  loving-kindness, 
joined  to  the  Lord,  and  one  spirit  with  him. 
But  I  must  stop,  or  else  my  cruse  will  run  till 
there  will  not  be  a  vessel  more,  or  at  least  no 
thing  to  fill  it.  God  bless  you  all.  Amen,  and 

amen. 

"VVM.  HUNTINGTON. 

LETTEE     CCCXVII. 

TO   MBS.   H. 

WELL  Mary,  how  do  you  do  ?  Is  it  well  with 
thee  ?  is  it  well  with  thy  husband  ?  is  it  well 
with  the  children  ?  "  Say  ye  to  the  righteous  it 
shall  be  well  with  him."  Oh  !  the  spotless  robe, 
the  brilliant  garment,  the  bridal  attire,  the  soul- 
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adorning  vesture,  which  the  heavenly  bridegroom 
hath  wrought  out  for  those  that  trust  in  him  be 
fore  the  sons  of  men.  lie  came  forth  as  a  bride 
groom  from  his  chamber,  and  rejoiced  as  a  giant 
to  run  a  race.  lie  saw  the  darling  of  his  soul  in 
the  ruins  of  the  fall,  a  prey  in  the  den  of  dragons, 
exposed  to  the  vengeance  of  heaven,  bound  hand 
and  foot  in  the  chains  of  guilt,  and  led  captive 
by  the  worst  of  foes.  lie  saw  the  airy  heavens 
swarming  with  devils,  and  the  dark  places  of  the 
earth  filled  witli  violence,  and  with  the  habita 
tion  of  cruelty.  lie  considered  the  infernal 
legions  he  had  to  encounter,  and  the  malicious 
tribes  he  had  to  oppose.  lie  saw  the  infinite 
breach  that  was  open  between  God  and  man  ; 
but  in  this  gap  he  saw  no  man,  and  he  wondered 
there  was  no  intercessor  ;  but  his  own  arm  must 
bring  salvation,  and  his  own  righteousness  must 
sustain  him. 

Pity  to  his  spouse  moved  him,  and  indignation 
at  his  foes  roused  him  ;  the  day  of  vengeance 
rose  up  in  his  heart,  and  thejyear  of  his  redeemed 
appeared  in  view,  Isai.  Ixiii.  -1.  "He  put  on 
righteousness  as  a  breastplate,  and  a  helmet  of 
salvation  upon  his  head  ;  and  he  put  on  the  gar 
ments  of  vengeance  for  clothing,  and  was  clad 
with  zeal  as  a  cloke,"  Isai.  lix.  17.  His  pi-r- 
petual  and  spotless  obedience  added  strength  to 
his  invincible  breastplate,  and  every  v: 
added  lustre  to  his  helmet.  The  crooked  so 
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felt  the  dint  of  Ms  sword,  and  the  lighting  down 
of  his  arm  distributed  the  indignation  of  his 
anger ;  the  vengeance  of  his  garments  filled  his 
enemies  with  terror,  while  his  zeal  swallowed  him 
up  :  he  wounded  the  infernal  head  over  divers 
countries.  The  objects  of  his  choice  bowed  to  his 
sceptre  when  they  felt  the  arrows  of  his  quiverr 
and  received  truth,  meekness  and  righteousness, 
while  the  right  hand  of  his  godhead  shewed  the 
manhood  terrible  things.  His  conflicts  were  not 
attended  with  a  confused  noise,  nor  in  garments 
rolled  in  blood,  but  with  burning  and  fuel  of  fire. 
The  corrupt  trees  became  the  fuel  of  his  wrathr 
but  his  purifying  furnace  was  in  Zion ;  by  fire 
and  by  sword  did  he  plead  with  all  flesh,  and 
the  slain  of  the  Lord  was  many  :  and  by  the 
sword  of  his  mouth,  and  the  breath  of  his  lips, 
was  that  slaughter  made. 

He  went  forth  for  the  salvation  of  his  people,, 
yea,  God  the  Father  went  forth  for  salvation 
with  his  anointed,  and  he  divided  him  a  portion 
with  the  great,  and  a  spoil  with  the  strong  man 
armed.  And  though  often  sunk  with  sorrows- 
and  acquainted  with  grief,  yet  he  shall  drink  of 
the  brook  in  the  way,  and  therefore  shall  he  lift 
up  his  head,  and  pursue  his  victories ;  for  every 
time  that  he  drank  of  that  brook,  the  power  of 
the  Lord  was  present  to  heal,  and  of  course 
some  conquests  were  made,  and  the  subjects  of 
his  kingdom  were  increased.  Nor  did  he  ever 
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quit  the  field  of  action  till  Satan,  sin,  and  death 
were  subdued,  and  milny  of  his  subjects  were  led 
to  feel  their  enemies  overthrow,  and  to  triumph 
in  the  victory.  He  led  captivity  captive,  and  he 
received  gifts  for  all  rebels  that  came  over  to  his 
standard,  and  ever  since,  the  Lord  God  has  dwelt 
among  men. 

But  bless  him,  he  shall  appear  the  second  time, 
and  dethrone  all  the  principalities  of  Satan,  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  ;  the  fear,  the  pit, 
and  the  snare.  The  wrath  of  the  law  that  excites 
fear,  and  the  bottomless  pit,  and  those  to  whom 
the  Lord  Jesus  hath  been  a  snare  and  a  trap,  will 
all  be  revealed  and  brought  to  light,  for  the  win 
dows  of  heaven  shall  open,  and  the  foundations 
of  the  earth  shall  shake.  The  earth  shall  break, 
dissolve,  and  move  exceedingly ;  the  earth  shall 
reel  to  and  fro,  and  be  moved  like  a  cottage, 
under  her  load  of  transgressions,  and  it  shall  fall 
and  never  rise  again — then  shall  all  the  infernal 
potentates  be  punished,  and  wicked  princes  of 
the  earth  with  them.  "  And  it  shall  come  to 
pass  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord  shall  punish  the 
host  of  the  high  ones  that  are  on  high  ;  "  this 
punishment  is  a  vial  of  wrath  on  the  air,  on  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  llev.  xvi.  ]7  :  the 
last  vial  destroys  the  devils,  and  binds  them  a 
thousand  years. 

•'  And  he  shall  punish  the  kings  of  the  earth 
upon  the  earth  ;  ''  this  is,  putting  down  all  rule, 

\v 
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all  authority,  and  all  power.  "And  they  shall 
be  gathered  together,  as  prisoners  are  gathered 
into  the  pit,  and  shall  be  shut  up  in  the  prison," 
and  remain  there  a  thousand  years  ;  "  and  after 
many  days  shall  they  be  visited ; "  after  a  thou 
sand  years,  "  they  shall  be  brought  forth  to  the 
day  of  wrath,"  Job  xxi.  30.  Then  shall  the 
bright  luminaries  of  heaven  vail  their  rays,  when 
"  The  righteous  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun,  in 
the  glory  of  their  Father's  kingdom."  Then 
shall  appear  Adam  and  Eve,  Noah,  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob ;  David,  Solomon,  and  all  the 
forefathers  of  Christ  after  the  flesh,  who  in  a 
literal  sense  are  older  than  he.  "  Then  the  moon 
shall  be  confounded  and  the  sun  ashamed ;  "  but 
Oh,  what  follows!  "When  the  Lord  of  hosts 
shall  reign  in  mount  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem,  and 
before  his  ancients  gloriously."  Read  Isa.  xxiv. 
17 — 23 ;  and  compare  with  Eevelations,  the  six 
teenth  chapter. 

Mary,  I  have  taken  an  unusual  flight,  that 
few,  very  few  in  our  days,  can  pursue.  "  The 
way  is  above  to  the  wise,  that  we  may  depart 
from  hell  beneath."  Tender  my  kind  and  best 
respects  to  my  dear  brother,  to  brother  T.  his 
wife,  and  to  all  that  favour  the  righteous  cause 
of  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  constant  prayer  of, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER     CCCXVIII. 

TO    MK.   B. 

I  YESTERDAY  received  my  dour  friend's  letter, 
and  am  sorry  to  find  him  so  low  ;  but  whether 
we  ascend  the  mount  or  descend  the  valley,  or 
oui*  feet  stand  on  the  even  place,  (tod  works  his 
own  will  in  all  these.  On  the  mount  we  may 
speak  wisdom  in  a  mystery,  in  the  valley  be 
come  weak  to  the  weak,  on  an  even  place  confirm 
the  churches  ;  if  in  chains  speak  to  them  under 
the  law.  We  must  not  judge  of  our  success  by 
our  frames ;  comfort  doth  not  perform  the  whole 
work  on  mount  Zion,  but  crowns  it.  Sons  of 
thunder,  and  sons  of  oil,  are  both  in  God's  hands, 
nor  are  all  prospects  confined  to  the  hills.  You 
read  of  the  valley  of  vision,  where  deep  things 
are  discovered  out  of  darkness,  and  the  shadow 
of  death  brought  to  light,  by  being  turned  into 
the  morning ;  and  it  is  here  that  the  morning 
star  appears,  the  first  harbinger  of  glory.  Some 
rays  of  the  sun  succeed,  and  on  the  beams 
hereof  we  ascend  the  mountains  of  rocks,  to  see 
the  King  in  his  beauty  ;  but  when  these  beams 
of  his  chambers  are  withdrawn,  the  old  vail  < 
again,  to  inform  us  that  he  who  dwelloth  in  the 
light  no  mortal  can  approach,  no  eye  hath  - 
nor  can  see. 
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He  who  only  hath  immortality,  is  separate 
from  sinners,  the  prince  of  this  world  hath  no 
thing  in  him ;  yet  all  believing  sinners  are  one 
with  him,  and  one  in  him,  though  the  prince  of 
this  world  hath  so  much  in  us,  for,  "  Who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ  ?  "  Oh,  the 
gloomy  and  dismal  vail  that  hangs  so  heavy  over 
us !  this  makes  darkness  the  Lord's  pavilion, 
nevertheless  his  goodness  passes  before  us.  In 
this  we  see  his  back  parts,  "  But  my  face  shall 
not  be  seen ; "  so  it  was  under  the  law,  but  not 
so  bad  under  the  gospel.  He  there  shone  on 
Moses'  face,  this  glory  was  skin  deep,  the  skin  of 
Moses'  face  did  shine ;  but  all  these  were  shadows, 
and  not  so  much  as  the  image  of  the  things. 
But  Christ  is  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the 
engraved  image  of  his  person  !  And  the  gospel 
is  a  glass  which  reflects  a  more  exact  likeness 
than  all  the  images  of  the  Sculptor,  or  the  por 
traits  of  the  Limner,  or  all  the  types  of  the 

ceremonial  law,  and  for  this  reason the 

open  and  saving  visions  of  faith,  under  the  gos 
pel,  are  no  less  than  a  divine  exhibition  of  the 
most  sacred  Trinity,  which  under  the  law  was 
known  by  word,  but  very,  very  dimly  with  re 
spect  to  vision. 

Observe  the  apostle,  Moses  put  on  a  vail,  but 
we  not  so,  but  with  open  face.  God  shone  upon 
Moses'  face,  but  he  shines  into  our  heart,  to  give 
us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God, 
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in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  while  we  look, 
as  through  a  glass  darkly,  we  are  changed  into 
the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  tin* 
Spirit  of  the  Lord :  there  is  the  light,  knowledge, 
and  glory  of  the  Father  ;  the  faee  of  Jesus ;  and 
the  transforming  operations  of  the  Spirit.  I 
often  look  back  at  this,  weep,  moan,  and  struggle 
to  break  forth,  but  all  in  vain  ;  for  we  are  sur 
rounded  with  corruption,  and  blinded  by  tlio 
devil.  These  are  the  grave-clothes  that  keep  us 
down,  and  the  napkin  that  keeps  us  blind  :  and 
if  we,  who  are  to  feed  others,  are  indulged,  per 
mitted  to  soar  and  ascend  the  mount,  the  lads  and 
asses  abide  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  while  we  ascend 
to  worship. 

Christ  came  down  from  the  mount  of  trans 
figuration  when  he  preached  to  the  people,  and 
cast  out  devils.  Moses  must  descend  to  speak  to 
Israel,  who  were  almost  dead  at  the  light  of  his 
countenance,  till  he  wrapped  his  face  in  a  mantle. 
What  we  crave,  the  wicked  shun ;  we  wish  his 
presence  to  go  with  us,  when  the  wicked  perish 
at  the  presence  of  God.  In  short,  all  things  com 
bine  to  keep  us  down,  the  weakness  and  darkiu  » 
of  the  people,  their  want  of  spiritual  sen- 
discern,  their  dull  ears  and  gross  hearts  k»vp  us 
lying  among  the  pots;  for,  get  the  win-s  oi  tin- 
dove,  and  you  are  out  of  sight,  the  pn-arh.  r  if 
hid  in  a  corner ;  and  if  at  any  time  we  do  see  eye 
to  eye,  it  is  when  we  are  all  wrapped  in  the  cloud 
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together.  My  poor  dear  Jenkins  is  gone,  but 
God  has  given  me  one  more,  who  seems  to  be 
after  my  own  heart.  God  prosper  him,  bless 
him,  and  :"be  with  him,  this  is  the  prayer  and 
desire  of, 
Thine  affectionate  Brother,  Friend  and  Servant, 

THE    COALHEAVER. 

LETTER     CCCXIX. 

\\  E  got  safe  home  on  Thursday,  about  two 
o'clock,  and  what  I  have  often  observed  came  to 
pass.  On  my  journey  to  Lewes,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Wells.  I  krsow  not  when  I  have  been 
more  indulged  with  the  sensible  presence  of  God  ; 
such  sweet,  soft,  humbling,  and  meekening  sensa 
tions,  as  are  not  in  the  general  upon  old  pro 
fessors,  in  such  abounding  degrees,  I  saw  more 
beauty  in  a  tree,  a  field,  or  in  an  animal,  than  in 
all  the  artificial  works  of  men's  hands,  in  all  the 
houses  I  passed :  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  never 
matched  the  lily. 

But  the  Comforter  shews  us  things  to  come, 
for  God  spoke  once,  yea  twice,  and  I  perceived 
it,  that  this  was  a  supporting  cordial  against 
future  trouble ;  a  day  of  adversity  would  follow 
this  prosperity  :  I  attended  to  it,  and  expected 
it.  On  the  Sunday  I  preached but  on  the 
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Tuesday  such  a  violent  cold  and  fever,  and  such 
rheumatic  pains  in  my  hip,  that  I  could  not  well 
stand,  much  less  go.  On  Wednesday  so  hoarse 
that  I  could  not  preach,  but  was  obliged  to  take 
to  my  bed.  I  preached  yesterday,  but  had  hard 
work  to  make  them  hear  me ;  however,  1  had  a 
glorious  time  in  the  evening  from  Matt.  xxi.  44  ; 
but  tun  still  poorly  with  cold,  fever,  and  a  pain 
in  the  chest,  and  the  weather  is  very  unfavour 
able  for  invalids. 

I  was  thankful  to  hear,  that  the  Lord  owned 
his  word  by  so  unworthy,  and  so  despicable  an 
ambassador;  but  the  work  is  all  his  own,  and  his 
church  is  his  workmanship,  and  it  is  well  for  us 
that  it  is  so.  The  papists  are  mustering  all  their 
force,  and  it  is  not  doubted  but  they  will  gain 
unlimited  power.  Love  to  all  friends. 

W.  II. 

LETTER     CCCXX. 

The  Cabin.     Monday  morn 

YOUK'S  with  all  its  heavy  tidings,  came  to  hand. 
Many,  and  grievous  complaints  of  the  same  kind. 
have  been  brought  to  my  ears  iu  the  c«,ui 
my  ministry,  and  some  iu  a  mon 
than   ever   you   was:    a  gu«   than 

some  at  Corinth  is  not  to  be  found,      i  i     . 
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we  do  not  want  to  lesson  our  sins,  by  setting 
them  against  either  Paul,  Manasseh,  or  Mag 
dalen  ;  our  sins  are  many,  and  God  knows  they 
are  exceeding  great,  but  the  fountain  that  he 
has  opened,  cleanses  from  all  sin.  Idolatry, 
and  fellowship  with  a  familiar  spirit,  called 
spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places,  is  the  worst 
of  all ;  and  those  you  read  of  in  the  Acts,  who 
burnt  their  books  of  curious  arts,  seem  to  be  of 
this  stamp. 

I  have  now  been  accustomed  to  walk  the  hos 
pitals  for  thirty  years,  and  am  not  so  much  ter 
rified  at  every  report  of  a  perilous,  a  desperate, 
or  an  incurable  disease,  as  I  used  to  be.  I  have 
one  that  sits  under  me  now,  a  female,  who  was 
alarmed,  and  sunk  into  despair,  and  went  raving 
mad,  and  was  chained  down  in  a  madhouse,  and 
has  hard  warts  of  flesh  on  her  wrists  to  this  day, 
wrung  with  the  chains.  But  she  'came  out  again, 
and  came  again  under  me,  and  where  she  got  her 
wound,  there  she  got  her  health,  and  belongs  to 
us  this  day.  I  know  another,  a  young  man,  who 
ran  from  place  to  place  to  hear  the  word,  but  I 
believe  went  where  the  truth  in  the  power  of  it 
was  not  known  ;  and  labouring  in  his  own 
strength,  and  gaining  no  ground,  he  despaired 
and  hung  himself,  but  was  cut  down  in  time,  and 
saved.  And  soon  he  resolved,  and  to  work  against 
sin  and  Satan,  flesh  and  blood,  he  went  again ;  but 
finding  sin  still  reigned  in  him,  and  despairing  of 
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success,  he  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear :  how- 
ever,  to  the  astonishment  of  every  one  that  knew 
him,  he  survived  that. 

And  afterwards  finding  his  terrors  besetting 
him  afresh,  he  began  again,  but  in  his  own 
strength,  and  sin  still  reigned  in  his  heart,  and 
broke  out  in  spite  of  all  he  could  do;  and  then 
he  threw  himself  out  of  a  hay-loft  window,  head 
foremost,  upon  a  stone  pavement,  and  fractured 
his  skull.  lie  lay  senseless  and  speechless  many 
days:  and  after  all  this,  lie  came  under  that 
despised  wretch,  called  the  Coallu'avor,  and  there 
the  Lord  delivered  him.  lie  came  and  offered 
himself  to  join  us,  and  shewed  us  his  tliroat,  and 
his  head,  and  his  hands,  for  he  was  born  a  leper, 
and  used  to  wear  woollen  yarn  gloves,  and  took 
the  sacrament  in  them.  Soon  after  he  fell  sick, 
and  I  myself  visited  him,  and  carried  him  now 
and  then  a  few  shillings,  to  keep  him  from  starv 
ing  ;  and  he  continued  in  sweet  submission,  and 
blessed  God  for  the  Coalheaver  to  the  last. 

It  is  the  law,  and  nothing  else,  that  has  entered 
thy  heart;  its  work  is  to  discover  sin,  and  mak«' 
it  exceeding  sinful :  it  makcw  the  offence  abound, 
and  being  spiritual  it  reaches  the  soul.     It 
ders  to  bondage,  fills  the  soul  with  servih- 
ministers  death  and  condemnation,  and  works  tii.- 
wrath  of  God  iu  the  sinner.     Our  sin  t;t 
sion  by  this,  and  rouses  up  all  its  foulness  and 
filth  against  the  holiness  of  God  in  thu  law ;  and 


378 

our  enmity  against  God  exerts  itself  against  the 
wrath  of  God  revealed  in  the  law,  which  law 
worketh  wrath  in  us.  Self-pity,  and  unutterable 
enmity  against  the  Most  High,  was  what  the  law 
always  worked  in  me  ;  and  from  this  inward  work 
proceeded  all  my  fruitless  schemes  of  trying  to 
getfinto  non-existence,  or  else  above  the  Almighty, 
and  out  of  his  reach;  pushing  at  every  vain 
devised  corner,  just  as  the  prophet  describes  it, 
like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net,  full  of  the  fury  and  re 
buke  of  the  Lord.  And  all  convictions  wrought 
by  the  law,  were  in  my  soul  dry,  barren,  desper 
ate,  black,  and  attended  with  the  pains  of  hell : 
no  contrition,  abasement,  transient  ray,  real  de 
sire,  hope  or  expectation,  but  only  now  and  then, 
and  they  momentary,  and  always  came  from 
another  quarter,  but  never  from  the  law. 
Nevertheless,  "  Blessed  is  that  man  whom  thou 
chastenest,  and  teachest  him  out  of  thy  law ; " 
for  none  else  need  a  Saviour. 

G.  tells  me  his  heart  is  not  honest;  in  one 
sense  it  may  not,  in  another  sense  it  is  honest. 
By  the  heart  is  often  meant  the  conscience, 
according  to  John :  "If  our  heart  condemn  us, 
God  is  greater  than  our  heart,  and  knoweth  all 
things.  Beloved,  if  our  heart  condemn  us  not, 
then  have  we  confidence  towards  God."  If  we 
consider  conscience  as  a  magistrate  armed, 
enlightened,  stirred  up,  authorised  and  com 
missioned,  empowered  and  emboldened  to  do 


justice,  to  magnify  his  office  ;  to  pursue  us, 
apprehend  us,  take  us  up,  hold  us  fast,  and  con 
demn  us,  and  all  our  best  performances  ;  certain 
I  am  that  conscience  is  of  God's  side,  works  with 
the  law,  and  in  his  office  acts  an  honest  part ; 
much  better  than  Paul's,  when  it  persuaded  him 
he  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name 
of  Jesus  ;  and  better  than  theirs  ( 'hrist  speaks  of, 
Whosoever  killeth  you  will  think  they  do  God 
service — thoughts  and  conscience  were  far  from 
honesty  in  both  them. 

VT.  II.  S.  S. 


LETTEK     CCCXXI. 

My  dourly  beloved  Companion  in  travail. 

thou  now  a  follower   of  me,  as    I   am   goiug 
before.       "  Cast    up,    cast    up    the    highway  :  " 
Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;   "No 
man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me,"  John  xiv. 
G.     To  cast  up  this  way  is  to  set  Christ  as  cni«-i- 
fied  before  sinners,  and  to  make  the  whole  iiiblr 
to  testify  of  him.     "Gather  out  the  s1 
this  is  to  shew  that  no  hardened  : 
impostors,  ever  got  into  this  way,  so  that 
not  stumble  at   their  apostaey.     "Take   up  tl.«- 
stumbling-blocks;"  that  is  to  makr  those  pass 
ages  plain,  which  weak  brli<  t  at. 
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"  Every  valley  shall  be  exhalted  :  "  the  worst 
valley  is,  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
here  nothing  but  destruction  is  felt  and  feared ; 
but  when  the  sun  of  righteousness  arises  and 
shines,  the  shadow  of  death  is  turned  into  the 
morning:  "Thou  turnest  man  to  destruction," 
that  is  the  shadow  of  death;  "and  then  sayest, 
Eeturn  ye  children  of  men ; "  that  is  the  morn 
ing.  "  Every  mountain  and  hill  shall  be  brought 
low  :  "  The  highest  mountain  is  election,  called  a 
mountain  of  brass  ;  when  love  comes,  this  moun 
tain  is  brought  down  to  us,  and  we  know  our 
election  of  God.  Christ  is  the  mountain  of  the 
Lord's  house,  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  we  ; 
but  when  faith  comes,  then,  "Thou  hast  set  my 
feet  upon  a  rock,  and  established  my  goings  :  " 
"  I  believed,  therefore  have  I  spoken,"  Psalm 
cxvi.  10. 

And  now  having  passed  from  death  to  life  by 
faith,  and  faith  having  fixed  itself  above,  in 
Christ  Jesus,  the  ways  that  we  travel  take  their 
names  from  the  grace  of  God  found  in  our 
hearts;  hence  it  is  said  that,  "  The  way  of  life 
is  above  to  the  wise,  that  he  may  depart  from 
hell  beneath."  Faith  in  the  imputed  righteous 
ness  of  Christ,  which  justifies  us  freely  from  all 
things,  give  our  path  another  name  :  "  The  path 
of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day,"  Prov.  iv. 
18.  And,  "Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have 
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peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ," 
Itom.  v.  1 ;  this  gives  another  name  to  our  path  : 
"  Wisdom's  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and 
all  her  paths  are  peace.'7 

Faith  (that  always  works  by  love,)  and  1  »ve  is 
the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  this  puts  another  title 
on  our  way  :  "  I  will  run  the  way  of  thy  com 
mandments,  when  tliou  shalt  enlarge  my  heart ;  " 
u  Charity  is  the  more  excellent  way."  l>fhiL: 
partakers  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  having 
put  on  the  new  man  of  grace,  which  is  created  in 
righteousness  and  true  holiness,  our  path  is  styled 
the  way  of  holiness:  "The  unclean  shall  not 
pass  over  it,  hut  the  redeemed  shall  walk  there. 
And  the  wayfaring  men  though  fools,  shall  not 
err  therein,1'  Isai.  xxxv.  8,  '-1,  1<>. 

AY.  II. 


LETTER     CCCXXII. 

TO   MR.    T. 
DEAR    FR1KND, 

I  HAD  no  sooner  sent  off  my  last  to  you,  than   1 

received  one  from  you,  1  think  it  was  al> -mt  two 

hours  after.     I  have  been  for  these  three  months 

hard  at  work,  writing  a  book,  which  ha- 

to  a  ranch  larger  bulk  than  I  expect 

I  hope  shortly  to  finish  it.     I   was  v, -ry   glad  to 
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hear  from  you,  and  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  at 
any  time,  and  you  are  always  welcome  to  any 
conversation  with  me.  I  bless  my  God  my 
health  is  purely,  considering  my  age  and  hard 
labour :  however,  a  good  God  encourages  me 
much  in  it,  by  sending  vast  numbers  to  hear  the 
word,  and  by  owning  and  blessing  it  not  to  a 
few,  which  is  a  sore  grief  to  my  adversaries ;  but 
God  will  work,  and  none  shall  hinder  it. 

Those  that  know  the  plague  of  the  human 
heart,  and  the  wiles  of  Satan,  will  ever  thank 
God  for  sending  me ;  and  the  Lord  says,  "  The 
whole  need  not  the  Physician,  but  those  that  are 
sick."  Those  that  are  at  ease  will  never  approve 
of  me,  nor  will  God  approve  of  them,  for  he  sent 
his  Son  to  seek  and  save  them  that  are  lost,  and 
to  call  sinners  to  repentance.  Never  were  my 
chapels  fuller  than  now,  which  is  taken  notice  of 
by  almost  all  observers.  Farewell ;  the  Doctor 
sends  his  kind  respects  ;  and  both  the  little 
ones,  who  are  very  well,  join  me  in  love  and 
respects. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


THE     END. 


